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PROCEEDINGS  IN  IRELAND. 

^ 

1.  Our  last  Annual  Report  contained  an  account  of  our 
proceedings  in  bringing  the  Poor  Law  into  operation  in  Ireland 
during  the  parochial  year  ending  on  the  2.5th  of  March,  1841,  and 
we  will  now  continue  the  account  from  that  date  ;  but,  instead  of 
concluding  with  the  parochial  year  as  heretofore,  we  will  continue 
the  statement  of  our  proceedings  in  Ii'eland  1o  the  1st  of  May,  as 
in  that  portion  of  our  Report  which  relates  to  England. 

2.  At  the  date  of  our  last  Report,  the  LTnions  had  all  been 
declared,  excepting  three,  for  which,  however,  the  preliminary 
arrangements  had  then  been  made,  and  these  Unions  were  also 
declared  shortly  afterwards.  The  statement  of  their  Electoral 
Divisions  and  other  particulars  was  given  in  the  Appendix  to  our 
Report  for  1841.*  A  complete  Return  of  the  130  Unions  in 
Ireland,  with  their  area  and  population,  and  the  number  of  Elec- 
toral Divisions,  the  number  of  Guardians,  elected  and  ex-officio, 
and  the  date  of  declaration  of  each  Union,  will  also  be  found  in 
the  Appendix,  f  The  whole  of  Ireland  is  now  placed  in  Unions. 
The  limits  of  each  Union  are  defined,  and  its  extent,  population, 
and  other  circumstances  are  ascertained,  and  an  administrative 
body  has  been  created  in  each,  based  upon  a  wide  principle  of 
representation  ;  and  it  seems  impossible  to  doubt  that  the  several 
Boards  of  Guardians,  relurned  freely  as  they  are  by  the  rate- 
payers, will  possess  the  general  confidence  of  the  people,  and 
exercise  a  powerful  influence  within  their  respective  Unions. 

*  App.  E,  No.  11,  1841.  f  App.  E,  Nos.  9  and  10. 
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Progress  in  Erection  of  Workhouses. 


[8th 


3.  We  stated  in  detail  in  our  last  Report,  the  progress  which 
had  been  made  in  building  the  Workhouses  up  to  the  25th  of 
March,  1841.  Our  exertions  have  since  been  earnest  and  unre- 
mitting in  carrying  forward  this  very  important  part  of  our  opera- 
tions ;  and,  with  allowances  for  certain  difficulties  and  impediments 
of  various  kinds,  we  consider  that  there  is,  on  the  whole,  reason  to 
be  satisfied  with  the  results.  All  the  Workhouses  are  now  either 
binlt  or  in  progress  of  building :  the  Table  in  the  Appendix*  will 
show  the  particulars  of  each,  and  our  Architect's  Report,  also 
inserted  in  the  Appendix,!  will  afford  a  general  view  of  the 
operations  conducted  under  his  immediate  supei-intendence. 

4.  At  the  date  of  our  present  Report,  81  of  the  Workhouses 
have  been  declared  fit  for  the  reception  of  destitute  poor,  accord- 
ing to  the  provisions  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Act,  and  in  all  of 
these  (excepting  a  few  of  those  last  finished)  relief  is  now  admi- 
nistered. By  the  end  of  the  approaching  summer,  we  expect  that 
at  least  100  of  the  Workhouses  will  be  completed  and  opened,  and 
the  others  will  then  in  general  be  far  advanced  towards  completion, 
so  that  we  may  reasonably  hope  that  this  portion  of  our  duties  is 
drawing  towards  a  close,  and  that  by  the  end  of  spring,  or  at  latest 
by  Midsummer,  of  next  year,  the  Workhouses  throughout  Ireland 
will  all  be  in  operation.  This  perhaps  is  as  much  as  could  have 
been  expected  under  any  circumstances ;  but  those  with  which  we 
have  had  to  contend  have  been  in  many  respects  far  from  favour- 
able, and  were  such  as  to  require  constant  and  strenuous  exertions 
to  overcome. 

5.  The  weather  in  Ireland  has  been  extremely  unfavourable 
for  building  operations  during  the  last  three  years,  there  having 
been  an  unusual  quantity  of  x'ain  ;  and  this  prevalence  of  w^et 
weather  has  necessarily  impeded  the  progress  of  the  buildings, 
and  greatly  increased  the  difficulty  of  superintendence.  Even 
with  favourable  seasons,  it  is  by  no  means  a  light  task  to  super- 
intend and  direct  extensive  buildings,  proceeding  simultaneously 
in  every  part  of  the  country  ;  but  with  such  weather  as  that  of  the 
last  three  years,  and  with  not  less  than  a  hundred  of  these  build- 
ings in  progress  at  one  time,  and  all  requiring  frequent  inspection 
and  constant  superintendence,  the  difficidty  has  been  proportionately- 
increased.  The  builders  themselves,  and  their  workpeople,  have 
been  sufferers  by  the  unfavourable  seasons,  which  have  caused 
them  in  many  instances  to  lose  much  time,  as  well  as  incur  much 
additional  expense,  in  the  fulfilment  of  their  contracts.  Bad 
weather  too  is  always  alleged  as  an  excuse  for  defective  workman- 
ship ;  and  where  a  contractor  has  to  contend  with  adverse  seasons, 
bringmg  with  them  the  danger  of  ultimate  loss  by  his  undertaking, 
it  can  hardly  be  expected  that  he  will  carry  on  his  work  with  the 
same  spirit,  or  finish  it  so  satisfactorily,  as  he  probably  would  have 
done  under  other  circumstances.  We  advert  to  this  subject,  not 
by  way  of  excuse  for  the  state  of  the  buildings,  which  have  gene- 
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rally  been  finished  satisfactorily ;  but  in  justice  to  the  several 
contractors,  who  have  throughout,  with  few  exceptions,  evinced  an 
honest  determination  to  fulfil  their  engagements,  even  although 
this  has  been,  as  we  have  reason  to  know,  in  some  instances  to 
their  own  loss. 

6.  We  adverted  in  our  last  Report  to  the  difficulties  with 
which  we  had  to  contend  in  obtaining  suitable  sites  for  the  Work- 
houses. The  sites  which  we  have  been  compelled  to  take,  although 
generally  good,  have  not  always  been  the  most  favourable  for 
building;  and  the  difficulties  attending  the  transport  of  materials, 
and  of  finding  suitable  workpeople  in  some  localities,  have  like- 
wise in  several  instances  served  to  impede  the  operations  of  the 
contractors. 

7.  The  number  and  extent  of  the  Buildings  which  were  in 
progress  at  the  same  time  during  the  greater  part  of  last  year  ne- 
cessarily caused  a  considerable  increase  of  employment  for  the 
masons,  carpenters,  and  other  tradesmen  usually  connected  with 
the  execution  of  such  works,  and  it  has  required  much  care  and 
watchfulness  to  prevent  an  undue  effect  upon  wages  in  consequence. 
We  stated  in  our  Report  of  1840  the  principlesby  which  we  should 
be  guided  in  our  efforts  to  prevent  any  great  or  sudden  augmenta- 
tion of  the  Rate  of  Wages,  and  to  these  we  have  steadily  adhered, 
and  have  been  always  ready  to  authorize  a  suspension  of  the  Works, 
whenever  a  tendency  to  combine  was  exhibited  by  the  workmen  ; 
and  a  knowledge  of  this  circumstance  has,  we  have  reason  to  be- 
lieve, been  of  great  use  to  the  masters  and  to  the  public,  by  keep- 
ing the  Rate  of  Wages  on  the  whole  pretty  steady  and  uniform, 
although  a  certain  increase  has  in  general  been  submitted  to  by 
the  employers  during  the  last  year. 

8.  We  have  stated  above  that  the  Workhouses  have  generally 
been  finished  to  our  satisfaction.  It  is  right  to  add,  however, 
that  some  of  the  Boards ^of  Guardians  have  not  been  satisfied, 
when  the  house  has  been  declared  and  transferred  to  them  for 
occupation.  Objections  have  then  often  been  made  either  to  the 
plan  of  the  building,  or  the  execution  of  the  work,  or  to  both  ;  and 
we  have  had  much  correspondence,  in  our  endeavours  to  explain 
the  reasons  and  the  objects  with  which  everything  had  been  done, 
and  the  purposes  to  which  the  different  portions  of  the  building 
were  intended  to  be  applied.  Some  of  the  Boards  of  Guardians 
still  continue  to  be  dissatisfied,  although,  we  believe,  without  suffi- 
cient grounds.  In  buildings  of  such  extent  as  the  Irish  Work- 
houses, and  comprising  a  number  of  parts  more  or  less  detached,  it 
cannot  be  matter  of  surprise  that,  notwithstanding  the  best  atten- 
tion of  the  Architect  and  his  assistants,  some  parts  of  some  of  the 
buildings,  on  their  coming  into  use,  should  be  found  to  be  imper- 
fect. Slight  defects,  we  believe,  are  found  in  every  new  building, 
although  the  building  itself,  in  all  essential  respects,  may  be  satis- 
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factory.  In  every  instance,  after  a  careful  inspection  of  the  Work- 
houses, the  defects  complained  of  have  been  found  to  be  of  minor 
importance,  and  capable  of  easy  remedy,  which  we  have  always 
endeavoured  to  apply  as  speedily  as  circumstances  permitted; 
and  in  order  to  hasten  the  administration  of  relief,  we  declared  the 
houses  as  early  as  possible,  and  often  before  they  were  completely 
finished  in  every  part. 

9.  The  Report  by  Mr.  Wilkinson,  our  Architect,  in  the  Ap- 
pendix,* contains  full  explanations  in  reference  to  the  construction 
of  the  Workhouses.  It  was  originally  our  wish  (as  we  stated  in 
our  Report  for  1839)  that  the  duty  of  superintending  the  building 
operations  should  be  performed  by  the  Board  of  Public  Works 
in  Ireland ;  and  preliminary  arrangements  with  a  view  to  that 
object  were  discussed  :  but  legal  difficulties  were  stated  which 
prevented  its  being  carried  into  effect,  and  we  were  compelled 
to  undertake  the  difficult  and  onerous  task  of  providing  and 
superintending  every  detail  in  Connexion  with  the  Workhouses, 
in  addition  to  the  other  business  of  the  Commission. 

10.  The  arrangements  which  we  made  for  the  receipt,  safe 
custody,  and  disbursement  of  the  money  obtained  from  the  Ex- 
chequer Bill  Loan  Commissioners,  through  the  medium  of  the 
Bank  of  England  and  the  Bank  of  Ireland,  are  explained  in  our 
Report  of  1840,  and  they  have  continued  to  be  in  all  respects 
satisfactory  and  effective ;  and  with  the  facilities  afforded  by  these 
two  institutions,  the  Exchequer  bills  advanced  for  providing  the 
workhouses  in  Ireland  have  been  retained  in  security,  and  bearing 
interest,  up  to  the  moment  that  the  money  was  required ;  and  the 
proceeds  were  then  applied  under  our  directions  with  perfect  ease, 
and  without  risk,  in  payments  to  the  contractors  and  other  persons 
having  claims  on  account  of  the  several  buildings. 

11.  The  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  the  contractors,  on  the 
completion  of  the  several  buildings,  has  been  a  matter  of  much 
labour  and  difficulty.  We  found  it  impossible  at  the  outset  so  to 
arrange  the  contracts  and  specifications  as  to  include  everything 
that  was  to  be  done.  Local  peculiarities  had  to  be  provided  for ; 
and  although  the  general  outline  and  arrangement  of  the  buildings 
were  essentially  similar,  modifications  in  minor  matters  had  occa- 
sionally to  be  introduced  as  the  works  advanced,  and  in  some  in- 
stances also  alterations  have  been  made  to  meet  the  views  of  the 
Guardians  ;  for  we  have  considered  it  right  on  all  occasions  to 
comply  with  the  wishes  of  the  Boards  of  Guardians  whenever  we 
could  do  so  consistently  with  a  proper  observance  of  our  official 
duty.  These  circumstances  however  were  all  provided  for  under 
the  stipulations  of  the  contract,  which  in  every  case  provides  that 
all  additions  to,  or  omissions  from,  the  work  contracted  to  be  per- 
formed, are  to  be  subject  to  the  decision  of  the  Commissioners' 
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Architect,  and  paid  for,  or  allowed  for,  according  to  measure  and 
value.  Such  astipulation  was  absolutely  necessary  on  many  accounts, 
but  especially  with  reference  to  the  foundations  of  the  buildings,  the 
extent  of  which  could  not  be  ascertained  until  after  the  site  was 
definitively  settled,  and  after  the  ground  was  opened.  In  some 
instances,  from  the  nature  of  the  soil,  and  the  intervention  of  sandy 
or  unstable  strata,  considerable  excavations  have  had  to  be  made, 
and  additional  expense  has  thereby  been  unavoidably  incurred. 
The  adjustment  of  claims  on  this  account,  and  on  account  of  al- 
terations and  additions,  has  been,  as  before  stated,  a  work  of  much 
labour  and  difficulty,  the  deductions  which  it  has  been  necessary 
to  make  from  the  charges  sent  in  by  the  contractors  being  often 
very  considerable.  We  have  endeavoured  in  all  cases  to  deal 
equitably  in  adjusting  such  claims,  neither  pressing  unfairly  upon 
the  contractor,  nor  allowing  a  charge  beyond  what  was  right  and 
proper. 

12.  On  the  completion  of  the  buildings,  and  after  the  accounts 
have  been  duly  examined,  corrected,  and  certified,  we  have  inva- 
riably laid  all  the  original  documents,  with  the  alterations  made 
therein,  before  the  Boards  of  Guardians,  in  order  that  every  step 
which  had  been  taken  in  the  matter  might  be  distinctly  seen.  The 
amount  claimed,  and  for  what;  the  amount  deducted,  and  the 
quantity  and  price  on  which  the  deduction  is  founded,  or  the  claim 
allowed,  all  appear  on  the  face  of  the  accounts.  These  original 
documents  are  accompanied  by  a  statement,  showing  in  detail  the 
exact  amount  of  the  receipts  from  the  loan  and  the  expenditure 
on  account  of  the  particular  Union,  and  exhibiting  the  excess  if 
there  is  a  balance  in  hand,  or  specifying  the  deficiency  if  the  funds 
have  not  been  found  suflficient  to  cover  the  expenditure ;  in  which 
latter  case,  a  further  order  to  the  Guardians  to  raise  or  borrow  the 
sum  deficient  is  of  necessity  issued.  But  at  this  point  a  difficulty 
has  in  several  instances  arisen.  The  Guardians  have  delayed  to 
raise  or  borrow  the  money  required  for  paying  the  balance  so  due, 
and  the  contractor  and  others  having  legal  claims  against  the 
Union,  sometimes  to  a  considerable  amount,  have  been  kept  out 
of  their  money,  to  their  great  loss  and  hardship,  and  to  the  serious 
injury  of  the  credit  and  authority  of  the  Commission,  by  whom 
the  arrangements  were  framed,  and  by  whom  also  the  outlay  has 
in  every  instance  been  sanctioned. 

13.  It  was  originally  estimated  that  the  cost  of  the  130  Work- 
houses in  Ireland  would  not  exceed  a  million  sterling,  and  provision 
was  accordingly  made  by  Government  to  that  extent ;  as  the  build- 
ings advanced,  however,  it  became  apparent  that  this  amount  would 
be  insufficient,  and  accordingly  in  December  last  application  was 
made  for  an  additional  sum  of  150,000/.  The  letters  addressed 
to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  together  with  the  statement  of  the  sum  originally  es- 
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timated,  the  sum  expended,  and  the  further  sum  estimated  to 
be  required  in  the  case  of  each  workhouse,  will  be  found  in  the 
Appendix.* 

14.  Some  of  the  causes  of  this  increase  of  expenditure  beyond 
the  original  estimate,  have  been  already  noticed  in  the  preceding 
paragraphs,  and  need  not  now  be  further  adverted  to  ;  but  there  is 
one  chief  cause,  on  which  most  of  the  others  mainly  hinge,  that  still 
appears  to  require  some  explanation.  In  forming  our  first  arrange- 
ments for  the  Irish  Workhouses,  we  did  not  contemplate  their 
being  finished  in  so  complete  and  expensive  a  way  as  we  have 
since  found  to  be  necessary.  It  appeared  to  us  at  the  outset,  that, 
as  the  general  condition  of  the  people  in  Ireland,  as  respects  their 
habitations  and  mode  of  living,  is  inferior  to  that  of  the  corre- 
sponding classes  in  England,  the  Workhouses  to  be  provided  might 
properly  be  of  a  less  finished  and  costly  character  than  those  which 
exist  in  the  latter  country ;  and  we  shaped  our  arrangements  and 
framed  our  estimates  accordingly.  We  soon,  however,  found  reason 
to  doubt  the  accuracy  of  this  conclusion,  and  further  experience 
served  to  indicate  a  necessity  for  the  Irish  Workhouses  being  made 
as  complete  in  all  respects  as  those  in  England.  We  have,  indeed, 
been  much  pressed  by  many  of  the  Boards  of  Guardians  to  make 
the  houses  still  more  complete,  and  to  incur  expenses  in  finishing 
and  fittings  beyond  anything  which  is  to  be  found  in  the  English 
houses.  If  we  had  yielded  to  the  prevalent  wish,  the  Workhouses 
would  have  been  finished  and  fitted  up  with  all  the  appurtenances 
of  an  Hospital;  or  Infirmary,  and  there  is  still  a  strong  desire  to 
approximate  in  the  Workhouse  details  to  the  costly  arrangements 
of  those  Institutions;  a  desire  which  it  will  be  our  duty  to  resist, 
so  far  as  it  exceeds  the  measure  of  what  is  necessary  for  securing 
the  due  administration  of  relief  to  the  destitute.  These  circum- 
stances will  accoimt  for  much  of  the  excess  which  has  occurred 
beyond  the  original  estimates  for  providing  the  Irish  Workhouses. 

15.  During  the  last,  as  in  the  preceding  year,  the  Commis- 
sioner resident  in  Ireland  inspected  the  several  buildings  then 
in  progress,  and  took  such  steps  as  appeared  to  be  necessary  in 
each  case  for  ensuring  their  speedy  and  effective  completion.  He 
also  visited  every  Union,  and  examined  all  the  Workhouses  which 
were  opened,  giving  such  directions  as  the  circumstances  of  each 
appeared  to  require.  On  the  whole,  he  saw  reason  to  be  satisfied 
with  the  order  and  general  management  of  the  several  Workhouses 
then  in  operation;  and, with  due  care  and  attention  on  the  part  of 
the  Guardians,  and  a  vigilant  superintendence  on  the  part  of  the 
Assistant  Commissioners,  there  appears  to  be  good  ground  for 
believing  that  the  Irish  Workhouses  will  generally,  and  ere  long, 
become  all  that  was  intended  by  the  Legislature  in  framing  the 
Law  by  which  they  have  been  created. 
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16  We  have  stated  that  the  Workhouses  have  in  general  been 
finished  satisfactorily,  which  implies  that  the  contractors  have  in 
general  properly  fulfilled  their  engagements  This,  however,  has 
Sot  been  invariably  the  case;  and  we  have  had  much  difficulty  and 
much  trouble  in  some  instances  to  get  the  works  fimshed  m  a 
reasonable  time,  or  in  the  manner  which  we  had  a  nght  to  expec 
and  require  from  the  contractors.  These  difficulties  will,  we  pre- 
sume, to  a  certain  extent,  still  continue  until  the  buildings  are  all 
completed ;  and  no  exertions  on  our  part  will  be  spared  to  sur- 
mount them  whenever  they  may  arise. 

17  In  some  instances  the  Commissioners  have  themselves 
been  compelled  to  take  steps  for  the  completion,  under  their  own 
superintendence,  of  works  that  the  contractors  failed  to  iinish  ac- 
cording to  their  contracts ;  and  in  two  instances  the  Commissioners 
have  been  obliged  to  take  upon  themselves  the  building  of  the 
Workhouses,  in  consequence  of  the  inabihty  of  the  contractor  to 
fulfil  his  eno-agements,  namely,  in  the  cases  of  BaiHeborough 
and  CootehiU,  in  both  of  which  Unions  the  failure  of  the  contrac- 
tor rendered  it  necessary  for  the  Commissioners  to  take  charge  ot 
the  works,  and  make  arrangements  for  carrying  them  on  under 
the  immediate  superintendence  of  their  own  Architect.  This  has 
necessarily  imposed  much  additional  labour  upon  him:  but  it 
could  not  be  avoided,  and  has  succeeded  in  accomplishing  the 
object ;  and  each  of  these  Unions  will  now  have  its  Workhouse 
completed  without  loss  or  additional  charge  beyond  what  would 
otherwise  have  been  incurred,  notwithstanding  the  failure  of  the 
contractor,  and  the  confusion,  trouble,  anil  loss  of  time  which  ne- 
cessarily arose  therefrom. 

18.  At  Baiheborough  also  an  impediment  of  another  kind 
arose,  and  for  which  we  could  not  possibly  have  been  prepared : 
certain  persons  to  whom  the  contractor  had  become  indebted  pro- 
ceeded against  him  by  civil  process,  and  obtained  an  order  for 
seizing  property  to  the  amount  of  their  several  claims  wherever  it 
could  be  found.  With  this  order  they  came  to  the  Bailieborough 
Workhouse  on  the  morning  of  the  2ist  of  October  last,  before  six 
o'clock,  and  broke  into  the  building  whilst  it  was  yet  dark,  as- 
saulting the  watchman,  and  demolishing  and  carrying  away  doors, 
windows,  timbers,  and  materials  of  considerable  value,  in  order  to 
sell  them  in  satisfaction  of  their  demands  upon  the  contractor ; 
and  this  they  did,  although  the  articles  so  taken  had  been  pro- 
vided and  paid  for  by  the  Commissioners,  without  the  contractor's 
intervention  lin  any  way  ;  he  having  in  fact  ceased,  since  the  date 
of  his  assignment,  to  have  anything  to  do  with  the  building,  which 
had  from  that  time  been  carried  on  entirely  by  the  Commissioners. 
A  like  irruption  was  attempted  at  the  CootehiU  house,  but  it  was 
in  the  daytime,  and  the  Clerk  of  the  Works  being  on  the  spot  at 
the  time  prevented  the  accomplishment  of  their  object,  and  com- 
pelled the  individuals  to  quit  the  premises.    An  act  so  violent  and 
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so  unjust,  and  calculated  to  inflict  such  a  serious  loss  upon  the 
Union,  could  not  be  acquiesced  in,  and  we  accordingly  commenced 
proceedings  against  the  parties  implicated,  with  the  view  at  once 
of  vindicating  the  authority  of  the  law,  and  protecting  the  Rate- 
payers of  the  Bailieborough  Union.  Both  of  these  objects  have  been 
accomplished,  a  verdict  having  been  obtained  for  the  prosecution. 

19.  It  was  supposed  by  many  persons  that  we  should  not  be 
able  to  find  individuals  possessed  of  the  requisite  qualifications  for 
fining  the  several  offices  in  the  Unions  in  Ireland ;  and  we  were 
ourselves  not  free  from  apprehensions  on  this  score,  especially 
with  reference  to  the  offices  of  master  and  matron,  on  whom  the 
order  and  efficiency  of  the  Workhouse  would  in  every  instance  so 
much  depend.  We  are  rejoiced  to  be  enabled  to  state,  however,  that 
the  difficulty  arising  from  this  source  has  been  much  less  than 
was  anticipated,  and  that  in  general  very  good  officers  have  been 
obtained.    Many  of  them  were  ignorant  at  first,  and  uninformed 
of  their  duties ;  but  by  sending  them  to  one  of  the  Dublin  Work- 
houses in  the  first  instance,  and  recently  to  one  or  two  of  the  other 
best  managed  houses  for  training  for  a  time,  we  have  been  enabled 
generally  to  secure  efficient  oflBcers.    Hitherto  there  have  been 
very  few  dismissals,  although  we  should  not  hesitate  to  exercise 
the  powers  with  which  we  have  been  invested,  and  to  dismiss  any 
Union  Officers  proved  to  be  incompetent ;  but  we  are  desirous  on 
all  occasions  of  exercising  this  power  in  accordance  with  the 
wishes  and  convictions  of  the  respective  Boards  of  Guardians,  as 
far  as  it  may  be  possible  to  do  so  without  compromising  our  pub- 
lic duty. 

20.  We  gave,  in  the  Appendix  to  our  last  Report,  a  Copy  of 
the  Dietaries  which  had  been  adopted  in  each  of  the  Dublin 
Unions.    The  establishing  of  a  suitable  dietary  is  in  every  case 
a  matter  of  much  importance,  as  respects  the  interest  of  the  Rate- 
payers, and  the  well-being  of  the  inmates ;  and  accordingly,  after 
the  experience  obtained  in  the  several  Workhouses  which  had  been 
opened,  and  after  careful  inquiries  into  the  habits  and  modes  of 
living  of  the  peasantry  and  labouring  classes  in  the  various  parts 
of  the  country,  we  prepared  and  issued  a  circular  recommending 
certain  dietaries  for  adoption  by  the  Guardians,  according  to  the 
circumstances  of  each  Union.    We  have  thought  it  best  to  abstain, 
for  the  present,  from  issuing  any  order  or  orders  for  the  gene- 
ral regulation  of  the  dietaries.    The  dietary  circular  is  given  in 
the  Appendix,*  and  we  also  insert  copies  of  letters  which  have  been 
addressed  to  several  Unions  on  this  subject,  and  on  extra  allow- 
ances to  the  pauper  inmates,  as  serving  to  explain  the  principles 
by  which  the  diet  in  the  Workhouses  ought  in  such  instances  to 
be  regulated. 
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21.  The  orders  which  we  prepared  and  issued  for  regulating 
the  proceedings  of  the  Boards  of  Guardians,  for  the  government 
of  the  Workhouses,  and  for  keeping  the  Union  accounts,  are  given 
in  our  preceding  Reports ;  and  we  have  now  only  to  state  that 
they  have  been  found  to  be  satisfactory,  and  we  have  hitherto  seen 
no  reason  for  making  any  additions  or  alterations  in  any  of  them. 

22.  A  return  of  the  expenditure  upon  the  relief  of  the  poor, 
and  of  the  numbers  relieved  in  each  Union,  in  pursuance  of  the 
123rd  section  of  the  Poor  Relief  Act,  will  be  found  in  the  Appen- 
dix,* in  continuation  of  the  return  given  in  our  last  Report.  The 
accounts  of  the  Unions  in  which  the  Workhouses  are  opened  have 
been  audited  by  the  respective  Assistant  Commissioners,  and  a 
special  report  on  each  audit  has  been  made.  These  Reports 
show  the  working  of  the  system  in  its  details,  pointing  out  and 
commenting  upon  the  good  and  bad  parts  of  the  administration, 
and  exhibiting  and  explaining  the  general  results.  These  Audit 
Reports  appear,  therefore,  better  calculated  than  any  other  docu- 
ments or  statements  which  we  could  produce  to  afford  a  complete 
and  comprehensive  view  of  the  working  of  the  Poor  Law, 
wherever  the  administration  of  relief  to  the  destitute  under  its 
provisions  has  been  brought  into  operation  in  Ireland;  and  we 
accordingly  give  such  of  these  Reports  in  the  Appendixf  as  appear 
best  adapted  for  this  object,  and  we  solicit  attention  to  them,  a« 
affording  the  fullest  explanation  on  the  matters  to  which  they  re- 
fer, as  well  as  giving  considerable  insight  into  the  habits  and  con- 
dition of  the  Irish  people. 

23.  Great  apprehensions  were  at  the  outset  expressed,  that  in 
some  parts  of  the  country  there  would  be  difficulty  in  collecting 
the  Poor  Rates ;  but  we  are  happy  in  being  able  to  state  that, 
with  the  exception  of  a  very  few  instances,  such  apprehensions 
have  proved  to  be  unfounded.  There  has  been  no  general  and 
concerted  resistance  to  the  payment  of  the  rate  in  any  locality.  In 
a  few  instances,  personal  caprice,  or  misapprehension  of  the  law, 
has  incited  individuals  to  refuse  to  pay  the  rate  when  it  has  been 
demanded  :  but  such  refusals  have  not  been  persisted  in  after  the 
commencement  of  legal  proceedings,  or  after  due  explanation  has 
been  given ;  and  in  no  instance  has  any  material  difficulty  arisen, 
where  the  magistrates  have  evinced  a  prompt  and  firm  determina- 
tion in  carrying  out  the  law. 

24.  In  Dublin,  the  rate  has  been  collected  with  a  less  amount 
of  default  than  could  have  been  expected,  without  having  recourse 
to  any  of  the  means  which  the  law  has  provided  to  enforce  pay- 
ment. In  other  places,  the  Guardians  have  found  it  necessary  to 
avail  themselves  of  those  means  against  individual  defaulters.  Ju 
such  cases  we  have  always  advised  forbearance  from  harsh  or 
hasty  measures,  and  have  endeavoured  to  show  which  of  the  modes 
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provided  for  the  recovery  of  the  rate  was  most  suitable  to  the  par- 
ticular case,  so  as  to  avoid  what  might  have  seemed  to  be  severe 
or  oppressive,  where  a  more  lenient  and  less  summary  mode  ap- 
peared likely  to  answer  the  end.  The  true  construction  of  the 
Act,  which  gives  different  remedies  in  different  sections,  was 
doubted  by  some  Boards  of  Guardians,  and  even  by  certain 
inagistrates ;  and  in  order  to  satisfy  the  scruples  of  the  Justices 
sitting  in  petty  sessions  at  Belfast,  we  submitted  a  Report  of  our 
Assistant  Commissioner,  Mr.  Gulson,  on  the  operation  of  the  73rd 
and  78th  sections,  to  the  then  Solicitor-General ;  a  copy  of  which 
Report,  with  the  Solicitor- General's  opinion  on  the  case,  will  be 
found  in  the  Appendix.'^ 

25.  In  our  last  Report,  we  stated  that  the  question  of  rating 
the  landlords  of  all  tenements  at  and  under  bl.  value,  instead  of 
the  occupiers,  had  been  raised  in  the  North  Dublin  Union,  and 
that  the  Guardians  had  strongly  recommended  an  alteration  of 
the  law  to  that  extent,  the  provisions  of  the  72nd  section  for  en- 
abling the  owners  to  compound  for  payment  of  the  rate  on  such 
tenements  having  been  found  ineffective.  The  Guardians  of  the 
South  Dublin  Union  have  since  adopted  a  similar  view,  and  on 
precisely  the  same  grounds,  namely,  that  the  owners  of  tenements 
of  such  small  value  will  in  numerous  instances,  if  not  generally, 
decline  to  compound  under  the  72nd  section,  in  the  expectation 
that  the  occupiers  will  be  enabled  to  escape  the  payment  of  the 
rate  altogether,  in  which  case  they  may  probably  consider  that  the 
exemption  would  go  to  swell  the  amount  of  the  landlord's  rent. 

26.  We  adverted  in  our  last  Report  to  the  education  and  train- 
ing of  the  pauper  children  in  the  several  Workhouses,  and  ex- 
plained the  steps  which  we  had  taken  in  reference  to  this  most 
important  subject,  on  which  we  continue  to  feel  extreme  solicitude; 
for  the  condition  and  usefulness  of  these  children  in  after-life, 
moral,  social,  and  religious,  will  mainly  depend  uj)on  the  manner 
in  which  they  are  educated  and  trained  after  they  have  been  re- 
ceived into  the  Workhouses.  Our  unceasing  and  earnest  attention 
will  be  given  in  furtherance  of  this  object,  in  which  we  are  unable 
to  say  that  such  progress  has  yet  been  made  as  to  preclude  the 
necessity  for  further  exertion  on  the  part  of  the  several  Boards  of 
Guardians,  as  well  as  of  the  Commissioners. 

27-  As  regards  religious  instruction,  we  have  been  especially 
desirous  of  maintaining  inviolate  the  principles  laid  down  in  the 
49th  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Act ;  and  on  the  occasion  of 
a  communication  from  the  Protestant  Chaplain  of  the  South  Dublin 
Union  Workhouse,  which  led  us  to  apprehend  an  infraction  of  those 
principles,  we  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Board  of 
Guardians  on  the  subject  Copies  of  this  letter  were  sent  to  each  of 
the  Chaplains,  and  it  expresses  our  views  so  fully  on  this  important 
question,  that  we  have  deemed  it  right  to  insert  it  in  the  Appendix,  f 
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28.  There  are  peculiar  difficulties  in  the  way  of  getting  young 
persons  out  into  service  or  permanent  occupation  of  any  kind  in 
Ireland,  owing  to  the  dearth  of  employment,  as  compared  with 
the  numbers  m  search  of  it ;  and  even  with  the  very  best  modes 
established  for  training  and  educating  the  Workhouse  Children, 
we  fear  that  the  difficulty  of  finding  opportunities  for  placing  them 
out  in  the  world,  so  that  they  may  be  enabled  to  earn  their  own 
livelihood,  will  still  be  very  great.    The  difficulty  will  probably 
be  somewhat  less  with  the  boys  than  with  the  girls,  but  we  are 
apprehensive  that  it  will  be  great  with  respect  to  both ;  and  it 
will  be  worthy  of  consideration  if  some  arrangement  cannot  be 
made  for  sending  a  certain  number  of  these  young  persons  an- 
nually to  the  colonies.    We  fear  that  much  inconvenience  will 
arise  from  this  source,  and  inconvenience  has  in  fact  already 
arisen  in  the  two  Dublin  Unions,  and  at  Cork,  Waterford, 
Limerick,  and  Belfast,  where  a  number  of  young  persons,  mostly 
females,  have  been  congregated  in  the  Workhouses,  for  whom 
no  employment  can  be  found.    By  the  51st  section  of  the  Poor 
Relief  Act,  provision  is  made  for  defraying  the  expense  of  emi- 
gration from  any  Electoral  Division,  whenever  it  may  be  proved 
to  be  necessary;  but  there  is  nothing  in  the  Act  to  enable  a 
Board  of  Guardians  to  deal  with  cases  such  as  those  which  have 
arisen  in  the  Dublin,  Cork,  and  Limerick  Unions,  where  a  con- 
siderable number  of  friendless  young  persons  have  been  congre- 
gated in  the  Workhouses,  and  are  there  for  the  most  part  main- 
tained as  casual  paupers  at  the  common  charge  of  the  Union : 
neither  are  there  any  means  of  providing  for  their  proper  care 
and  superintendence,  even  although  the  funds  necessary  for  their 
removal  to  one  of  the  colonies  could  be  obtained.    These  friend- 
less young  persons  must  therefore  of  necessity  remain  as  at  present, 
a  fruitless  burthen  upon  the  community,  unless  an  outlet  for  them 
can  be  found,  or  some  step  be  taken  to  apply  a  remedy  to  the  ex- 
isting evil. 

29.  In  connexion  with  Workhouse  management  we  may  notice 
the  difficulty  everywhere  experienced  of  finding  suitable  employ- 
ment for  the  inmates.  The  unprofitableness  of  pauper  labour  is 
so  generally  admitted,  as  to  require  no  argument  for  establishing 
the  proposition ;  and  if  this  is  the  case  in  England,  w'here  the 
field  of  employment  is  so  large  and  so  varied,  it  must  be,  at  least, 
equally  true  with  respect  to  Ireland,  where  the  labour-market  is 
in  so  many  instances  overcharged. 

30.  All  that  has  hitherto  been  attempted  in  this  respect  in 
the  Irish  Workhouses  has  been  to  endeavour  to  provide  employ- 
ment of  the  simplest  and  commonest  description,  especially  for 
the  more  aged  and  infirm  of  both  sexes,  who  constitute  the  great 
majority  of  the  inmates.  These  are  generally  employed  in 
oakum  picking ;  in  the  picking,  carding,  and  spinning  of  wool ;  in 
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knitting ;  and  some  few  in  making  and  mending  the  clothes  be- 
longing to  the  establishment.  Of  the  able-bodied  men  very  few- 
have  been  admitted,  and  there  are  scarcely  any  of  this  class  in  the 
Workhouses,  although  there  are  a  great  many  of  the  partially-dis- 
abled, who  are  for  the  most  part  occupied  in  the  kitchen  and 
doing  the  rougher  work  about  the  house  and  yards;  and  where 
this  does  not  afford  sufficient  occupation,  they  are  employed  in 
breakmg  stones.  The  able-bodied  women  (with  or  without  chil- 
dren) are  generally  employed  in  household  work;  and  in  several 
of  the  houses  there  are  not  a  sufficient  number  of  these  to  clean 
and  keep  the  house  in  proper  order,  without  the  aid  of  paid  as- 
sistants ;  but  where  the  number  of  able-bodied  women  is  greater 
than  can  be  so  employed  in  household  work,  they  are  set  to  work 
with  the  needle,  or  in  carding,  spinning,  and  knitting.  On  the 
whole,  therefore,  the  difficulty  with  respect  to  employment  in  the 
Irish  Workhouses  is  not  perhaps  greater,  or  even  so  great,  as 
might  have  been  apprehended,  owing  to  the  very  large  proportion 
of  the  aged  and  infirm  of  whom  the  inmates  consist.  With  re- 
gard to  the  children,  and  the  youths  of  both  sexes,  in  addition  to 
the  instruction  which  they  receive,  it  has  been  our  endeavour  to 
impress  upon  the  Guardians  the  necessity  of  training  them  up 
in  habits  of  industry,  by  which  they  may  in  due  time  be  fitted 
for  earning  their  own  Hvelihood.  They  are  accordingly,  when 
not  at  school,  employed  in  occupations  fitted  to  their  age  and 
strength.  The  girls,  under  the  matron,  in  household  work,  or  in 
working  with  their  needle ;  the  boys  working  in  the  yards,  or  in 
the  garden,  or  at  some  trade  in  the  house — thus  accustoming 
their  hands  to  labour,  and  developing  their  muscular  powers,  and 
fitting  them  for  the  every-day  occupations  of  life. 

31.  We  described  in  detail,  in  our  last  Report,  the  steps 
which  had  been  taken  in  reference  to  the  Workhouses  of  the  two 
Dublin  Unions,  and  we  are  now  enabled  to  state  that  the  altera- 
rations  and  arrangements  have  been  generally  found  satisfactory 
and  to  work  well.  The  number  of  inmates  in  each  of  these  houses, 
during  the  last  year,  has  for  the  most  part  been  about  two  thou- 
sand, and  at  some  periods,  particularly  in  the  winter  months,  it 
exceeded  that  number.    Yet  the  inmates  have,  on  the  whole,  been 
remarkably  healthy,  and  fewer  deaths  have  occurred  than  mio-ht 
have  been  expected,  looking  at  the  advanced  age,  and  generally 
depressed  physical  condition,  of  a  large  proportion  of  the  indivi- 
duals admitted.    But  4:he  absence  of  all  exciting  influences,  the 
regular  hours,  due  supplies  of  food  and  clothing,  and  the  warmth 
and  ventilation  which  are  found  in  a  Workhouse,  in  a  superior 
degree  to  what  can  be  obtained  by  the  same  classes  out  of  it, 
have  conduced  to  the  pireservation  of  the  health,  and,  we  doubt  not, 
to  the  extension  of  the  life  of  its  inmates. 

32.  With  respect  to  the  health  of  the  very  young  children 
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however,  the  experience  of  the  Dublia  Workhouses  does  not 
afford  results  equally  satisfactory.  A  large  proportion  of  the^se 
infants  were  in  a  diseased  or  extremely  emaciated  state  at  the 
time  that  they  were  admitted  into  the  house,  and  very  many  of 
them,  from  their  then  condition,  could  hardly  be  expected  to  hve. 
The  mortality  which  took  place  among  these  infant  children  ac- 
cordingly turned  out  to  be  considerable;  and  when  a  question 
was  raised  upon  this  point  in  the  North  Dublin  Union,  we  at 
once  determined  to  have  the  whole  subject  carefully  investigated  ; 
and  the  Reports  of  Mr.  Hall,  Mr.  Phelan,  and  Drs.  Kennedy 
and  Corrigan,  which  are  inserted  in  the  Appendix,  will  show  the 
nature  and  result  of  the  inquiry.* 

33.  These  Reports,  and  the  Evidence  on  which  they  are 
founded,  have  since  been  presented  to  Parliament,  and  we  trust 
they  will  show  that  there  has  been  no  neglect  on  the  part  of  the 
Commissioners  or  on  that  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  North 
Dublin  Union;  and  that  although  the  mortality  among  the  infants 
under  two  years  of  age  in  the  Workhouse  was  large,  it  yet  had  not 
exceeded,  but  had  rather  fallen  short  of,  the  average  mortality 
among  infants  of  the  same  age  and  class  in  Foundling  Hospitals 
or  other  like  institutions,  or  even  at  large  under  the  care  of  their 
parents. 

34.  We  have  felt  it  our  duty  to  give  all  the  advice  and  as- 
sistance in  our  power  to  such  Boards  of  Guardians  as  were  dis- 
posed to  avail  themselves  of  the  provisions  contained  in  the  Act, 
for  recovering  from  the  relatives  of  persons  relieved  in  the  Work- 
house the  cost  of  their  maintenance,  where  those  relatives  were  of 
sufficient  ability  to  maintain  them.  In  the  proceedings  taken 
under  these  provisions  many  questions  have  arisen  ;  and  as  an 
instance,  we  have  given  in  the  Appendixj  a  case  submitted  by  us 
to  the  present  Attorney-General,  of  the  desertion  of  a  wife  by  her 
husband,  where  such  desertion  led  to  the  wife's  being  compelled 
to  obtain  relief  in  the  Workhouse  of  the  Clonmel  Union.  That 
the  several  Boards  of  Guardians  ought,  in  the  due  fulfilment  of 
the  duties  devolved  upon  them,  to  take  steps  for  enforcing  the 
provisions  of  the  Act  in  this  respect,  and  for  compelling  the  natural 
relations  of  destitute  persons,  whenever  able,  to  provide  for  their 
support,  there  cannot,  we  apprehend,  be  any  doubt,  it  being  no 
less  a  legal  than  a  moral  and  religious  obligation;  and  we  have 
accordingly  never  failed  to  press  the  fulfilment  of  this  duty  upon 
the  Guardians  on  all  occasions,  and  we  shall  continue  to  do  so,  in 
the  conviction  that  the  liabilities  of  natural  relations,  as  established 
by  the  53rd  and  four  following  sections  of  the  Poor  Relief  Act,  are 
calculated  to  confer  an  important  benefit  upon  the  whole  com- 
munity. 


35.  We  have  from  the  first  been  furnished  with  copies  of  the 
*  App.  D,  No.  4.  t  App.  C,  No.  9. 
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Minutes  of  the  several  Boards  of  Guardians,  either  through  the 
Assistant  Commissioner,  who  has,  as  far  as  it  was  possible,  at- 
tended every  meeting,  or  else  direct-ly  by  the  Clerk.  After  each 
Workhouse  was  opened,  we  were  also  furnished  with  a  return  of 
the  number  of  inmates,  and  we  maintained  such  a  communication 
with  the  several  Functionaries  as  served  to  keep  us  informed  of 
the  progress  and  proceedings  in  each  Union.  As  the  number 
of  Workhouses  in  operation  increased,  it  became  necessary  that 
we  should  be  furnished  with  more  minute  details  as  to  the  number 
and  circunistances  of  the  inmates,  and  particularly  as  to  the  state 
of  health  in  the  House ;  and  we  accordingly  prepared  a  form  of 
Return,  to  be  made  weekly  when  the  Guardians  hold  their  meet- 
ings. We  give  in  the  Appendix*  the  form  of  this  Return,  and  the 
letter  of  Instructions  which  accompanied  it ;  and  its  regular  trans- 
mission will  enable  us  to  judge  of  the  state  of  each  Workhouse,  and 
to  take  such  steps  as  may  appear  to  be  necessary  on  any  occasion. 

36.  On  the  admission  of  inmates,  it  became  necessary  to 
"  take  order "  for  the  due  administration  of  religious  service  in 
the  several  Workhouses,  in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  the 
48th  section  of  the  Poor  Relief  Act.  The  number  and  the 
denomination  of  the  Chaplains  to  be  appointed  are  there  defined, 
and  their  duties  are  pointed  out :  but  the  fixing  of  the  salaries 
is  left  entirely  to  the  Commissioners'  discretion ;  and  it  therefore 
became  our  duty  to  consider  on  what  principle  these  salaries 
should  be  regulated,  so  as  to  be  at  once  in  accordance  with  the 
general  scope  and  intention  of  the  Act,  satisfactory  to  the  great 
body  of  the  Ratepayers,  and  just  to  the  Chaplains  themselves. 
The  only  precedent  bearing  upon  the  case  that  we  could  refer 
to,  was  that  of  the  Irish  Gaol  Act,  which  establishes  an  equality 
of  salary  on  all  occasions  between  the  Protestant  and  Roman 
Catholic  Chaplains.  But  in  framing  the  48th  section  of  the 
Poor  Relief  Act,  the  Legislature  abstained  from  following  this 
precedent,  and  left  the  salaries  of  the  Chaplains,  in  common 
with  all  other  salaries,  to  be  regulated  by  the  Commissioners, 
with  reference  to  the  duties  to  be  performed  in  each  case,  this 
being  the  principle  by  which  we  have  been  invariably  governed 
in  fixing  the  officers'  salaries,  as  well  in  England  as  in  Ireland. 
Now,  in  acting  upon  this  principle,  we  have  found  it  impossible 
to  establish  an  equality  of  salary,  in  every  instance,  to  the  Cliap- 
lains  of  each  of  the  three  denominations,  the  number  of  inmates, 
and  consequently  the  amount  of  duty  to  be  performed  by  each, 
being  often  unequal. 

37.  In  the  North  of  Ireland,  the  members  of  the  Established 
Church,  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church,  are  not  generally  so  unequal,  as  to  render  it  necessary 
that  there  should  be  any  difTerencc  in  the  Cliaplains'  salaries  ; 
and  we  have,  accordingly,  in  most  of  the  Northern  Unions, 
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vecrulated  them  all  by  the  same  standard.  But  in  the  South 
and  the  West  of  Ireland  the  case  is  widely  different,  the  number 
of  Roman  Catholics  there  generally  so  much  exceeding  those 
of  the  other  persuasions,  as  to  prevent  any  approximation  to 
an  equality.  In  some,  if  not  in  several  of  the  Workhouses  m 
the  Western  Districts,  we  doubt  if  there  be  a  single  Protestant 
inmate,  and  in  many  of  the  other  houses  the  number  will  be  very 
small ;  and  in  these  cases  we  have  considered  it  to  be  our  duty, 
in  accordance  with  what  we  beheve  to  have  been  the  intentions 
of  the  Legislature,  to  assign  a  less  salary  to  the  Chaplain  of  the 
Established  Church,  than  to  the  Roman  Catholic  Chaplain ;  but 
in  no  instance  have  we  assigned  less  than  20Z.  to  the  former,  if 
there  were  even  only  a  single  Protestant  inmate,  whilst  60Z.  is 
the  maximum  to  the  latter,  whatever  may  be  the  number  of 
Roman  Catholics  in  the  house,  except  in  the  case  of  the  two 
Dublin  Unions,  where  75/.  is  given,  the  Protestant  Chaplain 
having  at  the  same  time  a  salary  of  50Z. 

38.  Owing  to  the  circumstances  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Church  in  Ireland,  there  is  found  to  be  a  difficulty  in  providing 
Chaplains  of  that  persuasion  for  the  Irish  Workhouses,  without 
giving  a  higher  salary  than  is  usually  assigned  to  the  Workhouse 
chaplains  in  England.  The  Roman  Cathohc  clergy  having  no 
parochial  endowments,  their  income  is  derived  from  their  flocks, 
and  their  number  is  regulated  by  their  Bishops  according  to  the 
extent  and  population  of  the  respective  parishes;  and  for  the 
most  part  the  parish  priest,  and  his  curate  or  curates,  as  the  case 
may  be,  may  be  said  to  be  occupied  with  the  duties  prescribed 
by  their  Church  up  to  the  full  extent  of  their  powers.  Assuming 
this  to  be  the  case,  it  follows  that  whenever  a  Workhouse  is 
erected  in  a  parish,  the  priest  cannot  undertake  the  duty  of  the 
Workhouse  chaplain  without  omitting  some  of  his  other  duties, 
unless  he  obtain  the  assistance  of  an  additional  curate,  for  whose 
maintenance  a  sufficient  salary  must  be  assigned. 

39.  These  circumstances,  together  with  other  matters  con- 
nected with  the  services  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  were 
brought  under  our  notice  by  a  deputation  from  the  Roman 
Catholic  Bishops  assembled  in  Dublin ;  which  led  to  a  com- 
munication detailing  the  wishes  of  the  prelates  collectively,  from 
the  Rev.  Dr.  CroUy,  the  Roman  Catholic  primate ;  whose  letter, 
with  our  answer,  addressed  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Murray,  the  Roman 
Catholic  Archbishop  of  Dublin,  stating  our  views  on  the  question, 
will  be  found  in  the  Appendix.* 

40.  The  valuations  of  rateable  property  have  been  steadily 
proceeding  in  the  several  Unions,  and  are  now  completed  in  one 
hundred  and  ten,  and  are  in  progress  in  all  the  others ;  and  before 
the  end  of  the  present  year  they  will,  we  expect,  be  completed 
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throughout  Ireland,  In  our  previous  Reports  we  have  stated  our 
opinion  as  to  the  way  in  which  this  very  important  duty  had 
generally  been  performed  by  the  Valuators  ;  and  the  Instructioas 
which  we  had  prepared  and  issued  for  their  guidance  are  also 
there  given :  so  that  we  have  now  only  to  confirm  our  previous 
statements  as  to  the  general  sufficiency  of  the  valuations,  without, 
however,  venturing  to  assert  that  they  are  in  every  instance  free 
from  error.  Indeed,  it  is  almost  impossible  that  they  should  be 
sOj  the  value  of  properties  constantly  changing  as  circumstances 
change :  but  the  Irish  valuations  have  already  attained  to  a 
satisfactory  state  of  average  accuracy ;  and  they  will  become 
still  more  correct,  after  the  successive  revisions  which  they  vrill 
undergo,  prior  to  the  imposition  of  every  new  rate. 

41.  The  coming  into  operation  of  the  Municipal  Corporations' 
Act  in  Dublin  led  to  a  more  particular  inquiry  into,  and  con- 
sideration of,  the  means  provided  by  law  for  the  revision  and 
amendment  of  the  valuations ;  and  we  found  it  expedient  to 
consult  the  Attorney-General  on  several  points.  Two  cases  that 
were  submitted  to  him  on  this  occasion,  together  with  his  opinions 
thereoUj  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix.*  The  result  of  this 
inquiry,  and  the  opinion  given  by  the  Attorney-General,  deter- 
mined us  to  direct  the  appointment,  in  certain  instances,  of  a 
permanent  officer,  to  be  called  a  Supervisor  of  Valuations  and 
Rates;  and  on  this  officer  was  devolved  the  duty  of  superin- 
tending the  collection  as  well  as  the  making  of  the  rate.  Such 
an  officer  may  perhaps  be  only  permanently  necessary  in  the 
Unions  comprising  large  towns ;  but  a  revision  of  the  valuations 
will  occasionally  be  required  in  the  other  Unions  likewise,  and 
we  shall  be  prepared  to  appoint  or  to  direct  the  appointment  of  a 
Revisor  in  every  such  case.  The  instructions  which  we  have 
given  to  the  Revisor  of  Valuations  and  Rates  in  Dublin  and 
Limerick  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix. f 

42.  We  were  called  upon  by  Lord  Eliot,  at  the  end  of  last 
November,  by  direction  of  his  Excellency  the  Lord- Lieutenant, 
to  obtain  information  from  the  several  Unions  in  which  the 
valuations  had  been  completed,  as  to  the  number  of  tenements  in 
each  at  and  under  certain  grades  of  value.  This  information  we 
accordingly  used  our  best  exertions  to  obtain,  and  copies  of  the 
Returns  furnished  by  the  Clerks  of  the  several  Unions,  arranged 
in  the  most  convenient  form  we  could  devise,  were  forwarded  to 
Lord  Eliot  on  the  19th  of  February,  together  with  the  opinions  of 
the  Assistant-Commissioners  in  charge  of  the  respective  Unions, 
as  to  the  correctness  of  the  valuation  in  each. 

43.  Doubts  had,  a,t  various  times,  previously  to  the  proceedings 
under  the  Irish  Municipal  Reform  Act  in  Dublin,  been  expressed 
with  reference  to  the  filling  up  of  the  several  columns  in  the 
rate-book.    The  form  in  which  every  rate  must  be  made  is 
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prescribed  by  the  Poor  Relief  Act,  and  no  small  difficulty  was 
experienced  in  ascertaining  and  correctly  entering  the  numerous 
particulars  required.  So  long  as  the  rate  was  only  applied  to  its 
primary  purposes,  that  of  raising  the  necessary  funds  for  the 
relief  of  the  poor,  and  that  of  determining  the  questions  connected 
with  the  constitution  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  the  doubts  and 
difficulties  referred  to  had  no  mischievous  effect  in  practice ;  the 
requisite  sums  were  justly  assessed  and  levied,  and  legally 
qualified  Guardians  were  duly  elected.  But  when  the  rate  came 
to  be  used  as  the  basis  of  the  municipal  franchise,  respecting  the 
possession  and  exercise  of  which  much  excitement  existed  in 
Dublin,  those  doubts  and  difficulties  originated  many  serious 
questions.  The  conduct  of  the  Guardians,  by  whom  the  rates 
were  made  was  impugned,  and  a  charge  amounting  to  an  accu- 
sation of  intentional  unfairness  from  party  motives,  or  at  least  to 
culpable  neglect  of  duty,  was  made  against  them  to  the  Secretary 
of  State.  The  memorial  embodying  this  charge  was  referred  to 
us,  and  our  Assistant-Commissioner,  Mr.  Hall,  was  directed  to 
make  inquiry  into  its  allegations,  and  to  report  fully  as  to  the 
existence  of  such  defects  and  irregularities,  which  were  represented 
to  be  of  such  frequency  and  magnitude,  as  to  offer  an  insuperable 
obstacle  to  the  fair  and  impartial  carrying  out  of  the  initiatory 
proceedings  under  the  Municipal  Act.  We  give  Mr.  Hall's 
Report  entire  in  the  Appendix,*  as  showing  the  history  of  the 
Dublin  rates,  and  the  measures  by  which  the  Board  of  Guardians 
of  the  two  Dublin  Unions  endeavoured  to  give  fair  and  equal 
effect  to  this  department  of  the  Poor  Law. 

44.  It  is  only  necessary  now  to  observe,  in  connexion  with 
this  transaction,  that  we  consider  that  the  appointment  of  a 
competent  supervisor  will  be  especially  useful  in  preventing  a 
recurrence  of  such  unintentional  omissions  and  errors  as  might, 
on  future  occasions,  serve  as  the  foundation  of  similar  complaints, 

45.  In  our  last  Report  we  explained  very  fully  our  views 
with  reference  to  the  election  of  Guardians,  and  stated  our  reasons 
for  adhering  to  the  order  of  election  as  then  established,  although 
we  considered  that  its  working  had  not  been  in  all  respects  satis- 
factory. We  deemed  this  preferable  to  making  any  large  change 
at  that  time,  in  the  mode  of  collecting  the  votes  or  otherwise,  and 
we  have  seen  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  our  decision,  the  improve- 
ments which  we  have  been  enabled  to  introduce  in  the  various 
details  having  greatly  lessened  the  obstacles  which  occurred  in 
the  earlier  elections  ;  so  that  with  the  facilities  which  experience 
imparts,  and  as  the  rate-payers  become  better  acquainted  with 
their  duties  and  their  privileges,  and  accustomed  to  the  exercise 
of  their  proper  functions,  we  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  elec- 
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tions  in  the  Irish  Unions  will,  in  general,  be  hereafter  conducted 
in  an  orderly  and  satisfactory  manner. 

46.  In  Ireland,  as  in  England,  we  determined  to  appoint  the 
Clerk  of  each  Union  to  be  the  returning  officer,  except  in  cases 
where. the  Clerk  was  considered  to  be  incompetent  to  the  duty. 
The  Clerk  of  the  Union,  in  the  ordinary  execution  of  his  duties, 
necessarily  becomes  acquainted  with  most  of  the  details  which 
require  to  be  attended  to  in  conducting  the  election  of  Guardians  ; 
and  to  make  him  the  returning  officer  would  seem,  therefore,  to 
be  the  natural  and  obvious  course ;  whilst  if  another  person  was 
to  be  appointed  to  the  office,  he  would  necessarily  have  to  learn 
much  with  which  the  Clerk  was  already  conversant,  and  w  ould 
require  information  which  the  Clerk  only  could  afford.  These 
considerations  led  us  to  decide  upon  appointing  the  Clerks  to 
be  returnmg  officers;  and  hitherto  we  have  seen  no  reason  to 
doubt  the  propriety  of  that  course,  but,  on  the  contrary,  every- 
thing to  satisfy  us  of  its  expediency.  A  detailed  tabular  state- 
ment of  the  result  of  the  recent  elections  will  be  found  in  the 
Appendix.* 

47.  The  proviso  contained  in  the  twentieth  section  of  the 
Act  was  thought  to  authorise  the  continuance  in  office  of  any 
individual  Guardian  who  at  the  close  of  the  year  was  not  dis- 
placed by  the  election  of  anothei-  person.  The  apparent  con- 
venience of  such  an  arrangement  was  in  favour  of  that  construction, 
and  led  to  its  being  in  several  instances  adopted  as  the  true  one. 
We,  however,  were  led  by  a  careful  consideration  of  all  the 
sections,  in  connexion  with  which  the  twentiethsection  must  be 
taken,  to  doubt  the  validity  of  such  a  construction,  and  we 
accordingly  submitted  a  case  to  the  Attorney-General.  His 
opinion  was  adverse  to  attaching  such  an  operation  to  the  proviso, 
which  he  considers  does  not  take  effect  in  the  instance  of  an 
individual  Guardian,  but  is  intended  to  apply  to  the  Board 
collectively.  The  case,  with  a  detailed  statement  of  the  con- 
siderations which  inclined  the  Commissioners  to  that  view  which 
was  afterwards  taken  by  the  Attorney- General,  together  with  his 
opinion  thereon,  will  be  found  in  the  Appendix.  | 

48.  The  steps  which  we  took  for  carrying  out  the  provisions 
of  the  Vaccination  Extension  Act  (3  and  4  Vict.,  c.  29)  are  ex- 
plained in  our  last  Report.  We  have  continued  to  give  our  best 
attention  to  this  subject,  and  have  spared  no  effort  to  realise  the 
benevolent  intentions  of  the  legislature  for  extending  the  benefits 
of  vaccination,  and  for  preventing  the  occurrence  and  the  spreading 
of  small-pox.  We  have  inserted  in  the  AppendixJ  a  summary 
of  the  resuhs  in  the  several  Unions,  together  with  a  Report  of 
Mr.  Phelan,§  and  certain  other  documents  in  reference  to  vacci- 
nation. 
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49.  Our  Inquiry  into  the  Irish  Medical  Charities,  in  pursu- 
ance of  the  powers  given  to  us  by  the  46th  and  47th  sections  of 
the  Poor  Relief  Act,  was  so  far  advanced  at  the  period  of  our 
last  Annual  Report,  as  to  enable  us  shortly  after  to  present  a 
distinct  Report  thereon  to  Her  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department,  by  whom  it  was  laid  before  Parliament. 
The  inquiry  was  continued  by  Mr.  Phelan  and  Dr.  Corr,  with 
the  aid  of  the  Assistant-Commissioners  of  the  respective  districts, 
in  the  mode  explained  in  our  last  Report,  and  was  brought  to  a 
conclusion  on  the  29th  October,  1841,  when  the  services  of  Dr. 
Corr  were  discontinued,  he  having  been  specially  engaged  for 
this  particular  service.  The  results  of  the  inquiry  so  continued 
were  presented  to  you  on  the  2nd  of  February  last,  as  the  re- 
maining portion  of  the  Appendix  to  the  Report  previously  made. 

50.  In  describing  the  difficulties  connected  with  the  building 
of  the  Workhouses,  we  have,  in  a  former  part  of  this  Report, 
adverted  to  the  very  unfavourable  state  of  the  weather  during  the 
greater  portion  of  last  year.  The  excessive  rains,  and  the  general 
prevalence  of  cold,  ungenial  weather,  affected  both  the  grain  and 
the  potato  crops,  which,  in  consequence,  were  neither  so  early,  so 
abundant,  nor  so  good  in  quality,  as  they  otherwise  would  have 
been.  It  had  been  nearly  the  same  for  the  two  or  three  previous 
years;  and  this  succession  of  unfavourable  seasons  necessarily 
tended  to  increase  the  distress,  which  has  unhappily  been  so  pre- 
valent in  Ireland,  especially  in  the  western  districts  during  the 
months  of  June,  July,  and  August.  But  notwithstanding  the  ex- 
istence of  much  distress  from  these  causes,  it  was  met  and  over- 
come by  the  energies  of  the  people  themselves,  without  the  inter- 
vention of  any  aid  from  Government,  or  other  sources,  as  had 
been  usual  in  former  seasons.  We  regard  this  circumstance  with 
great  satisfaction,  as  affording  proof  of  the  improved  habits  of  the 
people. 

51.  As  an  additional  proof  of  the  improvements  which  are 
now  in  progress  in  Ireland,  we  may  refer  to  the  establishment  of 
societies,  in  several  of  the  Unions,  for  the  purpose  of  diffusing 
information  on  the  subject  of  agriculture,  and  exciting  a  spirit  of 
emulation  among  the  farmers,  and  inducing  them  to  adopt  im- 
proved methods  of  cultivation.  We  adverted  to  this  subject  in 
our  last  Report,  and  stated  our  conviction  that  the  machinery  of 
the  Poor  Law  Unions  might  be  made  indirectly,  if  not  directly, 
available  for  other  beneficial  objects  besides  the  administration  of 
relief  to  the  destitute.  The  correctness  of  this  opinion  is,  we 
think,  proved  by  the  formation  of  a  considerable  number  of 
*' Union  Agricultural  Societies,"  through  the  agency  and  under 
the  immediate  siqiorintendence  of  tfie  Union  functionaries, 
although  kept  in  all  respects  totally  distinct  from  the  Union  Poor 


20     Chargeability  of  Paupers  to  Electoral  Divisions.  [8th 


Law  proceedings.  In  establishing  and  managing  these  societies, 
the  Guardians  act  in  their  individual  capacity  only,  using  the 
influence  which  their  position  in  the  Union  gives  them,  and 
availing  themselves  of  the  facilities  afforded  by  the  regular  meet- 
ings of  the  members  of  the  Board,  and  of  others  connected  with 
the  business  of  the  Union,  to  disseminate  useful  information,  and 
to  urge  the  adoption  of  improved  methods  of  culture,  in  which 
all  are  so  largely  interested.  We  have  endeavoured  to  promote 
and  encourage  the  formation  of  these  agricultural  societies  in 
the  several  Unions,  insisting  only  upon  their  being  kept  perfectly 
distinct  from  the  regular  proceedings  of  the  Boards  of  Guardians, 
with  which,  in  fact,  it  is  totally  unnecessary,  as  it  is  nearly  im- 
possible, for  them  to  be  connected ;  and  we  augiu-  the  best  results 
from  associations  so  constituted,  their  objects  being  definite  and 
intelligible  to  all,  and  their  efforts  being  limited  to  the  confines 
of  the  Union,  every  individual  resident  within  which  must  be  more 
or  less  benefited  by  the  labours  of  the  society,  and  must,  therefore, 
take  a  lively  interest  in  its  success. 

52,  We  adverted,  in  our  last  Report,  to  the  difficulties  which 
had  arisen  in  the  Cork  Union,  with  reference  to  the  chargeability 
of  the  paupers  to  the  several  Electoral  Divisions,  and  we  gave 
in  the  Appendix  the  correspondence  which  took  place  on  that 
occasion,  together  with  the  opinion  of  the  Law-officers  of  the 
Crown  upon  the  points  raised  by  the  Cork  Board  of  Guardians. 
The  question  of  chargeability  is  one  of  so  much  importance,  in- 
volving so  many  interests,  that  we  can  hardly  expect  it  to  settle 
at  once  in  all  the  Unions  into  the  precise  shape  intended  by  the 
legislature;  and  accordingly  it  has  again  been  raised  in  the 
Limerick  Union,  and  with  a  degree  of  earnestness  that  required 
our  immediate  interference. 

53.  In  Limerick,  as  at  Cork,  the  parties  at  issue  were  the 
Guardians  of  the  city,  and  the  rural  divisions,  the  latter  com- 
plaining that  they  were  unduly  charged  with  the  maintenance  of 
paupers  properly  belonging  to  the  former,  and  calling  upon  us 
to  interfere  and  enforce  a  correct  registration,  and  a  due  execution 
of  the  law.  We  accordingly  directed  our  Assistant  Commis- 
sioner, Mr.  Hawley,  to  investigate  the  circumstances  ;  and  the 
result'  of  his  inquiries  clearly  showed  that  the  majority  of  the 
Limerick  Board  of  Guardians  had  been  acting  in  a  manner  con- 
trary to  the  express  provisions  of  the  Act,  by  charging  to  the 
Union  at  large  paupers  whose  maintenance  ought  to  have  been 
cliarged  to  certain  of  the  Electoral  Divisions.  This  appeared  to 
be  more  particularly  the  case  with  respect  to  the  Limerick 
Electoral  Division,  a  large  proportion  of  the  paupers  entered  m 
the  Register  as  chargeable  to  the  Union  at  large  having  in  fact 
been  resident  in  Limerick,  and  being  therefore  chargeable  to  that 
Electoral  Division.    Our  views  on  the  question  were  repeatedly 
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and  fully  stated  to  the  Guardians,  and  although  we  are  not  em- 
powered to  direct  an  alteration  of  the  entry  made  in  the  Register 
at  the  time  of  the  pauper's  admission,  we  cannot  doubt  that  the 
Limerick  Board  of  Guardians  will  of  themselves  shortly  become 
sensible  of  the  necessity  of  a  strict  adherence  to  law  in  this  respect ; 
and  that,  instead  of  charging  the  Union  at  large,  as  they  hitherto 
have  done,  with  a  certain  class  of  pa\ipers,  a  majority  of  the 
Board  will  take  care  that  the  register  of  admissions  is  in  future 
duly  filled  up,  according  to  the  provisions  of  the  43rd  and  44th 
sections  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Act.  We  beg  leave  to  refer  to 
the  correspondence  and  other  documents  connected  with  the  ques- 
tion of  chargeability,  as  it  occurred  at  Limerick,  which  are  inserted 
in  the  Appendix.* 

54.  In  our  last  Annual  Report  we  stated  our  views  with  re- 
spect to  the  expediency  of  a  measure  for  repressing  Mendicancy 
in  Ireland.  It  appears  to  us  that  a  measure  of  this  sort,  adapted 
to  the  circumstances  of  the  country,  ought  to  follow,  if  it  does  not 
accompany,  the  introduction  of  the  Poor  Law  and  the  opening 
of  the  Workhouses.  It  is  true  that  the  Poor  Relief  Act  does  not 
confer  a  right  to  relief,  and  that  the  Workhouses  may  possibly  be 
sometimes  inadequate  to  the  reception  of  all  persons  in  the  Union 
who  may  be  in  a  state  of  destitution  :  but  a  rate  is  nevertheless 
made  for  the  relief  of  the  destitute,  and  the  persons  whose  condi- 
tion is  most  helpless  are  received  by  the  Guardians  into  the  Work- 
house. Accordingly  an  opinion  prevails  very  generally  throughout 
Ireland  that  means  ought  to  be  taken  for  diminishing  mendi- 
cancy, in  a  ratio  corresponding  with  the  facilities  which  have 
been  afforded  for  the  relief  of  destitution.  We  stated  in  our 
Report  of  last  year  that  forty  Boards  of  Guardians  had  expressed 
opinions  favourable  to  such  a  measure.  A  public  meeting  was 
recently  called  at  Dublin  for  considering  the  subject,  at  which  it 
was  resolved  to  apply  to  the  Irish  Government,  urging  the 
necessity  of  immediate  steps  being  taken  to  put  down  the  evil  of 
mendicancy.  A  copy  of  the  Memorial  prepared  on  the  occasion, 
and  presented  to  His  Excellency  the  Lord- Lieutenant,  is  inserted 
in  the  Appendix.j  We  likewise  have  received  recently  a  resolu- 
tion of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Dunmanway  Union  upon 
the  same  subject,  a  copy  of  which  we  also  insert  in  the  Appendix. 
Several  representations  of  like  import  have  been  made  to  us, 
and  indeed  it  is  found  that  the  present  state  of  the  law  with  re- 
spect to  mendicancy  creates  positive  obstacles  to  the  operation  of 
the  Poor  Relief  Act.  In  some  of  the  Unions,  after  the  stock  of 
habitual  mendicants  had  for  the  most  part  been  taken  into  the 
Workhouses,  the  Rate-payers  of  particular  Electoral  Divisions  find- 
ing that  the  removal  of  what  may  be  called  their  own  estabhshed 
poor  did  not  protect  them  from  mendicancy,  but  was  followed  by 
inroads  of  beggars  from  the  surrounding  districts,  or  even  from 
*  App.  C,  No.  8.  f  App.  D,  No.  G. 
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those  more  distantj  have  deemed  it  better  that  their  own  poor 
should  be  permitted  to  levy  contributions  from  house  to  house  as 
heretofore,  rather  than  that  the  Rate-payers  should  incur  the 
charge  of  maintaining  them  in  the  Workhouses,  and  at  the  same 
time  be  compelled  to  make  contributions  to  casual  vagrants  or 
mendicant  strangers  by  whom  their  doors  were  beset. 

55.  This  circumstance  is  particularly  referred  to  in  two 
Reports  of  Mr.  Clements  on  the  Audit  of  the  Londonderry  and 
Omagh  Unions  respectively,  in  the  Appendix;*  and  the  pre- 
valence of  such  a  feeling  has  been  exemplified  in  occurrences  in 
the  Kilmallock  Union,  where  the  Rate-payers  of  a  certain  Elec- 
toral Division  came  in  a  body  to  the  Workhouse,  and  demanded 
to  have  their  poor  delivered  up  to  them,  which  was  accordingly 
done,  and  they  were  carried  back  with  great  demonstrations  of 
rejoicing,  to  be  supported  by  almsgiving  in  the  accustomed  mode. 
The  Rate-payers  in  this  case  no  doubt  expected  that,  when  they 
had  their  own  beggars  about  them,  they  would  be  protected  from 
the  inroads  of  beggars  from  other  districts,  to  which  they  were 
liable,  so  long  as  their  own  habitual  stock  were  maintained  in  the 
Workhouse. 

56.  Whenever  a  measure  for  the  repression  of  mendicancy 
shall  receive  the  sanction  of  Parliament,  it  ought  undoubtedly  to 
be  carried  into  effect  with  caution  and  moderation,  and  with  a  due 
regard  for  the  feelings  and  opinions  which  necessarily  accompany 
a  practice  so  deeply  rooted  in  the  habits  of  the  Irish  people. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be. 
Sir, 

Your  very  faithful  and  obedient  Servants, 

(Signed)  George  Nicholls, 

(^L.S.)  George  Cornewall  Lewis, 

Edmund  Walker  Head. 
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APPENDIX  C. 

DOCUxMENTS  ISSUED  BY  THE  COMMISSIONERS, 
AND  CORRESPONDENCE,  &c.,  UNDER  THE 
IRISH  POOR  RELIEF  ACT. 


No.  1. 

DIET,  &c,,  OF  Paupers  in  Workhouses  in  Ireland. 

I —A  Circular  sent  to  the  Boards  of  Guardians  of  the  several 
Unions  as  to  Dietaries. 

Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin, 
Ist  January,  1842. 

Dietaries  being  now  established  in  40  of  the  Unions,  and  having 
been  in  use  in  several  of  them  for  a  considerable  period,  the  Poor  Law 
Commissioners  consider  that  they  are  in  possession  of  sufficient  infor- 
mation for  enabling  them  to  decide  upon  the  best  scale  of  workhouse 
diet  for  general  adoption. 

The  principle  by  which  the  supply  of  food  to  the  inmates  of  work- 
houses must  in  every  case  be  governed,  is  that  the  diet  of  the  pauper 
should  be  such  as  will  maintain  him  in  health ;  and  whilst  sufficient  tor 
that  object,  that  it  should  not  be  superior,  either  in  quantity  or  quality, 
to  the  general  diet  of  individuals  in  the  vicinity,  who  are  maintaining 
themselves  by  their  own  independent  exertions. 

In  accordance  with  this  principle,  the  Commissioners  have  prepared 
the  three  dietaries  hereafter  inserted.  There  are,  however,  two  pro- 
minent points  of  difference  to  be  observed  in  them  :— first,  m  the  num- 
ber of  the  daily  meals,  which  in  some  Unions  has  been  fixed  at  three, 
but  in  the  great  majority  at  two  meals  in  the  day  ;— and  secondly,  m 
the  introduction  or  exclusion  of  animal  food. 

As  reoards  the  number  of  the  meals,  it  is  believed  that  two  mea.s  a- 
dav  will! for  the  most  part,  be  found  sufficient  for  the  adult  paupers, 
allhouo-h  it  is  always  advisable  for  the  children  to  have  three  meals. 
The  Commissioners  have  sanctioned  the  giving  three  meals  to  adults,  m 
parts  of  the  country  where  the  bulk  of  the  labouring  population  can, 
and  do,  usually  provide  for  themselves  three  meals,  and  where  it  has 
been  customary  to  allow  three  meals  in  gaols  and  other  public  institu- 
tions This  occurs  very  generally  in  the  North  of  Ireland:  but  in 
other  districts,  in  almost  every  instance,  two  meals  have  been  recom- 
mended by  the  Guardians,  and  approved  by  the  Commissioners.  In 
the  two  Dublin  workhouses,  and  in  the  Cork  workhouse,  which  have 
been  in- operation  upwards  of  18  months,  two  meals  have  been  given 
The  system  of  two  meals  is  far  more  convenient  than  the  other  and 
also  more  economical  :  for  it  is  found  to  be  extremely  d-fhcu  to  d.v  de 
into  three  meals  the  quantity  of  food  which,  if  given  m  two  meals, 
would  be  amply  sufficient. 
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With  respect  to  the  introduction  or  exclusion  of  animal  food,  it  may 
be  remarked  that  in  most  of  the  Unions  it  is  altogether  excluded.  In 
the  atrricultural  Union  it  certainly  should  not  be  introduced ;  but  in 
city  Unions,  where  a  large  proportion  of  the  inmates  of  the  workhouse 
may  have  been  drawn  from  the  city  population,  and  where  it  is  found 
that  a  small  portion  of  animal  food  can  be  given  without  increasing 
the  expense  of  the  pauper'a  maintenance,  the  Commissioners  do  not 
object  to  its  being  introduced  sparingly  into  the  dietary.  Thus  in  the 
two  Dublin  Unions,  one  pint  of  soup'  is  given  to  every  adult  pauper 
twice  a-week,  without  any  material  increase  of  expense. 

It  is  usual  to  give  the  able-bodied  women  in  the  workhouse,  who 
are  employed  in  washing,  or  in  hard  household,  or  out-of-door,  work, 
the  same  quantity  and  description  of  food  as  the  able-bodied  men ; 
while  the  infirm  of  both  sexes,  and  the  able-bodied  women  employed 
in  needle-work  and  other  sedentary  occupations,  are  allowed  somewhat 
less  ;  and  this  practice  the  Commissioners  approve. 

The  following  dietaries  are  given  for  selection,  as  they  may  be  con- 
sidered suitable  to  the  circumstances  of  the  particular  Union  : —  ^ 


Dietary,  No.  1. 
Two  Meals  in  the  day  for  Adults — Three  Meals  for  Children. 
Able-bodied  Adults. 


BREAKFAST. 

DINNER. 

Oatmeal  in  Stirabout. 

Butter-milk. 

Potatoes,  weighed  raw. 

Butt  er-milk. 

7  oz. 

1  Pint, 
or 

New-milk,  J  Pint. 

Silbs. 

1  Pint, 
or 

New  milk,  i  Pint. 

Children  from  Nine  to  Fourteen  Years  inclusive. 


BREAKFAST. 

DINNER. 

SUPPER. 

Oatmeal,    j  New-milk. 

Potatoes. 

New-milk. 

Bread. 

3^  02.           ^  Pint. 

2  lbs. 

i  Pint. 

6  oz. 

Children,  from  five  to  eight  years  inclusive,  to  be  fed  on  the  same 
description  of  food,  diminished  at  the  discretion  of  the  Board  of 
Guardians. 

Children  under  five  years  to  be  fed  at  the  discretion  of  the  Board  of 
Guardians,  substituting,  wherever  it  is  deemed  necessary  or  expedient 
rice  or  bread  for  oatmeal  or  potatoes.  ' 

Infirm  adult  paupers,  who  are  not  sick,  and  women  not  employed  in 
washing  or  hard  labour,  to  have  one  ounce  of  oatmeal  and  half  a 
pound  of  potatoes  less  than  the  able-bodied  adults. 
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Dietary,  No  2. 

Two  Meals  in  the  day  for  Adults,  including  Animal  Food — and  Three 

for  Children. 

This  dietary  is  the  same  as  No.  1,  except  that  on  two  days  in  the 
week  for  dinner,  one  pint  of  soup  is  substituted  for  the  allowance  of 
milk  or  butter-milk;  in  which  case  the  quantity  of  potatoes  is  reduced 
to  three  pounds. 

Animal  food  is  to  be  excluded  from  the  diet  of  the  children  below  five 
years  of  age. 


DiKTARY,  No.  3. 


Three  Meals  in  the  day — No  Animal  Food. 


BREAKFAST. 

DINNER. 

SUPPER. 

Oatmeal  in 
Stirabout. 

Butter-milk. 

Potatoes, 
weighed  raw. 

Butter-milk. 

Oatmeal 
in  Stirabout. 

Butter-milk. 

5  oz. 

g  Quart. 

3  lbs. 

Quart. 

4  oz. 

^  Quart. 

or 

Bread  6  oz. 

Children,  from  nine  to  fourteen  years  inclusive,  to  have  two-thirds  of 
the  above  quantities  of  the  same  description  of  food. 

Children,  from  five  to  eight  years  inclusive,  to  be  fed  on  the  same 
description 'of  food,  diminished  at  the  discretion  of  the  Board  of 

Guardians.  ^  ,  -r, 

Children  under  five  years  to  be  fed  at  the  discretion  of  the  Board  ot 

Guardians,  substituting,  wherever  it  is  deemed  necessary  or  expedient, 

rice  or  bread  for  oatmeal  or  potatoes. 

Infirm  adult  paupers,  who  are  not  sick,  and  women  not  employed  m 

washing  or  hard  labour,  to  have  one  ounce  of  oatmeal  and  half  a 

pound  of  potatoes  less  than  the  able-bodied  adults.  _ 
Where  it  is  considered  to  be  inconvenient  to  cook  stirabout  twice  m 

the  day  or  where  any  other  objection  exists  against  having  two  meals 

of  stirabout,  bread  may  be  adopted  for  supper,  as  specified  in  the  table. 


Dietaries  for  the  Sick. 

The  ordinary  dietary  may  be  varied  in  any  particular,  upon  the 
advice  of  the  medical  officer,  in  the  case  of  any  pauper  who  is  under 
medical  treatment.  But  at  will  be  convenient  to  frame  such  stated 
dietaries  for  the  sick  as  may  be  calculated  to  suit  certaui  classes  of 
cases  most  lil<ely  to  occur.  r  j 

Tlie  following  dietaries  for  adult  sick  paupers  have  been  found 

suitable : — 

Sioit  Dietary,  No.  1. 
The  ordinary  House  Diet. 
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Sick  Dietary,  No.  2. 


BREAKFAST. 

UliN  i\  Jilt. 

SUPPER. 

Bread. 

New-milk. 

Bread. 

New-milk. 

4  oz. 

i  Pint. 

One  Quart  of  New- 
milk  made  into  Whey, 

4  oz. 

\  Pint. 

or 

1  Pint  of  Flummery. 

Sick  Dietary,  No.  3. 


BREAKFAST. 

DINNER. 

Bread. 

New-milk. 

Bread. 

New-milk. 

8  01!. 

4  Pint. 

12  oz. 

i  Pint. 

Sick  Dietary^  No.  4. 


BREAKFAST. 

DINNER. 

SUPPER. 

Bread. 

New-milk. 

Bread. 

Broth. 

Gruel. 

4  oz. 

\  Pint. 

8  oz. 

1  Pint. 

1  Pint. 

Occasional  Variations  in  Dietaries. 

Circumstances  may  occur  rendering  it  inexpedient  or  disadvantageous 
to  adhere  strictly  to  the  establislied  dietary,  when  a  temporary  departure 
from  it  may  be  advisable,  owing  to  the  state  of  the  markets  or  other 
cause.  In  such  cases,  a  variation  ntiay  be  made  by  substituting  bread 
for  either  potatoes  or  oatmeal,  in  the  proportion  of  12  oz.  of  bread  for 
3^  lbs.  of  potatoes,  and  8  oz.  of  bread  for  7  oz.  of  meal ; — or  8  oz.  of  meal  in 
stirabout  may  be  substituted  for  3^  lbs,  of  potatoes.  So  also,  milk  or 
gruel  may  be  substituted  for  buttermilk,  in  equivalent  proportions. 
Previously  to  adopting  any  such  thange,  however,  application  must  be 
made  to  the  Commissioners,  and  their  sanction  obtained. 

By  order  of  the  Board, 

Arthur  Moore,  Chief  Clerk. 


II. — Letters  addressed  by  the  Commissioners  to  the  Board  of 
Guardians  of  the  Clonmel  Union,  respecting  Extra  Allow- 
ances proposed  to  be  given  to  Paupers  for  Work  or  Services 
in  the  Workhouse. 

Extract  from  Letter  dated  Uh  April,  1841. 

It  gives  the  Commissioners  great  satisfaction  to  perceive  that  the 
visiting  committee  have  earnestly  turned  their  attention  to  these  most 
important  points, — classification  and  employment.   The  Commissioners 
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are  happy  in  testifying  their  approval  of  all  the  arrangements  that  are 
recommended  by  the  committee  for  the  due  classification  and  employ- 
ment of  the  paupers,  with  one  exception.  It  is  proposed  to  distinguish 
those  who  are  appointed  to  certain  offices  in  the  workhouse  by  allowing 
them  an  extra  meal,  by  way  of  stimulating  them  to  a  vigilant  and 
attentive  discharge  of  their  duties  :  from  this  proposition,  the  Commis- 
sioners feel  bound  to  withhold  their  sanction,  as,  in  their  opinion,  it 
militates  against  an  important  principle  in  the  management  of  paupers, 
namely,  that  every  pauper  inmate  of  the  workhouse  is  required  and  is 
bound  to  give,  in  return  for  his  maintenance,  all  the  services  of  which 
he  may  be  capable :  it  is  with  this  view  that  the  12th  and  21st  clauses 
of  the  order  for  the  government  of  the  workhouse  have  been  framed ; 
and  this  view  the  master  and  matron  are  hound  by  the  rules  for  their 
observance  to  carry  into  effect.  (See  XXI.  6,  and  XXXII.  3,  of  the 
order  referred  to.)*  The  maintenance  of  every  pauper  ought  to  be 
sufficient,  according  to  their  respective  conditions ;  no  one  ought  to 
receive  more  or  less  food  than  is  enough,  and  every  one  ought  in  return 
to  work  to  the  full  extent  of  his  capacity.  It  is  found  by  experience 
that  upon  no  other  system  can  a  workhouse  be  efficiently  regulated ; 
where  distinctions  of  the  kind  in  question  are  made,  it  soon  occurs  that 
every  pauper  who  is  set  to  work,  or  placed  in  any  post  of  responsibility 
or  trust,  will  fancy  himself  injured  if  not  remunerated  for  his  services 
by  an  extra  quantity  of  food,  and  thus  it  becomes  difficult  to  enforce 
industry  and  subordination.  It  has  been  found  also  under  such  an 
arrangement,  that  a  strong  temptation  to  favouritism  exists  on  the  part 
of  the  superior  officers;  even  where  it  is  not  practised,  it  is  suspected, 
and  thus  discontent  arises  and  spreads  among  the  inmates.  For  these 
and  similar  reasons,  the  Commissioners  recommend  the  Board  to  re- 
consider that  clause  of  the  Visiting  Committee's  Report  in  which  it  is 
recommended  to  remunerate  or  reward  the  paupers  discharging  various 
servile  offices  in  the  workhouse. 

To  By  order  of  the  Board, 

The  Clerk  of  the  Board  of  Arthur  Moore,  Chief  Clerk. 

Guardians  of  the  Clonmel  Union. 


Further  Letter  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Clonmel  Union. 

Poor  Laiv  Commission  Office,  Dublin, 
Sir,  4//i  May,  1841. 

The  Poor  Law  Commissioners  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  12th  ultimo,  transmitting  copies  of  minutes  of  proceedings 
of  the  Guardians  of  Clonmel  Union  on  the  10th  ultimo ;  in  which  you 
state  that  the  extra  allowances  to  certain  paupers  for  their  services  in 
the  workhouse  had  been  discontinued  in  accordance  with  the  Com- 
missioners' letter  of  the  5th  ultimo. 

The  Commissioners  have  also  received  a  report  from  the  Assistant- 
Commissioner  for  the  Union,  in  which  he  states,  that  while  the 
Guardians  concur  in  the  soundness  of  the  principles  on  which  the 
workhouse  rules  referred  to  in  that  letter  are  founded,  they  apprehend 
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that  an  enforcement  of  the  12th  and  21st  sections  of  the  order  will  have 
the  eflect  of  clearing-  the  house  of  all  able-bodied  paupers,  and  tliat 
they  will  then  be  obliged  to  employ  hired  services  for  performuig  the 
duties  of  the  workhouse  ;  and  that  it  was  with  a  view  to  economy  alone 
that  the  Guardians  proposed  the  departure  from  the  rules  m  the  instance 
of  (he  paupers  referred  to.  _  r»     j  p 

The  Commissioners  having  already  communicated  to  the  Board  ot 
Guardians  their  views  on  the  subject  generally,  need  only  state  further 
that  they  consider  it  advisable  to  diminish  the  work  demanded  ot  a 
pauper  to  such  an  amount,  or  to  modify  its  nature  m  such  manner,  that 
it  may  reasonably  and  safely  be  demanded  without  any  alteration  of  the 
established  dietary,  rather  than  to  increase  the  allowance  of  food  in  con- 
sideration of  the  work  required.  If,  after  such  diminution  of  the  work, 
it  is  found  that  the  household  services  are  actually  too  great  to  be  per- 
formed by  the  pauper  inmates,  the  Commissioners  would  recommend 
that  the  paid  services  of  such  other  persons  as  are  really  necessary 
should  be  engaged  for  the  purposes  required. 

With  respect  to  the  apprehension  that  this  course  will  have  the  effect 
of  causing  the  removal  of  all  able-bodied  paupers  from  the  workhouse, 
and  of  leading  to  some  additional  expense  to  the  Union,  the  Commis- 
sioners consider  that  such  an  absence  of  able-bodied  paupers  is  a  result 
to  be  desired ;  but  they  do  not  think  that  it  would  lead  ultimately  to 
any  increase  of  the  charge  upon  the  Union.  They  cannot  but  think 
that  by  withdrawing  the  inducement  which  the  extra  allowances  would 
hold  out  to  persons  to  apply  for  admission  into  the  workhouse,  or  to 
remain  there  longer  than  they  otherwise  would,  the  temptation  to  be- 
come paupers  is  diminished;  and  although  the  course  recommended 
may  in  the  first  instance  cause  some  additional  charge,  the  Commis- 
sioners believe  that  a  strict  adherence  to  the  rules  for  the  management 
of  the  workhouse  will  ultimately  promote  the  best  interests  of  all  classes 
in  the  Union,  and  be  more  economical  in  a  pecuniary  point  of  view. 

With  reference  to  the  power  of  the  Guardians  to  obtain  such  paid 
services  as  may  become  necessary,  the  Commissioners  refer  them  to  the 
concluding  portion  of  Sect.  IV.  Part.  1,  of  the  order  for  regulating  the 
proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,*  which  directs  that  they  shall, 
subject  to  the  approbation  of  the  Commissioners,  appoint  such  assistants 
and  servants  as  the  Guardians  shall  deem  necessary,  to  assist  in  the 
performance  of  the  several  duties  of  the  workhouse. 
'fQ  By  order  of  the  Board, 

The  Clerk  of  the  Board  of  Ahthur  Moore,  Chief  Clerk. 

Guardians  of  the  Clonmel  Union. 


Ill  Letter  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Lurgan  Union, 

respecting  the  allowance  of  Tobacco  to  certain  Paupers. 

Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin, 
gin^^  2Qth  November, 

The  Poor  Law  Commissioners  having  had  under  consideration 
a  minute  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Lurgan  Union,  of  the  5th 
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instant,  directino-  the  Clerk  to  purchase  one  pound  oftobacco  for  a  man 
employed  in  whitewashing-  ilie  fever  wards,  and  for  the  attendants  in 
the  said  ward,  the  medical  officer  having  applied  for  such  tobacco  on 
their  behalf, — the  Commissioners  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Guardians  to  the  20th  regulation  in  the  order  for  the  frovernment  of 
the  workhouse,*  in  which  the  use  oftobacco  is  prohibited,  except  where 
ordered  medicinally  by  the  medical  officer;  and  such  orders  as  the 
medical  officer  may  at  any  time  give,  involving  any  departure  from  the 
ordinary  diet  of  the  workhouse,  or  for  any  extra  allowances,  are  ex- 
pressly directed  to  be  brought  under  the  consideration  of  the  Board  of 
Guardians  for  their  decision  thereon. 

The  Commissioners  wish  to  point  out  that  any  departure  from  the 
established  allowances,  which  has  the  effect  of  placing  any  individual 
pauper  in  a  condition  superior  with  respect  to  food,  clothing,  or  other 
circumstances,  to  that  of  the  rest  of  the  inmates  of  the  workhouse, 
militates  against  an  important  principle  in  the  management  of  paupers, 
namely,  that  every  pauper  inmate  of  the  workhouse  is  required  and  is 
bound  to  give,  in  return  for  his  maintenance,  all  the  services  of  which  he 
may  be  capable.  It  is  with  this  view  that  the  12th  and  21st  clauses  of 
the  order  for  the  Government  of  the  workhouse  have  been  framed,  and 
this  principle  the  officers  of  the  workhouse  are  bound  by  the  rules  for 
their  observance  to  carry  into  effect.  The  maintenance  of  every  pauper 
should  be  sufficient,  according  to  their  respective  conditions  ;  no  pauper 
should  receive  more  or  less  than  is  enough,  or  allowances  beyond  those 
of  other  paupers,  and  every  one  ought  in  return  to  do  such  work  as  may 
be  required  of  him  to  the  full  extent  of  his  capacity.  It  is  found  by 
experience  that  upon  no  other  system  can  a  workhouse  be  efficiently 
managed.  Where  distinctions  of  the  kind  referred  to  are  made,  it  soon 
occnrs  that  every  pauper  who  is  set  to  work,  or  has  any  particular 
service  assigned  to  him,  will  fancy  himself  injured  if  not  remunerated 
by  an  extra  allowance ;  and  thus  it  becomes  difficult  to  enforce  industry 
or  subordination,  while  the  officers  of  the  establishment  are  exposed  to 
the  supposition  of  favouritism  towards  particular  paupers. 

The  Commissioners  therefore  request  that  the  medical  officers  may 
be  cautioned  against  encouraging  the  use  of  tobacco  or  other  prohibited 
articles  in  the  workhouse,  or  ordering  any  articles  for  which  there  iB  not 
an  absolute  necessity. 

'fo  By  order  of  the  Board, 

The  Clerk  of  the  Board  of  Arthur  Moore,  Chief  Clerk.  • 

Guardians  of  the  Lurgan  Union. 


IV, — Extra  Allowances  to  Paupers  on  Holidays. 

Extract  from  Minutes  cfihe  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Balrothery 
Union,  dated  lAth  March,  1842. 

Notice  of  Motion, — That  each  able-bodied  pauper  get  on  Easter 
Sunday  one  pound  of  mutton  for  dinner,  and  each  child  half  a  pound. 

*  Annual  Report  for  1646,  Appendix  C,  No.  3. 


App.  C,  No.  2.]  CirGidar  as  to  Returns  from  Guardians. 


Letter  from  the  Commissioners  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the 

Balrothery  Union. 

Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin, 
giji^  19th  March,  lSi2. 

The  Poor  Law  Commissioners  have  had  before  them  minutes 
of  proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Bah  othery  Union  on 
the  14lh  insiant,  and  they  observe  with  regret  that  the  Guardians  pro- 
pose to  give  an  extra  allowance  to  the  inmates  of  the  worl<house  on 
Easter  Sunday. 

The  Commissioners  cannot  approve  of  such  a  course,  which  is  directly 
opposed  to  sound  principle,  and  must  tend  to  make  the  condition  of  the 
pauper  superior  to  that  of  the  industrious  labourers,  very  many  of  whom 
will  be  unable  to  partake  of  such  an  indulgence  as  is  now  proposed  to 
be  given,  although  they  are  compelled  to  contribute  towards  the  main- 
tenance of  the  paupers  in  the  workhouse. 

The  Commissioners  request  the  Guardians  to  reconsider  the  subject 
in  reference  to  this  circumstance;  and  if  they  will  do  so  impartially, 
the  Commissioners  are  satisfied  that  they  will  at  once  see  the  impropriety 
of  departing  from  the  established  dietary  on  any  such  occasion  as  that 
referred  to  in  the  Guardians'  resolution. 
To  By  order  of  the  Board, 

The  Clerk  of  the  Board  of  Arthur  MooRf;,  Chief  Clerk. 

Guardians  of  the  Balrothery  Union. 


No.  2. 

REPORTS  OF  PROCEEDINGS  of  the  Boards  of  Guardians, 
AND  WEEKLY  RETURNS  of  Numbers  of  Paupers. 

Circular  issued  by  the  Commissioners  to  each  Union  in  Ireland. 

Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin^ 
Sir,  28f/i  February,  1 842. 

The  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  having  taken  into"  consideration 
the  expediency  of  a  regular  transmission  to  them  of  copies  of  the 
minutes  of  the  respective  Boards  of  Guardians  in  Ireland,  and  of  the 
weekly  returns  of  paupers  in  those  Unions  where  workiiouses  are 
opened,  desire  to  call  your  attention  to  Section  V.  2  of  the  Regulations 
for  the  Union,  which  relates  to  your  duties  as  Clerk,  and  especially  to 
paragraphs  1,  2,  and  12,  relating  to  the  Minutes  of  the  Guardians  ;  also 
to  the  Order  for  the  keeping  of  the  iJnion  accounts,  which  is  issued  on 
the  opening  of  the  workhouse,  Section  1,  paragraph  L 

In  some  of  the  Unions  the  minutes  are  now  sent  to  this  office  in  the 
first  instance,  whilst  in  others  they  are  sent  direct  to  the  Assistant 
Commissioners;  and  in  some  instances  only  special  matters  are  reported 
to  the  Commissioners  for  their  information,  or  where  their  instructions 
are  required  on  particular  points.  The  Commissioners  consider  it 
necessary  to  establish  a  nrore  uniform  and  regular  means  of  communi- 
cation with  the  respective  Boards  of  Guardians;  and  with  this  view 
they  request  that  you  will  in  future  send  a  full  copy  of  the  minutes  of 
each  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Giiiirdians  to  the  Commissioners  ;  and  as 
they  will  then  refer  the  minutes  to  the  Assistant  Commissioner  in  charge 
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of  the  Union,  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  send  another  copy  to  him,  un- 
less where  you  are  specially  required  to  do  so. 
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App.  C.  No.  3.]    Collection  of  Poor  Rates.  S3 

If  the  workhouse  has  been  opened  for  the  reception  of  destitute  poor, 
the  Commissioners  also  request  that  you  will  furnish  a  return  weekly 
of  the  number  of  inmates,  according  to  the  foregoing  form;  and  it 
the  workhouse  has  not  yet  been  declared  fit  for  the  reception  ot  paupers, 
the  returns  must  commence  at  the  date  of  its  openmg.  Ihe  return 
should  be  brought  down  to  the  Saturday  immediately  precedmg  the 
day  of  meeting;  and  it  may  most  conveniently  be  made  in  a  torm 
printed  at  the  head  of  the  sheet  on  which  the  minutes  are  copied. 

In  case  of  there  being  any  matter  to  which  it  shall  be  deemed  ex- 
pedient to  call  the  especial  or  immediate  attention  of  the  Commissioners, 
it  is  desirable  that  it  should  be  done  in  a  separate  letter;  and  the  day 
of  the  next  meeting  of  the  Guardians  should  always  be  stated  on  your 
communications.  The  copies  of  the  minutes  should  also  be  signed 
by  you  at  foot. 

fo  By  order  of  the  Board, 

The  Clerk  to  the  Board  of  Arthuii  Moore,  Chief  Clerk. 

Guardians  of  the  Union. 


No.  3. 

COLLECTION  of  POOR  RATES. 
1.— 'Circular  issued  to  each  Board  of  Guardians  in  Ireland. 

Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin, 
Sir,  Ibth  March,  1842. 

The  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  considering  it  desirable  that  all 
rate-payers  should  be  informed  of  the  enactments  under  which  the 
poor-rate  is  to  be  levied  and  collected,  suggest  to  the  Board  of  Guar- 
dians the  expediency  of  printing,  according  to  the  accompanying  form 
o£  placard,  the  list  and  a  portion  of  the  73rd  sections  of  the  1  and  2 
Vic,  c.  56  (the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Act),  together  with  the  152nd 
section  of  the  6  and  7  Wm.  IV.,  c.  116  (the  Grand  Juries  Act), 
to  which  the  73rd  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Act  refers,  with  a 
view  to  your  causing  them  to  be  posted  or  otherwise  published 
throughout  the  Union. 

To  By  order  of  the  Board, 

The  Clerk  of  the  Board  of  Arthur  Moore,  Chief  Clerk. 

Guardians  of  the  Union. 


Annex  to  the  foregoing  Circular  ;  with  which  was  also  transmitted 

a  Form  of  Placard. 

Copy  of  the  7\st  Section  nf  the  Act  1  andl  Vic.,c.  5C,  for  ihe  Belief  of  the 

Destitute  Poor  in  Ireland. 

And  be  it  enacted.  That  every  rate  made  under  the  authority  of  this  Act 
shall  be  paid  to  the  person  authorized  to  collect  the  same  by  the  person 
in  the  actual  occupation  of  the  rateable  property  at  the  time  of  the  rate 
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made ;  and  on  his  default,  then  by  the  person  subsequently  in  the  occupa- 
tion of  the  rateable  property  from  whom  such  rate  shall  be  demanded. 

Copij  of  the  73rd  Section  of  the  Act  1  and  2  Vic,  c.  56. 

And  be  it  enacted,  That  every  rate  made  under  the  authority  of  this  Act, 
on  each  electoral  division,  shall,  and  may,  if  any  collector  for  the  time 
authorized  to  collect  the  county  cess,  on  any  part  of  such  electoral 
division,  shall  be  approved  of  by  the  Commissioners,  and  shall  give 
security  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Commissioners,  and  shall  accept  such 
salary  or  allowance  as  shall  be  approved  by  the  Commissioners  for  his 
trouble  in  this  behalf,  be  levied  by  such  collector,  who  shall,  so  far  as 
relates  to  the  collection  of  such  rate,  be  deemed  a  paid  officer  of  the  Union 
within  which  such  electoral  division  shall  be  situated;  and  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  Guardians  of  any  Union  to  issue  warrants  under  their  seal 
to  each  such  collector,  specilying  the  amount  of  money  to  be  levied  for 
the  purposes  of  this  Act  on  each  electoral  division  respectively  within  the 
collection  of  such  collector,  and  the  portion  thereof  to  be  paid  by  each 
occupier  of  rateable  hereditaments,  or  other  person  liable  to  pay  the  'same  ; 
and  the  collector,  on  receipt  of  such  warrant,  is  hereby  required  and 
authorized  to  levy  the  money  therein  mentioned  accordin^?  thereto;  and 
such  money  shall  and  may  be  collected  and  levied,  sued  for,  and  recovered  by 
such  and  the  same  ways  and  means  as  the  grand  jury  cess,  or  the  money 
applet  ted  on  the  several  persons  liable  to  pay  the  same,  may  be  collected 
and  levied ;  but  if  such  collector  shall  not  give  such  security,  or  accept 
such  salary  or  allowance,  such  rate  shall  and  may  be  levied  by  any  other 
officer  of  the  Union,  who  shall,  with  the  approval  of  the  Commissioners,  be 
thereunto  appointed  and  authorized  by  the  warrant  of  such  Guardians  ; 
and  every  such  officer  so  appointed  and  authorized  shall  have  such  and  the 
same  powers  in  all  respects  for  the  collection  and  levy  of  the  money 
mentioned  in  the  warrant  of  the  said  Guardians,  as  are  hereinbefore  given 
to  the  collector  for  the  time  being  authorized  to  collect  county  cess. 

Copy  of  the  78th  Section  of  the  Act  I  and  2  Vic,  c.  56. 

And  be  it  enacted.  That  in  case  the  rate  in  respect  of  any  rateable  pro- 
perty shall  not  have  been  fully  paid  within  two  calendar  months  after  the 
rate  made,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Gizardians  of  the  Union  within  which 
such  rateable  property  shall  be  situate,  or  any  person  authorized  to  collect 
rate  therein,  to  levy  and  raise  such  rate,  or  the  part  thereof  remaining 
unpaid,  together  with  all  costs  incurred  by  any  neglect  or  refusal  to  pay  the 
same,  by  such  distress  on  the  rateable  property,  and  such  sale  and  dispo- 
sition of  the  distresses  taken  thereon,  as  are  by  law  provided  for  the 
recovery  of  rent  reserved  on  leases  of  land  for  years,  or  to  sue  for  such  rate 
and  costs  by  civil  bill,  in  the  name  of  such  Guardians,  before  the  assistant 
barrister  having  jurisdiction  to  hear  and  determine  causes  by  civil  bill  in 
the  county,  place,  or  district  where  the  person  liable  to  pay  the  same 
resides  :  Provided  always,  that  in  case  the  person  occupying  such  property 
and  paying  such  rate  and  costs,  or  any  part  thereof,  shall  not  be  the  person 
primarily  liable  to  pay  the  rate,  or  the  immediate  or  any  superior  landlord 
of  the  person  primarily  liable,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  him  to  deduct  and 
retain  the  whole  of  the  rate,  and  such  costs  so  paid  by  him,  from  any  rent 
paid  by  him  ;  and  the  person  from  whose  rent  such  rate  and  costs  shall 
be  so  deducted  shall  be  entitled  to  make  from  Uny  rent  paid  by  him  such 
deduction  as  he  would  have  been  entitled  to  make  in  case  the  rate  had 
been  duly  paid  by  the  person  primarily  liable  to  pay  the  same. 

Copy  of  the  I52nd  Section  of  the  Act  6  a7id  7  Wm.  IV.,  c.  116  (,the  Grand- 
Jury  Act),  referred  to  in  the  foregoing. 

And  be  it  enacted,  That  every  person  duly  authorized  to  collect  and  levy 
any  grand  jury  cess  off  any  barony,  county  of  a  city,  or  county  of  a  town, 
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as  soon  as  he  shall  have  received  the  applotment  of  such  cess,  shall  collect 
and  levy  the  same  according  to  such  applotment,  and  such  money  may  be 
levied  by  distress  and  sale  of  any  goods  and  chattels  of  every  person 
refusing  to  pay  the  proportion  therein  applotted  for  him  or  her  to  pay,  which 
maybe  found  on  the  premises  chargeable,  renderingto  the  owner  the  overplus 
(if  any),  after  deducting  the  expenses  of  distraining,  not  exceeding  twelve- 
pence  in  the  pound  on  the  sum  for  which  such  distress  may  have  been 
made  ;  or  in  case  the  collector  shall  not  think  it  expedient  to  proceed  by 
distress,  then  and  in  such  case  such  collector  shall  leave  at  the  dwelling- 
house  of  the  party  chargeable  for,  or  in  respect  of,  such  premises,  a  noiice 
bearing  date  the  day  and  year  of  serving  the  same,  subscribed  with  the 
name  and  abode  of  such  collector,  requiring  payment  of  the  sum  applotted 
within  six  days  from  the  dale  of  such  notice,  and  expressing  that  within 
six  days  the  money  demanded  may  be  paid  to  the  collector  at  his  house  or 
office  ;  and  if  such  money  be  not  so  paid  within  such  time,  then  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  such  collector  to  prefer  a  complaint  to  any  justice  of  the  peace 
for  the  county  in  which  the  party  may  reside,  and  such  justice  shall 
summon  the  party  so  complained  against  to  appear  before  him  and 
answer  the  said  complaint,  and  shall  at  the  time  specified  in  such  summons 
examine  into  the  matter  of  such  complaint  on  oath  (which  oath  the  justice 
is  empowered  lo  administer),  and  shall  direct  the  payment  to  such  collector 
of  such  money  as  he  shall  find  due  and  payable  under  such  applotment  by 
the  party  complained  against,  together  with  a  sum  certain,  as  and  for  such 
reasonable  costs  and  charges  as  to  such  justices  shall  seem  meet ;  and  in 
default  of  the  appearance  of  such  party,  or  upon  his  or  her  refusal  or 
neglect  forthwith  to  pay  the  sum  or  sums  so  by  such  justice  directed  to  be 
paid,  it  shall  and  may  be  lawful  for  such  justice,  or  for  any  justice  of  the 
peace  for  such  county,  to  issue  his  warrant,  authorizing  and  empowering 
the  said  collector  to  levy  the  money  thereby  ordered  to  be  paid,  by  distress 
and  sale  of  the  goods  or  chattels  of  the  party  so  complained  against,  which 
may  be  found  within  any  part  of  such  county,  rendering  the  overplus  (if 
any)  to  him  or  her,  the  necessary  charges  and  expenses  of  distraining 
being  thereout  first  deducted,  as  directed  by  such  justice  ;  and  if  suflScient 
distress  cannot  be  found  within  the  same  county,  then  on  oath  thereof, 
made  before  any  justice  of  the  peace  of  any  other  county  in  which  any  of 
the  goods  and  chattels  of  such  party  shall  be  found  (which  oath  such 
justice  shall  administer  and  certify  by  endorsing  in  his  handwriting  his 
name  on  the  warrant  granted  to  make  such  distress),  the  goods  or  chattels 
of  such  party  so  refusing  or  neglecting  to  pay  as  aforesaid  shall  be  subject 
and  liable  to  such  distress  and  sale  in  such  other  county  where  the  same 
may  be  found,  and  may,  by  virtue  of  such  warrant  and  certificate,  be  dis- 
trained and  sold  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  same  had  been  found  within 
such  first-mentioned  county. 

Copy  of  an  Opinion  given  by  the  late  Solicitor-General /or  Ireland,  on 
a  Case  laid  before  him  by  the  Poor  Latv  Commissioners. 
I  am  of  opinion  that,  under  the  73rd  section,  a  power  is  given  to  the  col- 
lector of  the  poor  rate  of  preferring  a  complaint  before  a  justice,  and  taking 
the  steps  prescribed  by  the  162nd  section  of  the  Grand  Jury  Act,  the  6 
and  7  Wm.  IV.,  c.  1 1 G,  for  recovery  of  the  sum  applotted  on  each  individual ; 
and  I  think  that  such  power  is  not  confined  to  the  period  of  two  months 
after  the  making  of  the  rate.  I  think  the  remedies  given  by  the  73rd 
section  are  against  the  person  applotted  on  or  rated,  and  that  the  remedy 
of  <listress  given  hy  the  78th  section  is  against  the  property  rated  ^  and 
this  remedy  cannot  be  resorted  to  until  the  end  of  two  months  after  the 
rate  made,  during  which  time  it  was  supposed  the  amount  might,  if 
praeticalile,  have  been  levied  against  the  individual.  I  think  this  con- 
struction will  account  for  and  explain  the  necessity  lor  the  two  sections  ; 
and  therefore,  in  my  opmion,  the  proceeding  before  the  justices  against  the 
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individual  who  owed  the  rate  may  be  taken  either  before  or  after  the  two 
months  after  tlie  making  of  the  rate,  but  the  proceedings  against  the  pro- 
perty rated  cannot  be  taken  until  two  months  have  expired. 

2(>th  August,  1841.  Richard  Moore. 


II.  — Copies  of  Correspondence  respecting  Proceedings  for  the 
Recovery  of  Poor  Rate  in  the  Belfast  Union, — submitted  as  a 
Case  to  the  late  Solicitor-General  for  Ireland  ;  and  upon  which 
the  foregoing  Opinion  was  given. 

Report  from  Edward  Gulson,  Esq.,  Assistant  Poor  Law  Com- 
missioner, to  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners. 

Gentlemen,  August  bth,  1841. 

In  collecting  the  poor  rates  in  the  Union  of  Belfast,  it  has  been 
necessary  to  apply  to  the  magistrates  in  regard  to  persons  in  arrear, 
and  although  the  utmost  willingness  has  been  in  every  instance  evinced 
on  the  part  of  the  justices  to  assist  the  Guardians  in  carrying  out  the 
law  in  every  respect,  a  doubt  has  ai'isen  on  the  minds  of  the  justices 
in  regard  to  their  jurisdiction,  which  impedes  the  enforcement  of  the 
rate,  until  tlie  opinion  of  counsel  is  had  for  their  satisfaction  and 
guidance.  The  point  is  this:  the  73rd  section  of  the  Act  gives 
the  magistrates  jurisdiction  in  regard  to  the  enforcement  of  the  rate; 
and  the  78th  section  enacts  another  process  which  may  be  resorted  to 
after  two  months  have  elapsed  from  the  making  of  the  rate.  The  78th 
section  being  subsequent  to  the  73rd  section,  the  magistrates  doubt 
whether  the  78th  section  does  not  supersede  or  destroy  tlieir  jurisdic- 
tion after  the  two  months  (mentioned  in  the  78th  section)  have  elapsed. 
The  point  may  therefore  in  few  words  be  thus  stated  ; — The  73rd 
section  gives  the  magistrates  jurisdiction.  The  78th  section  (which  is 
of  course  subsequent  to  the  73rd  section)  gives  another  mode  by  which 
the  rate  may  be  recovered  after  it  has  been  due  two  months. 

Is  this  seeond  mode  of  recovering  the  rate  an  addition  to  the 
first  mode,  or  is  it  intended  to  supersede  the  first,  and  be  in  substitu- 
tion thereof? 

Are  the  two  jurisdictions  pointed  out  in  the  73rd  and  78th  sections 
in  operation  together,  or  is  the  73rd  section  only  in  operation  until 
the  two  months  have  elapsed  which  bring  the  78th  section  into  opera 
tion? 

In  consequence  of  the  refusal  of  the  justices  to  issue  summons 
(after  the  two  months  have  expired)  until  this  doubt  was  cleared  up, 
I  waited  on  them  at  the  Petty  Sessions  to  confer  with  tiiem  on  the 
subject.  The  doubt  having  been  started,  and  the  case  of  the  issue 
of  process  for  the  recovery  of  poor  rate  being  new,  the  magistrates 
stated  their  wish  to  have  the  opinion  of  the  law  officers  on  the  point 
for  their  guidance,  and  they  requested  me  to  apply  to  the  Commis- 
sioners for  such  an  opinion  as  would  justify  them  in  proceeding  ac- 
cording to  the  wish  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  for  the  recovery  of  the 
arrears  now  due  on  the  rate  made  in  February  last. 

I  have  therefore  to  request  that  the  opinion  of  counsel  may  be 
taken  and  transmitted  to  the  justices  of  Belfast  Petty  Sessions  and 
Belfast  Board  of  Guardians,  on  the  point,  until  which,  1  beg  to  add,  the 
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recovery  of  arrears  is  at  a  stand  ;  for  the  mode  pointed  out  by  llie  7Sth 
section  is,  in  cases  of  small  arrears,  from  poor  persons,  found  to  be 
inexpedient. 

I  am  &c., 

To  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners.  Edward  Gulson, 

Assistant  Poor  Laxo  Commissioner. 


Letter  from  the  Commissioners  to  the  Justices  in  Petty  Sessions, 

at  Belfast. 

Poor  Laio  Commission  Office,  Dublin, 
Sir,  11  th  August,  1841. 

The  Poor  Law  Commissioners  have  been  informed  by  their 
Assistant  Commissioner,  Mr.  Gulson,  that  doubts  are  entertained  by 
the  justices  of  the  Petty  Sessions  at  Belfast,  as  to  their  powers  in  pro- 
ceeding- for  the  recovery  of  arrears  of  poor  rate,  with  reference  to  the 
73rd  and  78th  sections  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Act. 

The  Commissioners  do  not  perceive  any  inconsistency  between  the 
two  sections.  Two  modes  of  proceeding  are  laid  down,  with  this 
difference,  that  the  mode  prescribed  by  the  78th  section  can  only  be 
resorted  to  in  cases  where  the  rate  is  two  months  in  arrear.  This 
however  does  not  prevent  any  proceedings  after  that  term,  under  the 
73rd  section,  since  all  the  provisions  of  an  Act  of  Parliament  have  con- 
current force,  and  must  be  construed  together,  so  as  to  give  effect,  if 
possible,  to  the  whole.  The  Act  therefore  gives  an  option  of  proceeding 
under  either  clause,  the  second  not  superseding  the  first  by  enacting 
anything  contrary  to,  or  at  variance  with,  its  provisions. 

The  Commissioners  would  observe  that,  if  the  scruples  of  the 
justices  were  well  grounded,  the  power  of  recovering  rate  would  be 
restricted  at  the  very  period  when  it  ought  to  be  enlarged, — that  is,  when 
the  rate  has  been  allowed  to  be  two  months  in  arrear.  The  Commis- 
sioners do  not  consider  it  necessary  to  take  the  opinion  of  the  law 
officers  of  the  Crown  on  the  point ;  and  they  trust  that  the  foregoing 
explanation  will  be  sufficient  for  the  guidance  of  the  magistrates. 

By  order  of  the  Board, 
To  the  Clerk  of  the  Justices  in  Arthur  Moore,  Chief  Clerk. 

Petty  Sessio7is,  Belfast. 


Further  Report  from  Mr.  Gulson,  Assistant  Commissioner. 
Gentlemen,  August  22,  1841. 

In  reference  to  my  former  report  and  your  letter,  dated  August 
11,  1841,  directed  to  "the  Clerk  of  the  Justices  of  Petty  Sessions, 
Belfast,"  relative  to  the  collection  of  the  rates,  I  beg  to  state  that  the 
justices  still  decline  to  take  any  measures  in  regard  to  the  enforcement 
of  the  rate,  after  such  rate  has  been  made  two  months. 

The  justices  still  entertain  the  doubt  expressed  in  my  former  report 
on  the  subject,  and  decline  to  act  unless  they  have  the  opinion  of  the 
lavv  officers  or  of  some  eminent  counsel  on  the  subject. 

The  collection  of  the  arrears  of  rate  in  the  Belfast  Union  therefore 
is  at  a  stand,  no  progress  having  been  made  since  my  former  report. 
Of  course  the  longer  the  matter  remains  in  this  state,  the  greater  will 
be  the  ultimate  difficulty  in  regard  to  the  collection  of  the  arrears 
now  due  j  and  I  beg  theiefore  to  suggest,  that  the  opinion  of  counsel  be 
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taken,  as  the  only  course  by  which  the  justices  of  Belfast  Petty 
Sessions  can  be  induced  to  assist  in  the  recovery  of  arrears  after  two 
months  have  elapsed  from  the  making  of  the  rate. 

I  am,  &c.,       Edward  Gulson, 
To  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners.      Assistant  Poor  Law  Commissioner . 

No.  4. 

VALUATIONS  and  RATE-BOOKS  of  the  Dublin  Unions. 
I  _Letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department 

to  the  Board  in  Dublin. 
gij^^  Wliilehall,  Oclober  14,  1841. 

I  AM  directed  by  Secretary  Sir  James  Graham  to  acquaint  you 
that  he  has  received  a  statement  of  facts  from  Dublin,  of  which  the 
enclosed  is  a  summary,  with  respect  to  the  conduct  of  the  Boards  of 
Guardians,  valuators,  collectors  of  rates,  and  other  officers  employed 
in  the  Administration  of  the  Poor  Law  in  the  city  of  Dublin. 

It  appears  to  Sir  James  Graham  that  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners 
have  the  povi'er  to  ascertain  in  what  manner  the  provisions  of  the  Irish 
Poor  Law  Act  are  administered ;  for,  by  Sect.  2  of  that  Act,  authority 
is  o-iven  to  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  or  any  one  of  them,  to  examine 
witnesses  on  oath,  and  to  call  for  papers,  &c.,  upon  any  matter  con- 
nected with  the  objects  or  purposes  of  the  said  Act. 

That  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  can  have  no  difficulty  in  exer- 
cising- this  power;  for  by  Sec.  12  authority  is  given  to  Assistant  Com- 
missioners to  examine  witnesses  on  oath  upon  any  subject  into  which  the 
Commissioners,  if  present,  might,  in  virtue  of  their  powers  under  that 
Act,  inquire. 

That  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  have  control  over  the  guar- 
dians of  the  Poor,  and  are  responsible  for  the  due  and  efficient  dis- 
charge of  the  duties  intrusted  to  them;  for  by  Sec.  26  authority  is 
ffiven  to  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  in  case  the  duties  ot  the 
Board  of  Guardians  should  not  be  duly  or  efficiently  discharged,  ac- 
cording to  the  intention  of  the  Act,  to  declare  such  Board  of  Guar- 
dians dissolved,  and  to  order  a  fresh  election  of  Guardians;  and  it, 
after  such  fresh  election,  the  duties  of  the  Guardians  should  still  not 
be  duly  and  effectually  discharged,  then  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners 
are  empowered  to  appoint  paid  officers  to  carry  into  execution  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Act.  r       •  1,- 

That  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  have  the  power  of  punishing 
those  who  do  not  duly  and  effectually  perform  the  duties  of  their 
offices;  for,  bv  Sect.  33  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  have  the 
power  to  discharge  any  paid  officer,  appointed  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Act,  whom  they  may  think  incompetent  to  pertorm  tlie  duties  ot 

his  office.  ,  ,      ,  c  1  1  1 

Thus  the  utmost  extent  of  authoritative  control  has  been  conhded  by 
the  le"-islature  to  the  Poor  Law  Commission  in  Ireland,  for  the  purpose 
of  che'cking  and  preventing  abuses  such  as  those  which  are  represented 
to  have  occurred.  Sir  James  Graham  is  therefore  anxious  that  you 
should  report  immediately  on  these  allegations,  and  enable  Imn,  by 
full  explanation,  to  form  a  judgment  respecting  the  causes  winch  have 
led  to  such  results.  I  bave  the  honour,  &c. 

H.  Manners  Sutton. 

To  George  Nicholls,  Esq. 
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II. — Statement  enclosed  with  the  foreg'oing  Letter. 
It  is  stated  that — 

1st.  The  valuations  on  which  the  poor's  rates  for  the  city  of  Dublin 
were  founded,  were  in  themselves  partial,  unjust,  oppressive  to  many, 
and,  it  is  believed,  unsatisfactory  to  all. 

2ndly.  The  existing-  rate  books  of  both  Unions  in  the  city  of  Dublin 
did  not  in  any  degree  furnish  the  information  which  the  churchwar- 
dens were  required,  by  the  39th  section  of  the  Municipal  Act,  to  extract 
from  them,  and  which,  under  the  provisions  of  65th  sect,  of  the  Irish  Poor 
Law  Act,  they  were  entitled  to  expect;  inasmuch  as  the  entries  in  the 
original  formation  of  the  rate  books  had  omitted,  or  the  alteration 
made  in  them  afterwards  destroyed,  that  information. 

The  churchwardens  referred  in  the  tirst  place  to  that  column  of  the 
assessment  which  disclosed  the  "  net  annual  value  "  of  the  premises ;  and 
then  they  found  so  many  erasures,  alterations,  and  additions,  as  made 
it  clear  that  no  reliance  could  be  placed  upon  it,  in  its  then  condition, 
as  evidence  of  the  value  as  originally  assessed. 

In  the  books  first  made,  there  are  numerous  instances  in  which  the 
sum  of  11.  \Qs.  had  been  palpably  altered  to  lOZ.,  with  corresponding 
changes  made  in  pencil  in  the  column  of  the  "  rate,"  while  in  the  later 
books  the  original  rating  was  evidently  erased  and  the  larger"  sum  sub- 
stituted. 

In  many  instances  both  the  greater  and  the  lesser  sum  stand  together 
in  the  column,  the  former  having  been  inserted  since  the  rate  has  been 
certified. 

Secondly.  The  column  headed  "landlord's  repairs  and  insurance" 
was  still  worse.  In  the  later  books  the  churchwardens  found  the  column 
tilled  up  evidently  recently,  and  with  a  differently  coloured  ink. 

In  the  earlier  books  the  column  was  not  filled  up  at  all. 

The  clerk  of  the  North  Union  has  frankly  admitted  that  all  the  alte- 
rations of  the  book  in  this  respect  had  been  made  within  the  month 
before  the  F/th  August  last,  and  in  pursuance  of  two  resolutions  of  the 
Hoard  of  Guardians. 

The  resolutions  are  as  follows  : — 

The  first  resolution  directs  Mr.  Bolger,  the  professional  valuator  of 
the  Union,  to  value  forthwith  all  houses  that  have  been  rated  to  the 
poor  between  the  amount  of  8/.  and  10/.  in  the  citv  electoral  divisions 
ror  landlord  s  repairs  and  insurance,  in  order  to  have  the  same  placed 
in  a  column  in  the  rate-books  for  that  purpose." 

Resolution  is  marked  as  having  passed  on  the  4th  of  Auo'ust, 
l»4i  ;  but  It  does  not  appear  on  the  minute  books,  although  the  pro- 
ceedings of  that  day,  and  under  that  date,  seem  to  have  been  reoularlv 
closed  and  signed  by  the  chairman-  neither  does  it  appear  to  have  been 

.nTSr  "^0^^''  ^n''-  seconder  were  Mr.  Sinnot 

ana  Mr.  Arkins. 

.,nmt,!J^^'"''"''  ''PP^^''  ^°         »^ted  upon  this  resolution,  as 

another  was  passed  upon  the  next  board-day  as  follows  :— 

nnnlSl      f  ^\7^''^         ^"'S^'  "^'^  appeared  here,  although 

applied  to  for  the  purpose  of  tilling  up  the  column  in  the  rate  for  land- 
loni  siepairs  and  insurance,  that  he  be  informed  that  if  he  does  not 
hll  up  the  rate-book  as  above,  on  or  before  Saturday  next,  that  Mr. 
Crean  will  then  be  appointed  for  that  purpose."    This  resolution  does 
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not  appear  to  have  been  brought  forward  upon  any  notice,  or  to  have 
had  either  mover  or  seconder. 

Upon  inquiring  of  the  clerk  how  he  could  value  for  landlord  s  repan-s 
and  insurance  of" premises  he  had  never  examined,  he  replied  that  he 
would  put  on  an  average  rate  of  25.  Gd.  in  the  pound ;  and  accordingly 
in  several  instances  where  the  premises  have  been  valued  at  9/.,  the  sum 
of  1/  2s.  6d.  has  been  inserted  for  landlord's  repairs  and  insurance. 

In  the  South  Dublin  Union,  there  are  but  few  entries  in  the  rate- 
books under  the  bead  of  landlord's  repairs  and  insurance;  but  whenever 
such  an  entry  appeared,  the  clerk  of  the  Union  stated,  upon  inquiry 
(as  indeed  the  fact  must  have  been),  that  it  had  not  been  obtained  from 
any  valuation  or  authentic  source,  but  that  it  had  been  arbitrarily  as- 
sumed in  every  instance;  and  it  is  asserted  that  in  no  one  case  of  the 
insertion  of  a  sum  of  money  in  the  assessment  for  landlord  s  repairs  or 
insurance,  was  it  done  with  any  reference  to  the  liability  to  the  tenant 
or  landlord  to  such  charges,  or  the  nature  or  extent  ot  the  repairs  re- 

'^'^Atfihese  erasures,  alterations,  and  interpolations,  as  well  in  the  column 
for  the  net  annual  value  as  that  for  landlord's  repairs  and  insurance  are 
admitted  to  have  been  made  recently,  and  long  subsequent  to  the  tune 
when  it  was  certified  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the  Poor  Keliet  Act. 

The  churchwardens  next  referred  to  the  column  which  was  to  supply 
them  with  the  names  of  the  parties  ;  and  here,  if  possible,  matters  were 
even  worse.  Tlie  erasures,  alterations,  and  additions  were  more  nume- 
rous and  more  daring  than  in  the  money  columns.  As  far  as  t lie 
churchwardens  could  guess  at  the  original  condition  of  the  asse  sment 
at  the  time  it  was  cerlitied  by  the  Guardians,  it  must  nave  been  signallj 
defective  in  many  things  required  by  the  Irish  Poor  Law  Act. 

In  very  many  instances,  probably  a  great  majority,  the  christian  name 
of  the  party  had  not  been  given  at  all.    The  surname  alone  appeared 
on  the  Le!  Wherever  this^was  allowed  to  continue  so  (that  is,  withou 
the  subsequent  insertion  of  a  christian  name),  the  churchwardens  found 
an  absolute  impossibility  of  complying  with  the  Act,  w  -ch  required  U  a 
thev  should  o-ive  both  christian  and  surname  at  length  ;  and  it  was  im 
possibTeTo  say  whether  the  surnames  so  appearing  on  the  assessmen^ 
without  the  christian  name,  were  the  surnames  of  "^^^     ,f  "heir 
the  churchwardens  being  bound  to  reject  the  latter  entirely  fiom  their 

In  the  lists  afterwards  furnished  by  the  churchwardens,  so  great  is 
the  proportion  of  surnames  taken  from  the  assessments  witliont  the 
addition  of  christian  names,  that,  taking  the  list  of  the  parish  of  St. 
Solas  without,  of  539  persons  returned  by  the  el-ehw-d^^^^^^^^ 
are  onlY  206  whose  christian  names  are  given;  and  in  he  pausU  ot 
St!  Paul!  of  549  persons  returned  in  the  churchwardens'  lists,  there  are 
only  31  whose  christian  names  are  affixed.  a. 

Under  the  letter  S  in  the  churchwardens'  list  last  mentioned  34 
names  are  returned  as  rated,  of  which  30  were  surnames  only;  and  ot 
these  30,  on  examination,  8  are  found  to  be  women. 

Moreover,  there  are  some  persons  who  have  taken  full  advantage  of 
the  opportunity  so  obviously  presented  of  iiUing  up  .he  blank  in  fie- 
queiu  instance's  since  the  Municipal  Act  came  "^^^  ?P-^;-^ 
seem  scarcely  to  have  taken  any  trouble  to  conceal  the  manner  ot  then 
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doing-  it.  It  is  necessary  to  see  the  book  itself  to  be  able  to  credit 
the  extent  to  wliich  surnames  as  well  as  christian  names  have  been 
erased,  substituted,  altered,  and  supplied ;  and  it  appears  that  in  one 
case  the  surname  (which  probably  stood  alone  in  the  orio;inal  assess- 
ment) had  no  less  than  four  different  christian  names  attached  to  it  and 
altered,  nor  is  it  clear  that  the  true  one  has  yet  been  found  which  will 
answer  the  purpose. 

The  churchwardens  have  thus  found  the  impossibility  of  complying 
with  the  provisions  of  the  Municipal  Act,  and  that  it  was  impossible 
for  them  to  decide  what  was  or  was  not  the  genuine  assessment  which 
had  been  certified  officially  by  the  Guardians. 

The  making  out  by  the  poor  rate  and  tax  collection  of  those  lists 
which  are  required  by  the  41st  sect,  of  the  Municipal  Act  commenced  on 
Sunday,  5th  of  September,  and  then  imder  circumstances  which  detract 
materially  from  their  authenticity  and  value  as  official  documents,  as 
will  appear  from  the  following  statement: — 

On  the  5th  of  September,  the  undersigned  having  accidentally  heard 
that  several  persons  were  occupied  in  making  extracts  from  the  books 
of  the  North  and  South  Dublin  Union  workhouses,  in  reference  to  the 
municipal  elections,  proceeded  to  that  of  the  North  Union  at  about 
a  quarter-past  four,  r.  m.,  and  on  going  into  the  board-room  found  23 
persons  copying  lists,  which  appeared  to  be  the  original  books  furnished 
to  the  collectors  under  the  seal  of  the  Guardians,  and  which  were 
divided  among  the  persons  so  employed.  Seven  of  those  so  occupied 
were  paupers  belonging  to  the  poor-house. 

Mr.  Thomas  Arkins,  one  of  the  Guardians  and  a  candidate  for  the 
new  town-council,  with  Mr.  Loughnan  (a  barrister  and  the  brother  of  the 
secretary  to  the  liberal  club  of  St.  Thomas's  parish)  were  in  the  room, 
and  the  persons  copying  the  lists  appealed  to  act  under  their  directions. 

On  finding  this,  the  clerk  of  the  Union  was  inquired  for,  but  was 
stated  to  be  absent  from  the  house;  and  we  inquired  from  the  porter  by 
whose  permission  the  board-room  was  open,  and  the  several  persons 
thus  employed ;  to  which  the  porter  replied, "  Gentlemen,  I  know  nothing 
of  it,  no  more  than  either  of  you,  but  our  two  collectors  are  with  them." 

We  then  proceeded  to  the  South  Dublin  Union  workhouse,  and  found 
upwards  of  28  persons  employed  in  the  board-'room  copying  lists  in  a 
similar  manner :  six  of  them  were  paupers, — two  adults  and  four  chil- 
dren ;  there  were  several  other  persons  standing  in  the  room, — among 
others,  Mr.  Fagan,  of  Bridgefoot-street,  a  candidate  for  the  town  council 
on  the  liberal  interest. 

Mr.  Jagoe,  an  active  member  of  the  Repeal  Association  and  secre- 
tary to  the  liberal  candidates  for  the  town  council  of  the  city  of  Dublin, 
and  others  personally  unknown,  were  also  present. 

The  collectors'  books  were  distributed  along  the  table,  and  several 
leaves  taken  therefrom  were  divided  among  the  several  persons  so  copy- 
ing, and  in  many  cases  the  paper  used  for  the  purpose  was  headed 
"  Workmen's  Accounts,"  and  which  appeared  to  belong  to  the  Union. 

Mr.  Wauchop  inquired  from  one  of  the  pauper  boys  who  was  so 
engaged  who  had  sent  him  there?  The  boy  replied,  "  The  school- 
master." On  this,  the  Guardians  present  interfered,  and  required  us  to 
leave  the  room  ;  but  Mr.  Jagoe  having  interfered  it  was  not  enforced. 
On  inquiry  being  made  by  whose  authority  these  proceedino-s  were 
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talcen,  one  of  the  Guardians,  who  suhsequently  gave  his  name  as 
Richard  White,  stated,  that  "  a  Board  of  Guardians  ordered  them  this 
morninp:,  and  I  object  to  your  interruptincf  the  business."  Mr.  Jackson 
said,  "  We  shall  not  do  so,  but  make  our  observations."  We  were  then 
permitted  to  remain,  which  we  did  for  about  ten  minutes.  Mr.  Hold- 
ship,  one  of  the  collectors,  came  into  tlie  room,  when  Mr.  Wauchop 
asked  by  whose  authority  he  had  permitted  his  books  to  be  divided,  and 
out  of  his  custody.  Mr.  White  desired  the  collector  to  answer  no  ques- 
tions. On  coming  to  the  foot  of  the  stairs  into  the  hall,  we  found  a 
person  sitting  alone,  of  the  name  of  Brady,  not  in  any  way  connected 
with  the  poor-house,  copying  lists  from  the  collector's  books  of  St.  An- 
drew's ward,  headed  "  Rate  made  10th  December,  1840."  Several  of 
the  original  rate-books  of  the  South  Union  were  also  scattered  through 
the  board-room. 

We  then  proceeded  to  look  for  Mr.  Kennedy,  the  clerk  of  the  Union, 
Mr.  White,  the  Guardian,  following  ns.  Mr.  MoUoy,  the  master  of  the 
house,  at  the  period  came  up,  and  Mr.  Wanchop  asked  if  it  were  by 
his  authority  that  the  children  of  the  house  were  employed  on  Sunday. 
Mr.  White  desired  him  to  answer  no  questions ;  and  Mr.  Molloy  then 
asked  us  if  we  were  Guardians.  Mr.  Jackson  replied,"  No,  but  he  made 
the  inquiry  as  a  rate-payer."  Mr.  Molloy  then  departed  ;  upon  which 
Mr.  White  said,  "  Mr.  Wauchop,  you  need  not  expect  to  carry  this 
election  as  you  did  the  last."  Mr.  Kennedy,  the  clerk,  then  appeared, 
and  on  Mr.  Wauchop's  questioning  him  as  to  his  permitting  the  books 
to  be  taken  out  of  his  custody,  Mr.  White  stated,  that  it  was  he  (Mr. 
White)  who  took  the  rate-books. 

•  It  is  also  to  be  observed  that  one  boy,  a  servant  or  'porter  of  the 
Union,  was  engaged  in  copying  the  lists,  and  when  applied  to  for  his 
name  refused  to  give  the  same. 

(Signed)       Samuel  Wauchop,  44,  Grafton  Street. 

Frederic  Jackson,  10,  Parliament  Street,  and 
1,  Leinster  Terrace,  Rathmines. 

Thus,  in  every  stage  of  the  proceedings,  from  the  valuation  for  the 
assessment  to  the  revision  of  the  lists,  there  has  been  a  failure  of  justice 
to  the  inhabitants,  a  departure  from  the  provisions  of  the  Act,  and  tam- 
pering with  official  documents  for  the  purpose  of  securing  an  unjust 
ascendancy  in  the  municipal  councils. 


III. — Report  from  RrcHARO  Hall,  Esq.,  Assistant  Poor  Law 
Commissioner,  to  the  Commissioners. 

Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin, 
Gentlemen,  October  30,  1841. 

You  have  referred  fo  me  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department,  accompanying  a  summary  of  a  statement  of 
facts  with  respect  to  the  conduct  of  the  Boards  of  Guardians,  valuators, 
collectors  of  rates,  and  other  officers  employed  in  the  administration  of 
the  Poor  Law  in  the  city  of  Dublin,  and  you  have  directed  me  to  in- 
quire and  report  specially  thereon. 

In  accordance  with  your  directions,  I  have  examined  (he  valuations 
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and  rate-books,  as  well  as  the  minute-books,  of  the  two  Unions.  I  have 
also  required  and  obtained  from  the  clerks  to  the  Boards  such  inlbr- 
mation  as  they  could  give  on  the  proceedings  connected  with  the  pre- 
paration of  the  valuation  and  rates,  and  the  other  matters  adverted  to 
in  the  statement. 

I  have  now  to  submit  to  you  the  result  of  my  investigations,  together 
with  such  facts  connected  with  the  subject  of  inquiry  as  have  occurred 
within  my  own  knowledge  during  the  period  of  my  official  intercourse 
with  the  Dublin  Boards. 

The  first  allegation  contained  in  the  summary  is,  that  "  the  valuations 
on  which  the  poor  rate  for  the  city  of  Dublin  was  founded  were  in 
themselves  partial,  unjust,  oppressive  to  many,  and,  it  is  believed,  un- 
satisfactory to  all."  The  best  reply  to  this  allegation  is  atforded  by  the 
following  facts : — 

The  valuation  of  the  city  portion  of  the  South  Dubhn  Union  con- 
tains 13,863  distinct  entries  of  rateable  property;  that  of  the  city  por- 
tion of  the  North  Dublin  Union  contains  10,300  entries,  making  in 
both  Unions  24,163  entries.  In  each  Union  three  rates,  founded  on 
these  valuations,  have  now  been  levied ;  and  the  number  of  appeals  has 
been  six.  Of  these  appeals  two  only  were  made  by  private  individuals; 
the  others  were  brought  by  the  Pipe  Water  Committee,  the  Dublin  and 
Hibernian  Gas  Company,  the  Grand  Canal  Company,  and  the  Corpo- 
ration of  Dublin  ;  these  companies  being  occupiers  or  possessors  of 
property  to  which,  from  its  nature  and  circumstances,  it  is  extremely 
difficult  to  affix  a  rateable  value,  and  which,  in  each  instance,  has  given 
rise  to  much  litigation  in  England  with  reference  to  the  mode  of  assess- 
ing it  to  the  poor's  rale.  Since,  therefore,  out  of  24,163  occupiers 
affected  by  the  valuation,  only  two  private  individuals  and  four  public 
companies  have,  during  a  period  of  IS  months,  found  themselves  so 
far  aggrieved  as  to  have  recourse  to  the  remedy  of  an  appeal  against 
the  rates,  I  cannot  admit  that  the  terras  "partial,"  "unjust,"  and 
"  oppressive,"  are  applicable  to  the  valuations,  although  I  do  not  go 
the  length  of  affirming  that  they  are  satisfactory  to  all, 

I  should  be  led  into  a  very  long  statement  were  I  to  attempt  to 
detail  the  various  steps  taken  from  time  to  time,  in  order  to  provide 
in  the  first  instance,  as  the  basis  of  future  rates,  a  fair  and  correct 
valuation. 

I  will  only  mention  that,  with  the  view  of  guarding  against  culpable 
neglect  or  intentional  misrepresentation  on  the  part  of  the  valuators,  I 
require  them,  in  the  instance  of  the  Dublin  Unions,  as  of  all  others 
under  my  charge,  on  delivering  up  their  work  to  the  Board  of  Guar- 
dians, to  make  and  subscribe  a  declaration  to  the  following  effect  :— 

"  I>  ,  duly  appointed  valuator  in  the  Union, 

do  hereby  certify  and  declare  that  the  valuation  contained  in 
books,  and  now  delivered,  and  returned  by  me  to  the  Board  of  Guar- 
dians of  the  said  Union,  has  been  made  without  fear,  favour,  or  affec- 
tion, in  conformity  witii  the  several  provisions  relating  to  the  valuation 
of  rateable  property  contained  in  the  1  and  2  Vic,  cap.  56,  and  with 
the  instructions  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners;  and  that  it  is  a  fair 
and  correct  estimate  and  statement  of  the  net  annual  value  of  the 
several  rateable  hereditaments  entered  and  described  therein,  according 
to  my  judgment  and  belief,  and  that  no  rateable  hereditament  or  parcel 
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of  property  that  ought  to  have  been  included,  has  been,  so  far  as  my 
knowledge  extends,  omilted  therefrom  j  to  which  end  I  have  used  my 
best  endeavours." 

Declared  by  the  said  before  me,  this 

day  of  1840. 

(Signed) 

Assistant  Poor  Laio  Commissioner. 


The  second  allegation  contained  in  the  summary  is  to  the  etfect,  that 
the  churchwardens  could  not  procure  from  the  rate-booUs  of  the  Unions 
"  the  information  that  they  were  required  by  the  39th  section  of  the 
Municipal  Act  to  extract  from  them,  and  which,  under  the  provisions  of 
the  65th  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Act,  they  were  entitled  to  ex- 
pect, inasmuch  as  the  entries  in  the  original  formation  of  the  rate-books 
had  omitted,  or  the  alterations  made  in  them  afterwards  destroyed,  that 
information."  It  is  stated,  first,  that  upon  referring  to  the  column 
which  disclosed  the  net  annual  value  of  the  premises,  "  they  found  so 
many  erasures,  alterations,  and  additions,  as  made  it  clear  that  no  re- 
liance could  be  placed  upon  it  in  its  then  condition,  as  evidence  of  the 
value  as  originally  assessed." 

Upon  examining  the  rate  last  made  in  each  of  the  Dublin  Unions,  I 
found  no  erasures  or  alterations  of  the  net  annual  value  that  are  not 
manifestly  clerical  errors;  there  could,  I  am  convinced,  be  no  difficulty 
whatever  in  making  out  a  list  of  the  several  parcels  of  property,  and 
stating  their  net  annual  value  respectively,  as  set  out  in  the  last  rate. 
But  if  it  is  alleged  that  the  same  value  is  not  affixed  to  the  same  ])arcel 
of  property  in  the  three  successive  rates  made  in  each  Union,  and  that 
erasures  and  alterations  may  have  been  discovered  or  may  be  now  ob- 
served in  them,  the  fact  is  admitted  at  once ;  but  I  think  it  can  be  satis- 
factorily explained. 

The  original  valuation  in  each  Union  was  made,  so  far  as  respects 
form  (with  regard  to  the  substance  I  could  only  rely  on  the  declaration 
of  the  valuators),  in  exact  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Act, 
Excepting  the  comparatively  unimportant  column  appropriated  to  the 
numbering  of  the  entries,  in  the  case  of  the  South  Dublin  Union,  and 
in  the  case  of  both  the  Unions,  the  columns  for  "  Tenant's  other  ex- 
penses," and  "  Landlord's  other  expenses,"  in  which  there  was  nothing 
to  insert,  every  column  of  the  form  of  rate  prescribed  in  the  second 
schedule  to  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Act  was  duly  entered  up.  The  era- 
sures in  the  net  annual  value  that  are  now  apparent  in  these  original 
documents  were,  as  I  am  assured  and  believe,  made  either  to  correct 
clerical  errors,  or  by  the  valuators  themselves  before  the  rate  was  struck. 
In  the  North  Dublin  Union  the  first  rate  that  was  made  was  a  tran- 
script of  the  valuation.  In  the  South  Dublin  Union,  which  is  much 
more  extensive  than  the  other,  the  completion  of  the  valuation  had  been 
unavoidably  delayed  until  the  necessity  of  making  a  rate  and  commenc- 
in"-  the  relief  of  the  poor  was  become  most  urgent ;  and  at  length,  in 
order  to  avoid  a  further  postponement  of  the  administration  of  relief, 
the  valuation  (I  mean  the  document)  was  converted  into  a  rate,  by  in- 
serting in  the  last  column  the  sums  respectively  assessed  on  the  several 
occupiers. 
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Upon  inquiring  into  the  subsequent  proceedings  of  the  Guardians  in 
respect  of  the  rate-books,  it  is  satisfactorily  shown  that  wherever  era- 
sures or  alterations  of  the  net  annual  value  are  now  apparent  in  any  of 
the  rates,  they  were  made  after  the  collector's  books  had  been  copied 
from  the  rate,  the  greater  part  of  the  rate  collected,  and  the  time  for 
appeal  gone  by;  they  were  also  made  under  the  impression  that  it  \yas 
incumbent  on  the  Board  of  Guardians  to  take  measures  for  the  correction 
of  errors,  the  insertion  of  omissions,  the  erasure  of  improper  entries, 
and  generally  the  adaptation  of  the  rate  to  the  varying  circumstances 
of  the  property  comprised  in  it,  previously  to  the  making  and  levying 
of  another  rate;  and  that  the  utility  and  validity  of  a  rate,  the  col- 
lection of  which  was  nearly  accomplished,  could  not  be  impaired  by 
making  it  the  means  of  recording  those  decisions  which  the  Board  of 
Guardians  had  come  to  from  time  to  time,  as  cases  of  omission  or  in- 
consistency with  fact  had  been  brought  to  their  notice.  Each  subse- 
quent rate  was  copied  from  the  preceding  rate  so  altered  and  amended  ; 
the  second  rate  afterwards  underwent  the  same  process;  and  from  it  was 
taken  the  third  rate,  in  which,  as  I  have  before  stated,  there  are  now  no 
erasures  that  do  not  arise  from  clerical  mistakes.  In  the  South  Dublin 
Union,  the  first  rate  continues  still  in  its  original  state  without  change, 
so  far  as  relates  to  the  net  annual  value ;  for  the  Guardians  intrusted 
the  task  of  making  out  the  second  rate  to  their  valuator ;  for  which 
purpose  he  surveyed  and  re-valued  a  considerable  number  of  parcels  of 
rateable  property;  and  having  in  his  possession  his  own  rate-books,  he 
prepared  the  second  rate  without  making  any  entries  or  alterations  in 
the  original  document,  which  had  served  the  double  purpose  of  valu- 
ation and  rate,  and  which  now  remains  (except  as  to  names  of  occu- 
piers) in  the  same  stale  in  which  it  was  when  the  Guardians  affixed 
their  signature  to  it  and  vouched  for  its  correctness.  It  is  thus  that 
erasures  and  alterations  (though  by  no  means  to  the  extent  which  the 
statement  implies)  appear  in  the  entries  of  the  net  annual  value  in  some 
of  the  rate-books  ;  no  attempt  has  been  made  at  concealing  them,  be- 
cause the  Board  of  Guardians  conceived  it  to  be  their  duty  to  make 
them  ;  in  some  instances  two  sums  may  have  been  found  standing  to- 
gether in  the  column,  in  which  it  might  easily  have  been  ascertained 
whether  the  greater  or  lesser  sum  was  the  earlier;  in  some  instances 
the  initials  of  the  clerk  or  the  valuator  are  affixed  to  the  alteration  ;  but 
in  the  case  of  the  North  Dublin  Union  the  alterations  were  for  the 
most  part  made  in  pencil,  and  having  answered  their  temporary  pur- 
pose, that  of  enabling  the  persons  employed  in  making  out  tlie  next 
rate  to  enter  in  it  the  net  annual  value  as  last  settled  by  the  Guardians 
or  their  valuator,  the  clerk  has  rubbed  them  out,  and  thus  restored  the 
rate  to  its  original  condition.  Undoubtedly  it  would  be  better  that  the 
rate  should  never  be  altered  after  it  is  signed  ;  that  it  should  be  care- 
fully kept  free  from  anything  that  may  raise  a  doubt  as  to  its  original 
contents ;  and  such  has  always  been  the  tenor  of  my  advice  and  in- 
structions to  the  Boards  of  Guardians;  at  the  same  time,  the  great 
difficulty  must  not  be  lost  sight  of,  in  which  the  Guardians  are  involved, 
by  being  required  to  vouch  for  the  correctness  of  all  the  particulars  of 
every  rate  at  the  time  when  it  is  made  (see  the  second  schedule  of  the 
Irish  Poor  Relief  Act,  and  the  65th  section),  if  they  are  to  be  prevented 
from  making  such  alterations,  cither  in  the  valuation  or  in  the  rate-books, 
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from  time  to  time  as  the  changing  circumstances  of  the  property  rated 
appeared  to  demand.  A  rate  which  gives  a  true  and  correct  representa- 
tion of  the  occupier,  the  value,  the  extent,  and  other  circumstances  of 
the  rateable  property  of  the  Union  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  will 
certainly  be  fbuiid  to  be  incorrect  in  very  many  particulars  with  refer- 
ence to  the  same  property  after  six  months  shall  have  elapsed,  when  it 
will  have  become  requisite  to  make  and  levy  another  rate;  the  second 
rate,  to  be  correct,  can  never  contain  precisely  the  same  statements  as 
the  one  which  preceded  it;  and  it  would  raise  a  strong  presumption 
against  the  truth  and  correctness  of  any  given  number  of  rates,  if  they 
were  found  to  be  identical  in  their  contents,  as  the  allegation  in  the 
statement  would  imply  that  the  three  rates  made  in  each  of  the  DubUn 
Unions  ought  to  have  been. 

The  statement  goes  on  to  allege,  that  the  column  headed  "  landlord's 
repairs  and  insurance"  was  still  worse;  in  the  later  books  the  church- 
wardens found  the  column  filled  up  evidently  recently,  and  with  a  dif- 
ferently coloured  ink  ;  in  the  earlier  books  the  column  was  not  filled 
up  at  all :  the  charge  of  neglecting  to  fill  up  this  column  at  the  proper 
time,  and  of  afterwards  fiUing  it  up  improyierly,  with  a  view  to  confer- 
ring the  municipal  franchise  on  occupiers  who  would  otherwise  have 
been  left  without  votes,  relates  only  to  the  North  Dublin  Union ;  the 
facts  of  the  case  are  simply  as  follows : — 

Tn  the  original  valuation  of  the  North  Dublin  Union,  as  in  that  of 
the  South,  the  columns  for  "landlord's  and  tenant's  repairs  and  in- 
surance," respectively  were  duly  filled  up  :  it  was,  and  still  is,  doubted 
upon  what  principle  the  entries  in  these  columns  ought  to  be  made ; 
but  the  Commissioners  clearly  indicated  their  view  in  their  instructional 
memorandum  on  valuation  and  rating,  dated  25th  March,  1839  ;* 
wherein,  with  reference  to  these  columns,  they  say,  "  If  the  landlord 
be  liable  to  repair  and  insure,  the  probable  cost  is  to  be  set  down  in 
column  12  ;  if  the  tenant  shall  have  undertaken  to  repair  and  insure, 
the  probable  cost  is  to  be  in  column  13."  This  view,  namely,  that  the 
entries  were  to  be  made  according  to  the  fact,  was  acted  upon  by  the 
valuators ;  but  it  was  always  asserted  by  them,  as  well  as  by  members 
of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  that  the  instances  in  which  the  landlord 
was  bound  or  was  liable  to  repair  and  insure,  were  proportionately  very 
few  in  Dublin,  and  throughout  Ireland,  such  expenses  being-  in  the  great 
majority  of  instances  wholly  borne  by  the  tenant :  accordingly  there  are 
in  the  original  valuation  of  the  city  part  of  the  North  Dublin  Union, 
2909  cases  ;  in  that  of  the  city  part  of  the  South  Dublin  Union,  3465 
cases,  making  in  all  6374  cases  in  which  those  expenses  are  entered  in 
the  landlord's  column.  In  making  out  the  last  rate  for  the  North 
Dublin  Union,  these  two  columns  were  left  entirely  blank  ;  (his  was,  as 
is  admitted,  an  improper  omission  ;  the  sums  entered  in  the  original 
valuation,  and  in  the  previous  rates,  ought  to  have  been  copied  into  (he 
last  rate  before  it  was  signed ;  they,  however,  with  other  matters  con- 
sidered by  the  Guardians  to  be  unnecessary  for  the  purposes  of  the 
Poor  Law,  were  omitted  with  the  view  of  avoiding  some  of  the  expense 
and  delay  attendant  upon  the  preparation  of  so  voluminous  a  document. 
When  the  provisions  of  the  Municipal  Act  came  to  be  understood  by 

*  Annual  Report,  1839.   Appendix  B,  No.  7. 
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the  Guardians,  and  were  to  be  carried  into  effect,  it  appeared  that,  pos- 
sibly, persons  who  would  have  been  entitled  to  the  franchise,  had  the 
rate  been  as  full  in  all  respects  as  the  original  valuation,  might  be  de- 
prived of  it  by  the  omission  of  the  entries  in  the  column  for  landlord's 
expenses. 

To  remedy  the  defect  in  their  own  former  proceedings,  therefore,  the 
Board  of  Guardians  passed  the  resolution  of  the  4th  August,  quoted  in 
the  statement.  By  that  resolution  the  Guardians  simply  intended  to 
facilitate  the  making  out  of  the  btn-gess  roll ;  and  to  prevent  the  exclu- 
sion of  persons  that  ought  in  fact  to  have  been  included  in  it.  The 
churchwardens  might  have  been  left  to  seek  for  the  landlord's  repairs 
and  insurance  in  the  original  valuation,  or  in  one  of  the  previous  rates, 
and  they  would  there  have  found  them  ;  bnt  the  Guardians  conceived 
that  it  was  better  to  present  in  the  same  document  all  the  particulars 
required  for  the  burgess  roll ;  and  they  therefore  directed  the  valuator 
who  had  framed  the  original  valuation  to  insert  in  the  last  rate  the 
omitted  statements.  The  reason  why  the  directions  to  the  valuator 
were  limited  to  such  houses  as  had  been  valued  at  sums  between  8/. 
and  10/.  is  obvious.  All  occupiers  of  houses  valued  at  10/.  and  up- 
wards would  have  the  franchise  without  computing  the  landlord's  repairs 
and  insurance  ;  and  according  to  the  scale  at  which  those  expenses  had 
been  originally  calculated,  namely,  2s.  6d.  in  the  pound,  the  addition  of 
their  amount  to  the  value  of  any  house  valued  at  less  than  91.  would 
not  confer  the  franchise ;  it  was,  therefore,  only  houses  valued  at  sums 
between  8/.  lbs.  and  10/.  that  could  be  affected  by  the  omission  or  in- 
sertion of  the  landlord's  repairs  and  insurance.  I  have  found,  upon  an 
investigation  of  the  valuation  and  rate,  that  there  are  in  the  North  City 
electoral  division  only  54  cases  in  which,  by  the  proceeding  complained 
of,  the  compound  value  of  the  premises  has  been  raised  from  under  to 
over  10/.  It  appears  also  that  in  16  of  these  54  cases  the  landlord 
was  charged  for  repairs  and  insurance  in  the  original  valuation,  so  that 
in  only  38  cases  has  the  Guardians'  resolution  of  the  4th  August  been 
the  means  of  conferring  the  municipal  franchise  where  it  was  not  pos- 
sessed before ;  and  it  still  remains  to  be  shown  that  the  valuator  did 
not  exercise  a  sound  discretion  in  making  the  entry  in  the  38  cases  in 
which  it  had  on  the  former  occasion  been  omitted. 

Some  stress  seems  to  be  laid  upon  the  fact  of  the  resolution  of  the 
4th  August  not  appearing  in  the  minute-book  of  the  North  Dublin 
Union ;  the  circumstance,  however,  can  be  fairly  accounted  for.  It  is 
the  custom  for  the  chairman  to  enter  the  proceedings  of  the  day  briefly 
in  a  rough  minute-book,  as  they  are  transacted,  and  from  this  the  clerk 
makes  out  the  fair  minute-book,  which  is  compared  and  signed  by  the 
chairman  at  the  next  meeting.  It  is  also  observed  as  a  rule,  that  all 
notices  of  motion,  and  special  motions,  are  handed  to  the  chairman  in 
writing. 

It  appears  that  on  this  occasion  the  chairman  made  no  entry  of  the 
resolution  in  question  in  the  rough  minutes;  but  the  original  resolution 
marked  as  passed,  dated  and  signed  by  the  chairman,  and  in  several 
words  amended  by  him,  in  his  own  handwriting,  is  in  the  custody  of 
the  clerk,  who  has  affixed  it  to  the  minute-book  on  the  proper  page. 
There  is  not  the  slightest  doubt  of  the  resolution  having  been  fairly 
proposed,  seconded,  and  passed. 


48 


Valuations  and  Rate- Books 


[8th  Rep. 


It  is  true  that  no  notice  was  given  of  it :  this,  however,  would  not 
appear  to  be  a  material  fact  to  any  one  conversant  with  the  practice  of 
the  Board. 

Many  resolutions  must  be  passed,  and  many  orders  given,  at  the 
weekly  meetings  of  the  Board,  without  notice;  otherwise  the  current 
business  could  not  be  got  through.  Matters  of  a  special  nature,  and 
such  as  are  of  a  permanent  character,  are  not  usually  brought  under 
consideration  without  notice,  unless  the  case  calls  for  an  immediate 
decision ;  and  in  every  instance,  should  any  member  of  the  Board  re- 
quire that  the  consideration  of  the  subject  be  postponed,  on  the  ground 
of  want  of  notice,  his  request  would  be,  as  of  course,  complied  with. 
In  this  instance  the  matter  was  considered  to  be  urgent;  no  member  of 
the  Board  demanded  a  postponement ;  the  Guardians  were  actuated 
only  by  a  desire  to  give  facilities  to  the  churchwardens  and  do  justice 
to  the  ratepayers,  and  the  resolution  was  passed  without  dissent. 

It  was  the  valuator,  not  the  clerk,  as  the  statement  implies,  who 
acted  upon  the  resolution  of  the  4th  August.  It  is  important  to  ob- 
serve that  he  did  not  arbitrarily  assume  at  the  time,  as  is  also  implied 
in  the  statement,  such  a  scale  of  charge  for  repairs  and  insurance  as 
suited  the  special  object  of  extending  the  municipal  franchise  ;  but  he 
entered  the  charge  upon  the  same  scale  as  had  been  settled  18  months 
before,  and  used  in  filling  the  column  in  the  original  valuation.  The 
Irish  Poor  Rehef  Act  (section  64)  indicates  that  the  sum  charged  for 
repairs  and  insurance  shall  be  an  estimated  sum,  such  as  would,  upon 
an  average  of  years,  be  probably  expended  annually  in  maintaining  the 
premises  in  the  state  in  which  the  valuator  finds  them.  Taking  this 
view,  the  Commissioners,  in  their  instructions  above  recited,  as  re-issued 
in  March,  1840,*  have  caused  the  words  "  probable  cost"  to  be  printed 
in  italics  for  the  purpose  of  drawing  attention  to  them.  It  was,  thei-e- 
fore,  conceived  to  be  quite  right  that  the  valuators  should  in  the  first 
instance  lay  down  some  general  principle  on  which  to  estimate  this 
burden  upon  the  property ;  and  this  they  did,  not  without  conferring 
with  the  Boards  of  Guardians,  while  the  original  valuations  were  in 
progress. 

No  entry  has  recently  been  made  in  the  books  of  the  South  Dublin 
Union  for  landlord's  repairs  and  insurance  ;  in  the  last  rate  the  column 
still  remains  blank;  but  there  are,  as  I  have  already  stated,  3465  en- 
tries under  this  head  in  the  original  valuation.  The  Board  of  Guar- 
dians, by  refraining  from  taking  any  measures  for  supplying  this  in- 
formation in  the  most  compendious  way,  have  escaped  the  imputation 
of  dishonest  motives,  which  the  Guardians  of  the  other  Union  have 
incurred  merely  by  endeavouring  to  assist  the  churchwardens. 

With  regard  to  the  omission,  and  in  the  case  of  the  North  Dublin 
Union,  the  subsequent  insertion  of  the  christian  names  of  occupiers, 
I  have  to  remark  as  follows  : — 

The  ori"-inal  valuation  was  made  under  circumstances  that  called  for 
its  completion  with  all  practicable  expedition  :  the  contributions  to  the 
Dublin  Mendicity  Institution  were  ceasing,  and  an  alarming  influx  of 
mendicants  into  the  streets  was  apprehended,  unless  the  workhouses 
were  opened  for  their  reception  ; — the  operations  of  the  valuators  were 

*  Annual  Report,  1840.   Appendix  C,  No.  2. 
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therefore  limited  to  a  period  of  three,  months.  Wlieri  the  point  of  in- 
serlino-  the  christian  names  of  the  occupiers  was  raised,  it  was  alleged 
by  the  valuators  that,  in  order  to  procure  them  correctly,  they  would 
require  an  extension  of  time ;  it  was  also  urged  that  for  the  only  pur- 
poses for  which  the  valuation  and  rates  were  then  to  be  used,  the  pass- 
ing of  the  Municipal  Act  not  being  contemplated,  it  was  not  important 
toliave  the  christian  names,  inasmuch  as  the  rate  assessed  upon  any 
house  was  recoverable  from  the  person  who  should  be  found  in  the 
occupation  of  that  house  at  the  time  when  the  rate  was  demanded,  whe- 
ther his  name  were  entered  in  the  rate  as  occupier  or  not  (see  Irish 
Poor  Relief  Act,  section  71)  ;  and  furthermore,  that  in  no  existing 
valuation  were  the  christian  names  set  forth.  On  these  grounds  the 
insertion  of  the  christian  names  at  that  time  was  dispensed  with,  but 
the  Commissioners  expressed  their  opinion  to  the  Boards  of  Guardians 
that  their  rates  would  be  more  perfect  if  they  contained  the  christian 
names  ;  and  the  Commissioners  recommended  that  the  collectors,  who 
were  not  appointed  before  the  first  rate  was  made,  should  be  instructed 
to  procure  and  enter  them  in  a  column  intentionally  left  blank  for  such 
purposes  in  their  collecting  books.  The  Commissioners  addressed  a 
letter  to  the  South  Dublin  Board  to  this  effect  on  the  2nd  June,  1840, 
and  I,  as  Assistant  Commissioner,  gave  similar  iiistruciions  to  both 
Boards.  The  collectors  of  the  North  Union  acted  upon  their  instruc- 
tions; those  of  the  South  did  not,  to  any  great  extent.  The  Guardians 
of  the  North  Union  took  the  same  course,  with  precisely  the  same 
view,  in  respect  of  the  christian  names,  as  they  took  in  regard  to  the 
landlord's  repairs  and  insurance;  that  is,  they  resolved  to  supply  the 
churchwardens  with  the  requisite  information  as  fully  and  in  as  con- 
venient a  shape  as  possible ;  in  pursuance  of  which  intention,  they 
directed  their  collectors  "  to  supply  correct  lists  of  the  christian  as  well 
as  the  surnames  of  all  occupiers,  and  the  rate-books  to  be  corrected 
accordingly."  But  as  if  expressly  to  guard  against  any  misapprehen- 
sion as  to  the  object  of  the  Guardians,  or  as  to  the  time  when  the 
addition  was  made,  the  christian  names,  where  the  collectors  had  suc- 
ceeded in  obtaining  them,  and  the  true  surnames,  where  the  previous 
entry  was  incorrect,  are  entered  in  the  last  rale  in  red  ink.  As  to  the 
erasures  and  alterations  of  names  in  other  and  earlier  rate-books,  they 
have  been  made  from  time  to  time  by  the  Guardians,  or  by  the  valu- 
ators acting  under  their  directions,  as  changes  took  place  in  the  oc- 
cupation of  property  ;  upon  the  same  principle,  and  under  the  same 
impression  as  to  their  own  responsibility  for  the  correctness  of  every 
successive  rate,  as  actuated  them  in  making  such  alterations  in  the  net 
annual  value  as  have  been  already  noticed. 

There  is  no  particular  in  which  the  rates  of  a  city  or  town  require 
such  continual  revision  as  in  the  names  of  the  occupiers.  To  produce 
a  correct  rate  at  any  given  time  would  be  impossible,  without  extensive 
alterations  and  variations  from  the  rate  that  preceded  it ;  parcels  of 
property  may  remain  unaltered,  and  their  respective  value  may  still  be 
the  same,  but  frequent  changes  take  place  among  the  occupiers,  and 
any  attempt  to  keep  the  valuation  books  in  such  a  state  as  that  at  any 
time  they  can  be  made  to  show  who  are  at  that  time  the  occupiers  of 
the  property  described  in  them  cannot  but  lead  to  numerous  erasures 
and  interpolution.s.    la  this,  however,  as  in  the  former  case,  I  think 
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that  the  rate-bool<s,  when  once  signed,  should  be  left  untouched  ;  but 
what  I  would  contend  for  is,  that  the  fact  of  their  containing 
erasures,  and  other  marks  of  alteration,  is  not  conclusive  of  tlie  dis- 
honesty or  culpable  negligence  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  but  may 
result  from  nothing  else  but  their  endeavours  to  discharge  their  duty 
in  the  fairest  and  most  accurate  way. 

The  occurrences  detailed  in  the  statement  signed  Samuel  Wauchop 
and  Frederick  Jackson  took  place  during  rny  absence  in  England.  I 
find  that  a  similar  statement  was  sent  in  to  your  Board,  on  which  you 
addressed  a  letter  to  each  of  the  Dublin  Boards  of  Guardians,  express- 
ing your  disapproval  of  the  circumstances  under  which  the  lists  of  rate- 
payers were  made  out.  The  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  North  Dublin 
Union  subsequently  passed  a  resolution  declaratory  of  their  displeasure 
at  the  part  taken  in  those  proceedings  by  one  of  their  body,  and  by 
some  of  their  paid  officers ;  and  you  wrote  to  the  master  and  porter  of 
the  workhouse,  warning  them  that  a  repetition  of  the  scene  which  was 
reported  to  have  taken  place  in  the  board-room  of  the  workhouse  would 
lead  to  their  dismissal  from  office.  It  may  be  observed  that  the  rate- 
books were  not  left  exposed  on  that  occasion  ;  that  the  only  books  used 
were  the  books  of  the  collectors,  which  are  at  all  times  in  their  custody ; 
and  that  had  the  collectors  intended,  by  any  improper  dealings  with 
their  books,  to  effect  an  unfair  purpose,  the  whole  proceeding  might 
have  been  conducted  in  private,  removed  from  that  publicity  and  safe 
from  that  inspection  to  which  they  were  obviously  subject  in  the  board- 
rooms of  the  workhouses. 

I  have  thus  endeavoured  to  notice  the  several  points  of  the  summary 
statement  forwarded  to  you  from  the  Home  Office, — a  statement  calcu- 
lated to  create  a  most  erroneous  impression  as  to  the  motives  which 
have  actuated  the  Guardians,  the  mode  in  which  they  have  discharged 
the  difficult  duties  of  their  office,  and  the  advice  and  instructions  by 
which  they  have  been  guided.  The  sweeping  assertion  with  which  it 
concludes  can  only  be  met  by  a  distinct  denial  of  its  truth.  The  pro- 
visions of  the  Poor  Relief  Act,  relating  to  the  valuation  and  rates,  are 
not  without  their  difficulties;  and  it,  appears  to  be  agreed  on  all  hands 
that  at  least  as  much  may  be  said  of  the  Municipal  Corporation  Act:  it 
was  natural,  therefore,  to  expect  that  mistakes  would  be  made,  and 
obstacles  be  encountered,  at  the  first  introduction  of  a  system  based  on 
these  two  Acts; — but  the  assertion  that  the  state  of  the  rate-books  is 
designedly  such  as  to  secure  an  unjust  ascendancy  to  a  particular  party 
in  the  municipal  councils,  or  that,  as  at  this  date  I  may  write,  such  an 
ascendancy  has  been  secured  by  those  means,  is  unsupported  by  the 
facts  alleged  ;  and  unless  I  have  been  misinformed  by  persons  whom  I 
believe  to  be  capable  and  desirous  of  giving  me  most  correct  infor- 
mation, the  result  of  the  municipal  elections  has  been  in  no  degree  influ- 
enced by  such  malversation  on  the  part  of  the  Guardians  as  is  com- 
plained of  in  the  statement, 

I  have  the  honour,  &c., 

^RIClIAnD  Hall, 
Assistant  Poor  Law  Commissio7ier. 

To  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners, 
8fc.  8fc.  8fC. 
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IV. — Letter  from  the  Board  in  Dublin  to  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Home  Department. 

Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Duhliny 
Sm^  2nd  November,  IS^l. 

On  the  19lh  ult.  I  had  the  honour  of  receiving  Mr.  H.  Manners 
Sutton's  letter  of  the  14th,  enclosing  a  summary  statement  impugning 
the  conduct  of  tlie  Boards  of  Guardians,  valuators,  collectors  of  rates, 
and  other  officers,  in  the  two  Dublin  Unions ;  and  I  immediately  di- 
rected Mr.  Hall,  the  Assistant  Commissioner  in  charge  of  these  Unions, 
to  institute  a  close  and  searching  inquiry  into  all  the  circumstances 
stated  in  the  summary,  and  report  thereon  with  the  least  possible  delay. 
Mr.  Hall  has  since  devoted  to  this  inquiry  all  the  time  that  could  be 
spared  from  his  other  duties,  and  completed  it  on  Saturday  last ;  and 
I  have  now  the  honour  to  forward  a  copy  of  his  report  for  your  in- 
formation. 

I  believe  that  you  will  consider  Mr.  Hall's  report  to  afford  a  satis- 
factory answer  to  the  statements  in  the  summary,  and  that,  after  perusing 
it,  you  will  acquit  the  Union  functionaries,  as  well  as  the  Poor  Law 
Commissioners,  of  all  blame ;  for  although  there  may  be  some  truth  in 
these  statements,  they  are  yet  so  much  exaggerated,  and  the  inferences 
drawn  are  so  extreme,  and  so  unwarranted  by  a  fair  consideration  of 
the  whole  of  the  circumstances  that  they  appear  to  be  really  of  little 
weight.  Indeed  I  have  found  this  to  be  very  much  the  case  in  every 
representation  partaking  of  a  parly  character  which  has  come  under  my 
notice  since  I  have  been  in  Ireland ;  and  it  requires  great  caution  to 
guard  against  being  misled  by  such  statements,  which  are  for  the  most 
part  made  on  the  spur  of  the  moment,  under  the  influence  of  excitement 
suddenly  aroused,  and  tending  to  extreme  conclusions,  which  the  parties 
themselves,  if  allowed  time  for  consideration,  would,  perhaps,  be  the 
first  to  condemn.  This  applies  to  all  parties  alike,  to  all  subjects,  and 
to  every  part  of  Ireland ;  and  I  advert  to  it  here  in  order  to  account 
for  much  that  may  have  been  noticed  in  the  way  of  complaint  and  ac- 
cusation in  the  public  prints  and  elsewhere. 

The  Commissioners  have  always  held  that  the  Boards  of  Guardians 
are  answerable,  under  the  provisions  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Act,  for 
the  valuations  and  raling  in  the  several  Unions,  and  all  our  instructions 
and  regulations  are  framed  npontliis  assumption.  The  Assistant  Com- 
missioners have  in  every  instance  given  their  best  assistance  in  the 
performance  of  this  duty ;  but  still  the  responsibility  has  rested  with 
the  Guardians;  and  I  am  bound  to  say  that  it  has  on  the  whole,  and 
with  only  a  few  exceptions,  been  well  and  honestly  performed.  I  do 
not  mean  to  say  that  the  valuations  are  all  perfect.  They  are,  and  of 
necessity  must  be,  liable  to  many  errors;  but  these  will  be  open  to 
correction  at  each  succeeding  rate;  for. as  tenements  change  in  value 
or  in  occupancy,  a  corresponding  change  must  of  course  be  made  in  the 
rate,  which  thus,  in  fact,  becomes  equivalent  to  a  new  valuation. 

This  applies  in  an  especial  manner  to  the  two  Dublin  Unions,  in 
which  the  vast  nnmber  of  rate-payers  (amounting  to  32,500),  and  the 
incessant  changing  of  occupiers,  independent  of  the  changes  in  value 
and  correction  of  errors,  must  of  necessity  prevent  one  rate  from  ever 
being  a  counterpart,  or  even  a  very  close  resemblance,  of  the  preceding  ; 
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and  it  is  only  by  the  Union  authorities  closely  following  up  and  pro- 
viding- for  these  changes  that  we  can  expect  to  obtain  and  to  perpetuate 
a  correct  valuation  and  rating  in  the  several  Unions. 

The  two  Dublin  Boards  of  Guardians  have,  as  stated  in  our  last 
Report,  fulfilled  the  duties  for  which  they  were  constituted  in  a  very 
exemplary  manner.  They  are  formed  of  men  of  all  parties;  but  in  no 
instance,  I  believe,  have  they  allowed  party  considerations  to  influence 
their  conduct  as  a  Board.  In  the  South  Dublin  Board  the  Liberal 
party  has  a  small  preponderance,  and  in  the  North  Board  the  Con- 
servative party  has  a  majority,  the  chairman,  an  able  and  influential 
man,  being  of  that  party ;  and  it  is  to  this  Board  that  the  statements  in 
the  summary  chiefly  refer. 

The  case  of  the  Cork  Union,  of  the  mode  of  valuation  and  raling 
in  which  complaints  have  been  made,  differs  from  that  of  the  Dublin 
Unions.  The  valuation  was  of  necessity  made  in  so  hurried  a  manner 
at  Cork,  that  there  was  not  time  for  the  valuators  to  do  more  than 
insert  the  net  annual  value  of  the  property  to  be  rated  ;  and  the  Guar- 
dians themselves,  at  a  subsequent  period,  as  stated  in  their  resolutions, 
which  were  forwarded  for  your  inspection  on  the  1.6th  ult.,  inserted  all 
the  other  particulars  in  the  several  columns,  according  to  a  scale  which 
they  deemed  to  be  fair  and  equitable  ;  and  however  mistaken  in  their 
view  on  this  point,  I  am  satisfied  that  it  was  honestly  done,  and  without 
any  sinister  intention  whatever. 

Looking  to  the  nature  and  the  complication  of  the  Poor  Law  system, 
which  we  are  now  occupied  in  establishing  in  this  country,  and  to  the 
various  disturbing  circumstances  with  which  we  have  to  contend,  it  can 
hardly  be  expected  that  all  the  new  machinery  which  we  have  had  to 
create  and  organize  should  at  once  work  smoothly  and  with  perfect 
order.  It  was  not  the  case  even  in  England,  notwithstanding  the  pre- 
vious training-  of  our  old  parochial  institutions,  and  certainly  ought  not 
to  be  looked  for  in  Ireland.  It  is  much  to  make  the  progress  we  have 
made;  all  the  Unions  (130)  are  formed  and  organized;  all  the  work- 
houses, except  three  built  or  building,  and  33  of  the  houses  opened,  and 
in  operation.  It  is  much  to  have  done  this  without  resorting  to  the 
coercive  provisions  of  the  Act :  but  I  have  all  along  felt  that  we  ought 
to  avoid  coercion  as  far  as  possible,  and  that  as  a  matter  of  policy  as 
regards  the  present,  no  less  than  with  respect  to  future  results,  we  were 
bound  to  endeavour,  by  every  means  in  our  power,  to  lead  the  several 
Boards  of  Guardians  in  the  path  of  their  duty;  to  guide,  assist,  inform, 
and  persuade  them,  rather  than  to  compel  or  coerce  them. 

The  system  of  tJnions  into  which  the  country  is  now  formed  will 
afford  facilities  for  originating  and  nursing  up  the  principle  of  local 
self-government,  and  thereby  arraying  an  important  portion  of  the 
community  on  the  side  of  order.  Nothing  of  this  kind  has  hitherto 
existed  in  Ireland;  and, every  coercive  interference  with  Boards  of 
Guardians  in  the  process  of  training  for  this  great  object,  which  they 
are  now  passing  through,  will  tend  to  disturb  the  adjustment  of  the 
several  parts  of  the  local  machinery,  and  place  the  desired  result  at  a 
greater  distance. 

On  these  accounts  I  have  thought  that  we  ought  to  be  most  patient 
and  forbearing  in  dealing  with  our  new  Union  functionaries.  We 
certainly  have  borne  much,  and  encountered  some  waywardness  and 
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opposition ;  but  still  we  have  been  enabled  to  guide  them  aright  in  the 
main.  We  are  now  bringing-  the  workhouses  rapidly  into  operation, 
and  the  present  is,  therefore,  the  most  anxious  and  difficult  period  of 
our  proceedings ;  and  I  consider  it  to  be  of  the  very  first  importance 
to  the  success  of  the  measure,  that  a  good  understanding  should  now 
subsist  between  the  Commissioners  and  the  several  Boards  of  Guardians. 
I  do  not  mean,  or  for  a  moment  hope,  that  all  which  we  do  should  be 
approved,  or  that  our  motives  should  be  always  appreciated  by  the 
Guardians ;  on  the  contrary,  I  know  by  experience  that  the  reverse  of 
this  will  be  the  case :  but,  nevertheless,  I  do  hope,  by  continuing  the 
course  we  have  hitherto  pursued,  that  we  shall  secure  such  a  hold  upon 
their  confidence  as  will  enable  us  to  lead  them  onward  to  an  orderly 
fulfilment  of  their  duties,  without  resorting  to  coercion. 

I  have  thought  it  right  to  place  these  views  before  you  in  consequence 
of  the  tenor  of  some  parts  of  Mr.  Sutton's  letter,  and  in  order  that  if 
you  should  disapprove  in  any  respect,  I  may  receive  the  benefit  of  your 
instructions. 

I  have,  &c. 

George  Nicholls. 

To  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  James  Graham,  Bart., 
8fc.  8fc.  8^c. 


No.  5. 

VALUATION  AND  RATING  of  Properties  for  Poor  Law 

Purposes. 

I- — Case  submitted  to  the  Attorney- General  for  Ireland:  with  his 

Opinion  thereon. 

By  the  61st  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Act  (the  1  and  2 
Vic,  c.  56,  a  copy  of  which  is  sent  herewith)  it  is  enacted  that,  for  the 
purpose  of  defraying  the  expenses  incurred  in  the  execution  of  the  Act, 
the  Guardians  of  every  Union  shall  from  time  to  time  make  and  levy 
such  rates  as  may  be  necessary  on  every  occupier  of  rateable  heredita- 
ments in  or  arising  within  such  Union ;  every  such  rate  is  to  be,  by  the 
64t.h  section,  a  poundage  rate,  made  upon  an  estimate  of  the  net  annual 
value  of  the  hereditaments  rated. 

By  the  66th  section  it  is  enacted,  that  existing  surveys  and  valuations 
may  be  made  use  of  in  estimating  the  net  annual  value  of  the  heredita- 
ments to  be  rated,  or  a  survey  and  valuation  of  all  or  any  such  heredi- 
taments may  be  made,  it  being  lawful  for  the  Commissioners  either  to 
appoint,  or  direct  the  Guardians  to  appoint,  a  fit  professional  person  or 
persons  to  make  such  survey  and  valuation,  or  to  revise  and  correct  any 
existing  survey  and  valuation. 

By  the  69th  section  it  is  enacted,  "  that  before  the  first  rate  shall  be 
made  in  any  Union  under  the  provisions  of  this  Act,  and  also  pre- 
viously to  the  making  of  any  subsequent  rate  upon  any  new  valuation, 
the  said  Guardians  shall  give  such  notice,  as  the  Commissioners  shall 
direct,  of  the  place  and  period,  not  to  be  less  than  21  days,  at  and 
durmg  which  the  valuation  whereon  it  is  proposed  that  a  rate  sliall  be 
made  of  the  rateable  property  within  the  Union  may  be  seen  ;  and 
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such  valuation  shall  be  shown  at  such  place  and  during  such  period  by 
such  persons  as  the  Guardians  shall  direct ;  and  every  rate-payer  within 
such  Union  shall  be  allowed  at  all  times,  between  the  hours  of  ten  and 
four  during  such  period,  to  inspect  such  valuation." 

By  the  70th  section  it  is  enacted,  "  that  before  any  rate  shall  be 
levied,  the  Guardians  shall,  in  such  form  and  manner  as  the  Commis- 
sioners shall  direct,  publish  a  notice  of  the  same  having  been  made ; " 
and  thenceforth  it  is  lawful  for  all  persons  affected  thereby  to  take  co- 
pies thereof,  or  extracts  therefrom. 

In  the  106th  and  107th  sections  are  contained  provisions  for  remedy- 
ing, upon  appeal,  any  grievance  arising  out  of  a  rate,  either  by  sup- 
plying omissions  or  makmg  alterations,  or  by  quashing  the  rate  and 
ordering  a  new  rate  to  be  made. 

In  carrying  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Act  into  effect  with  reference  to 
the  points  provided  for  in  the  sections  here  recited  or  referred  to,  the 
Commissioners  have  deemed  it  expedient  to  take  the  following 
course : — 

They  have  directed  the  Board  of  Guardians  to  appoint  a  competent 
person  or  persons  to  make  a  new  valuation  of  the  rateable  property 
within  the  Union,  for  which  valuation  the  Commissioners  have  sup- 
plied a  form. 

With  reference  to  the  69th  section,  the  Guardians  have  been  in- 
structed to  receive  all  objections  taken  by  rate-payers  during  the  21 
days  against  any  particulars  of  the  valuation,  to  consider  and  decide 
upon  such  objections,  and  to  amend  the  valuation,  if  necessary,  before 
they  proceeded  to  make  a  rate  ;  but  you  are  requested  to  observe  that 
the  Act  of  Parliament  simply  requires  that  the  valuation  shall  be 

exhibited.  .  j  i 

With  reference  to  the  lOth  section,  the  Commissioners  have  ordered 
that,  after  the  making  of  every  rate,  a  notice  of  seven  days  shall  be 
given  before  the  collection  of  the  rate  shall  commence. 

The  'reneral  view  taken  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  use  and  effect 
of  the  valuation,  and  of  the  rate,  has  been  this  :  that  the  valuation  is  a 
document  of  continual  force,  and  that  it  should  be  made  use  ot  by  the 
Guardians  as  the  basis  of  successive  rates  ;  that  to  this  intent  it  ought 
to  be  from  time  to  time  altered  and  amended  by  the  Guardians,  as 
errors  are  detected,  or  as  the  value  or  extent  of  any  one  or  more 
parcels  of  property  set  down  in  it  are  found  to  have  been  changed  so 
that  bv  a  constant  process  of  partial  revision  it  may  be  made  still  to 
represent  fairly  the  value  of  the  property  described  in  it,  until  by  lapse 
of  time  such  a  change  should  be  found  to  have  taken  place,  by  the 
partial  or  general  improvement  or  deterioration  of  property  in  the 
Union  as  to  render  it  necessary,  for  the  purpose  of  making  fair  and 
equal  rates,  to  cause  a  new  valuation  to  be  made,  or  to  have  the 
existing  valuation  thoroughly  revised  and  amended  by  a  competent 
professional  person,  as  in  the  first  instance.  ,        j  ,  r 

The  Commissioners  have  considered  the  rate  to  be  a  document  of 
only  temporary  validity;  that  each  rate  should  be  based  upon  the 
valuation,  as  amended  up  to  the  period  when  such  rate  is  made  ;  and 
that  whe  I  once  duly  made  and  signed,  the  rate  cannot  in  any  particular 
be  added  to  or  altered,  excepting  by  the  authority  of  a  court  of  appeal, 
and  so  far  as  the  order  of  that  court  extends. 
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In  taking'  this  view,  the  Commissioners  have  practically  decided  that 
the  Board  of  Guardians  is  competent  to  alter  and  amend  the  valuation, 
whether  at  the  termination  of  the  period  of. 21  days  (section  69),  or  at 
any  subsequent  time  when  the  occasion  appears  to  arise  ;  and  this 
view  also  involves  a  decision  that  it  is  not  necessary  to  submit  for 
public  inspection,  under  the  69th  section,  either  the  emendations  made 
immediately  upon  the  exhibition  of  the  new  valuation,  or  those  partial 
alterations  and  corrections  which  the  Guardians  may  afterwards  intro- 
duce from  time  to  time  previously  to  the  making  of  successive  rates. 

The  Commissioners  have  considered  that,  as  the  Guardians  are 
responsible  for  the  correctness  of  the  rate,  and  as  the  valuation  is  only 
a  provision  in  order  to  enable  the  Guardians  to  make  rates,  the  Board 
of  Guardians  is  competent  at  any  time  to  make  alterations  in,  or 
additions  to,  the  valuation  ;  and  the  Commissioners  have  pointed  out 
the  period  of  exhibition  preceding  the  making  of  the  first  rate  as  an 
especial  opportunity  for  correcting  errors,  and  thereby  preventing 
appeals.  But  as  it  was  to  be  expected  that,  at  the  time  of  the  exhi- 
bition of  the  valuation,  and  by  means  of  the  alterations  made  in  con- 
sequence of  the  information  then  obtained,  the  valuation  would  be 
made  a  fair  and  equal  foundation  for  successive  rates  for  some  time  to 
come,  it  has  been  held  by  the  Commissioners  to  be  unnecessary  to 
submit  the  valuation  to  the  public  again  and  again;  and  that  such 
irregularities  and  errors  as  still  remained  might  be  left  to  be  remedied 
by  appeal  against  the  rate  in  which  they  appeared,  to  facilitate  which 
remedy  the  Commissioners,  in  exercise  of  the  powers  vested  in  them 
expressly  for  that  purpose  by  the  70th  section,  have  interposed  an 
interval  of  seven  days,  with  notice  between  the  making  and  levvino-  of 
the  rates.  ^  ° 

Doubts  having  been  expressed  as  to  the  soundness  of  the  views  of 
the  Commissioners  on  these  points,  they  are  desirous  of  having  your 
opinion  as  to — 

1st.  The  power  of  the  Board  of  Opinion. 

Guardians  to  alter  and  add  to  the         r  j„  ,  .>  •  ,  r.  , 

valuation,  either  previously  to  the     cLf  ^"^''^'"'^  ^""^'^ 
making  of  the  first  rate  or  sub-  L  Y\l   ""1'  ^""^'^  *° 

sequenlly,  as  occasion  may  arise  ?       ^''"'^      '"^^  *°  ^^^"^t.on. 

2nd.  The  necessity  of  exhibit-  Whenever  any  alteration  of  the 
ing  the  valuation  to  the  public  for  first  valuation  as  to  any  part  of 
21  days  whenever  any  alteration  the  property  becomes  necessary,  a 
has  been  made  ,n  it  or  new  valuator  should  be  appointed  to 
entries  of  property  added  to  it  ?  revise  and  correct  the  then  exist- 
ing valuation,  which  in  its  amend- 
ed form  should  be  exhibited  for 

Qrrl     «hn„lrl  Jf  K„  •  •        inspection  under  the  69th  section, 

ora.    &nouln  It  be  Your  ODuiion        rru  ■    -l  i  ,  „ 

ougtit  to  be  submitted  to  the  pub- 
lic, whether  it  would  be  sufficient 
to  exhibit  only  such  items  as  have 
been  altered,  or  as  have  been 
added  to  the  valuation,  without 

exhibiting  the  entire  valuation?  „  o 
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4th.  Whether  the  intention  of 
the  Act  would  be  satisfied  by 
merely  exhibiting  the  valuation, 
without  receiving  or  entertaining 
any  objections  against  it,  or  any 
part  of  it? 

5th.  And  your  opinion  is  re- 
quested generally  as  to  the  view 
taken  by  the  Commissioners  as 
stated  herein. 


Opinion. 

The  Act,  as  far  as  I  can  dis- 
cern, does  not  contain  any  pro- 
visions authorizing  an  appeal  from 
the  valuation. 


The  view  I  take  of  this  question  is  founded  on  the  construction 
and  effect  of  the  66th  section.  The  Commissioners  may 
adopt  existing  valuations,  or  from  time  to  time  order  the 
Guardians  to  have  surveys  and  valuations  made  of  the  whole 
or  any  part  of  the  rateable  property ;  but  I  find  nothing  in 
the  Act  to  warrant  any  alteration  of  the  valuation  once 
adopted  or  made,  otherwise  than  by  a  fit  professional  person  : 
the  judgment  and  skill  of  such  a  person  form  the  sole  security 
which  the  rate-payers  in  this  respect  possess,  and  the  Guar- 
dians, in  my  opinion,  have  not  any  control  over  the  valuation 
enabling  them  to  add  to  or  alter  it;  if  we  were  to  consider 
them  to  have  any,  it  would  authorize  them  to  make  a  com- 
plete alteration  and  revision  of  the  whole  survey  and  valua- 
tion. 

F.  Blackburne. 

2bth  Oct.  1841. 


II.  Further  Case  as  to  Valuation  and  Rating,  and  Opinion  of 

the  Attorney-General  for  Ireland  thereon. 

The  Poor  Law  Commissioners  desire  to  submit  the  following 
considerations  to  the  Attorney-General  with  reference  to  his  opinion 
recently  given,  and  to  the  construction  of  61st,  64th,  65th,  66th,  68th, 
and  69th  sections  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Act,  1  and  2  Vice.  56. 

The  Commissioners  find  some  difficulty  in  reconciling  the  opuiion 
that  the  Board  of  Guardians  have  no  power  to  alter  or  add  to  the 
valuation,  with  the  provisions  of  the  61st  section,  which  enacts  that  the 
Guardians  shall  from  time  to  time  make  and  levy  such  rates  as  may  be 
necessary;  and  with  those  of  the  64th  and  65th  sections,  which  enact 
that  every  rate  shall  be  made  upon  an  estimate  of  the  net  annual  value 
of  the  hereditaments  rated,  and  that  the  particulars  of  every  such  rate 
being  entered  in  a  book  according  to  a  prescribed  form,  the  Guardians 
shall  sio-n  a  declaration  to  the  eflect  that  the  several  particulars  spe- 
cified in  the  respective  columns  of  the  rate  are  true  and  correct,  so  far 
as  they  have  been  able  to  ascertain  them,  to  which  end  they  have  used 
their  best  endeavours ;  it  being  observed  that  the  estimate  of  the  net 
annual  value  of  the  several  hereditaments  constitutes  an  essential  part 
of  the  particulars  specified  in  the  rate,  and  which  the  Guardians  declare 
to  be  true  and  correct. 
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Again,  is  it  intended  to  convey  by  this  opinion  that  the  Guardians 
have  no  power  to  alter  or  add  to  the  names  of  occupiers,  the  de- 
scription of  properties,  or  any  of  the  other  particuUu's  which,  besides  the 
estimate  of  tlie  net  annual  value,  arc  specified  in  a  valuation,  as  well  as 
in  a  rate,  and  are  included  in  the  meaning-  of  the  term? 

If  no  alteration  in  or  addition  to  a  valuation  can  be  made  except  by  a 
valuator,  how  are  the  Board  of  Guardians  to  place  themselves  in  a 
condition  to  subscribe  the  declaration  at  the  foot  ofthe  rate  ?  Will  it  be 
sufficient  if  they  endeavour  to  appoint  a  competent  valuator,  or  if  they 
endeavour  to  ascertain  by  inquiry  the  correctness  of  the  valuator's 
statements,  and  declare  their  opinion  of  them  accordingly  ? 

The  Attorney-General  hasgiven  Opinion. 
his  opinion  that  the  whole  valua-        xj^jg  jg    mistake.    The  valua- 
tion  must  be  exhibited  to  the     tion,  as  amended,  is  to  be  exhibited 

public  under  the  provisions  of  the   j^qj  (j^g  whole. 

69th  section,  whenever  it  has  been 
in  any  particular  altered  or  added 
to :  it  would  therefore  appear  that 
this  exhibition  must  be  made  only 
with  the  view  of  giving*  notice, 
not  with  the  view  of  receiving  in- 
formation or  entertaining  com- 
plaints, so  as  to  rectify  errors ; 
for  if  any  alteration  were  then 
made,  another  exhibition  of  the 
valuation  for  a  further  period  of 
•21  days  would  be  requisite ;  and 
so  on. 

With  reference  to  the  proper 
mode  of  revisin":  or  amendina:  a 
valuation  which  has  been  acted  ^ 
upon  by  a  Board  of  Guardians, 
but  which  from  change  in  the 
relative  value  of  the  property  de- 
scribed in  it,  or  through  errors 
and  inadvertencies  discovered  from 
time  to  time,  becomes  in  the 
opinion  of  the  Commissioners  in- 
sufficient as  a  foundation  for  the 
poor  rate,  will  it  not  be  incum- 
bent upon  the  Guardians,  under 
the  66th  section,  upon  being  made 
acquainted  with  the  opinion  ofthe 
Commissioners  and  imder  their 
direction,  either  to  make  them- 
selves, or  to  cause  to  be  made,  a  They  may  and  ought, 
valuation?  And  may  they  not  use, 
to  such  an  extent  as  the  Com- 
missioners may  consider  it  avail- 
able, the  valuation  on  which  they 
had  previously  acted  ?  And  if  so. 
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would  not  this  be  in  effect  to  revise 
and  amend  the  existing  valuation  ? 
But  if  this  course  be  not  open  to  a 
Board  of  Guardians,  such  revision 
must,  it  appears,  be  made  by  a 
professional  valuator,  either  ap- 
pointed by  the  Guardians  in  pur- 
suance of  an  order  of  the  Com- 
missioners, or  appointed  directly 
by  the  Commissioners  themselves. 
It  would  appear  that  a  valuator 
appointed  by  the  Commissioners 
vpould  be  at  a  disadvantage,  not 
being  invested  with  the  right  of 
entry  into  premises,  whith  the 
66th  section  confers  upon  the 
Guardians  and  the  valuator  ap- 
pointed by  them ;  and  it  might 
also  be  difficult,  if  it  became  ne- 
cessary, to  compel  a  Board  of 
Guardians  to  accept  and  adopt, 
as  the  basis  of  the  rates  which 
they  should  make,  a  valuation 
made  or  revised  by  a  valuator  ap- 
pointed by  the  Commissioners. 

In  most  Unions,  but  especially 
in  those  which  comprise  cities  or 
towns,  a  constant  change  goes  on 
in  the  value  and  condition  of  the 
rateable  property,  and  in  the  oc- 
cupiers ;  and  the  difficulty  to»be 
met  is,  how  to  make  every  suc- 
cessive rate  represent  truly  and 
correctly  the  state  and  circum- 
stances of  the  property  rated,  at 
the  time  when  each  such  rate  is 
made.  If  it  be  a  sound  con- 
struction of  the  66th  section,  that 
no  alteration  or  addition  to  a 
valuation  can  be  made  but  by  a 
professional  valuator  duly  ap- 
pointed, it  would  in  many  in- 
stances be  found  necessary  either 
to  appoint  such  a  person  for  the 
purpose  of  revising  the'  Union 
valuation  before  the  making  of 
every  rate,  or  to  attach  such  per- 
son permanently  to  the  Union  as 
a  paid  officer. 

A  doubt  might,  however,  be 
raised  whether  the  power  to  ap- 


Opinion. 


1  apprehend  that  the  words  "  by 
them,"  would  be  construed  to  ex- 
tend to  a  valuator  appointed  by 
the  Commissioners,  as  well  as  to 
one  appointed  by  the  Board  of 
Guardians. 
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point  or  direct  the  appointment  of 
a  professional  person  to  make  or 
revise  a  valuation,  as  given  by  the 
66th  section,  carries  with  it  a 
power  to  appoint  or  direct  the  ap- 
yjointment  of  a  permanent  officer, 
who  should  be  always  engaged  in 
revising  and  amending  the  valua- 
tion, and  in  keeping  it  correct  and 
tnie,  according  to  the  varying 
ciicumstances  of  the  property  of 
the  Union.  Should  the  opinion 
of  the  Attorney-General  be  that 
the  Commissioners  are  empowered 
to  make  or  direct  the  Guardians 
to  make  such  an  appointment,  a 
question  will  arise  as  to  the  mode 
of  remunerating  a  permanentvalua- 
tor, — whether  he  can  be  paid  by  a 
salary  under  the  31st  and  32nd 
sections  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief 
Act,  or  whether  the  68th  section 
points  out  the  only  mode  in  which 
the  expenses  of  making  or  revising 
a  valuation  are  to  be  defrayed  ? 


The  advice  and  opinion  of  the  Attorney-General  is  requested  for  the 
guidance  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  on  the  points  adverted  to 
above,  and  especially  the  Commissioners  desire  to  be  advised — ■ 


1st.  Whether  a  valuation  can 
be  altered  or  added  to  otherwise 
than  by  a  professional  person  ap- 
pointed in  pursuance  of  an  order 
of  the  Commissioners  ? 

2nd.  Whether  tiie  Commis- 
sioners can  appoint  or  direct  the 
appointment  of  a  valuator,  as  a  per- 
manent paid  officer  of  a  Union? 

3rd.  Whether  such  a  perma- 
nent officer  can  be  remunerated 
Ijy  a  salary  payable  from  time  to 
time  out  of  the  poor  rates,  under 
the  31st  and  32nd  sections  of  the 
Irish  Poor  Relief  Act? 


Opinion. 

If  he  have  knowledge  and  expe- 
rience to  qualify  him  to  act  as  a 
valuator,  it  is  immaterial  whether 
he  previously  professed  the  busi- 
ness or  not. 

I  think  they  can. 


I  think  he  can ;  a  collector  with 
ordinary  diligence  and  observa- 
tion would  easily  become  as  com- 
petent as  any  professed  valuator. 


4th.  Whether  a  valuator  ap- 
pointed directly  by  the  Commis- 
sioners   would   have   the  same 


There  is  some  little  doubt  of 
this,  but  I  think  he  would. 
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powers  for  the  purpose  of  making- 
or  revising  a  valuation,  as  a  valua- 
tor appointed  by  the  Guardians  ? 

5th.  Whether  and  by  vphat 
means  the  Commissioners  can  en- 
force upon  a  board  of  Guardians 
the  use  of  a  valuation  made  by  a 
valuator  appointed  by  the  Com- 
missioners ? 

6th.  Whether  the  exhibition  of 
the  valuation  for  21  days,  under 
the  69th  section,  must  be  repeated 
whenever  any  change  is  made  in 
it,  and  whether  such  exhibition  is 
merely  in  the  nature  of  a  notice 
to  future  ratepayers,  and  is  to  be 
made  for  purposes  of  inspection 
only,  and  not  with  a  view  to  fur- 
ther revision  and  amendment? 

7th.  Whether  it  will  be  neces- 
sary to  exhibit  the  valuation,  when 
any  alteration  has  been  made  in  it, 
either  as  to  a  name,  or  an  item  of 
net  annual  value,  or  any  other 
particular,  in  consequence  of  the 
order  of  a  court  of  appeal,  under 
the  107th  section  ? 

8th,  Whether  the  following 
course  in  making  a  rate  would  be 
conformable  to  law:  to  copy  in 
the  proper  form  all  the  particulars 
of  the  last  previous  rate,  except 
those  contained  in  the  two  last 
columns,  introducing  all  such  cor- 
rections of  the  original  valuation 
as  have  been  made  from  time  to 
time  by  a  valuator,  whether  en- 
tered in  the  last  rate  or  recorded 
in  any  other  way,  together  with 
such  alterations  of  names  as  may 
have  been  made  in  the  Jast  rate, 
supplying  also  any  entries  omitted 
in  the  last  rate,  by  having  re- 
course to  former  rates  or  to  the 
original  valuation  books.  Then 
to  exhibit  the  document  so  made 
up  under  the  69th  section,  and 
finally  to  make  it  perfect  as  a  rate, 


Opinion. 


If  they  make  the  order,  and  it 
be  not  obeyed,  I  apprehend  that 
their  only  course  would  be  to 
dissolve  the  Board  of  Guardians, 
and  have  a  new  one  elected. 


I  think  it  is  to  be  exhibited  for 
inspection  and  information,  and 
not  with  a  view  to  revision  oi 
amendment,  though  I  should  ad- 
vise the  Guardians  to  refer  any 
objections  as  to  value  or  other- 
wise to  their  officer,  and  correct 
them  before  certifying  the  valu- 
ation, if  they  think  it  right  to  do 
so. 

,  I  think  not. 


This  course  quite  accords  with 
my  view  of  the  powers  and  duties 
of  the  Board  of  Guardians. 
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alter  such  exhibition,  by  filling- up  Opinion. 
the  two  last  columns,  and  adding 
the   prescribed   declaration  duly 
signed  by  the  Guardians.  And 
whether  this  could  leg-ally  be  done 

under  the  direction  of  the  Board        I  think  any  person  of  compe- 
of  Guardians,  by  their  clerk,  or  by     tent  qualification  and  skill  can  act 
a  person  not  being  a  professional     as  a  valuator, 
valuator  ? 

I  am  not  sure  that  my  former  opinion  has  been  correctly  under- 
stood. The  value  and  occupation  of  tenements  are  con- 
stantly fluctuating;  and  as  every  rate  must  be  founded  on 
them,  it  is  essential  to  provide,  and  in  my  opinion  ample 
means  are  provided,  for  securing,  as  much  as  may  be, 
accuracy  in  them  and  other  particulars  :  the  only^  question  is, 
How  is  this  to  be  done  ?  This  may  be  best  answered  by 
supposing  changes  to  have  taken  place  in  any  given  number 
of  tenements.  The  old  valuations  ought  not  therefore  to  be 
altered,  but  new  ones  should  be  made,  and  this,  not  by  the 
Commissioners  or  Guardians,  but  by  competent  persons  who 
should  view,  value,  and  supply  to  the  Guardians  the  facts 
and  information  requisite  to  substitute  new  valuations,  with 
all  necessary  particulars,  in  place  of  those  requiring  revision 
or  correction.  When  this  is  done  the  valuation  can  be  cer- 
tified, and  these  new  valuations,  which  are  amendments  of  or 
substitutions  for  the  old  ones,  should  be  exhibited,  not  as 
they  are  each  made  from  time  to  time,  but  at  certain  times 
before  the  striking  of  each  rate.  Now  I  can  see  no  incon- 
venience in  this,  though  I  can  easily  perceive  objections  to 
the  assumption  of  a  power  either  by  the  Commissioners  or 
Guardians  to  add  to  or  alter  valuations  of  their  own  know- 
ledge, and  not  through  information  of  persons  employed  by 
them,  especially  when  a  change  of  value  has  taken  place : 
indeed,  in  such  a  case,  I  cannot  see  how  they  could  certify 
the  valuation,  unless  they  had  the  judgment  of  a  competent 
person  on  the  subject  acting  as  their  valuator.  I  do  not 
mean  to  say  that  the  person  must  have  previously  followed 
the  profession  of  a  valuator  :  if  he  be  competent  from  know- 
ledge and  practice  in  their  employment,  I  think  the  Guar- 
dians may  appoint  and  employ  him,  and  I  have  not  any  doubt 
that  any  of  the  collectors  who  has  acquired  skill  and  expe- 
rience might  be  employed  as  a  valuator  permanently,  or  to  act 
from  time  to  time  as  such,  and  to  combine  with  that  duty  the 
collection  of  the  rates. 

F.  Blackburne. 
IQih  Nov.,  1841. 
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No.  6. 

APPOINTMENT  of  PERMANENT  VALUATOR  and 
SUPERVISOR  OF  POOR  RATES. 

I. — Order  directing  the  Appointment  of  such  an  Officer,  and  prescrib- 
ing his  Duties:— addressed  to  the  North  and  South  Dublin 
Unions  respectively. 

In  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  an  Act  passed  in  the  session  of 
Parliament  held  in  the  first  and  second  years  of  the  reign  of  Her  pre- 
sent Majesty  Queen  Victoria,  intituled  "  An  Act  for  the  more  effectual 
Relief  of  the  Destitute  Poor  in  Ireland,"  we,  the  Poor  Law  Commis- 
sioners, do  hereby  order  and  direct  that  the  Guardians  of  the  Poor  of  the 

 Dublin  Union  shall,  within  one  month  from  the  date  of  this 

order,  appoint  a  fit  and  proper  person  to  superintend,  act,  and  assist  in 
the  surveying  and  valuation  of  property  to  be  rated,  and  in  the  collect- 
ing of  rates  to  be  made  for  the  purpose  of  the  said  recited  Act,  within 
the  said  Union,  and  shall,  as  soon  as  conveniently  may  be  after  such 
appointment,  report  the  same  to  us,  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  in 
order  that  we  may  approve  or  disallow  the  same,  or  give  such  other 
directions  thereon  as  the  case  may  require. 

The  person  so  appointed  as  aforesaid  shall  be  styled  the  Supervisor 
of  Poor  Rates,  and  his  duties  shall  be  as  follows :  — 

1st.  He  shall  from  time  to  time  survey  and  value  all  such  rate- 
able hereditaments  and  parcels  of  properly  as  he  may  be 
directed  to  survey  and  value  by  the  Board  of  Guardians,  or 
as  may  appear  to  him  to  have  been  improperly  described  or 
valued  in  any  existing  valuation  of  the  said  Union,  or  to  have 
been  omitted  therefrom,  or  to  have  come  into  existence,  or  to 
have  been  altered  in  any  respect,  since  such  existing  valuation 
was  made;    and,  in  the  performance  of  this  duty,  he  shall 
strictly  attend  to  the  definition  of  the  net  annual  value,  and 
to  all  the  provisions  relating  to  the  valuing  or  rating  of  pro- 
perty contained  in  the  said  Act,  and  to  the  instructions  of 
the  Poor  Law  Commissioners. 
2nd.  He  shall  examine  into  the  subject-matter  of  every  com- 
plaint or  written  communication  relating  to  any  valuation 
or  rate,  from  every  ratepayer  of  the  Union  ;  he  shall  forthwith 
proceed  to  inspect  and  ascertain  the  description  and  value  of 
the  premises  to  which  such  complaint  or  communication  re- 
lates, and  shall  report  thereon  to  the  Board. 
3rd.  He  shall,  when  any  valuation  is  exhibited  to  the  ratepayers 
of  the  Union,  under  the  provisions  of  the  69th  section  of  the 
said  Act,  attend  at  the  place  and  during  the  period  of  such 
exhibition,  for  the  purpose  of  affording  information  to  rate- 
papers  inspecting  such  valuation,  and,  if  deemed  necessary, 
of  receiving  objections  against  any  particular  thereof,  or  in- 
formation in  any  way  relating  thereto. 
4th.  He  shall  attend,  on  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  in 
all  cases  of  appeal  against  a  rate,  and  shall,  by  a  previous 
inspection  of  the  premises  in  respect  of  which  the  appeal  is 
made,  be  prepared  to  give  evidence  as  to  their  description  and 
value. 
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5th.  He  shall  from  time  to  time,  subject  to  the  directions  of  the 
Board  of  Guardians,  correct  all  errors  and  supply  all  omis- 
sions in  any  existing  valuation,  so  that  fair  and  equal  rates, 
correct  in  all  particulars,  may  be  made  thereon. 

6th.  He  shall  examine  into  and  ascertain  the  validity  of  all 
claims  to  be  rated  to  the  relief  of  the  poor,  and  shall  report 
thereon  to  the  Board  of  Guardians,  so  as  to  assist  them  in 
deciding-  whether  the  names  of  the  several  claimants  shall  or 
shall  not  be  put  upon  the  rate  for  the  time  being. 

7th.  He  shall  exercise  a  general  control  and  superintendence 
over  the  collectors  in  order  to  enforce  a  speedy  and  efficient 
collection  of  the  rates,  and  to  guard  against  fraud  or  negli- 
gence in  the  collection. 

8th.  He  shall,  once  at  the  least  in  every  week,  examine  the  col- 
lector's accounts,  and  compare  the  same  with  each  other,  as 
well  as  with  the  treasurer's  pass-book,  and,  where  necessary, 
with  the  valuation, 

9th.  He  shall  see  that  the  collecting-books  are  correctly  pre- 
pared and  abstracted  from  the  rates,  and  that  the  receipts  and 
counterparts  thereof  are  properly  filled  up  ;  and  he  shall 
authenticate  each  collecting-book  by  his  signature. 

10th.  He  shall  occasionally  visit  persons  from  whom  rate  has  been 
collected,  and  examine  the  receipts  in  the  hands  of  the  rate- 
payers, in  order  to  ascertain  whether  they  correspond  with 
the  counterparts  in  the  receipt-books,  and  with  the  weekly 
accounts  of  the  collectors,  previously  examined  by  him. 

11th.  He  shall,  immediately  upon  the  closing  and  balancing  of 
each  rate,  inspect  the  premises  occupied  by  persons  who  shall 
have  been  returned  by  the  collectors  as  insolvent,  or  in  arrear; 
and  he  shall,  after  such  inspection,  direct  the  attention  of  the 
Board  of  Guardians  to  any  instance  of  fraud  or  neglect  on  the 
part  of  the  collectors,  and  to  any  case  or  cases  in  which,  in 
his  opinion,  the  rate  in  arrear  might  be  recovered  under  legal 
process ;  and  he  shall  act  upon  the  instructions  of  the  Board 
in  every  such  case. 

12th.  He  shall  report  to  the  Board  every  instance  which  comes 
to  his  knowledge,  in  which  the  collectors  fail  in  the  exact  and 
eflBcient  performance  of  their  duties,  as  prescribed  by  the 
Poor  Law  Commissioners. 

13th.  He  shall  attend  the  auditor  of  the  Union  accounts,  and 
every  or  any  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  upon  re- 
ceiving notice  that  his  attendance  is  required. 

14th,  Upon  the  final  closing  and  balancing  of  every  rate  after 
such  inspection  as  aforesaid  of  the  premises  occupied  by 
insolvents  or  defaulters,  and  after  the  termination  of  any  pro- 
ceeding which  the  Board  of  Guardians  may  direct  to  be  taken 
for  the  recovery  of  rate  in  arrear,  he  shall  lay  before  the 
Board  a  statement  of  the  sum  collected  in  the  said  Union; 
and  in  each  electoral  division  thereof,  by  virtue  of  such  rate, 
and  of  the  sums  lost  or  not  recoverable  in  the  Union  and  in 
each  electoral  division,  together  with  the  names  of  the  occu- 
piers, and  the  descriptions  of  the  several  parcels  of  property 
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on  which  the  sums  so  lost  or  not  recoverable  were  assessed  ; 
and  he  shall  forward  a  copy  of  such  statement  to  the  Poor 
Law  Commissioners. 
15th.  He  shall  from  time  to  time  report  to  the  Board  of  Guar- 
dians on  all  matters  connected  with  his  duties,  and  with  the 
execution  of  this  order,  and  shall  offer  suggestions  to  the 
Guardians  for  the  correction  of  abuses  and  the  introduction  of 
improvements  in  the  preparation  of  the  rates,  and  in  the  col- 
lection thereof ;  and  he  shall  generally  observe  and  fulfil  all 
lawful  orders  and  directions  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  and 
likewise  the  rules,  orders,  and  regulations  issued  by  the  Poor 
Law  Commissioners  with  reference  to  the  making  of  rates  or 
valuations,  or  the  collection  of  the  poor  rate  in  the  .said 
Union. 

And  we  do  further  order  and  direct  that  the  said  supervisor  shall 
perform  the  said  duties  in  the  said  Union,  and  in  every  part  thereof, 
and  that  he  shall  give  such  security  for  the  due  performance  of  the  said 
duties,  and  shall,  in  consideration  thereof,  receive  such  salary  or  remu- 
neration as  the  Board  of  Guardians  (subject  always  to  the  approval  of 
the  Poor  Law  Commissioners)  shall  deem  to  be  proper  and  sufficient. 

And  we  do  further  order  and  direct  that  every  collector  of  poor-rates 
in  the  said  Union  shall  procure  and  give  such  information,  and  make 
such  returns  weekly  or  otherwise,  and  submit  all  his  accounts  and  books 
to  the  said  supervisor,  at  such  times  as  the  said  supervisor  may  require 
and  appoint ;  and  every  collector  shall  in  all  respects  observe  the  par- 
ticulars of  this  order,  so  far  as  he  is  aff^ected  by  it. 

Given  under  the  hands  and  seals  of  Us,  the 

Poor  Law  Commissioners,  &c. 


II. — Letter  from  the  Commissioners  to  the  Board  of  Guardians, 
accompanying  the  foregoing  Order, 

Poor  Laio  Commission  Office, 
Sir,  12th  January,  \Si2. 

The  attention  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  has  been  recently 
directed  to  the  subject  of  valuations  and  rates,  with  a  special  view  to 
ascertaining  the  best  mode  of  providing  for  the  periodical  revision  and 
correction  which  is  requisite  to  make  each  successive  rate  represent 
correctly  the  description  and  value  of  the  rateable  property  of  the  Union, 
at  the  time  when  such  rate  is  made,  as  well  as  the  names  of  the  persons 
occupying  the  property  at  the  same  period. 

The  Commissioners  have  had  occasion  to  consult  the  Attorney- 
General  on  several  points  arising  out  of  the  consideration  of  this  subject; 
and  the  construction  and  effect  of  the  66th  section  of  the  Irish  Poor 
Relief  Act  appears  to  be,  that  no  alteration  can  be  made  in  any  valua- 
tion, excepting  by  a  competent  valuator,  and  that  such  valuator  must 
derive  his  authority  to  act  from  an  order  of  the  Commissioners,  cither 
appointing  him  or  directing  his  appointment  by  the  Board  of  Guardians. 
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The  noard  of  Guardians  having  once  made  or  caused  to  be  made  a 
valiialion  where  necessary,  cannot  subsequently  add  to,  revise,  or  alter 
it  in  any  particular  ;  but,  whenever  such  a  proceeding  becomes  neces- 
sary, the  revision,  alteration,  or  addition  must  be  made  by  a  competent 
valuator,  whose  professional  skill  and,  ability  form  the  security  of  the 
ratepayers  in  this  respect. 

This  being  the  strict  legal  interpretation  of  the  section  above  referred 
to,  the  Commissioners,  looking  to  the  varying  value  of  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  rateable  property  in  the  Union,  considering,  also,  how 
constant  and  numerous  are  the  changes  among  the  occupiers,  and  what 
an  amount  of  new  property  becomes  liable  to  the  rate  from  time  to  time, 
are  of  opinion  that  the  revision  of  the  valuation,  under  such  circuni- 
stances,  must  be  a  continuous  process.  A  rate  which  at  one  period  is 
fair  and  equal,  and  which  includes  all  the  property  that  ought  to  be  rated, 
would  be  found,  after  the  lapse  of  a  few  months,  to  be  unequal,  incor- 
rect, and  defective,  both  as  regards  value  of  property  and  names  of  oc- 
cupiers ;  and  thus  alteration  and  emendation  will  be  constantly  needed. 

Jf,  then,  the  process  of  revising  the  valuation  can  never  be  intermitted, 
and  if  it  be  necessary  to  employ  a  valuator  whenever  the  valuation  is  to 
be  altered  or  added  to,  the  most  convenient  course  would  seem  to  be, 
that  the  Board  of  Guardians  should  be  authorized  to  appoint  and  re- 
tain, at  an  annual  salary,  as  a  permanent  paid  officer  of  the  Union,  a 
person  legally  and  professionally  competent  to  revise  existing  valuations, 
and  make  new  ones.  In  this  way  the  inconvenience  of  issuing  orders 
at  short  intervals,  of  making  repeated  appointments,  and  entering  into 
numerous  engagements  for  specific  services  to  be  performed  (which  is 
always  expensive  as  well  as  troublesome  and  unsatisfactory),  would  be 
avoided. 

A  proposal  that  such  an  officer  should  be  appointed  to  revise  valua- 
tions and  superintend  the  collection  of  the  rates,  was  made  some  time 
ago  by  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  South  Dublin  Union.  The  Com- 
missioners at  that  time  required  to  be  more  fully  satisfied,  by  experience, 
that  such  an  officer  was  needed,  believing  that  the  clerk  would  be  com- 
petent to  discharge  the  greater  part  of  the  duties  which  the  proposed 
officer  would  have  to  perform  ;  they  also  had  doubt  as  to  their  legal 
power  to  direct  such  an  appointment.  The  Commissioners  are  now, 
however,  satisfied  on  butli  points;  and  they  have  therefore  issued  the 
accompanying  order,  on  which  it  will  be  the  duty  of  the  Board  of 
Guardians  of  the  Dublin  Union  to  proceed  to  act  without  delay. 

The  enumeration  of  the  duties  of  the  supervisor  of  rates  will,  it  is 
hoped,  be  found  plain  and  sufficiently  comprehensive  ;  but  it  will  be  in 
the  power  of  the  Board  to  require  him  to  discharge  any  other  functions 
which  they  may  think  conducive  to  the  interests  of  the  Union,  pro- 
vided only  that  they  be  not  inconsistent  with  those  specified  in  the 
order,  or  that  the  sanction  of  Commissioners  be  first  obtained. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  Commissioners  have  combined  with  the 
duties  of  valuator  the  duty  of  superintending  and  controlling  the 
collectors.  It  is  expected  that,  in  the  discharge  of  these  combined 
duties,  the  entire  time  of  the  officer  will  be  devoted  to  the  service  of  the 
Board  of  Guardians. 

This  circumstance,  together  with  the  importance  of  placing  in  so 
responsible  a  post  none  but  an  experienced  and  thoroughly  trustworthy 
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person,  will  be  considered  by  the  Guardians  in  proposing,  and  by  the 
Commissioners  in  approving-,  and,  if  necessary,  regulating,  the  amount 
of  salary.  At  the  same  time  the  Commissioners  must  impress  upon 
the  Guardians  the  importance  of  strict  economy  on  every  occasion,  and 
of  avoiding  all  unnecessary  additions  to  the  heavy  charge  already  in- 
curred on  account  of  the  paid  officers  of  the  Union.  As°regards  quali- 
fication, the  Commissioners  consider  it  indispensable  that  the  officer 
should  be  a  person  of  experience,  conversant  with  the  letting  value  of 
houses  and  other  rateable  property,  and  perfectly  comprehending  the 
principle  on  which  valuations  and  rates  must  be  made  under  the 
Irish  Poor  Relief  Act.  He  must,  of  course,  be  a  good  accountant,  and 
a  man  of  active,  punctual,  and  orderly  habits ;  his  moral  character 
must  be  unimpeached  ;  and  the  Commissioners,  looking  to  the  interests 
affected  by  the  Poor  Law  valuation,  and  the  connexion  subsisting  be- 
tween the  payment  of  the  poor  rate  and  the  exercise  of  municipal  pri- 
vileges, will  consider  it  a  disquahfication  to  a  candidate  to  have  been 
notoriously  committed  to  the  views  or  actively  engaged  in  the  proceed- 
ings of  any  particular  party,  it  being  of  the  first  importance  that 
persons  of  all  parties  and  of  all  views  should  have  confidence  in  the 
officer  on  whom  so  much  will,  in  various  ways,  depend. 

The  Commissioners  consider  that  the  individual  appointed  to  the 
office  of  supervisor  of  poor  rates  ought  to  give  security,  with  two 
sureties,  in  a  joint  and  several  bond  ;  the  amount  they  leave  to  the 
Board  of  Guardians  to  decide,  who  will  also  be  best  able  to  form  a 
judgment  as  to  the  solvency  of  the  proposed  sureties. 

By  order  of  the  Board, 

Arthur  Mooue,  Chief  Clerk. 
To  the  Clerk  to  the  Board  of  Guardians 
of  the  South  Dublin  Union. 


III. — LETTER  from  the  Commissioners  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  of 
the  Limerick  Union,  accompanying  an  Order  for  the  Appointment 
for  Five  Years  of  a  Valuator  and  Supervisor  of  Rates. 

[The  order  issued  to  the  Limerick  Union  was  similar  to  the  fore- 
going addressed  to  the  Dublin  Unions,  but  limiting  the  appoint- 
ment to  five  years.] 

Poor  Laio  Commission  Office,  Dublin, 
Si  a,  18i/i  ^pn7,  1842. 

In  transmitting  the  accompanying  Order  empowering  the  Board 
of  Guardians  of  the  Limerick  Union  to  appoint  a  valuator  and  super- 
visor of  poor  rates  in  that  Union,  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  desire 
to  submit  to  the  Guardians  the  following  observations  regarding  the 
best  mode  of  providing  for  the  periodical  revision  and  correction  which 
is  requisite  to  make  each -successive  rate  represent  correctly  the  de- 
scription and  value  of  the  rateable  property  of  the  Union  at  the  time 
when  such  rate  is  made,  as  well  as  the  names  of  the  persons  occupying 
the  property  at  the  same  period. 

The  Commissioners  have  recently  had  occasion  to  consult  the  At- 
torney-General on  several  points  arising  out  of  the  consideration  of  this 
subject;  and  the  construction  and  effect  of  the  66th  section  of  the  Irish 
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Poor  Relief  Act  appears  to  be,  that  no  alteration  can  be  made  in  any 
valuation,  excepting-  by  a  competent  valuator,  and  that  such  valuator 
must  derive  his  authority  to  act  from  an  order  of  the  Commissioners, 
either  appointing  him,  or  directing  his  appointment  by  the  Board  of 
Guardians.  The  Board  of  Guardians  having  once  made  or  caused  to 
be  made  a  valuation  where  necessary,  cannot  subsequently  add  to,  or 
revise,  or  alter  it  in  any  particular ;  but  whenever  such  a  proceeding 
becomes  necessary,  the  revision,  alteration,  or  addition,  must  be  made 
by  a  competent  valuator,  whose  professional  skill  and  ability  form  the 
security  of  the  ratepayers  in  this  respect. 

This  being  the  strict  legal  interpretation  of  the  section  above  referred 
to,  the  Commissioners,  looking  to  the  varying  value  of  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  rateable  property  in  the  Limerick  Union,  are  of  opinion 
that  the  most  convenient  course  would  seem  to  be  that  the  Board  of 
Guardians  should  be  authorized  to  appoint  and  retain,  at  an  annual 
salary,  as  a  paid  officer  of  the  Union,  a  person  legally  and  profes- 
sionally competent  to  revise  existing  valuations,  and  make  new  ones; 
in  this  way  the  inconvenience  of  issuing  orders  at  short  intervals,  of 
making  repeated  appointments,and  entering  into  numerous  engagements 
for  specific  services  to  be  performed — which  is  always  expensive  as  well 
as  troublesome  and  unsatisfactory — would  be  avoided. 

The  Commissioners  have  therefore  issued  the  accompanying  Order, 
on  which  it  will  be  the  duty  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Lime- 
rick Union  to  proceed  to  act  without  delay. 

The  enumeration  of  the  duties  of  the  supervisor  of  rates  will,  it  is 
hoped,  be  found  plain  imd  sufficiently  comprehensive  ;  but  it  will  be  in 
the  power  of  the  Board  to  require  him  to  discharge  any  other  functions 
which  they  may  think  conducive  to  the  interests  of  the  Union,  provided 
only  that  they  be  not  inconsistent  with  those  specified  in  the  Order,  or 
that  the  sanction  of  the  Commissioners  be  first  obtained. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  Commissioners  have  combined  with  the 
duties  of  valuator  the  duty  of  superintending  and  controlling  the 
collectors.  The  importance  of  placing  in  so  responsible  a  post  none 
but  an  experienced  and  trustworthy  person  will  be  considered  by  the 
Guardians  in  proposing,  and  by  the  Commissioners  in  approving,  and, 
if  necessary,  regulating,  the  amount  of  salary.  At  the  same  time  the 
Commissioners  must  impress  upon  the  Guardians  the  importance  of 
strict  economy  on  every  occasion,  and  of  avoiding  all  unnecessary  ad- 
dition to  the  heavy  charge  already  incurred  on  account  of  the  paid 
officers  of  the  Union. 

As  regards  qualification,  the  Commissioners  consider  it  indispensa- 
ble that  the  officer  should  be  a  person  of  experience,  conversant  with 
the  letting  value  of  houses  and  other  rateable  property,  and  perfectly 
comprehending  the  principle  on  which  valuations  and  rates  must  be 
made  under  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Act.  He  must  of  course  be  a  good 
accountant,  and  a  man  of  active,  punctual,  and  orderly  habits.  His 
moral  character  must  be  unimpeached;  and  the  Commissioners,  looking 
to  the  interests  affected  by  the  Poor  Law  valuations,  and  the  connexion 
subsisting  between  the  payment  of  poor  rates  and  the  exercise  of 
municipal  privileges,  will  consider  it  a  disqualification  to  a  candidate  to 
have  been  notoriously  committed  to  the  views,  or  actively  engaged  in 
the  proceedings,  of  any^rticular  party,  it  being  of  the  first  importance 
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that  persons  of  all  parties  and  of  all  views  should  have  confidence  in 
the  officer  on  whom  so  much  will,  in  various  ways,  depend. 

The  Commissioners  consider  that  the  individual  appointed  to  the 
office  of  supervisor  of  poor  rates  ought  to  give  security,  with  two 
sureties,  in  a  joint  and  several  bond ;  the  amount  they  leave  to  the 
Board  of  Guardians  to  decide,  who  will  also  be  best  able  to  form  a 
judgment  as  to  the  solvency  of  the  proposed  sureties. 

By  order  of  the  Board, 

Arthur  Moore,  Chief  Clerk. 

To  the  Clerk  to  the  Guardians, 
Limerick  Union. 


No.  7. 

ELECTION  OF  GUARDIANS  :  — 

Case  submitted  to  the  Attorney-General  for  Ireland,  as  to  the 
Supply  of  Vacancies  in  the  Return  of  Guardians  for  particular 
Electoral  Divisions  :  with  his  Opinion  thereon. 

Case. 

By  the  19th  section  of  the  1st  and  2nd  Vict.,  c.  56,  it  is  enacted, 
"That  the  Commissioners  shall  determine  the  number  of  Guardians 
to  be  elected  in  each  Union,  and  the  number  to  be  elected  for  every 
electoral  division,"  &c. 

By  the  20th  section  it  is  enacted,  "  That  on  the  25th  day  of  March 
in  every  year,  or  if  that  day  should  fall  on  Sunday  or  Good-Friday, 
then  on  the  day  next  following,  or  within  14  days  next  after  such  25th 
day  of  March,  the  Guardians  for  the  ensuing  year,  to  be  computed 
from  such  25th  day  of  March,  shall  be  chosen,  and  immediately  upon 
their  election  the  Guardians  previously  elected  by  the  ratepayers  of  any 
Union  shall  go  out  of  office :  provided  always  that  the  Guardians  first 
elected  by  such  ratepayers  shall,  if  the  said  Commissioners  shall 
by  any  order  so  direct,  hold  office  until  the  25th  day  of  March  next 
after  their  election,  and  thenceforth  tor  oneyear;  and  that  in  every  case 
the  Guardians,  whose  term  of  office  shall  expire  on  the  25th  day  of 
March  in  any  year,  shall  continue  to  act  as  Guardians  until  others  are 
elected  or  appointed  in  their  stead." 

By  the  21st  section  it  is  enacted,  "  That  any  Guardian  going  out  of 
office  shall  be  re-eligible  for  the  ensuing  or  any  subsequent  year,  and 
that  the  same  person  may  be  elected  for  more  than  one  electoral 
division." 

By  the  22nd  section  it  is  enacted,  "  That  in  case  the  full  number 
of  Guardians  shall  not  be  duly  elected  at  any  election  of  Guardians  for 
the  time  being,  or,  in  the- event  of  any  vacancy  occurring  in  such  Board 
by  the  death,  removal,  or  resignation,  (which  the  Commissioners  are 
hereby  empowered  to  accept,)  or  refusal,  or  disqualification  to  act  of 
any  Guardian,  the  other  or  remaining  members  of  the  said  Board 
shall  continue  to  act  until  the  next  election,  or  until  the  completion  of 
the  said  Board,  as  if  no  such  vacancy  had  occurred,  and  as  if  the 
number  of  such  Board  were  complete." 
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By  the  23rd  section  it  Is  enacted,  "  That  the  ex-ofBcio  Guardians 
shall,  until  a  Board  of  Guardians  be  duly  constituted,  and  also  in  case 
of  any  irreg-ularity  or  delay  in  any  subsequent  election  of  Guardians  by 
reason  whereof  there  shall  be  no  legally  constituted  Board  of  Guar- 
dians of  such  Union,  receive  and  carry  into  effect  the  orders  of  the 
Commissioners." 

And  by  the  25th  section  it  is  enacted,  "  That  in  case  an  election  of 
Guardians  for  any  electoral  division,  or  for  any  Union,  shall  not  take 
place  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  Commissioners,  and  in  pursuance 
of  this  Act,  the  Commissioners  shall  order  a  fresh  election  of  Guardians 
for  such  electoi'al  division." 

The  proceedings  at  the  first  and  at  every  subsequent  election  of 
Guardians  are  regulated  by  an  order  of  the  Commissioners,  pre- 
scribing that  an  election  of  one  or  more  Guardians  shall  take  place  for 
each  electoral  division  of  the  Union,  and  directing  the  returning  officer 
to  make  a  return,  on  a  fixed  day,  of  the  Guardians  duly  elected. 

It  has  occurred  in  certain  cases  that  an  election  of  a  Guardian  for  an 
electoral  division  has  not  taken  place  in  pursuance  of  the  Commissioners' 
order  at  the  annual  election  for  a  Union  in  which  a  Board  of  Guar- 
dians had  previously  been  in  office;  and  in  those  cases  a  doubt  has 
arisen,  as  it  would  appear,  out  of  the  proviso  in  the  20th  section, 
whether  the  Guardian  of  such  electoral  division,  who  was  previously  a 
member  of  the  Board,  continues  to  be  a  member  after  such  failure  of 
election,  and  is  entitled  to  act  at  the  new  Board  of  Guardians  without 
being  re-elected. 

The  following  considerations  have  hitherto  prevented  the  Commis- 
sioners from  deciding  that  in  such  cases  the  former  Guardian  may  con- 
tinue to  act  at  the  Board  until  his  successor  is  elected  : — 

1st.  The  language  of  the  20th  section  implies  that  its  provisions  re- 
late to  the  Board  of  Guardians  as  a  whole  ;  the  word  "  Guardian,"  in 
the  singular  number,  nowhere  occurs  in  it,  nor  does  the  designation 
"  electoral  division,"  but  the  phraseology  runs  thus  :  "  the  Guardians 
for  the  ensuing-year  shall  be  chosen  "  the  Guardians  previously 
elected  by  the  rate-payers  of  any  Union;"  "  the  Guardians  first  elected 
by  such  rate-payers  ;''  and  in  the  particular  part  of  the  proviso  referred 
to,  "  the  Guardians  whose  term  of  office  shall  expire,"  &c.,  "  shall  con- 
tinue to  act  as  Guardians,"  &c.  The  force  of  this  lanffuaffe  is  in- 
creased  by  readmg  this  section  together  with  the  I7th  section,  which 
enacts  that,  "  when  any  Union  shall  have  been  declared,  a  Board  of 
Guardians  of  the  poor  for  such  Union  shall  be  constituted."  It  is  sub- 
milted  that  at  any  subsequent  election,  as  soon  as  a  Board  is  consti- 
tuted it  displaces  the  Board  previously  acting  ;  and  that  a  Board  of 
Guardians  is  constituted  whenever  such  a  Board  as  can  legally  act  in 
the  administration  of  the  law  has  been  elected  by  the  rate-payers. 

2nd.  By  the  22nd  section  it  is  enacted  that  "  in  case  the  full  nmnber 
of  Guardians  shall  not  be  duly  elected  at  any  election  of  Guardians  for 
the  time  being,  or  in  the  event  of  any  vacancy,"  &c,,  "  the  other  or  re- 
maining members  of  the  said  Board  shall  continue  to  act  until  the  next 
election,  or  until  the  completion' of  the  said  Board,"  &c.  It  is  sub- 
mitted that  the  words  "  at  any  election  of  Guardians  for  the  time 
being"  cannot  be  so  restricted  as  to  mean  "  at  the  first  election  of 
Guardians  in  any  Union  ;"  and  that  if  the  fuller  meaning  be  attached 
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to  them,  this  section  exchides  the  members  of  the  former  Board  by  ex- 
pressly declaring  that  the  "  other  members,"  that  is,  those  members 
of  the  new  Board  that  are  duly  elected,  shall  act  with  all  the  efficiency 
of  a  complete  Board. 

3rd.  By  the  23rd  section  it  is  enacted  that  the  ex-officio  Guardians 
shall,  "  in  case  of  any  irregularity  or  delay  in  any  subsequent,  that  is,  in 
any  other  than  the  first  election  of  Guardians,  by  reason  whereof  there 
shall  be  no  legally  constituted  Board  of  Guardians  of  such  Union, 
receive  and  carry  into  effect  the  orders  of  the  Commissioners,"  &c. :  it 
is  submitted  that  this  is  a  provision  made  for  the  case  of  a  failure  in 
any  subsequent  election  for  all  the  electoral  divisions  of  a  Union,  (the 
22nd  section  containing  a  similar  provision  against  a  partial  failure,) 
in  which  case  the  Union  would  be  left  without  a  Board,  only  if  the  pre- 
ceding Board  had  ceased  to  exist ;  if  the  preceding  Board,  or  a  suffi- 
cient part  of  it,  still  continued  in  office,  the  case  contemplated  in  this 
section  as  consequent  upon  the  failure  of  any  subsequent  election  could 
not  arise,  and  the  authority  given  to  the  ex-officio  Guardians  to  act  in 
such  a  case  would  be  useless. 

4th.  By  the  25th  section  it  appears  to  be  made  imperative  upon  the 
Commissioners  to  order  a  fresh  election  for  any  electoral  division  in 
respect  of  which  their  order  for  a  previous  election  had  not  taken  effect  j 
and  it  is  submitted  that,  by  casting  this  duty  upon  the  Commissioners, 
a  provision  is  made  for  fulfilling  the  general  intention  of  the  Act,  that 
there  shall  be  a  complete  Board  of  Guardians  for  every  Union ;  and  if 
it  be  held  that,  in  case  of  non-election,  a  Guardian  previously  elected 
may  continue  in  office,  upon  the  ground  of  convenience  and  the  avoid- 
ing of  expense  and  trouble  in  an  electoral  division,  where  the  rate-payers 
are  satisfied  with  their  representative,  it  is  submitted,  on  the  other 
hand,  that  the  enactment  of  this  (the  25th)  section  would  compel  the 
Commissioners  virtually  to  eject  such  Guardian  from  the  Board,  to  put 
him  to  the  risk,  and  the  electoral  division  to  the  expense,  of  a  new  elec- 
tion, and  thus  to  frustrate  the  object  for  which  it  is  contended  that  the 
proviso  of  the  20th  section  has  enabled  the  Guardians  to  continue  in 
office.  It  is  further  submitted  that,  as  if  most  effectually  to  guard 
against  the  continuance  in  office  of  such  Guardian,  the  same  25th  sec- 
tion enacts,  that  upon  failure  of  their  second  order  for  an  election  in  any 
electoral  division,  the  Commissioners  may  appoint  a  person  to  fill  the 
place  of  any  such  Guardian  of  whom  there  has  been  such  failure  of 
election. 

5th.  Where  the  Commissioners  have  under  the  provisions  of  the  19th 
.section  directed  that  two  or  more  Guardians  shall  be  elected  for  an 
electoral  division,  and  at  any  subsequent  election  only  a  part  of  the  re- 
quisite number  shfsll  have  been  elected,  it  seems  almost  impossible  to 
decide  by  any  geT.tial  regulation  which  of  the  Guardians  previously 
elected  for  such  division  should  remain  in  office  for  the  purpose  of  sup- 
plying the  defect  in  such-subsequent  election. 

Question  in  Case.  Opinion. 

Your  opinion  is  requested  on  In  my  opinion  the  proviso  in 
the  points  involved  in  the  fore-  the  20th  section  does  not  apply  to 
going  considerations,  and  espe-     this  case,  nor  has  a  Guardian  a  right 
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cially  as  to  the  construction  of  the 
proviso  contained  in  the  20th 
section,  whether  a  Guardian  has 
a  right  to  remain  and  act  as  a 
member  of  the  Board  of  Guar- 
dians until  his  successor  be  elected, 
and  as  to  the  construction  of  the 
25th  section,  whether  it  is  impera- 
tive upon  the  Commissioners  to 
order  a  fresh  election  in  every 
case  of  fiiilure  of  election  under 
their  previous  order. 

22nd  February,  1842. 
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to  remain  a  member  of  the  Board 
until  his  successor  be  elected; 
and  I  think  it  is  imperative  on  the 
Commissioners  to  order  an  elec- 
tion of  a  Guardian  when  there 
has  been  in  any  particular  case  a 
failure  to  elect  one  under  their 
previous  order. 


F.  Blackburne. 


No.  8. 

CHARGEABILITY  of  PAUPERS  to  particular  Electoral  Di- 
visions, ACCORDING  TO  RESIDENCE  : — Correspondence  with 
THE  Guardians  of  the  Limerick  Union. 

I. — Letter  from  Sir  Richard  Bourke,  Guardian  of  the  Limerick 
Union,  to  W.  H.  T.  Hawley,  Esq.,  Assistant  Poor  Law  Commis- 
sioner. 

Sir,  Thornjlekl,  October  22,  1841.  ' 

In  the  absence  of  Sir  H.  Dillon  Massey,  I  have  the  honour  to 
enclose  a  memorial  from  several  of  the  Poor  Law  Guardians  of  the 
Limerick  Union,  both  ex-officio  and  local,  and  to  request  that  you  will 
forward  it  to  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  at  your  earliest  convenience. 

I  have  further  to  request  that  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  make  known 
to  the  Commissioners  what  you  may  have  observed  during  your  occa- 
sional attendances  at  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Limerick  Union, 
as  to  the  principle  upon  which  the  majority  have  usually  determined 
the  allocation  of  paupers,  and  the  consequent  accumulation  of  charge 
on  the  Union  at  large. 

I  have  the  honour,  &c., 

Richard  Bourke, 

To  IF.  H.  T.  Hawley,  Esq., 

^C.         (^C.  <^c. 


Enclosure  with  foregoing  Letter. 

To  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners. 

The  Memorial  of  certain  Poor  Law  Guardians  connected  with  the 
Rural  Electoral  Divisions  of  the  Union  of  Limerick. 
Showeth, 

That  your  Memorialists  are  Poor  Law  Guardians  and  proprietors  oi- 
occupiers  of  land  within  one  or  morc^fT'tli.o  rfThU  divisions  named  in  the 
subjoined  list  (p.  314),which,  with/1^eaft$QAl,<(ti^i^on  of  Limerick,  com- 
pose the  Limerick  Unioij,^*""^ 
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'  That  from  the  named  rural  divisions  but  few,— from  two  no  paupers  have 
been  sent  into  the  workhouse  of  the  Union.  Though  a  very  great  degree 
of  poverty  prevails  in  many  parts  of  all  those  districts,  yet,  either  owmg  to 
a  feehng  of  independence  and  a  desire  for  self-support  on  the  part  of  the 
poor,  or  by  means  of  opportune  employment,  or  the  extension  of  private 
charity,  but  few  have  as  yet  sought  relief  under  the  Poor  Law. 

That  the  annexed  return  (p.  314)  of  paupers  charged  to  the  several  elec- 
toral divisions  of  the  Union  on  the  1st  September  last  (bemg  the  latest  re- 
turn your  Memorialists  obtained)  will  show  how  small  a  proportion  of  poor 
have  entered  the  workhouse  from  the  rural  districts ;  but  it  will  be  perceived 
that  448  paupers  are  charged  on  the  Union  at  large,  for  whose  maintenance 
the  rural  districts  will  have  to  bear  a  proportionate  charge. 

That  this  vast  accumulation  of  paupers  to  the  charge  of  the  Union  at 
large  has  not  arisen  from  any  impossibility  or  even  difficulty  in  tracing  out 
their  usual  or  customary  residence  according  to  the  plain  meaning  of  the 
words  at  the  time  of  their  claiming  relief,  which  circumstance  alone  your 
Memorialists  maintain  renders  a  pauper  legally  chargeable  to  the  Union  at 
large  ;  but  it  has  mainly  arisen  from  the  adoption  on  the  part  of  a  majority 
of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  other  tests  than  that  of  customary  residence 
as  the  rule  for  registering  claimants  for  relief.  It  has,  for  instance,  been 
held  that  to  have  asked  alms  at  any  time  consigned  the  pauper  to  the  Union 
at  large,  though  he  might  have  lived  for  years  and  still  inhabit,  in  the 
common  meaning  of  the  word,  some  known  electoral  division  of  the  Union  ; 
and  so  far  has  this  opinion  been  carried,  that  to  have  received  assistance 
in  money,  food,  or  clothes  from  relatives  or  friends,  or  to  have  lodged  gra- 
tuitously in  their  houses,  has  been  considered  an  act  of  mendicancy  which 
placed  the  pauper  on  the  Union  at  large.  Further,  to  have  been  at  any  time 
reUeved  in  the  house  of  industry  or  mendicity  has  been  considered  as 
necessarily  consigning  the  pauper  to  that  list.  Cases  such  as  these  have, 
under  various  forms,  been  discussed  by  the  Board,  and  the  one  legal  test, 
namely,  that  of  ordinary  residence,  being  overruled  by  the  majority,  the 
pauper  has  been  made  chargeable  to  the  Union  at  large. 

That  in  the  manner  thus  described  your  Memorialists  become  subject  to 
a  heavy  tax,  which  the  plain  and  obvious  construction  of  the  Relief  Act 
does  not  impose,  and  one  of  the  most  valuable  provisions  of  that  statute  is 
violated,  which,  by  making  electoral  divisions  separately  liable,  establislies 
the  principle  that  "  properties  should  be  charged  in  respect  of  the  pauperism 
arisin"  on  them,  and  an  interest  be  thus  created  favourable  to  the  ameliora- 
tion of  the  labouring  classes."  They  further  represent  that  considerable 
difficulty  is  experienced  in  collecting  the  rate  in  several  parts  of  the  Union, 
which  may  in  some  degree  be  attributed  to  the  prevailing  opinion  that 
rural  districts  are  improperly  charged  for  the  benefit  of  the  electoral  divi- 
sion of  Limerick;  a  discontent  and  difficulty  which  are  but  too  hkely  to 
increase  unless  some  remedy  be  applied  to  the  complaint  now  laid  before 
your  Commission. 

That  if  it  should  be  thought  the  exertions  of  the  Guardians  who  repre- 
sent the  rural  districts  at  the  Board  might  prevent  much  of  the  evil  com- 
plained of,  your  Memorialists  beg  to  remind  your  Commission  that  upon  the 
formation  of  the  Limerick  Union  twenty  Guardians  were  appointed  to  be 
returned  to  the  Board  for  the  electoral  division  of  Limerick,  comprising  the 
city  and  liberties,  and  twenty  Guardians  in  all  for  the  remaining  divisions 
of  the  Union,  thereby  constituting  a  Board  of  forty  local  Guardians,  to 
whom  are  added  thirteen  ex-officio  Guardians.  Of  the  latter,  who  have  been 
elected  this  year,  six  reside  within  the  electoral  division  of  Lmierick. 

That  the  i3oard  being  thus  constituted,  it  is  evident  that  the  Guardians 
of  the  Limerick  electoral  division  cannot  fail  to  have  a  preponderating  influ- 
ence. Not  only  in  number  are  they  equal  to  all  the  other  local  Guardians 
put  together,  but  the  position  of  the  workhouse  in  which  the  Board  assem- 


A  pp.  C,  No.  8.]    to  Electoral  Divisions.— Limerick  Union.  73 

bles  being  close  to  the  city,  where  most  of  these  Guardians  reside,  there  is 
at  all  meetings  a  considerable  attendance  from  their  body  :  on  the  other  hand, 
the  rural  Guardians,  local  and  ex-officio,  are  dispersed  over  a  large  area, 
and  several  residing  at  from  seven  to  twelve  miles  from  Limenck  are  Ire- 
quently  prevented  from  attending  the  Board.  . 

That  your  Memorialists  are  far,  very  fai-,  from  desiring  to  attribute  to  tlie 
Limerick  electoral  Guardians  any  intentional  abuse  of  the  power  they  un- 
questionably possess ;  but  they  submit  that  in  the  matter  which  forms  the 
ground  of  this  memorial,  they  have  for  the  most  part  taken  an  erroneous 
view  of  the  law:  and  your  Memorialists  have  the  greatest  reason  to  believe 
that  if  a  scrutiny  of  the  list  of  448  paupers  charged  on  the  Union  at  large 
l)e  instituted  by  competent  authority,  and  conducted  by  assessors  taking 
the  criterion  of  customary  residence  as  their  rule  in  allocating  paupers,  by 
far  the  greater  number  will  be  found  legally  chargeable  to  the  electoral 

division  of  Limerick.  .     •  .u 

Tliat  your  Memorialists  earnestly  desire  an  inquiry  into  the  correctness 
of  the  statement  they  now  lay  before  your  Commission  ;  and  on  its  bemg 
found,  as  must  be  the  case,  that  the  rural  electoral  divisions  of  the  Union 
are  illegally  charged  in  the  manner  herein  described,  they  pray  such  speedy 
relief  as  your  prudence  may  direct. 
Limerick,  October  18,  1841. 

Hugh  D.  Massy,  Chairman.  Willia^m  Gabbett. 

John  Gabbett.  James  Frost. 

Jonas  Walsh.  Patrick  Burk. 

Thomas  P.  Evans.  John  Dundon. 

Joseph  Wallplate.  George  M'Donnell. 

D,  J.  Wilson.  George  Duhy. 

Henry  Butler.  Matthew  Duhy. 

Robert  O'Brien.  Thomas  Costelloe. 

James  Gloster.  James  Shine. 

Richard  Bourke.  John  Ryan,  jun. 

George  Lloyd. 

Returti  referred  to  in  foregoing  Memorial, 

Number  of  Paupers  chargeable  to  the  several  divisions  of  the  Limerick 
Union,  to  1st  September,  1841. 

Union  at  large   .   448 

Limerick,  eastern  division    509 

Patrickswell                                                      .  11 

Crecora  .16 

Fedamore   8 

Ballybricken   3 

Cahirconlisli   14 

Kilraurry.   1 

Murroe   0 

Abington   1 

Cappainore   5 

Doon   0 

Castleconnel   7 

Killokennedy   13 

Kiltannonlea   28 

Kilseely   9 

Kilfenaghta   4 

Kileeley   23 


Total    .    .    .  .1100 
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II.— Letter  from  the  Commissioners  to  Sir  Richard  Bourke,  Guar- 
dian of  the  Limerick  Union,  in  reference  to  the  foregoing  Memorial. 

Poor  Laxo  Comviission  Office,  Dublin., 
Sin,  Q)lh  December.,  184L 

The  Poor  Law  Commissioners  have  had  under  consideration 
your  communication  addressed  to  Mr.  Hawley,  enclosing  a  memorial 
signed  by  certain  Guardians  of  the  Limerick  Union  relative  to  the 
mode  of  charging  the  maintenance  of  paupers  upon  the  Union  at  large 
in  certain  cases. 

With  regard  to  the  natui-e  of  the  residence  to  which  chargeahility 
attaches,  or  which  carries  with  it  a  preference,  in  certain  cases,  of  one 
applicant  over  another,  the  Commissioners  desire  to  otserve,  in  the  first 
place  generally,  that  in  the  register  of  persons  admitted  into  the  work- 
house, prescribed  to  be  kept  in  pursuance  of  the  42nd  section  of  the 
Irish  Poor  Relief  Act,  one  column  is  headed  "  Townland  in  which 
resident,"  (see  Schedule  1  appended  to  the  Act.)  The  fact  of  the  Act 
requiring  so  small  a  subdivision  as  a  townland  to  be  specified  as  the 
place  of  residence  imphes,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Commissioners,  some- 
thing more  than  the  mere  casual  sojourn  of  a  passing  mendicant,  and 
to  indicate  by  residence  something  that  is  habitual,  and,  as  such, 
capable  of  being  ascertained  by  inquiry  in  the  townland;  and  this  con- 
struction of  the  Act  harmonizes  with  the  principle  on  which  electoral 
divisions  were  made  separately  liable,  namely,  that  properties  should  be 
charged  in  respect  of  the  pauperism  arising  in  them,  and  an  interest  be 
thus  created  favourable^  to  the  amelioration  of  the  condition  of  the 
labouring  classes. 

The  Commissioners  desire  further  to  state  that  there  is  no  specific 
number  of  years,  or  other  term,  which  constitutes  a  residence  in  an 
electoral  division.  "  To  be  resident"  in  an  electoral  division  or  a 
'  townland  means,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Commissioners,  to  inhabit 
therein,  to  dwell  or  live  there,  in  the  ordinary  acceptation  of  those 
terms.  If  it  can  be  said  of  any  applicant  for  relief  that  "  he  usually 
lives  in  such  a  townland  in  the  Union,"'  he  will  be  entitled  to  a  pre- 
ference under  the  41st  section  ;  and  the  electoral  division  comprising 
such  townland  will  be  chargeable  with  the  expense  of  his  maintenance 
in  the  workhouse  under  the  44th  section  of  the  Act.  On  the  other 
hand,  should  a  destitute  person  be  relieved  of  whom  it  is  not  possible 
to  say  that  "  he  ordinarily  inhabits  or  lives  in  such  a  townland  or 
electoral  division,"  the  Commissioners  think  that  no  place  of  residence 
can  be  stated  in  the  register,  and  that  such  pauper  must  be  charged 
upon  the  Union  at  large. 

The  Attorney  and  Solicitor-General  for  Ireland,  upon  a  case  with 
reference  to  residence  submitted  to  them  by  the  Commissioners,  after 
stating  that  the  views  of  the  Commissioners  were  correct,  give  the 
opinion  *'that  the  word  resident'  used  in  the  Act  must  be  taken  in 
its  ordinary  sense ;  and  that  in  determining  whether  the  applicant  be  a 
resident  or  not,  his  habits  of  life,  his  occupation  at  the  time  of  his 
admission  into  the  workhouse,  and  especially  his  intention  with  refer- 
ence to  his  place  of  abode  at  that  time,  ought  to  be  considered." 

The  Commissioners  desire  to  state  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Board 
of  Guardians  to  apply  these  views  to  the  particular  cases  that  come 
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before  them ;  and  the  Commissioners  have  directed  a  copy  of  this 
communication  to  be  sent  to  the  clerk  of  the  Union  for  the  information 
of  the  Board  generally. 

By  order  of  the  Board, 

Arthur  MoorEj  Chief  Clerk. 

To  Sir  Richard  Bourke,  Thomfield,  Limerick. 


in. — Letter  from  the  Commissioners  to  the  Board  of  Guardians 
of  the  Limerick  Union,  in  reference  to  the  foregoing  Memorial. 

Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin, 
Sir,  Qth  December,  184L 

The  Poor  Law  Commissioners  having  received  a  memorial  from 
certain  Guardians  of  the  Limerick  Union  relative  to  the  mode  of 
charging  the  maintenance  of  paupers  according  to  their  residence,  the 
Commissioners  desire  to  transmit  for  the  information  of  the  Board  of 
Guardians  a  copy  of  the  letter  which  they  have  sent  in  reply  to  such 
memorial. 

By  order  of  the  Board, 

Arthur  Moore,  Chief  Clerk. 

To  the  Clerk  to  the  Board  of  Guardians 
of  the  Limerick  Union. 


IV. — Further  Communication  from  certain  Guardians  for  Rural 
Divisions  of  the  Limerick  Union  to  the  Commissioners. 

Gentlemen,  Limerick,  23rd  December,  184L 

The  Poor  Law  Guardians  connected  with  the  rural  electoral 
divisions  of  the  Limerick  Union  having  met  to  consider  your  reply  to 
their  memorial  of  the  18th  October  last,  the  resolutions  herewith  en- 
closed were  unanimously  adopted. 

In  pursuance  of  the  second  of  these  resolutions,  we  have  again  to 
bring  before  you  the  subject  of  our  memorial ;  and  we  beg  leave,  in 
the  first  place,  to  state  that  in  forwarding  it  we  had  little  or  no  doubt 
of  the  correctness  of  our  construction  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Act  as  to 
the  liability  of  electoral  divisions  to  be  charged  with  their  own  poor. 
A  perusal  of  the  papers  contained  in  the  Appendix  to  your  Seventh 
Report,  with  the  opinion  of  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown,  had  fully 
satisfied  us  on  that  point.  The  object  of  our  memorial  was,  first,  to 
make  known  to  you  our  complaint;  and,  secondly,  to  obtain  an  in- 
quiry into  the  correctness  of  the  facts  we  alleged,  and,  on  their  being- 
proved,  such  interference  of  your  authority  as  should  at  least  prevent  a 
continuance  of  the  illegal  taxation  of  the  rural  districts.  Neither  of 
these  objects  has  been  obtained  by  your  reply.  No  inquiry  has  been 
ordered ;  and  the  letter  which  you  wrote,  and  desired  to  be  read  to  the 
Board,  has  produced  no  effect. 

This  state  of  things  causes  a  general  feeling  of  discontent  in  the 
rural  districts,  and  a  want  of  harmony  at  the  Board,  which  cannot  fail 
to  be  prejudicial  to  the  working  of  the  Poor  Law.    We  would  not, 
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however,  willingly  believe  that  you  are  not  disposed  to  take  some 
efficient  step  for  remedying  a  serious  grievance,  of  ihe  existence  of 
which  you  do  not  seem  to  doubt ;  and  we  believe  that  the  Relief  Act 
lias  given  your  Commission  powers  by  which  this  object  can  be  e(- 
fccted  in  more  ways  than  one.  But  we  beg  leave  more  particularly  to 
advert  to  the  I8th  section,  which  enables  the  Commissioners  to  alter 
the  divisions  of  any  Union  from  time  to  time  as  they  may  see  fit. 

We  have  shown  in  our  memorial  the  preponderating  influence  at 
the  Board  of  the  20  Guardians  returned  by  the  electoral  division  of 
Limerick,  and  the  consequent  injury  accruing  to  the  rural  districts. 
We  conceive  that,  by  acting  upon  the  section  referred  to,  and  breaking 
up  this  too  powerful  body  into  smaller  parts,  a  fair  prospect  may  be 
obtained  of  a  more  equitable  execution  of  the  Act.  Each  of  the  electoral 
divisions  of  the  Union  may  be  said  to  have  a  separate  interest ;  and  it, 
therefore,  seems  necessary  to  provide  that  no  one  division  shall  be  so 
powerful  as  to  be  able  to  consult  its  particular  advantage  to  the  pre- 
judice of  all  the  rest.  It  was  a  hazardous  experiment  in  a  Union  con- 
sisting of  11  electoral  divisions,  and  returning  in  all  40  representative 
Guardians,  to  allot  20  of  those  Guardians  to  one  electoral  division ; 
nor  was  the  constitution  of  the  Board  improved  by  the  addition  of  13 
ex-officio  members,  since  many  of  these,  as  has  been  shown  by  our 
memorial,  are  taken  from  the  electoral  division  of  Limerick.  The 
result  has  been  that  the  16  weak  divisions  are  taxed  at  the  mercy  of 
the  seventeenth.  In  proposing  to  alter  this  arrangement  we  have  the 
ordinary  rules  of  prudential  policy  and  the  proof  of  recent  experience 
at  our  side. 

We  are  not  exactly  aware  of  the  principle  upon  which  the  electoral 
divisions  of  this  Union  were  struck,  or  the  actual  number  of  Guardians 
assigned  to  them  ;  but  if  the  latter  has  been  effected,  as  is  said,  with 
reference  to  the  supposed  value  of  properly  in  the  several  divisions, 
rather  than  with  regard  to  the  area  or  population,  the  proportion  need 
not  be  disturbed,  as  the  same  number  of  Guardians  may  represent  the 
same  amount  of  property  divided  into  several  portions.  With  the 
same  reference  to  value,  the  city  of  Limerick,  within  the  new  borough 
boundaries,  may  form  one  electoral  division,  and  the  liberties  (now 
part  of  the  county  of  Limerick)  be  separated  into  two  or  more  divisions, 
with  such  share  of  the  20  Guardians  as  may  be  proper  for  each,  care 
being  taken  that  no  division  shall  return  such  number  of  Guardians  as 
to  obtain  a  preponderating  influence  at  the  Board.  An  arrangement 
of  this  sort  it  is  in  your  power  to  make,  and  we  submit  it  offers  a  fair 
chance  of  placing  the  government  of  the  Union  on  a  better  footing.  If 
it  should  not  be  acted  upon  until  the  next  election  of  Guardians,  we 
trust  that  you  will  in  the  mean  time  adopt  those  other  measures  which 
the  law  provides  for  protecting  the  rural  districts  from  wrong. 

We  beg  to  assure  you,  Gentlemen,  that  we  have  no  particular  pre- 
dilection for  the  arrangement  we  have  here  proposed,  nor  any  other 
wish  than  to  save  ourselves  and  the  rural  districts  we  represent  from 
illegal  taxation.  We  shall  be  fully  contented  if  this  object  is  effected 
by  any  other  means,  and  be  glad  to  obtain  it  as  a  boon  from  your  hands, 
rather  than  by  an  application  to  the  Legislature,  preceded  by  the 
agitation  of  public  meetings.  If  any  application  to  Parliament  be 
necessary,  we  had  rather  it  proceeded  from  your  Commission. 
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Since  the  presentation  of  our  memorial  the  first  audit  of  this  Union 
has  been  made ;  and  it  appears  that  during  a  period  of  about  four 
months  and  a-half  the  sum  of  756/.  145.  lOd.  has  been  expended  for 
the  maintenance  of  paupers  charged  to  the  Union  at  large,  of  whom 
by  far  the  greater  number  ought  in  our  opinion  to  have  been  registered 
to  the  electoral  division  of  Limerick.  And  here  we  would  beg  leave  to 
notice  an  assertion  very  generally  made  by  those  who  advocate  a  uni- 
form rate  all  over  the  Union  without  reference  to  the  particular  pau- 
perism prevailing  in  any  division  of  it,  that  "  the  pauperism  of  the  city  of 
Limerick  has  in  a  great  degree  been  occasioned  by  the  concourse  of 
ejected  tenants  from  the  rural  districts."  So  far  is  this  from  the  fact, 
that  we  hardly  recollect  an  instance  of  such  a  cause  being  assigned  for 
destitution  by  a  city  pauper  seeking  relief. 

We  have  in  the  ibregoing  observations  confined  our  consideration  to 
the  means  of  preventing  in  future  the  illegal  taxation  of  the  rural  dis- 
tricts. We  would  again  submit  the  justice  and  expediency  of  reducing 
the  charge  now  entered  on  the  register  against  the  Union  at  large  by 
a  revision  of  the  entries  as  proposed  in  our  memorial  of  the  18th  October 
last. 

We  subjoin  a  return  of  the  number  of  paupers  charged  to  the  Union 
at  large  and  to  the  several  electoral  divisions  up  to  the  1st  inst.  You 
will  perceive  that  the  former  has  been  augmented  since  the  1st  Septem,- 
ber  last  from  448  to  480. 

We  have  the  honour,  &c. 

Richard  Bourke.  Robert  O'Brien. 

Henry  Butler.  William  Gabbett. 
D.  J.  Wilson. 

To  the  Poor  Laxo  Commissioners, 


Enclosures  in  foregoing  Letter. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Poor  Law  Guardians  connected  with  the  rural 
districts  of  the  Limerick  Union,  held  pursuant  to  public  notice  at  Quin- 
livan's  Hotel,  Limerick,  on  the  18th  December,  1841,  Lieut.-General  Sir 
Richard  Bourke,  K.C.B.,  in  the  chair,  the  following  resolutions  were 
unanimously  agreed  to : — 

Resolved, — That  we  have  received  with  much  disappointment  and  regret 
the  reply  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  dated  the  6th  inst.,  to  our 
memorial  of  the  IBlh  October  last,  in  which  reply,  notwithstanding  that 
the  Commissioners  confirm  the  construction  which  we  have  put  upon  the 
Irish  Poor  Relief  Act  in  the  matter  referred  to  them,  and  quote  the  opinion 
of  the  law  officers  of  the  Crown  in  support  of  it,  yet  they  altogether  omit 
to  notice  the  prayer  of  our  memorial,  and  to  direct  or  suggest  any  suffi- 
cient remedy  for  the  injury  sustained  by  the  rural  districts  of  the  Union 
by  reason  of  the  different  construction  given  to  the  statute  by  the  majority 
of  the  Limerick  Board  of  Guardians. 

That,  having  the  best  possible  reasons  for  knowing  that  the  reply  of  Ihe 
Commissioners,  though  communicated  as  they  desired  to  the  Board,  has 
not  induced,  and  believing  that  it  will  not  induce,  the  majority  of  that 
Board,  constituted  as  it  now  is,  to  desist  from  that  course  by  which  the 
rural  districts  are,  as  we  allege,  illegally  taxed,  and  finding  ourselves 
unable  efficiently  to  resist  this  oppression  by  reason  of  the  faulty  con- 
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stitution  given  to  the  Limerick  Board,  as  in  our  memorial  is  more  fuliv 
shown, — 

Resolved,— That  a  committee  be  now  appointed  to  make  a  further  re- 
presentation to  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  and  respectfully  to  call  upon 
them  to  frame  such  new  arrangement  for  the  electoral  divisions  of  the 
Union  under  the  powers  given  to  them  by  the  18th  section  of  the  Relief 
Act  as  shall  effectually  deJiver  the  rate-payers  of  the  rural  districts  from 
the  arbitrary  taxation  to  which  they  are  now  subjected,  and  bring  into 
operation  m  this  Union  that  most  useful  provision  of  the  statute  which 
makes  electoral  divisions  separately  hable  for  the  [poor  resident  within 
them.  ^ 

Resolved,— That  if  such  representation  to  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners 
shall  fail  of  producing  a  satisfactory  result,  the  committee  is  hereby  in- 
structed to  obtain  the  opinion  of  counsel  as  to  the  probable  termination  of 
an  application  for  relief  to  the  Queen's  Bench,  and  to  prepare,  if  necessary, 
for  the  signature  of  the  rate-payers  of  the  rural  districts,  petitions  to  both 
Houses  of  Parliament  praying  for  the  interference  of  the  Legislature,  and 
to  request  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Wellington  to  present  the  petition  to  the 
House  of  Lords,  and  the  members  foi  the  counties  of  Limerick  and  Clare 
to  present  and  support  the  petition  to  the  House  of  Commons. 

Resolved,— That  these  resolutions,  together  with  our  memorial  of  the 
18th  October  last,  and  the  Commissioners'  reply  thereto,  be  printed  for 
distribution  by  the  committee. 

.  Resolved,— That  the  following  gentlemen  be  appointed  a  committee, 
with  power  to  add  to  their  number,  to  carry  the  foregoing  resolutions  into 
effect,  three  to  be  a  quorum  :— 

Sir  Richard  Bourke.  Captain  Walsh. 

D.  J.  Wilson,  Esq.  Mr.  William  Gabbett. 

Henry  Butler,  Esq.  Mr.  Potter. 

Robert  O'Brien,  Esq. 

Richard  Bourke,  Chairman. 

Return  of  Paupers  charged  to  the  several  Electoral  Divisions  and  to  the 
Union  at  large  of  the  Limerick  Union,  on  the  1st  December,  1841. 

Union  at  large   480 

Limerick   549 

Patricliswell   18 

Crecora   8 

Fedamore   14 

Ballybricken   3 

Cahirconlish   2  7 

Kilmurry   0 

Murroe   0 

Abington   3 

Cappamore   12 

Doon   1 

Caslleconnel   16 

Killokennedy   4 

Kiltannonlea   »   41 

Kilseely   14 

Kilfenaghta     .  -   10 

Kileeley   22 

1,222 


P.  O'Connor,  Assistant  Master. 
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v.— Communication  from  Mr.  Hawley,  Assistant  Commissioner,  in 
reference  to  foregoing-  Papers. 

6th  January,  1842. 
Having  addressed  a  letter  to  Sir  R.  Bourke  and  the  other 
memorialists,  requesting  that  a  day  might  be  named  for  entering  on  the 
inquiry,  as  directed  by  the  Commissioners,  the  annexed  resolution  was 
passed  by  the  Board  of  Guardians  before  whom  the  letter  was  pro- 
duced, to  which  1  have  suggested  the  reply  appended  to  the  resolution. 

I  am  of  opinion  the  course  to  be  pursued  now  will  be  for  the 
Assistant  Commissioner  to  direct  the  clerk  of  the  Union  to  write  a 
circular  to  the  Guardians,  stating  that  the  Assistant  Commissioner 
will  attend  on  a  certain  day  to  take  the  examination  of  the  paupers,  and 
requesting  their  attendance  on  the  occasion.  The  opinion  of  the 
Commissioners  is  requested. 

W.  H.T.  Hawlky. 


Copy  of  resolution  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Limerick  Union, 
passed  at  the  meeting  of  the  Board  held  on  the  5th  January,  1842,  in 
reply  to  a  letter  addressed  to  Sir  Richard  Bourke  and  other  Guardians 
of  the  Union  by  the  Assistant  Commissioner,  stating  that  the  Com- 
missioners were  of  opinion  that,  before  they  gave  any  opinion  on  the 
subject  of  the  allocation  of  paupers  on  the  Union  at  large,  the  ex- 
amination of  certain  of  the  paupers  so  allocated  should  be  taken  by  the 
Assistant  Commissioner  in  the  presence  of  the  Board,  and  reported  to 
the  Commissioners  — 

"  Resolved, — That  inasmuch  as  this  Board  have  taken  considerable 
pains  in  investigating  the  cases  of  every  individual  pauper  admitted 
into  this  house  upon  their  admission,  with  the  view  of  allocating  (hem 
to  their  respective  districts,  a  duty  they  have  discharged  to  tlie  best  of 
their  judgment,  they  deem  any  interference  by  the  Commissioners  or 
others  now  to  investigate  the  same  with  a  view  of  ascertaining  if  the 
Board  have  discharged  their  duty  as  an  attempt  to  prove  that  the 
Board  have  acted  either  unfairly  or  partially,  and  as  highly  derogatory 
to  the  character  of  the  Board,  and  one  that  we  never  will  consent  to, 
this  being  the  particular  duty  of  the  Board,  over  which  the  Commis- 
sioners neither  have  nor  ought  to  have  any  control." 


VI. — ^Letter  from  the  Commissioners  to  the  Board  or  Guardians 

of  the  Limerick  Union. 

Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin, 
Sir,  llth  January,  1842. 

The  Poor  Law  Commissioners  have  received  from  their  Assistant 
Commissioner,  Mr.  Hawley,  a  copy  of  a  resolution  passed  by  tiie 
Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Limerick  Union  on  the  5th  instant,  in  re- 
ference to  an  inquiry  proposed  to  be  made  by  him  respecting  the  alloca- 
tion of  paupers  on  the  Union  at  large ;  and  the  Commissioners  desire 
to  state  that  in  directing  an  inquiry  into  the  cases  of  the  paupers 
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charged  to  the  Union  at  hirge,  they  had  no  intention  of  impugning 
the  motives  of  the  majority  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  who  from  time 
to  time  had  decided  on  the  allocation  of  such  paupers;  but  as  a  repre- 
sentation had  been  made  to  the  Commissioners  by  a  numerous  and 
highly  respectable  portion  of  the  Board,  that  they  had  reason  to  com- 
plain of  the  view  taken  of  the  law  by  the  majority  in  making  their 
decisions,  the  Commissioners  considered  that  they  would  not  have  been 
performing  their  duty  had  they  not  instituted  an  inquiry,  in  order  to 
satisfy  themselves  of  the  correctness  of  the  principle  by  which  the 
Board  had  been  guided  in  defining  the  term  "  resident,"  and  to  enable 
them  to  reply  to  the  communication  referred  to  above.  It  was  upon 
these  grounds,  and  not  from  any  desire  of  interfering  with  the  func- 
tions of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  that  the  Commissioners  directed  the 
Assistant  Commissioner  to  make  the  inquiry,  to  which  they  consider 
the  Board  who  have  discharged  their  duty  to  the  best  of  their  judg- 
ment cannot  reasonably  object,  and  in  which  they  still  hope  they  will 
give  the  Assistant  Commissioner  the  benefit  of  their  co-operation  and 
assistance, 

By  order  of  the  Board, 

AuTHuji  Moore,  Chief  Clerk. 
To  the  Clerk  of  the  Board  of  Guardians, 
Limerick  Union. 

VII. — Letter  from  the  Ci.erk  of  the  Guardians  of  the 
Limerick  Union  to  the  Commissioners. 

Gentlemen,  Limerick,  21th  January,  1842. 

I  AM  directed  to  forward  to  you  the  following  resolution,  passed 
at  a  meeting  of  Guardians  this  day  : — 

"  Resolved — That  we  have  received  with  great  surprise  an  order, 
stated  to  have  been  from  the  Commissioners,  requiring  us  again  '  to 
examine  into  the  cases  of  certain  of  the  paupers  now  in  the  workhouse 
charged  to  the  Union  at  large ;  and  this  order  appears  to  us  to  have 
been  the  result  of  a  correspondence  for  some  time  privately  carried  on 
with  a  portion  of  the  Guardians,  instead  of  openly  and  fairly  carried  on 
through  the  legal  and  proper  channel,  namely,  the  Guardians  generally 
assembled,  through  their  chairman,  at  the  regular  meetings  of  this 
Board, — a  proceeding,  we  conceive,  both  partial  and  highly  detrimen- 
tal to  the  harmony  and  good  feeling  which  should  subsist  between  all 
classes  of  the  Guardians,  tending  to  hold  up  one  body  of  them  against 
the  other,  being  neither  warranted  by  the  law  nor  tending  to  promote 
the  interests  of  the  establishment ;  and  inasmuch  as  this  Board  formed 
a  committee  on  the  30lh  day  of  June  last  with  a  view  of  fairly  meeting 
the  groundless  charges  of  a  portion  of  the  Guardians  for  the  purpose 
of  revising  the  registry  of  paupers,  who,  after  spending  one  entire  day 
in  this  additional  trouble  (in  presence  of  Mr.  Hawley,  who  approved 
of  our  proceeding),  resolved  'that,  having  examined  23  pages  of  the 
registry  book,  and  finding  so  few  cases  necessary  to  alter  the  registry 
of,  we  recommend  the  Board  to  allow  the  registry  to  stand  as  it  now 
is,' — ^We  therefore  now  feel  that  having  done  so,  and*  strictly  investigated 
every  case  since  their  admission  into  this  house,  each  case  being  the  sub- 
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iect  of  a  scrutiny  and  a  division  as  to  their  allocation,  we  feel  that  any 
further  examination  must  be  both  vexatious  and  annoying-,  contrary  to 
the  already  declared  resolutions  of  this  Board  long-  since  conveyed  to  the 
Commissioners,  and  as  tending  to  make  mere  ciphers  of  the  members 
of  this  Board,  thus  interfering  with  one  of  the  clearest  pomts  of 
their  undoubted  jurisdiction,  with  which  the  Commissioners  or  their 
assistants  neither  have  nor  ought  to  have  any  right  whatever  to  inter- 
fere, much  less  to  do  so  on  the  private  communications  of  any  por- 
tion of  the  Guardians  holding  separate  meetings  out  of  this  Board  ; 
and  if  the  business  of  this  Board  is  to  be  thus  from  day  to  day  pro- 
tracted by  those  repeated  irritating  discussions,  arduous  as  the  duty 
is,  it  will  be  impossible  for  the  Guardians  to  give  up  all  their  time  to 
those  vexatious  ])roceedings,  but  must  retire  therefrom,  which  we  will 
not  believe  can  be  the  object  of  the  Commissioners,  or  those  acting  in 
their  name,  by  such  a  line  of  vexatious  proceedings  towards  us." 

,  By  order  of  the  Guardians, 

John  Ryan,  Clerk. 

To  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners. 


VIII.  Letter  from  the  Commissioners  to  Sir  Richard  Bourke, 

Guardian  of  the  Limerick  Union. 

StRj  ThornfielcU  ^tli  February,  1842. 

The  Poor  Law  Commissioners  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
communication  of  the  23rd  of  December  last,  with  certain  resolutions 
passed  at  a  meeting  on  the  18th  of  the  same  month;  and  in  reply  the 
Commissioners  have  to  inform  you  that  they  directed  their  Assistant 
Commissioner,  in  charge  of  the  Limerick  Union,  to  inquire  into  the 
correctness  of  the  statements  relative  to  the  allocation  of  paupers  on 
the  Union  at  large.  In  accordance  with  these  instructions,  examina- 
tions on  oath  of  10  of  the  paupers  selected  promiscuously  from  those 
more  recently  entered  on  the  register  have  been  made  by  the  Assistant 
Commissioner;  and  on  ^a  consideration  of  the  evidence  thus  taken  the 
Commissioners  are  of  opinion  that  eight  of  the  cases  so  allocated  have 
been  improperly  charged  to  the  Union  at  large,  seven  of  these  having 
unquestionably  been  resident  in  the  Limerick  electoral  division  at 
the  time  of  their  admission  into  the  workhouse,  and  one  in  that  of 
Kileeley. 

Supposing  these  cases  to  form  an  average  criterion  of  the  inter- 
pretation given  to  the  term  "  resident"  in  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Act, 
by  the  majority  of  the  Board  which  determined  the  registry  of  these 
paupers,  the  Commissioners  consider  that  there  can  be  no  doubt  that 
an  erroneous  construction  has  been  placed  upon  the  wording  of  the  Act, 
and  that  there  are  grounds  for  the  grievance  complained  of  by  the 
memorialists. 

The  principle  by  which  the  Board  of  Guardians  seem  to  have  been 
guided  in  making  their  decision  in  these  cases  appears  to  rest  mainly 
upon  two  circumstances  :  first,  upon  the  pauper  having  been  a  weekly 
lodger ;  and,  secondly,  upon  the  pauper  having  resorted  to  mendicancy 
previously  to  entering  the  workhouse ;  but  in  either  case  the  Commis- 
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sioners  have  no  hesitation  in  stating  their  opinion  that  tlie  Guardians 
have  acted  ander  a  misconception  of  the  term  "  resident,"  for  if  a  pau- 
per returns  at  night  to  tlie  electoral  division  in  which  he  usually  dwells, 
the  fact  of  his  begging  does  not  destroy  his  residence  therein  ;  neither 
can  the  circumstance  of  his  being  a  lodger  imply  a  non-residence,  as 
the  poor  very  generally  rent  their  lodgings  from  week  to  week. 

The  Commissioners  have  no  power  to  direct  any  retrospective  pro- 
ceedings to  be  taken  in  reference  to  those  cases  ;  but  when  they  have 
drawn  the  attention  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  to  all  the  circumstances, 
and  have  pointed  out  the  error  into  which  they  have  in  this  instance 
fallen,  the  Commissioners  trust  that  a  more  correct  vievy  of  the  in- 
tentions of  the  Legislature  in  framing  the  provision  of  the  Act  by  which 
the  registering  of  paupers  is  governed  will  be  taken  by  the  Guardians, 
and  that  their  decisions  in  all  future  cases  will  be  such  as  to  satisfy  the 
memorialists,  and  to  insure  that  good  feeling  and  unanimity  amongst 
the  members  of  the  Board  which  are  so  essential  to  the  orderlv  working 
of  the  measure. 

By  order  of  the  Board, 

Arthur  Moore,  Chief  Clerk, 

To  Sir  Richard  Bourke,  K.C'.B., 
S^c.       Sfc.  Sfc. 


IX. — Communication  from  the  Commissioners  to  the  Board  of 
Guardians  of  the  Limerick  Union. 

10th  February,  1842. 
The  Poor  Law  Commissioners  have  given  due  consideration  to 
your  communication  of  the  2'7th  ult.,  and  they  have  now  to  request 
that  you  will  inform  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Limerick  Union, 
that  the  inqun-y  which  they  directed  the  Assistant  Commissioner  to 
make  into  the  cases  of  the  paupers  charged  to  the  Union  at  lar^e  with 
reference  to  the  memorial  of  certain  of  the  rural  Guardians,  has  been 
duly  proceeded  with,  and  the  evidence,  on  oath,  of  10  of  the  paupers 
so  charged,  selected  promiscuously  from  those  more  recently  entered 
on  the  register,  has  been  transmitted  to  the  Commissioners;  a  copy  of 
which  evidence  is  herewith  enclosed. 

The  names  of  the  paupers  thus  examined,  with  their  numbers  in  the 
register,  are  as  follows,  viz. — 


Name. 

1.  Catherine  Fitzpatrick 

2.  Mary  Fitzgerald  . 

3.  Timothy  Gleeson  . 

4.  Mary  Sullivan  .  . 

5.  George  Brown 

6.  Lawrence  Gallagher 

7.  Thomas  Lambert  . 
S.  Mary  Halloran 

9.  Mary  M'Inerny  . 
10.  Ellen  Butler    .  . 


Number  in  Register. 

.  2246 

.  2331 

.  2091 

.  2074 

.  1970 

.  1951 

.  1934 

.  1935 

.  1930 

.  1931 
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On  a  consideration  of  the  evidence,  the  Commissioners  are  of  opinion 
that  eight  of  the  cases  so  allocated,  viz.,  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  8,  9,  10, 
have  been  improperly  charged  to  the  Union  at  large ;  seven  of  them 
having-  been  unquestionably  i-esident  in  the  Limerick  electoral  division 
at  the  time  of  their  admission  into  the  workhouse,  and  one  (namely, 
No.  8)  in  that  of  Kileeley  ;  and  taking  these  cases  as  a  criterion  of  the 
interpretation  of  the  vv-ord  "  resident"  adopted  by  the  majority  of  the 
Board  in  registering  the  paupers  admitted  into  the  workhouse,  the 
Commissioners  are  of  opinion  that  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  an  er- 
roneous interpretation  has  been  placed  on  the  wording  of  the  Act, 
and  that  there  is  ground  for  the  grievance  complained  of  by  the  me- 
morialists. ' 

On  investigating  the  principle  by  which  the  Board  of  Guardians  ap- 
pear to  have  been  guided  in  making  their  decisions  in  these  cases,  the 
Commissioners  perceive  that  the  Guardians  mainly  rely  upon  the  fact 
of  the  paupers  having  been  weekly  lodgers,  and  upon  their  having  re- 
sorted to  mendicancy  previously  to  entering  the  workhouse. 

If  such  have  been  the  Guardians'  views,  the  Commissioners  have 
no  hesitation  in  stating  that  the  Guardians  have  acted  under  a  total 
misconception  of  the  meaning  of  the  term  "resident"  in  the  41st  and 
44th  sections  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Act,  as  the  fact  of  a  pauper  beg- 
ging and  returning  at  night  to  sleep  at  any  place  within  the  boundaries 
of  the  electoral  division  in  which  he  usually  dwells  cannot  be  said  to 
neutralize  his  residence  therein,  neither  can  the  circumstance  of  his 
being  a  lodger  by  the  week  imply  a  non-intention  of  residing,  as  the 
poor  most  generally  rent  their  lodgings  on  such  terms ;  neither  is  it 
possible  to  say  of  the  caseg  in  question  that  the  paupers  did  not  or- 
dinarily inhabit  or  live  in  the  electoral  division  in  which  they  were  re- 
sident before  they  entered  the  workhouse,  for  the  intention  to  reside 
permanently  is  clearly  manifested  in  all  the  cases. 

The  Commissioners  are  far  from  imputing  to  the  Board  of  Guardians 
any  improper  motive  for  the  irregularity  which  has  been  complained 
of,  and  consider  the  illegal  entries  which  appear  to  have  been  made  in 
the  register  to  have  originated  altogether  in  a  misconception  of  the 
wording  of  the  Act,  and  of  the  intentions  of  the  Legislature  in  framing 
the  particular  provisions  referred  to.  The  Commissioners  therefore  do 
not  require  any  retrospective  proceedings  to  be  taken  in  reference  to 
those  cases  in  which  an  improper  allocation  of  the  paupers  has  unques- 
tionably been  made,  and  of  whichcertainof  the  Guardiansjuslly  complain  j 
but  the  Commissioners  trust,  having  now  drawn  tlie  attention  of  the 
Board  of  Guardians  to  the  subject,  and  pointed  out  the  error  into 
which  they  have  inadvertently  fallen,  that  their  decisions  in  future  will 
be  guided  by  such  a  restricted  interpretation  of  the  term  "resident" 
as  the  law  requires,  and  as  will  insure  a  concurrence  of  opinion  in  all 
the  inembers  of  the  Board,  and  restore  that  good  feeling  and  that 
unanimity  of  action  which  are  so  essential  to  the  proper  working  of 
the  very  important  measure  which  the  Guardians  have  been  called 
upon  to  administer  for  the  benefit  of  their  constituents  and  the  poor. 

By  order  of  the  Board, 

r„         r  ,  Arthur  Moore,  Chief  Clerk. 

To  Mr.  John  Ryan, 

Clerk  of  the  Limerick  Unim, 
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Enclosure  in  foregoing  Letter. 

Evidence  taken  in  an  inquiry  into  the  circumstances  of  certain  paupers 
in  the  Limerick  workhouse,  charged  to  the  Union  at  large,  by  order  of  the 
Poor  Law  Commissioners,  before  me,  W.  H.  T.  Hawley,  Esq.,  Assistant 
Poor  Law  Commissioner,  this  27th  day  of  January,  1842. 

Catherine  Fitzpatrick.  I  am  a  single  woman,  and  was  admitted  into 
the  workhouse  on  the  1 2th  of  January  instant.  I  have  a  father  alive,  who 
lives  in  Mary-street,  Limerick.  He  has  lived  there  upwards  of  20  years. 
I  have  lived  there  with  him  ever  since  I  was  born,  up  to  tlie  time  when  I 
was  admitted  into  the  workhouse.  I  was  formerly  an  inmate  of  the  mendi- 
city institution.  The  way  in  which  I  have  supported  myself  lately  is  by 
knitting  socks  and  selling  them,  but  I  could  not  make  enough  by  that  em- 
ployment to  support  myself,  and  I  have  been  obliged  to  pawn  my  clothes 
and  subsist  by  begging.  I  used  to  beg  in  the  coutitry  round  Limerick,  but 
always  returned  into  Limerick  to  sleep.  The  neighbours  always  gave  me 
a  bed,  and  I  never  on  any  occasion  slept  out  of  Limerick. 

Sworn  before  me.  The  mark  of 

W.  H.  T.  Hawley.  x 

Catherine  FiTzrATRiCK. 

Mary  Fitzgerald.  I  am  a  widow,  and  was  admitted  into  the  work- 
house on  the  1 2th  of  January  instant.  My  husband  has  been  dead  upwards 
of  four  years  ;  he  lived  in  Thomond-gate,  in  the  Limerick  electoral  division. 
I  have  two  children,  who  are  now  with  me  in  the  house.  I  have  lived  in 
Limerick  all  ray  life  ;  I  was  living  in  Crag-lane,  in  the  English  Town,  for 
four  or  five  years  before  I  came  into  the  house  ;  1  was  lodging  at  the  house 
of  Edward  Hartigan,  a  cobbler  ;  I  was  a  weekly  lodger,  and  paid  3rf.  a-week 
for  a  part  of  a  room  and  bed.  I  have  lodged  at  his  house  four  years  and 
upwards.  For  the  last  two  or  three  years  I  have  subsisted  by  begging  ;  I 
only  begged  once  in  the  country  about  five  months  since  ;  I  have  begged 
constantly  at  other  times  in  the  city  of  Limerick. 

Sworn  before  me.  The  mark  of 

W.  H.  T.  Hawley.  x 

Mary  Fitzgerald. 

Timothy  Gleeson.  I  am  about  32  years  of  age,  and  am  a  single  man. 
I  was  admitted  into  the  workhouse  on  the  15th  December,  1841.  I  have 
always  lived  in  the  city  of  Limerick,  except  for  half-a-year  at  Ballybrood, 
eight  miles  from  Limerick,  about  three  years  since ;  when  I  left  that  I  re- 
turned to  Limerick,  where  I  have  lived  ever  since.  I  was  lodging  at  Mrs. 
Dwyer's,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  William-street,  for  about  three  weelcs 
before  I  came  into  the  house  ;  but  I  used  to  sleep  at  many  other  places — 
sometimes  in  stables,  sometimes  in  lofts.  I  have  frequently  slept  out  in  the 
country  at  different  farmers'  houses.  I  got  my  living  entirely  by  begging. 
I  begged  in  the  country  quite  as  much  as  in  Limerick,  I  lodged  by  the 
night  with  Mrs.  Dwyer,  and  paid  her  3d.  per  week. 

Sworn  before  me,  The  mark  of 

W.  H.  T.  Hawlky.  X 

Timothy  Gleeson. 

Mary  Sullivan.  I  am  a  widow ;  my  husband  has  been  dead  nine 
years.  I  have  one  child,  but  he  is  not  with  me  in  the  workhouse  ;  I  came 
into  the  workhouse  on  the  8th  December,  1840.  I  lived  with  Mrs.  Shannon 
in  Catherine-street,  Limerick,  one  3'ear  and  a  half  before  I  came  into  the 
■workhouse;  I  lived  with  her  as  servant;  I  left  her  three  weeks  before  I 
came  into  the  workhouse ;  for  those  three  weeks  1  was  living  in  lodgings  in 
Henry-street,  Limerick,  kept  by  Thomas  Burke;  I  was  a  weekly  lodger, 
and  paid  him  '5d.  per  week  ;  I  lived  in  the  same  house  for  four  years  before 
I  went  to  live  with  Mrs.  Shannon,  on  the  same  terms.   I  have  lived  four 
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years  in  Limerick  without  going  out  of  it  before  I  came  into  the  workhouse. 
I  lived  in  Cork  previously,  and  was  married  there.  The  reason  I  came  to 
Limerick  was,  I  had  a  brother  there,  and  intended  to  get  my  son  bound  to 
his  trade.  He  was  a  cabinet-maker  ;  but  I  found  he  was  gone,  and,  my 
clothes  being  stolen,  I  was  obliged  to  remain  in  Limerick,  otherwise  T 
should  have  returned  to  Cork.   I  have  never  begged. 

Sworn  before  me,  The  mark  of 

W.  H.  T.  Hawley.  X 

Mary  Sullivan.  ' 

George  Brown.  I  am  76  years  of  age,  and  a  widower  ;  my  children 
are  all  married.  I  was  admitted  into  the  workhouse  on  the  24th  iSovember, 
1841.  For  tlie  last  10  years  I  have  resided  constantly  in  Limerick  ;  T  was 
living  with  one  of  my  sons.  I  paid  him  no  rent.  I  used  to  get  my  living 
by  begging.  I  never  begged  in  the  city  of  Limerick,  but  always  in  the 
neighbourhood  amongst  people  who  knew  me.  I  begged  sometimes  in 
Cahirnarry,  about  three  miles  from  Limerick,  in  the  Limerick  electoral 
division,  and  when  I  begged  there  I  used  sometimes  to  sleep  there.  I  used 
to  sleep  at  Ballysheedy,  about  two  miles  from  Limerick,  when  I  begged 
there.  I  never  slept  anywhere  else,  but  always  returned  to  Limerick  to 
sleep. 

Sworn  before  me.  The  mark  of 

W.H.  T.  Hawley.  X 

George  Brown. 

Lawrence  Gallagher.  I  am  66  years  of  age.  I  am  a  married  man, 
but  my  wife  is  not  in  the  workhouse.  I  was  admitted  into  the  workhouse 
on  the  17th  November,  1841.  I  am  a  weaver  by  trade.  I  was  born  in 
Limerick,  but  I  have  been  working  at  my  trade  in  different  places,  England 
and  elsewhere,  and  came  to  Limerick  from  Dublin,  and  remained  there 
three  or  four  days,  when  I  made  an  application  to  be  admitted  into  the 
workhouse  ;  I  was  refused  admission  then,  as  there  was  no  room  for  me,  and 
I  then  went  into  the  country  to  look  for  work,  where  I  remained  in  different 
places  looking  for  work,  and  returned  at  the  end  of  three  weeks,  and  made 
another  application  for  relief,  and  was  then  admitted  into  the  workhouse. 
I  had  only  been  staying  six  days  in  Limerick  when  I  made  my  second 
application.  I  lodged  in  Barrack-street,  and  paid  6c?.  per  week  for  my 
lodging. 

Sworn  before  me,         "  The  mark  of 

W.  H.  T.  Hawley.  X 

Lawrence  Gallagher. 

Thomas  Lambert.  I  am  about  45  years  of  age  ;  by  trade  a  silk-dyer. 
I  am  a  married  man  ;  my  wife  is  in  service  in  Limerick.  I  was  admitted 
into  the  workhouse  on  the  17th  November,  1841.  I  Worked  for  25  years 
in  Limerick,  but  trade  getting  bad  I  removed  to  Dublin  about  two  years 
since,  and  worked  at  my  trade  there  for  two  years.  I  returned  to  Limerick 
about  two  or  three  days  before  I  was  admitted  into  the  workhouse,  viz.  on 
the  15th  November.  I  was  lodging  at  my  brother-in-law's  those  two  days; 
I  paid  him  no  rent.  I  have  never  begged.  I  was  born  in  Bandon.  1  came 
into  Limerick  when  I  was  19  years  of  age. 

„^worn  before  me,  Thomas  Lambert. 

W.H.  T.  Hawley. 


Mary  Halloran.   I  am  50  years  of  age,  and  am  a  widow.    My  hus 
hand,  .James  Halloran,  was  a  labouring  man.    I  have  six  children  three 
are  m  the  workhouse.    My  husband  hf'  '  ' 

mitled  into  the  workhouse  on  the  171 
into  the  house  I  was  living  at  Mee 
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I  had  been  living  there  with  my  aunt  for  one  year.  I  never  slept  in  any 
other  place  for  one  whole  year  before  I  came  info  the  workhouse.  I  did 
not  pay  my  aunt  for  living  with  her ;  I  worked  for  her  in  return  for  what 
she  ^ave  me.  I  never  begged.  I  lived  in  Cahirdavirn  before  I  went  to 
live  with  my  aunt ;  this  is  in  the  Limerick  electoral  division.  I  lived  there 
30  years.  1  was  born  in  Meelik  at  my  aunt's  house.  My  father  and  grand- 
father both  lived  at  Meelik. 

Sworn  before  me,  The  mark  of 

W.  H.  T.  Hawley,  X 

Mary  Halloran. 

Mary  M'Enerny.  I  am  55  years  of  age.  I  am  a  widow  ;  my  husband 
has  been  dead  30  years  ;  he  was  a  tailor  by  trade.  I  have  no  children  in 
the  house.  I  entered  the  house  on  the  17th  of  November,  1841.  Since 
my  last  application,  up  lo  the  time  of  my  entering  the  workhouse,  I  lived 
in  Boherbuoy,  in  the  Limerick  electoral  division,  in  the  suburbs  of  Lime- 
rick, for  eight  years ;  before  that  I  lived  in  William-street,  Limerick.  I 
was  in  lodgings  at  Boherbuoy,  but  I  paid  nothing  for  them  ;  the  woman 
who  let  me  live  there  was  an  acquaintance  of  mine.  When  I  lived  in  Wil- 
liam-street I  lived  at  the  widow  Halpin's  ;  I  was  a  servant  there.  I  was  born 
in  Shanagolden,  in  the  Rathkeale  Union,  but  I  came  into  Limerick  soon 
after  I  was  born,  and  have  mostly  resided  there  ever  since.  I  never  begged 
in  my  life. 

Sworn  before  me.  The  mark  of 

W.  H.  T.  Hawley.  X 

Mary  M'Enerny. 

Ellen  Butler.  I  am  56  years  of  age.  I  am  a  widow ;  my  husband 
has  been  dead  nearly  two  years ;  he  was  a  smith  by  trade.  I  have  four 
children,  two  of  which  are  in  the  workhouse.  I  was  admitted  into  the 
workhouse  for  the  last  time  on  the  17th  of  November,  1841  ;  I  had  pre- 
viously been  admitted  on  the  26th  of  May,  1841,  and  remained  till  the  5th  of 
July,  when  I  was  discharged.  I  had  been  in  the  Mendicity  institution  be- 
fore I  came  into  the  hoiTse  on  the  first  occasion;  previously  to  that  I  had 
been  living  in  Mungret-Iane,  in  Limerick  ;  I  had  lived  there  more  than  12 
years,  and  in  the  same  parish  14  or  15  years.  When  I  left  the  workhouse 
I  went  to  Nenagh  to  see  a  daughter  of  mine  who  Was  married  there.  I 
was  there  a  week  ;  I  did  not  go  there  with  any  intention  of  remaining  there; 
I  only  went  to  see  my  daughter,  and  returned  immediately  to  Limerick.;  on 
my  return  I  lived  again  in  Mungret-lane ;  after  that  I  went  to  see  a  son  of 
mine  at  Doneraile,  and  stayed  four  or  five  weeks,  and  returned  again  to  Mun- 
gret-lane, in  Limerick,  where  I  remained  till  I  came  into  the  workhouse  the 
second  time.  I  did  not  pay  rent  for  my  lodgings  ;  a  friend  allowed  me  to 
live  there  free.  I  worked  a  little  at  washing  and  needle-work  to  support 
myself,  and  used  to  beg  a  few  potatoes  in  the  country  when  I  was  travel- 
ling to  see  my  son  and  daughter,  but  I  never  begged  whilst  I  was  living  in 
Mungret-lane. 

Sworn  before  me,  The  mark  of 

W.  H.  T.  Hawley,  ^  x 

Ellen  Butler. 


X.  Communication  from  the  Clerk  of  the  Limerick  Union  to  Mr. 

Hawley,  Assistant  Poor  Law  Commissioner. 

Sin,  Workhouse  Office,  17 th  February,  1842. 

I  AM  further  directed  to  forward  a  copy  of  a  resolution  passed 
yesterday  by  a  majority  of  the  Board,  after  the  letter  of  the  Poor  Law 
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Commissioners  in  reply  to  the  resolution  of  the  Guardians  passed  on 
the  27th  January,  1842,  had  been  read. from  the  chair. 

I  have  the  honour,  &c. 
John  Ryan,  Clerk  of  the  Limerick  Union. 
To  W.  H.  T.  Hawleij,  Esq.,  Assistant 
Poor  Law  Commissioner. 


Enclosure  in  foregoing  Letter. 

"  Resolved,  That  this  Board  are  perfectly  convinced  (notwithstanding  the 
opinion  of  the  Commissioners  to  the  contrary)  that  they  have,  in  the  allo- 
cation of  paupers,  strictly  confined  themselves  to  the  spirit  of  the  Poor 
Law  Act,  and  that  the  word  residence  has  been  on  all  occasions  inter- 
preted agreeably  to  its  usual  acceptation  by  the  majority  of  this  Board." 

\&th  February,  1842. 


No.  9. 

DESERTION     a  WIFE  by  her  HUSBAND,  and  his  Liabilitv 
TO  MAINTAIN  Her  :  Case  Submitted  to  the  Attorney- General  for 
Ireland;  with  his  Opinion  thereon. 

Case. 

By  the  59th  section  of  the  1st  and  2nd  Vic.  c.  56,  it  is  enacted 
"  That  if  any  person  shall  desert  and  leave  his  wife,  or  any  child  whom 
such  person  shall  be  liable  to  maintain,  so  that  such  wife  or  child  shall 
become  destitute,  and  be  relieved  in  the  workhouse  of  any  Union,  every 
such  person  shall,  on  conviction  thereof  before  any  justice  of  the  peace 
at  petty  sessions,  in  open  court,  either  by  the  confession  of  the  oflender, 
or  by  the  evidence  of  one  or  more  credible  witness  or  witnes-ses,  be 
committed  to  the  common  gaol  or  house  of  correction,  there  to  be  kept 
to  hard  labour  for  any  term  not  exceeding  three  calendar  months." 

In  more  than  one  case  where  a  man  has  been  charged  under  this 
section  with  having  deserted  his  wife,  he  has  admitted  the  desertion, 
but  pleaded  acts  of  adultery,  on  her  part,  as  exonerating  him  from  the 
liability  to  maintain  her. 

Your  opinion  is  requested,  whether  the  fact  of  adultery  being 
substantiated  against  the  wife,  before  any  justice  of  the 
peace  at  petty  sessions,  exonerates  the  husband  from  the 
obligation  of  maintaining  her;  also  whether  it  is  incum- 
bent upon  the  justices  at  petty  sessions,  when  applied  to 
under  the  section  above  recited,  to  take  evidence  as  (o  the 
fact  of  adultery  alleged  by  the  husband ;  or  may  they  re- 
fuse to  entertain  the  allegation  except  where  the  fact  has 
been  proved  before  some  other  tribunal  ? 

Your  opinion  is  also  requested  as  to  the  evidence  upon  which, 
in  similar  proceedings,  the  marriage  of  the  parties  is  to  be 
established  ;  whether  the  evidence  of  the  woman  is  admis- 
sible in  support  of  the  charge,  or  whether  the  Board  of 
Guardians  are  bound  to  prove,  by  other  evidence,  that  the 
man  has  been  married  to  the  woman  who  is  reputed  to  be 
his  wife,  and  whom  they  charge  him  with  having  deserted. 

h2 
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These  'points  have  been  recently  brought  under  the  consideration  o\ 
the  Commissioners,  in  a  letter,  of  which  a  copy  is  subjoined  for  your 
further  information. 

"  Sir,  "  Oaklands,  Clonmel.,  bth  February,  1842.  ' 

"  I  HAVE  been  requested  by  the  magistrates  sitting  at  petty 
sessions  at  Clonmel  to  address  you  on  two  cases  which  came  before 
them  from  the  workhouse. 

"  A  man  was  charged  with  deserting  his  wife,  and  leaving  her 
chargeable  to  the  Union.  The  facts  were  not  denied ;  but  the  man 
pleaded  acts  of  adultery  by  the  wife,  and  the  bench  was  doubtful  whe- 
ther they  could  take  cognizance  of  such  a  plea.  It  was  alleged  that 
the  Poor  Law  Act  did  not  go  beyond  the  common  law  of  the  land,  which 
releases  a  man  from  supporting  his  wife  under  like  circumstances.  It 
is  a  defence  easily  set  up,  and  petty  sessions  a  very  unsuitable  court  to 
go  into  it.  The  magistrates  will  be  glad  to  have  some  information  on 
the  subject  for  their  guidance  hereafter.  On  the  occasion  alluded  to, 
the  man  could  only  establish  bad  conduct  and  suspicious  circumstances, 
which  the  wife  retaliated  upon  himself. 

"  The  second  point  is,  whether  the  workhouse  officers  are  bound  to 
give  proof  of  the  marriage  of  the  parties  ?  This  would  often  be  very 
difficult.  In  a  recent  case,  the  woman  produced  a  marriage  certificate  ; 
the  man  pleaded  that  the  woman  had  got  from  him  a  genuine  certifi- 
cate, but  that  the  party  alluded  to  was  in  England ;  and  there  was 
reason  to  believe  that  the  certificate  had  been  used  by  the  man  and 
woman  to  make  others  believe  they  were  married. 

«  (Signed)  P.  Phipps,  J.  P." 

Opinion. 

The  53rd  section  enacts  that  every  husband  shall  be  liable  to  main- 
tain his  wife,  and  shall  be  so  for  the  purposes  of  this  Act.  I  therefore 
think  that  a  husband  cannot  set  up  any  justification  of  his  desertion  of 
her,  when  he  is  sued  or  proceeded  against  by  virtue  of  any  clause  in 
this  statute.  I  think  evidence  that  a  man  and  woman  lived  together, 
and  were  reputed  to  be  man  and  wife,  is  admissible  to  prove  them 

legally  married.  ,   . ,  ,  .  , 

The  King  v.  Flinton,  1  Ad.  and  E.  227,  was  decided  in  the  absence 
of  liability  at  common  law ;  but  here,  for  all  the  purposes  of  the  Act, 
liability  exists,  even  though  there  was  an  end  of  it  at  common  law. 

F.  Blackburne. 
22  Feb.,  1842. 


No.  10. 

RELIEF  IN  THE  Workhouse  to  a  MAN  and  his  CHILDREN, 
WITHOUT  HIS  Wife  ;  and  He  being  possessed  of  Property.— 
Letter  TO  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Balrotheuy  Union. 

Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin, 
2nd  July,  1841. 
The  Commissioners  have  observed  that,  at  the  meeting  ot  tlie 
Board  of  Guardians  of  Balrothery  Union  on  the  28th  ultimo,  it  was 
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resolved  to  admit  a  man  and  his  four  children  into  the  workhouse,  who 
has  a  house  and  garden  at  Swords,  and  also  a  wife  livuig-  there,  without 
requiriu"-  his  wife  to  enter  the  workhouse  with  hun  and  the  children, 
and  without,  as  it  appears,  taking  duly  into  consideration  the  property 
of  which  the  applicant  was  stated  to  be  possessed.  The  Commissioners 
desire  to  direct  the  serious  attention  of  the  Board  to  the  evils  that  must 
ensue  if  the  oreat  principle  of  affording  relief  only  to  persons  m  a  state 
of  destitution  be  not  closely  adhered  to.  A  man  in  the  possession  of  a 
house  and  garden  cannot  be  said  to  be  destitute,  although  he  may  be  in 
indio-ent  circumstances  ;  and  when  to  this  it  is  added  that  he  has  a  wife, 
of  all  of  whose  means  he  is  by  law  entitled  to  avail  himself,  the  Com- 
missioners cannot  avoid  concluding  that,  in  this  case,  the  sound  prin- 
ciple has  been  departed  from. 

The  Commissioners  deem  it  to  be  of  great  importance  that  the  hrst 
case  of  this  kind  that  they  have  been  apprised  of  should  be  specially 
noticed,  inasmuch  as  they  know  by  experience  the  effect  that  a  single 
decision  of  a  Board  of  Guardians,  in  giving  or  withdrawing  relief,  has 
upon  the  number  and  nature  of  the  apphcations  which  will  be  subse- 
quently made  ;  and  it  appears  to  the  Commissioners,  judging  from  the 
information  conveyed  by  the  minute,  that  the  reversal  of  a  sound  de- 
cision formerly  made  in  this  case,  and  under  consideration,  will  not 
only,  as  a  bad  precedent,  involve  the  Board  of  Guardians  in  great  diffi- 
culties in  their  future  deliberations,  but  will  lead  to  multiplied  applica- 
tions for  relief  from  persons  in  circumstances  which  the  law  does  not 
contemplate  as  coming  within  the  meaning  of  the  term  "  destitute.'* 
It  must  also  tend  to  subvert  that  mutual  dependence  and  that  identity 
of  interest  between  husband  and  wife,  and  parent  and  child,  which  are 
inculcated  and  enforced  alike  by  religion,  morality,  and  law. 

By  order  of  the  Board, 

Arthur  Moore,  ChieJ  Qlerk. 

To  the  Clerk  to  the  Guardians  of  the 
Balrothery  Union. 


No.  11. 

RELIGIOUS  CREED  or  CHILDREN  in  the  WORKHOUSE. 

I. — Letter  from  the  Chai>lain  of  the  [Established  Church  for 
the  South  Dublin  Union  Workhouse  to  Richard  Hall,  Esq., 
Assistant  Poor  Law  Commissioner. 

Sir,  20,  Mount  Pelier  Hill,  lOih  August,  1841. 

The  responsibilities  which  devolve  upon  me  as  Protestant 
Chaplain  to  the  South  Dublin  Union  Poorhouse  will,  I  trust,  justify 
ine  in  earnestly  soliciting  your  attention  to  the  following  resolution, 
adopted  by  the  Board  of  Guardians  on  last  Thursday  : — 
Moved  by  Mr.  O'Dwyer,  seconded  by  Mr.  Gaven, 

"Resolved — That  Edward,  John,  and  Arthur  Murray  be 
allowed  to  carry  their  desire  into  effect,  and  be  transferred 
from  the  care  of  the  Protestant  to  the  Roman  Catholic 
chaplain,  and  that  the  registry  be  altered  accordingly," 
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This  resolution  appears  to  me  most  arbilrary.  I  am  not  aware  that 
the  Poor  Law  Act  empowers  the  Board  of  Guardians  to  transfer  Pro 
testant  children  to  the  Roman  Catholic  chaplain  ;  nor  is  this  resolution 
the  first  of  the  kind.  There  are  now  several  children  who  were  so 
transferred,  in  attendance  upon  Roman  Catholic  instruction,  notwith- 
standing- remonstrances  which  have  been  made  by  me.  To  you  there- 
fore, in  the  name  and  on  the  behalf  of  the  Protestant  children,  I  appeal 
for  protection,  as  the  necessary  consequence  of  the  arbitrary  proceed- 
ings of  the  Board  of  Guardians  would  be  (which  the  history  of  the 
poorhouse  for  the  last  twelve  months  fully  proves)  that  all  the  Pro- 
testant children  should  be  brought  up  Roman  Catholics. 

I  have  also  to  complain  of  an  interference  by  the  Board  with  my 
duties  as  chaplain.  They  have  appointed  a  person  as  religious  instruct- 
ress of  the  Protestant  children,  without  having  in  any  degree  con- 
sulted me  as  to  her  qualifications,  and  one  whom  I  have  reason  to  think 
unsuited  to  her  situation. 

I  have  the  honour,  &c., 
To  Richard  Hall,  Esq.  Thomas  Kingston. 


II. — Letter  from  the  Commissioners  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Board 
of  Guardians  of  the  South  Dublin  Union. 

Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin^ 
Sir,  25th  August,  1841. 

The  attention  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  having  been 
directed  to  certain  proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  South 
Dublin  Union,  relative  to  the  religious  profession  of  children  of  various 
ages,  from  14  years  downwards,  and  the  Protestant  chaplain  having 
addressed  a  letter  to  the  Commissioners,  appealing  to  them  against 
the  decision  of  the  Board  in  the  case  of  three  boys  of  the  name  of 
Murray,  stated  to  be  of  the  respective  years  of  9,  10,  and  14  years, 
whom,  having  at  the  desire  of  their  father  been  registered  as  Protest- 
ants, the  Board  have  permitted  to  absent  themselves  from  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  Protestant  teacher,  and  from  attendance  on  the  Protestant 
service,  and  have  directed  that  they  should  be  enrolled  as  Roman  Ca- 
tholics ;  the  Commissioners  felt  it  incumbent  upon  them  to  commu- 
nicate to  the  Board  of  Guardians,  through  you,  their  opinion  as  to  the 
course  which  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Act  has  pointed  out  to  be  followed 
with  reference  to  this  important  subject.    The  Commissioners  have 
always  considered  it  a  most  important  part  of  their  duty  to  make  pro- 
vision for  the  religious  instruction,  as  well  as  for  the  moral  and  in- 
dustrial education,  of  the  children  received  into  the  workhouses,  and 
they  have  directed  the  appointment  of  schoolmasters  and  schoolmis- 
tresses, and  have  framed  regulations  for  the  guidance  of  those  officers, 
and  for  the  support  of  their  authority ;  and  it  belongs  to  the  Guardians, 
in  the  excercise  of  their  appropriate  functions,  to  enforce  obedience  to 
these  regulations.    It  is  evident  that  the  49th  section  of  the  Irish  Poor 
Relief  Act  presupposes  such  a  course  of  proceeding  on  the  part  of  the 
Commissioners,  otherwise  its  restrictive  provision  "  That  no  order  of 
the  Commissioners,  nor  any  bye-law,  shall  authorize  the  education  of 
any  child  in  a  workhouse  in  any  religious  creed  other  than  that  pro- 
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fessed  by  the  parents  or  surviving  parent  of  such  child,  and  to  which 
sucl;  parents  or  parent  shall  object,  or,  in  the  case  of  an  orphan,  to 
whi(h  the  guardian  or  guardians,  godfather  or  godmother  of  such 
orphai,  shall  object"  would  be  useless  and  nugatory  if  the  Commission- 
ers had  no  power  to  authorize  and  provide  for  the  education  of  a  pauper 
child  in  any  creed  at  all.  It  therefore  cannot  be  denied  that  the  Com- 
missioners are  empowered  and  required  to  authorize  and  enforce  the 
relio-ious  and  secular  education  of  children  in  the  workhouses,  by  all 
such  means  as  are  usually  found  requisite  or  desirable  in  conducting 
the  education  of  children,  provided  only  that  they  do  not  attempt  to 
violate  the  enactment  before  recited,  and  do  not  permit  it  to  be  violated 
by  others.  Accordingly,  the  Commissioners,  in  the  discharge  of  this 
duty,  have,  among  other  things,  made  it  a  part  of  the  workhouse  dis- 
cipline that  "the  boys  and  girls  shall,  for  three  of  the  working  hours 
at  least  every  day,  be  instructed  in  reading,  writing,  and  the  principles 
of  the  Christian  religion"  (see  Rules  for  Government  of  Workhouses, 
Article  XVII.)  and  as  it  is  incumbent  on  the  teachers  to  communi- 
cate such  instruction,  so  it  is  imperative  upon  the  children  to  attend  to 
and  receive  it. 

It  was  perhaps  to  be  expected  that  a  question  might  arise  as  to  the 
mode  in  which  the  religious  instruction  should  be  communicated  to 
the  children,  and  this  question  the  Legislature  has  attempted  to  deter- 
mine in  the  49th  section  of  the  Act  above  cited,  by  referring  it,  not  to 
the  inchnations  of  the  children  themselves,  but  to  the  desire  of  their 
parents,  or  of  those  who,  in  the  case  of  orphans,  stand  towards  them 
in  the  relation  of  parents,  that  is,  their  guardians  or  sponsors.  A 
parent  is  responsible  for  the  religious  creed  of  his  child  :  it  is  his 
right,  as  it  is  his  duty,  to  exercise  parental  authority  over  his  child,  in 
order  to  form  and  confirm  his  religious  faith  and  opinions ;  and  in  the 
case  of  pauper  children,  the  Legislature  offers  to  the  parent,  as  his  due, 
the  assurance  that,  when  his  child  is  removed  from  his  immediate 
presence  and  control,  care  shall  be  taken  to  preserve  the  religions  im- 
pressions which  may  have  been  produced  upon  the  child's  mind,  and 
to  secure  his  adherence  to  that  mode  of  faith  and  worship  which  the 
parent  has  professed  and  inculcated  :  were  this  not  done,  a  conscien- 
tious parent,  reduced  to  a  state  of  destitution,  would  not  apply  for  or 
accept  relief  in  a  workhouse,  where  an  influence  counteracting  his 
own  might  in  this  matter  be  exercised  on  the  susceptible  mind  of  his 
child. 

It  has  been  observed  that  the  Legislature  has  not  left  the  question 
of  religious  profession  to  be  determined  by  the  children  for  themselves. 
No  parent  or  guardian,  attaching  due  importance  to  religion,  would 
leave  his  child  or  ward,  without  guidance,  to  choose  a  religion  for 
himself ;  and  it  is  the  evident  intention  of  the  Legislature  to  give  parents 
and  guardians  the  same  control  over  the  religious  opinions  of  their 
children  or  wards  in  the  workhouse  as  they  would  have  under  any  other 
circumstances. 

This  is  also  in  conformity  with  the  dictates  of  reason,  for  it  would 
be  irrational  to  treat  the  temporary  inclinations  of  an  uninformed 
child,  arising,  perhaps,  out  of  a  childish  preference  for  the  person  by 
whom,  or  the  place  or  time  at  which,  the  instruction  which  he  pro- 
fesses himself  willing  to  receive  is  given,  as  if  it  were  the  deliberate  and 
*  Aiiuual  Report,  1840.    Appendix  C,  No.  3. 
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conscientious  conviction  of  a  mind  competent  to  judge  rightly  on  so 
momentous  a  question. 

This  then  appears  to  be  the  intention  of  the  Legislature,  tha:  the 
destitute  children  in  the  workhouses  shall  be  religiously  educated;  that 
their  parents,  guardians,  or  sponsors  are  to  decide  for  them,  and  not 
they  for  themselves,  the  creed  which  they  shall  be  taught  ;  and  that 
the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  and  the  Board  of  Guardians  shall  take 
care  that  they  are  taught  that  creed,  and  no  other. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  Commissioners  to  discharge  their  obligation  to 
both  children  and  parents,  by  framing  and  enforcing  such  rules  and 
regulations  as  may  best  secure  the  objects  of  the  Legislature  ;  and  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  to  co-operate  with  the  Commis- 
sioners in  following  out  the  intentions  of  the  Legislature,  by  scrupu- 
lously complying  with  the  desires  of  the  parents,  either  expressed,  if 
they  or  either  of  them  be  living  and  present,  or,  if  they  be  dead  or 
absent,  inferred  from  the  fact  of  their  having  themselves  professed  and 
initiated  their  children  in  the  doctrines  of  a  particular  church:  to 
which  end  the  Board  of  Guardians  should  assume  and  exercise  the 
functions  of  a  parent  towards  all  children  of  tender  years,  or,  in  other 
words,  all  whom  the  law  would  not  consider  to  have  arrived  at  years 
of  discretion  and  to  be  independent  of  parental  control  in^other  matters. 

In  framing  the  registries  and  forms  to  be  used  on  the  admission  of 
paupers  into  the  workhouse,  the  Commissioners  considered  that  a  pro- 
fession of  religion  ought  to  be  made  by  every  paupei',  in  order  that  the 
free  and  unrestricted  observance  of  its  rites  and  ordinances  may  be 
secured  to  him  ;  on  the  other  hand,  it  has  been  provided  that  no  appli- 
cant for  admission  into  the  workhouse  shall  be  required  to  state  his 
religious  denomination  until  after  the  Board's  decision  on  his  appli- 
cation has  been  given  and  made  known  to  him.  This  has  been  so 
regulated  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  any  suspicion  or  imputation 
that  admission  can  be  procured  more  easily  by  destitute  persons  of  one 
religious  denomination  than  by  those  of  another. 

As  soon  as  it  is  determined  in  the  case  of  an  applicant  that  he  shall 
be  received  into  the  workhouse,  he  is  called  upon  to  declare  his  religion, 
and  his  declaration  is  then  recorded  in  the  register.  The  greatest  care 
should  be  taken  to  guard  against  an  untrue  entry  under  this  head;  but 
when  once  made,  the  register  should  not  be  altered  without  the  most 
complete  proof  that  the  entry  is  erroneous,  or,  in  the  case  of  an  adult, 
without  a  declaration  on  his  part,  as  public  as  that  which  he  made  on 
coming  into  the  workhouse,  that  he  wishes  to  adopt  another  form  of 
religion  than  that  which  he  then  professed.  Such  a  declaration  in  such 
a  case  is  enough  ;  the  individual,  being  of  mature  years  and  judgment,  is 
solely  responsible  for  his  acts  and  creed,  and  the  law  allows  him  the 
right  to  decide  for  himself. 

But  the  case  of  a  child  expressing  a  wish  to  change  his  religion  is 
widely  different  :  the  principle  of  parental  responsibility,  the  ordinary 
rules  of  conduct,  as  well  as  the  spirit  and  letter  of  the  law,  may  all  be 
violated  by  complying  with  such  a  wish ;  and  while  children  may  thus 
be  led  to  suppose  that  a  religious  profession  is  an  affair  of  no  moment, 
that  it  may  be  lightly  made  and  capriciously  renounced,  ercourage- 
ment  may  be  held  out  to  persons  having  opportunities  and  influence 
to  carry  on  that  very  system  of  proselytism  which  it  is  the  obvious  in- 
tention of  the  Act  of  Parliament  to  prevent, 
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It  is  the  frequency  in  the  South  Dublin  workhouse  of  cases  of  children 
expressing  a  wish  to  change  their  religious  denomination  that  has  called 
for  this  communication  to  you.  It  is  hoped  that  an  exposition  of  the 
view  taken  by  the  Commissioners,  of  the  law  and  the  principles 
on  which  the  law  is  based,  may  lead  to  a  correct  decision  upon  such 
cases. 

It  appears  to  the  Commissioners  that  in  a  recent  case,  as  recorded 
in  your  Minutes,  the  true  principles  and  the  enactments  of  the  law 
were  departed  from,  and  that  your  Board  determined,  after  partial 
inquiry  confined  to  the  children  themselves,  that  the  mere  wish  of  a 
child  only  9  or  10  years  old  should  countervail  the  entry  in  the  re- 
gister, the  express  desire  of  his  surviving  parent,  as  well  as  the  fact 
of  the  child's  having  previously  and  up  to  the  time  of  the  inquiry  been 
instructed  in  the  mode  of  religion  which  he  then  came  forward  to 
disclaim,  and  to  which  his  surviving  parent  had  enjoined  him  to 
adhere.  Such  a  decision  on  the  part  of  your  Board,  taken  in  con- 
junction with  the  number  of  the  cases  to  which  it  applies,  cannot  but 
subject  those  concerned  in  the  management  of  the  workhouse  to  the 
suspicion  or  charge  of  furthering  proselytism,  under  the  plea  of  main- 
taining unlimited  freedom  of  conscience. 

The  Commissioners  consider  it  to  be  their  duty  to  impress  upon  you 
the  importance  of  removing  all  ground  for  such  an  imputation.  The 
first  step  to  be  taken  appears  to  them  to  be  a  searching  inquiry  into 
the  state  of  the  workhouse  schools,  especially  into  the  manner  in 
which  religious  instruction  is  conveyed  to  the  children  of  the  several 
denominations.  It  is  possible,  as  all  must  be  aware,  to  bring  an  in- 
direct influence  to  bear  upon  the  children,  without  directly  assailing 
their  religious  opinions:  this  may  easily  be  done  where  children  of 
one  denomination  are  allowed  to  be  present  while  the  other  children 
are  receiving  instruction  in  their  own  peouliar^formularies  and  doctrines ; 
and  even  where  the  separation  is,  as  it  ought  to  be,  strictly  enforced  at 
all  such  times,  the  very  act  of  separating  the  children  may  be  so  per- 
formed as  to  imply  a  kind  of  stigma  or  degradation,  which,  with  most 
youthful  minds,  would  be  of  all  things  the  most  influential. 

It  is  also  most  essential  that  proper  persons  should  be  appointed  to 
instruct  the  children  in  their  respective  creeds;  on  this  point  the 
opinions  of  your  cliaplains,  upon  whom  devolves  the  duty  of  periodically 
examining  into  the  religious  proficiency  of  the  children,  should  be 
attended  to.  An  incompetent  teacher,  or  one  who  cannot  secure  the 
respect  and  conciliate  the  good  will  of  the  pupils,  may  alienate  their 
minds  from  the  instruction  held  out  to  them,  and  dispose  them  to 
turn  to  the  teaching  of  others  more  calculated  to  engage  their  atten- 
tion and  gain  their  confidence. 

The  Commissioners  are  desirous  of  submitting  the  foregoino-  con- 
siderations to  your  Board,  in  the  hope  of  giving  right  direction  to  pro- 
ceeduigs  which  may  prove  beneficial  or  detrimental  to  the  institution 
placed  under  your  management  according  to  the  spirit  in  which  thev 
are  conducted.  ^ 

By  order  of  the  Board, 

Arthur  Moore,  Chief  Clcr/i. 
To  the  Chairman  to  tlie  Board  of  Guardians^ 
South  Dublin  Union. 


94 


Religious  Instruction  of  Foundlings,  ^c.    [8th  Rep. 


III. — ^Letter  from  the  Commissioners  to  the  Chaplain  of  the 
Established  Church  for  the  South  Dublin  Union  Workhouse. 

Poor  Law  Commission  Office^  Dublin^ 
Sir,  bth  August^  1841. 

The  Poor  Law  Commissioners  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  10th  instant,  addressed  to  Mr.  Hall,  Assistant  Commis- 
sioner, relative  to  the  religious  instruction  of  paupers  in  the  South 
Dublin  Union  Workhouse,  and  in  reference  thereto  they  desire  to 
forward  to  you  the  enclosed  copy  of  a  letter  which  they  have  addressed 
to  the  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  on  the  subject. 

By  order  of  the  Board, 

Arthur  Moore,  Chief  Clerk. 

To  the  Rev.  Thomas  Kingston, 
8fc.  8fC. 


IV. — Case  submitted  to  the  Attorney-General  for  Ireland,  as  to 
the  Keligious  Education  of  Foundlings  and  deserted  Children  ; 
with  his  Opinion  thereon. 

Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin, 
Sir,  3rd  January,  1842. 

I  am  directed  by  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  to  transmit  to  you 
a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Clerk  of  the  Celbridge  Union,  as  to  the 
religion  in  which  deserted  children  should  be  instructed ;  and  with 
reference  thereto,  the  Commissioners  desire  to  stale  that  the  case  arises 
under  the  49th  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Act  (of  which  a  copy 
is  enclosed),  and  that  it  must  be  considered  a  case  in  which  the  relignon 
of  the  child's  parents  or  guardians  or  sponsors  cannot  be  ascertained, 
and  in  which  the  Guardians  know  of  no  one  competent  to  object  to  the 
child's  being  educated  in  the  workhouse  in  any  religious  creed. 

The  Commissioners  request  your  opinion  whether  the  Guardians  are 
under  any  legal  obligations  to  cause  the  child  to  be  educated  in  the  re- 
ligious creed  of  any  particular  denomination,  and  in  which  way  the  Com- 
missioners ought  to  director  advise  Boards  of  Guardians  in  similar  cases. 

I  have,  &c. 

Arthur  Moore,  Chief  Clerk. 
To  the  Right  Hon,  Francis  Blackburne,  Attorney -General^ 
8fc.  8fc.  §-c. 

Enclosure  in  foregoing'Letter. 
Gentlemen,  Celbridge,  November  2b,  1841. 

I  AM  directed  by  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  Celbridge  Union  to 
inform  you  that  a  deserted  child,  aged  2  years,  having  been  received  into  the 
workhouse  on  Wednesday,  lOlh  day  of  November,  1841,  and  the  Board 
of  Guardians  having  no 'evidence  before  them  to  satisfy  them  as  to  the 
religion  of  the  parents,  and  there  being  no  provision  in  the  Poor  Relief 
Act  relating  to  such  cases,  in  regard  to  the  religion  of  a  child,  it  was  re- 
solved that  the  Commissioners  be  requested  to  take  the  opinion  of  tlie  law 
officers  of  the  Crown  on  the  above  case  for  the  guidance  of  this  Board,  as 
many  cases  of  a  similar  nature  are  likely  to  occur. 

I  have,  &c. 
Henry  HoLBROOK,  Clerk  of  the  Utiion. 
To  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  Dublin. 
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Opinion  of  the  Attorney-General  on  the  foregoing  Case. 

I  AM  of  opinion  that  the  Guardians  ought,  in  such  a  case  as  this, 
cause  the  child  to  be  educated  in  the  religious  creed  of  Protestantism, 
the  religion  of  the  State. 

Jajiuanj  5,  1842.  F.  Blackburne. 

No.  12. 

SALARIES  ofRoman  Catholic  CHAPLAINS  of  WORKHOUSES 
IN  Ireland — Correspondence  with  the  Roman  Catholic 
Bishops  thereon. 

I. — Letter  fromDR.  CROLLY,Roman  Catholic  Archbishop  of  Armagh, 
on  behalf  of  a  Meeting  of  Prelates,  to  the  Poor  Law  Commis'- 
sioners. 

Sir,  Marlborough  Presbijtery,  November  12,  1841. 

The  Roman  Catholic  prelates  now  assembled  in  Dublin,  being- 
impressed  with  the  conviction  that  some  uniform  plan  as  to  the  appoint- 
ment and  salary  of  the  chaplains  to  poorhouses  would  contribute  much 
to  promote  harmony,  and  prevent  dissension  in  the  different  localities 
where  the  workhouses  are  situate,  beg  leave  respectfully  to  submit  the 
following  points  to  the  Commissioners  for  their  approval: — 

1st.  That,  as  the  bishops,  in  recommending  chaplains,  will  in  mo.st 
instances  select  the  pastors  of  the  parish  in  which  the  workhouses  are 
situated,  such  pastors  be  permitted  to  associate  with  them  their  own 
curates  in  the  discharge  of  the  various  duties  which  will  devolve  on 
the  chaplain. 

2ndly.  These  duties  are  so  numerous,  so  important,  and  so  very 
onerous,  that,  in  most  parishes  where  workhouses  are,  an  additional 
clergyman  will  be  absolutely  necessary.  The  inmates  of  a  poorhouse 
will  be  a  constantly  moving  population ;  they  consist  generally  of  the 
most  ignorant  and  neglected  classes  of  society ;  the  instruction  of  those 
of  every  age  ;  the  attention  to  the  schools  both  male  and  female  ;  the 
daily  and  often  hourly  attendance  on  the  sick,  the  dying,  and  the  dead  ; 
the  arduous  duties  of  the  confessional,  and  the  necessity  of  mass  on 
Sundays  and  festivals  of  obligation,  render  it  generally  impossible  for 
the  chaplain  to  devote  any  portion  of  his  time  or  attention  to  the  dis- 
charge of  parochial  duties.  The  prelates,  therefore,  respectfully  submit 
that  50/.  should  be  the  minimum  salary  of  a  Roman  Catholic  chaplain 
to  a  workhouse,  and  that  this  sum  should  be  increased  in  consideration 
of  increased  duties  and  labour  whenever  the  Roman  Catholic  inmates 
exceed  500. 

3rdly.  That  a  proper  recess  (to  be  shut  up  except  at  the  time  of 
Divine  service,  and  at  the  hours  of  confession)  be  provided  in  the  dif- 
ferent workhouses. 

In  proposing  this  arrangement,  the  Roman  Catholic  prelates  feel 
they  ask  nothing  but  what  the  decent  maintenance  of  the  chaplain,  and 
a  just  remuneration  for  very  arduous  duties,  as  well  as  a  due  regard 
to  the  spiritual  interests  of  the  inmates,  strictly  require. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  meeting, 

T  n        T^T  1  „  +  W.  Crolly,  Chairman. 

10  George  Nicholls,  Esq. 

8fC.  Sfc. 
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If. — Letter  from  the  Commissioners  to  Dr.  Murray,  Roman 
Catholic  Archbishop  of  Dublin, 

Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin, 
Reverend  Siu,  I8th  November,  1841. 

The  Poor  Law  Commissioners  have  had  under  consideration 
the  letter  addressed  to  Mr.  NichoUs  on  the  12th  instant,  by  the  Most 
Rev.  Dr.  Crolly,  on  behalf  of  the  Roman  Catholic  prelates  then  assem- 
bled in  Dublin. 

With  reference  to  this  communication,  the  Commissioners  have,  in 
the  first  place,  to  express  their  earnest  desire  to  place  the  Roman 
Catholic  chaplains  of  the  Irish  workhouses  upon  such  a  footing  as  shall 
be  satisfactory  to  them  and  to  their  ecclesiastical  superiors,  and  at  the 
same  time  secure  to  the  pauper  inmates  the  consolations  of  religion, 
without  imposing  an  undue  burden  upon  the  poor-rates. 

With  these  objects  in  view,  the  Commissioners  referred  to  the  usual 
amount  of  salary  paid  to  Protestant  chaplains  of  workhouses  in  Eng- 
land, conceiving  that  a  salary  equal  to  or  not  materially  exceeding 
that  amount  would  be  suflicient  in  this  country.  It  has,  however,  been 
stated  by  the  prelates  of  the  Roman  Catholic  church,  at  a  recent  in- 
terview with  Mr,  Nicholls,  that  the  peculiar  offices  which  the  Roman 
Catholic  clergy  are  required  to  perform  demand  a  proportionately 
greater  amount  of  labour  and  time  than  is  generally  sufficient  for  the 
ministrations  of  the  Protestant  church;  and  upon  these  grounds  it  has  been 
deemed  right  to  ask  for  a  higher  average  of  remuneration  than  the 
Commissioners  had,  in  the  first  instance,  considered  to  be  adequate. 

It  has  been  also  urged  that  the  additional  duties  of  the  workhouse 
would,  in  most  instances,  make  it  necessary  to  appoint  a  coadjutor  to 
the  priest  of  the  parish  in  which  the  workhouse  is  situate,  it  being 
considered  that  these  duties  would  occupy  so  much  of  the  chaplain's  tinrie 
and  attention  as  in  a  great  degree  to  disable  him  from  discharging  his 
ordinary  parochial  duties. 

The  Commissioners  are  disposed  to  give  full  weight  to  these  state- 
ments, and  have  reconsidered  their  original  intentions,  with  the  wish 
of  shaping  their  arrangements  more  in  accordance  with  the  views  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  prelates ;  and  it  appears  to  the  Commissioners 
that,  under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  the  following  scale  of  re- 
muneration might  be  properly  established  : — 

1st.  Where  the  workhouse  is  not  calculated  for  more  than  600 
inmates,  and  where  the  Roman  Catholic  inmates  do  not,  on 
an  average,  exceed  that  number,  the  salary  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  chaplain  to  be  fixed  with  reference  to  the  special 
circumstances  of  the  parish  in  which  the  workliouse  is  si- 
tuate. 

2nd.  Where  the  workhouse  is  calculated  for  more  than  600, 
and  the  Roman  Catholic  inmates  on  an  average  exceed  that 
number,  but  do  not  exceed  1000,  the  salary  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  chaplain  to  be  bOl. 

3rd.  Where  the  house  will  contain,  and  the  number  of  Roman 
Catholic  inmates  amounts  to,  more  than  1000,  and  not  more 
than  1500,  the  salary  to  be  60/.  _ 

4th.  All  cases  of  houses  which  will  contain  more  than  1500  in- 
mates, or  in  which  the  number  of  Roman  Catholic  inmates 

1         -.         /.^        .  1   •11— 
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This  scale  varies  somewhat  from  that  which  was  spoken  of  in  Mr. 
Nicholls's  interview  with  the  Roman  Catholic  bishops  and  differs  also 
from  the  rate  of  remuneration  mentioned  in  Dr.  Crolly  s  lettei  ; 
but  it  approximates  to  each,  and  will,  it  is  hoped,  be  deemed  satisfac-  ^ 
torv 

With  reference  to  the  first  proposition  contained  in  Dr.  Crolly's  let- 
ter, namely,  that  the  pastors  of  parishes  who  may  be  appointed  as 
chaplains  should  be  permitted  to  associate  with  then\  their  own  curates 
in  discharo-e  of  their  duties  in  the  workhouse,  the  Commissioners  have 
to  state  that  they  are  precluded  from  acceding  to  it  in  so  general  a 
shape.  They  cannot  but  look  upon  an  officer  appointed  by  them  as 
beinff  individually  responsible  to  them  for  the  due  execution  of  his 
duties ;  and  as  a  general  rule,  they  cannot  sanction  or  permit  the  duties 
of  any  officer  to  be  delegated  to  a  person  not  named  in  the  order  of 
appointment. 

The  Commissioners  consider,  however,  that  the  case  of  the  Ronian 
Catholic  chaplains  to  some  extent  constitutes  a  reasonable  exception 
to  the  rule  which  applies  to  other  Union  officers ;  and  in  the  event 
of  any  necessity,  arising  from  sickness,  absence,  or  other  cause,  the 
Commissioners  would  not  object  to  the  chaplain's  duties  in  the  work- 
house being  discharged  in  his  stead  by  his  regularly  appointed  curate. 

As  to  the  third  proposition,  namely,  that  a  proper  recess,  to  be  set 
apart  for  devotional  purposes,  be  provided  in  each  workhouse,  the 
Commissioners  have  to  state  that  they  consider  it  to  be  their  duty,  as 
it  is  their  desire,  to  provide  in  all  respects  for  the  decent  performance  of 
religious  service  in  the  workhouse,  according  to  the  respective  rites 
and°  ordinances  of  the  different  denominations  of  inmates  ;  and  that 
they  are  prepared,  so  far  as  they  can,  to  make  arrangements  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  wishes  of  the  prelates,  having  regard  to  the  provision 
for  the  same  purposes  already  made  in  public  institutions  resembling 
the  workhouses. 

By  order  of  the  Board, 

Arthur  Moore,  Chief  Clerk. 

To  the  Most  Rev.  Dr.  Murray y 
8fc.       8fc.  SfC'^, 


No.  13. 

FURTHER  LOANS  required  for  the  completion  of  WORK- 
HOUSES IN  Ireland. 

I. — Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the  Commissioner  resident  in  Dublin 
to  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 

Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Somerset  House, 
Sir,  9th  December,  184L 

In  reference  to  what  passed  at  the  interview  with  which  you 
honoured  me  yesterday,  I  now  beg  to  state  that  the  million  which  was 
appropriated  for  providing  the  workhouses  in  Ireland  will  not  be  suffi- 
cient for  the  purpose,  and  I  am  therefore  compelled  to  request  that  tlie 
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Lords  Commissioners  of  Her  Majesty's  Treasury  will  be  pleased  to 
increase  the  grant. 

We  have  been  compelled,  in  arranging,  finishing,  and  fitting  up  the 
Irish  workhouses,  to  go  in  most  cases  to  considerably  greater  expense 
than  I  had  contemplated  when  the  estimate  of  a  million  was  formed. 

The  purchase  of  land  for  the  sites  of  the  workhouses  has  also  consider- 
ably exceeded  the  amount  which  I  had  estimated,  and  the  presents  of 
sites,  which  I  had  been  led  to  expect  would  in  numerous  instances  be 
made  by  the  landed  proprietors,  have  in  fact  been  very  few.  We  have 
likewise,  in  many  cases,  had  difficulties  to  contend  with  in  the  founda- 
tions for  the  buildings,  owing  to  the  nature  of  the  soil  in  the  western 
districts ;  and,  owing  to  these  and  other  circumstances,  I  now  estimate 
that,  at  the  very  least,  a  hundred  thousand  pounds  will  be  required,  in 
addition  to  the  million  already  granted,  for  completing  all  the  buildings. 

This  is  the  exact  estimate,  without  any  allowance  for  accidents  or  con- 
tingencies ;  but  it  may  not  be  safe  to  run  quite  close  upon  it ;  and  I 
would  therefore  respectfully  recommend  that  provision  be!  made  for  a 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  pounds,  on  the  understanding  that  no  more 
will  be  applied  for  than  what  is  absolutely  necessary. 

It  will  be  very  important  that  this  additional  grant  should  be  obtained 
at  the  earliest  period,  no  more  than  £35,550  of  the  million  now  remain- 
ing unappropriated,  and  the  demands  upon  us,  by  the  contractors  and 
others,  as  the  works  advance,  being  very  urgent. 

To  the  Right  Hon.  I  have,  &c. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  Geo.  Nicholls. 


II- — Letter  from  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury  to  the  Poor  Law 

Commissioners. 

Gentlemen,  Treasurtj  Chambers,  I3th  December,  184L 

With  reference  to  Mr.  Nicholls'  letter  of  the  9th  instant,  stating 
that  a  further  sum  of  £100,000  will  be  required,  in  addition  to  the 
million  already  granted,  for  completing  the  workhouses  in  Ireland,  I  am 
commanded  by  the  Lords  Commissioners  nf  Her  Majesty's  Treasury  to 
acquaint  you,  that  before  my  Lords  come  to  a  decision  on  this  point,  they 
wish  to  be  informed  at  what  periods  and  in  what  proportions  the  money 
will  be  required,  and  also  to  be  furnished  with  a  statement  of  the  sum 
estimated,  and.  the  sum  expended,  and  of  the  further  sum  required  in 
each  case. 

To  I  am,  &c., 

The  Poor  Law  Commissioners.  C.  E.  Trevelyan. 


III. — Letter  from  the  Commissioners  to  the  Lords  of  the  Treasury. 

Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  SoJtierset  House, 
Sir,  14th' December,  1841. 

With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  13th  instant,  respecting  the 
additional  sum  which  will  be  necessary  for  completing  the  workhouses  in 
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Ireland,  I  am  directed  by  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  to  state,  that  the 
money  will  be  required  early  in  February,  or  as  soon  as  possible  after  the 
meeting  of  Parliament,  and  will  be  called  for  in  about  the  same  propor- 
tions as  heretofore,  as  the  buildings  are  proceeded  with. 

I  am  also  directed  to  forward  to  you  the  enclosed  statement,  showing 
the  sum  estimated,  the  sum  expended,  and  the  further  sum  required  in 
each  case. 

To  I  have,  &c„ 

C.  E.  Trevelyan,  Esq.^  S^c.  8fc.  8^c.       E.  Chadwick,  Secretary. 
Treasury. 


Enclosure  in  foregoing  Letter. 
Statement  of  Loans  for  providing  Workhouses  iu  Ireland. 


Name  of  Union. 


Abbeylcix 
Antrim  . 
Ardee 
Armagh  , 
Atlilone  . 
Atliy .  . 
BailieborouK 
Ballina  . 
Ballinasloe 
Ballinrobe 
Kallycastle 
ballymena 
Ballymoney 
Ball  J  shannon 

Balrolhery 

Baltinglass 
banbridge 
Bandon  . 
Belfast  . 
Boyle 
Callan  . 
Carlow  . 
Carrickmacross 
Carrick-on-Shannon 
Cnrrick-on 
Cashel  . 
Castlebar 
Castleblayney 
C'astlederg 
Castlerca 
Cavan  , 
Celbridge 
(;lirden  . 
Cloglieen 
Clones  . 
C'lonmel . 
(JoU-raine 
Clookstown 
C'ooteliill 
Cork .  . 
Donegal . 
riownjiatrick 
Droglicda 
Dundalk 
Dungaunon 

Dungarvan 


Size  of 
Work- 
house. 


500 
700 
600 
1,000 
900 
600 
600 
1,200 
1,000 
800 
300 
900 
700 
500 

400  { 

500 
800 
900 

1,000 
700 
600 
800 
500 
800 
500 
700 
700 
800 
£00 

1,000 

1,200 
400 

mm 

500 

600 

600 

700 

600 

800 
2,000 

500 
1,000 

800 

800 

800 

COO/ 


Date  of  Order 
to  borrow. 


24  June,  1840 
7  Oct.  ,, 

20  Aug.  ,, 

7  Dec,  1839 
18  Nov,    , , 
28  June,  1841 

16  May,  1840 
22  Mar.,  1841 

5  Oct.,  1839 

8  Apr.,  1840 

28  Aug. 

14  Nov.  , , 
14  Aug.  , , 
30  Aug., 1841 

30  Aug.,  1839 
8  Oct.,  1841 

6  June,  1840 
14  Nov.,  1839 

25  Oct.  ,  , 
27  May     , , 

21  Jan.,  I81O 

6  Juno    , , 

22  June,  1841 
24  Aug.,  1840 

7  Mar.    , , 

14  Apr.  ,, 

8  Feb.  ,. 

31  Aug.  ,, 

29  Aug.    , , 
3  Oct.,  1839 
7  Oct.,  1840 

24  Aug.    , , 

10  June,  1839 

29  Dec,  1840 

15  Oct., 

5  Oct., 
13  May    , , 

17  Aug.  .. 

6  April  ,, 
5  Sept.  ,, 

11  Jan.    , , 
22  June, 1841 

25  July,  1840 
1  Feb.    , , 

22  Apr.  , , 
10  Aug.  ,, 

30  Nov.,  1839 
3  July,  1840 


1839 
1840 


Amount 
of  Loan 
granted  by 
Treasury, 


£. 

7,000 
7,600 
6,600 

10,000 

10,100 
6,700 
7,400 

12,000 
9,600 
8,400 
5,300 
9,000 
8,500 
6,400 
5,9(j0i 
1,100/ 
6,800 
8,000 
8,200 

12,000 
8,300 
7,400 

11,500 
6,000 
8,400 
6,200 
6,700 
7,900 
8,100 
2,600 

11,000 

13,400 
5,800 
4,. WO 
6,200 
7,300 
2,300 
9,000 
6,, 300 
8,900 

16,800 
7,000 

11,000 
8,600 
7,400 
8,000 

}.  8,300 


Amount 
advanced 
by 

Exchequer 
Loan 
Commis- 


Addi- 
tional 
Amount 
required. 


£. 

7,000 
4,000 
6,600 
10,000 
10,100 
3,000 
7,400 
8,000 
9,600 
8,400 
3,000 
4,000 
8,000 
4,000 

5,900 

6,800 
8,000 
8,200 

12,000 
8,300 
7,400 
4,000 
3,000 
8,400 
6,200 
6,700 
7,900 
4,000 
2,f.00 
8,000 
8,000 
5,800 
4,000 
6,200 
4,000 
2,300 
9,000 
6,300 
7,000 

16,800 
3,000 
8,000 
8,600 
7,400 
8.000 

8,300 


£. 
600 


1,000 
400 


1,000 


800 
1,200 
800 

800 
800 


800 
1,000 
800 


750 

1,000 
600 


3,000 

800 
1,500 
1,000 

1,000 


Explanation 
as  to 

Cause  of  the  Excess. 


The  additional  amount 
required  for  completing 
the  buildings  has  gene- 
rally been  occasioned  by 
the  greater  expense  of 
the  fixtures  and  fittings 
than  was  originally  con- 
templated, and  by  the 
addition  to  the  houses 
first  contracted  for  of 
numerous  minor  works 
which  experience  sug- 
gested as  being  neces- 
sary. In  many  of  the 
)  Unions  an  additional  ex- 
pense has  been  incurred 
by  a  change  in  the  site, 
owing  to  legal  difiicuUies 
in  obtaining  a  title  for 
that  originally  selected ; 
and  also  from  the  oc- 
currence of  unfavourable 
strata  in  sinking  the 
foundations,  and  by  the 
erection  of  sheds,  bound- 
ary walls,  and  entrance- 
gates,  whicli  liave  been 
found  necessary  in  many 
of  the  Unions. 
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statement  of  Loans  for  providing  Workhouses  in  Ireland — cotillnued. 


Amount 

Name  of  Union. 

Size  of 
Work- 
house. 

iJate  01  uraer 
to  borrow. 

Amount 
of  Loan 
,'ranted  by 
Treasury. 

advanced 
by 

Exchequer 

Loan 
Commis- 
sioners. 

Addi- 
tional 
Amount 
required. 

1?  V  it1  '1  ti  n  t  inn 

£. 

£. 

£. 

Dunmauway    •  • 

400 

2  May,  1840 

6,500 

6,500 

800  ^ 

Dunshaughlin  ■  . 

350 

26  Aug.,  1839 

6,100 

6,100 

650 

Edenderry  •    •  • 

600 

24  Oct.     , , 
23  Mar.,  1840 

6,700 

6,700 

1,000 

Ennis     .    •    •  • 

800 

8,600 
7,000 

8,600 

800 

EiiDiscortliy     •  • 

600 

21  Aug.    , , 
24  June,  1841 

7,000 

Enniskillen  •    ■  • 

1,000 

11,200 

4,000 

Enuistyinoii     •  • 

600 

3  July,  1840 

8,400 
11,300 

8,000 

Galwuy  «    •    •  • 

1,000 

8  Feb.    , , 

11,300 

Oorcy    •    •    •  • 

500 

25  J  uly    , , 

6,700 

6,700 

Gort  

500 

3  Feb.  ,, 

6,500 

6,500 

800 

Gortiu    •    •    •  • 

200 

26  Aug.  ,, 
21  Nov.    , , 
6  Aug.,  1841 

3,600 

3,600 

Granard.      •    •  • 

600 

7,500 

4,000 

Inistowen  •    •  • 

600 

7,600 

4,000 

ICanturl^ .    •    •  • 

800 

18  Nov.,  1840 

8,200 

7,000 

Kells  

600 

U  Feb.    , , 
10  July,  1841 

7,700 

6,000 

600 

XCti  QinaTC    •    •  • 

500 

6,300 

4,000 

Kilkeel  .    •    •  • 

300 

24  Jan..  1840 

5,300 
13,400 

5,300 

800 

Kilkpnnv     .     ■  ■ 

1,300 

23  Mar.,  , , 
20  Aug.,  1839 

13,400 

Kilmallock  .    •  • 

800 

8,800 

8,800 

1,000 

Kilrusyi  •    •    *  • 

800 

15  June,  1840 

8,900 

8,900 
7,000 

Kinsale  .    .    •  • 

500 

2  Nov.,  1839 

7,000 

800 

Lame  .... 

400 

12  Nov.,  1840 

5,800 

3,000 

Limerick     •    .  . 

1,600 

23  Sept.,1839 

12,900 

12,000 

2,500 

Tjicl'Hivn  .     ■     •  * 

XJ  lk9L/Llkl4a           ■           •  » 

800 

27  Sept.  , , 

8,300 

8,300 

800 

T.icmr^l***          _       _  . 

500 

25  Nov.    , , 
9  Nov.,  1840 

6,500 

6,500 

1,000 

Lisnaskfia   .    •  • 

500 

6,800 

6,800 

600 

I.i<:tnwpl         •      ■  ■ 

I J  i  A  WJ  »  t  1             •         .  . 

700 

4  Jan.,  1841 

7,700 

4,000 

r  finilnndpvrv     ■  ■ 

800 

12  July,  1839 

8,700 
8,600 

8,700 

800 

T  .r\Ti  frrfivn        _      •  • 

l~jLlll£I  ll.'A  u          ■         •  • 

T.mii-'HvpJl      .      a  • 

III  Ct*       •        •  . 

Lvir'^uti  »    •    •  . 
Macroom    .  • 

1,000 

13  Jan.,  1840 

8,600 

800 

800 

11  Dec,  1839 

8,700 

8,700 

800 

25  July 
14  Aug.,  1840 
6  July 

7,900 

7,900 

700 

600 

7,400 

4,000 

\' (J  rrlioTSi  ipl f".  . 
liAcL^  lie  1  ill  C 11/        •  • 

900 

8,100 

7,000 
7,300 
6,400 

800 

)  See  page  335w 

TVTillnw             .       ■  a 
IVIflHUVV     ■       •       .  • 

700 

28  Jan. 

7,300 

1,500 

Manor  HamULon  . 

500 

14  May  ,, 

6,400 

/ 

ATifllptnn      .     .  ■ 

illiUIClV'iA            •          ■  • 

800 

7  Oct.,  1839 

8,200 

8,200 

1,000 

IViUUllL      •       .       •  • 

700 

30  June,  1840 

8,000 

8,000 

800 

Monaglian  .    .  - 

900 

24  Apr.    , , 

8,700 
8,300 

8,000 

ATfvn  nfrmpliok     m  • 
iiii  jun  nil'- •  • 

800 

19  Aug.  ,, 

4,000 

MuUingav    .    .  • 
Naas  .... 

800 

8  Aug.  ,, 
ly  J uiy,  iooy 

9,400 

7,000 

CCA 

050 

U ,  UUu 

6,500 

Navan    .    •    «  • 

15  Mav.  1840 

7,300 

7,300 

Nenagh  .... 
Newcastle   .    •  • 

1,000 

24  Feb.    , , 

25  July,  1839 

9,900 

9,900 

550 

7,850 

7,500 

1)700 

New  Ross  .  • 

900 

26  Aug.,  1840 

9,300 

7,000 

i,6oo 

800 

Newry   .    .    .  • 
Newlownarils  .  . 

1,000 

14  Dec,  1839 

9,800 
6,700 

9,800 

600 

21  Feb.,  1840 

6,700 

Newtown  Limavady 

600 

10  June    , , 
9  Dec,  1839 

8,000 
5,600, 

8,000 
8,000 

North  Dublin  •  . 

2,000j 

19  Sept., 1840 

2,400/ 

, . 

Oldcaslle    .    •  • 

600 

14  A,ng.  , , 

7,700 
7,900 

7,700 

Omagh  .    .    •  • 
Parsonstown    .  • 
Ualhdown  .    .  ■ 
Uathdrum  .    .  • 
Ralhkealc  .    •  . 
Roscommon 
lloscroiv  .... 
Scaiill'   .    .    .  • 
Shillelagh  .    .  . 
Skibberoen  .    .  . 
Sligo  .... 
South  Dablin  .  . 

800 

1  Feb.    , , 
21  Dec,  1839 
25  Jan.,  1840 
25  Juno    , , 
15  Aug.,  1839 

7,900 

1,000 

800 
600 
600 
660 

8,780 
7,600 
7,800 
8,100 

8,700 
7,600 
7,800 
8,100 

1,000 
800 
1,300 

900 
700 

14  Aug.,  1840 
6  J  uly    , , 

9,000 
8,600 

8,000 
8,000 

600 

4  A j)r.    , , 

7,800 

7,800 

1,000 

400 
800 
1,200 

20  May  ,, 
24  Aiig..  1H39 
17  Jan.,  1340 

6,300 
8,300 
11 ,000 

6,300 
8,300 

800 
1.100 

2,000| 

10  Oct.,  1839 
19  Sept.,1810 

7,000  , 
3,000  J 

10,000 

Strabane     .    •  • 
SwiuelbiA  .    •  • 
Tliurles  .    ,    .  • 
Tipi'erary   .    .  . 

800 
700 

21  Nov.,  1839 
25  Mar.,  1841 

8,300 
8,400 

8,300 
4,000 

800 

700 

22  June,  1840 

8, 100 

7,000 

1,000 

700 

13  Sept,,1839 

7,500 

7,500 
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Name  of  Union. 

Size  of 
Work- 
house. 

Dale  of  Order 
to  borrow. 

.Amount 
of  Loan 
grnuted  by 
Treasury. 

Amount 
adviinced 
by 

E.tchequer 

Loan 
Commis- 

Addi- 
tioual 
Amount 
required. 

Explanation 
as  to 

Cause  of  the  Excess. 

sioners. 

Tralee  .... 

Trim  

'I'uam  .... 
TiiUamore  .    ,  . 
Waterford   .    .  . 
Wttstport     .    .  . 
Wexford  .... 

1,000 
500 
800 
700 
900 

1,000 
600 

13  July,  1840 
23  Dec,  1839 
20  June,  1840 
!5Apr.  ,, 
16  Oct..  1839 
26  Nov.,  1840 
4  Jan.,  1841 

£. 

10,200 
7,300 
8,400 
7,900 

10,400 
9,800 
6,900 

£. 
8,000 
7,300 
8,000 
7,9l)0 
10,400 
8,000 
4,000 

£. 
800 

•  • 

1,300 

>See  pace  33: 

Estimated 
Amount 
required. 

1^ 

Since 
ordered  to  be 
borrowed. 

Fermoy  .... 
Lowtlierslowu  .  . 
Straiiorlai*  ... 
Caliirciveen, 
Clo<{her  .... 
Killarney    ,    .  . 
ban  try  .... 
Letterkenny     .  , 
Dunfanaghy     .  . 
Milford  .... 
Glenties      .    .  . 

900 
400 
400 
400 
500 
800 
800 

300 
400 
600* 

9  Nfay,  1S40 
22  June,  1841 

• 

•  • 

•  • 

•• 
•• 

•  • 

•• 

• 

7,800 
6,600 
6,500 
6,000 
6,500 
10,000 
10.000 
7,000 
5,000 
6,000 
'  7,000 

7,100 

6,700 
6,200 
6,300 
9,700 
7,750 
7,400 

Total  Amniinf  nf  l 

Accommodation  J 

94,110 

Total  .  . 

964,450 

849,300 

54,800 

78,400 

»  • 

Loans  gra 
loans  re 

nted,  and  f 
quired.  . 

urther  | 

1,019,250 

Grand  T 

otal  . 

il, 097, 650 

SUMMARY. 

Amount  of  Loans  granted  by  the  Treasury   

Further  Loans  required  to  complete  Workhouses  .    .    !  .' 
Loans  for  the  eleven  Unions  which  have  not  yet  borrowed  .' 

je964,450 

54,800 
78,400 

Total    .  . 

.    .  .^£1,097,650 

Since  reduced  to  500;  by  which  alteration  the  Total  Accommodation  will  be  for  94,010  paupers. 


I 


102 


Mr.  WilMnson^s  Report  on 


[8th  Rep. 


APPENDIX  D. 


REPORTS  AND  OTHER  COMMUNICATIONS  RECEIVED  BY 
THE  BOARD  .—IRELAND. 


No.  1. 

REPORT  ON  THE  Proceedings  and  Progress  in  the  Erection 
OF  Workhouses  in  Ireland.— By  George  Wilkinson,  Esq., 
Architect  to  the  Poor  Law  Commission. 

Poor  Law  Commission  Office, 
Gentlemen,  '  Dublin,  30th  April,  1842. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  submit  the  following  Report  on  the  pro- 
ceedings and  progress  made  in  respect  to  the  erection  of  the  workhouses 
in  Ireland  since  the  date  of  my  General  Report  to  the  25th  of  March 

last  year.  . 

The  contracts  for  the  several  workhouses  have  now  been  arranged  lor 
all  the  Unions ;  those  entered  into  subsequently  to  the  Report  above  re- 


Name  of  Union. 

Name  of  Coutractor. 

Name  of  Union. 

Athy    .    .  • 
BaUyshannon 
Stranoilar  . 
Inishowen .  . 
Kenraare  .  . 

1  Letterkenny  . 

1  Cahivciveen 

Messrs.  Davis  and  Co, 
James  Creden. 
Samuel  Gamble. 
Samuel  Gamble. 
James  English. 
Alexander  Deane. 
William  Hill. 

Killavney  . 
Clogher 
Banlry  .  . 
Dunfiinaghy  . 
Glenties 
MiUbrd .    .  . 

Name  of  Contractor. 


Jeremiah  Huiley. 

Messrs.  Lilburn. 

Messrs.  M'Daniel  and  Brown. 

John  M' Carter. 

Thomas  Hammond. 


Of  the  total  number  ot  l^U  unions  m  ireianu,  uic 
have  been  declared  fit  for  occupation  ;  and  it  is  expected  that  before  the 
close  of  the  present  year,  30  other  workhouses  will  be  declared  fit  for 
occupation ;  and  I  see  nothing  to  prevent  the  remaimng  19  workhoiis  s 
from  being  completed  before  the  close  of  the  summer  of  next  year,  i  e 
workhouses  in  which  the  least  progress  has  been  made  are  those  m  the 
counties  of  Kerry  and  Donegal,  where  the  Union  arrangements  were  last 

The'unions  of  which  the  workhouses  have  been  declared  fit  for  the 
reception  of  the  destitute  poor,  are  the  following  :  namely,—  ^ 


Abbeyleix 
Ardee 
Armagh 
Athlone 
Bailieborougli 
Ball'masloe 
Ballinrobe 
Balrothery 
Baltinglass 
Banbridge 
Bandoii 
Belfast 
Boyle 
Callan 


Carrick-on-Suir 
Cashel 
Castlederg 
Cavan 
Celbridge 
Clogheen 
Clonmel 
Coleraine 
Cork 
Drogbeda 
Dublin,  North 
Dublin.  South 
Dundalk 
Diingamion 


Dungarvan 
Dumnanway 
Dunsbaughlin 
Edeuderry 
Ennis 
Eennoy 
Galway 
Gorey 
Gort 
Gortiii 
Kanturk 
KoUs 
Kilkeel 
Kilkenny 


.  The  person  whose  tender  was  accepted  having  since  declined  to  complete  the 
contract/the  arrangements  are  not  yet  dchn.tivcly  closed. 
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Kilmallock 
Kilrush 
Kinsale 
Limerick 
Lisburn 
Lismore 
Londonderry 
Longford 
Loughrea 
Lurgan 
Magherafelt 
Mallow 
Midlefon 

The  workhouses  of  the  30  Unions  mentioned  below  are  expected  to  be 
completed  before  the  close  of  the  present  year,  and  are  enumerated  in  the 
order  of  their  present  degree  of  forwardness  :  namely, — 


Mohill  ■ 

Rathdrum 

Monaghan 

Rathkeale 

Naas 

Ruscrea 

Navan 

Scariff 

Nenagh 

Shillelagh 

Newcastle 

Skibbereen 

New  Ross 

Sligo 

Newry 

Strabane 

Newtownards 

Thurles 

Newtown  Limavady 

Tipperary 

Omagh 

Trim 

Parsonstown 

Tnllemore 

Rathdown 

Waterford 

Cookstown 
Tralee 
Wexford 
Down  Patrick 
Tuam 

Ennistymon 
Oldcastle 
Granard 
Enniscorthy 
Manor  Hamilton 


Coofehill 
Mullingar 

Carrick-on-Shannon 
Castlerea 
Macroom 
Castlebar 
Lisnaskea 
Ballymoney 
Ballycastle 
Ballyshannon 

The  remaining  19  workhouses  (out  of  the  130  before  mentioned) 
will  not  be  completed  until  the  ensuing  year;  and  they  may  be  expected 
to  be  declared  fit  for  occupation  in  the  order  following:  namely, 


Clones 

Castle  blaney 

Ballina 

Weslport 

Swineford 

Cahirciveen 

Roscommon 

Larne 

Carrickmacross 
Athy 


Enniskillen 
Mountmelick 
Donegal 
Antrim 
Inishowen 
Clifden 
Clogher 


Ballymena 

Listowel 

Lowtherstown 

Carlow 

Bantry 

Stranorlar 


Letterktnny 

Glenties 

Milford 

Kenmare 

Killarney 

Dunfanaghy 


I  am  enabled  to  report  satisfactorily  on  the  progress  and  advanced 
state  of  the  buildings  generally.  In  the  particular  instances  in  which 
delays  or  difficulties  have  occurred  such  circumstances  are  accounted  for 
by  the  following  causes  : — 

The  greatest  interruptions  which  have  occurred  have  been  in  the 
erection  of  the  workhouses  of  the  Bailieborough  and  CootehiU  Unions 
in  consequence  of  the  contractor,  who  had  undertaken  both  buildinfrs' 
being  unable,  from  pecuniary  embarrassments,  to  carry  on  the  works 

At  Bailieborough,  in  particular,  there  was  danger  that  all  the  pre- 
pared and  loose  materials  would  be  lost ;  they  having  been  seized  bv 
some  of  the  contractor's  creditors  under  decrees  issued  by  the  assistant 
hamster  against  the  property,  under  the  belief  that  it  belonged  to  the 
contractor,  who,  however,  had  previously  transferred  all  his  fntcrcst  in 
t lie  contracts  for  both  houses  to  the  Commissioners.  But  the  prompt 
«hPrfr  tl  '^J^^f  that  were  taken,  after  the  seizure,  in  calling  on  the 
s^ienff  to  hold  a  Court  of  Inquiry  into  the  right  of  the  Poor  Law 
Comrn.ssioners  to  the  possession  of  the  property,  and  in  giving  notice 
0  the  parties  who  had  sei^^cd  on  it,  to  suspend  the  sale  of  the  same 
jendmg  such  inquiry,  eventually  saved  the  property:  or  the  whole  of 
the  materials  (which  a  number  of  men,  who\ver.  in  possession  of  the 
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entire  building,  were  occupied  during  three  days  in  removing)  would 
have  been  lost  to  the  Union. 

Notwithstanding  the  measures  taken  and  the  notices  given,  the  pro- 
perty was  saved  only  by  the  interference  of  the  police,  whose  aid  I 
obtained  at  the  last  moment,  much  time  having  been  lost  in  procuring 
warrants  from  the  magistrates,  authorizing  the  police  to  protect  the 
property,  pending  the  decision  of  the  Court  of  Inquiry,  and  ultimately  in 
its  removal  to  the  building. 

At  Cootehill  similar  attempts  to  obtain  possession  of  the  property,  on 
the  part  of  the  contractor's  creditors,  failed,  in  consequence  of  the 
prompt  measures  taken  by  the  clerk  of  the  works  in  ejecting  the  parties 
from  the  premises;  the  seizure  there  having  been  attempted  in  the  day 
time,  and  not,  as  at  Bailieborough,  before  daybreak;  the  parties  who 
obtained  the  decrees  and  their  several  assistants  being  residents  in  the 
latter  place. 

These  buildings  have  subsequently  been  carried  on  in  accordance  with 
the  arrangements  made  by  your  Board  for  the  payment  of  the  workmen 
w^eekly,  employed  under  the  control  of  the  clerks  of  works  sent  there 
specially  to  perform  the  double  duty  of  builders  and  inspectors,  under 
my  own  immediate  direction. 

I  am  glad  to  be  enabled  to  state  that  these  buildings  have  progressed 
satisfactorily ;  and  since  the  above  measures  were  taken  for  protecting 
the  property,  there  has  been  little  or  no  interruption  to  the  works.  The 
Bailieborough  workhouse,  which  was  considerably  advanced  when  taken 
from  the  contractor,  is  now  completed ;  and  that  at  Cootehill,  in  which 
only  a  small  extent  of  contract  work  was  performed,  has,  by  the  able 
management  and  active  exertions  of  the  clerk  of  works,  been  brought  very 
nearly  to  completion ;  and  two  months  from  this  date  will,  1  expect,  suffice 
for  the  finishing  of  what  now  remains  to  be  done.  I  have  reason  to  believe 
that  both  these  buildings  will  be  finished  at  a  cost  below  what  would 
have  been  required  had  they  been  completed  by  the  contractor,  as  well 
as  somewhat  below  the  cost  of  other  workhouses  of  the  same  size,  and 
contracted  for  at  the  same  period. 

The  workhouses  of  Antrim,  Ballymena,  Castleblayney,  and  Carrick- 
macross,  all  undertaken  by  one  contractor,  have  likewise  been  delayed, 
owing  to  the  circumstance  of  his  engagements  having  become  too  ex- 
tensive for  his  pecuniary  resources;  but  at  the  present  time  there  is 
every  prospect  that  the  arrangements  entered  into  for  the  completion  ot 
the  several  buildings  will  bring  them  to  a  satisfactory  close.  In  the 
cases  of  Antrim  and  Ballymena,  the  contracts  have  been  transferred  by 
the  contractor  to  other  parties,  with  the  acquiescence  of  your  Board,  but 
without  relinquishing  his  responsibility.  At  Castleblaney  and  Carrick- 
macross  materials  are  obtained,  and  workmen  are  employed  on  the 
buildings,  under  directions  given  by  your  Board,  arrangements  havmg 
been  made  for  superintending  the  progress  of  the  works,  and  for  making 
the  weekly  payments  out  of  the  amounts  certified  to  be  due  as  instal- 
ments for  work  done.  .  ,  i 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  I  may  mention  the  workhouses  at 
Mountmelick  and  Listowel  as  houses  in  which  less  satisfactory  progress 
has  been  made  than  ought  to  have  been.    In  the  works  of  the  former 
however,  greater  progress  is  now  being  made;  but  those  of  tlie  )attci,  i 
regret  to  state,  are  proceeding  very  unsatisfactorily.    Due  notice  has, 
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however,  been  served  on  the  contractors,  by  direction  of  your  Board,  of 
the  intention  of  forthwith  carrying  on  these  works  by  the  Commissioners, 
unless  proper  steps  shall  be  immediately  taken  by  the  contractors  for 
completing  the  building. 

In  my  report  of  last  year  I  stated  that  considerable  difficulty  had  oc- 
curred in  bringing  many  of  the  buildings  to  a  satisfactory  finish  in  the 
minor  details  :  this  difficulty  still  continues,  and  in  order  to  prevent 
delay  in  the  completion  of  the  buildings,  and  to  execute  in  a  more  satis- 
factory manner  what  the  contractors  in  several  instances  appear  to  have 
considered  as  completed  under  their  contract,  and  have  neglected  to 
complete  after  notice  thereof,  it  has  become  necessary  mider  the  provi- 
sions of  the  contract  to  employ  workmen  at  -weekly  wages,  under  the 
direction  of  the  clerk  of  the  works,  and  to  deduct  the  amount  of  the 
outlay  so  incurred  from  the  sum  which  would  otherwise  be  coming  due 
to  the  contractors.  This  course  has  been  necessary  in  respect  to  15 
Union  workhouses ;  and  M'ill,  I  expect,  be  necessary  in  some  of  the 
others  now  in  progress. 

Those  parts  of  the  buildings  which  in  their  execution  have  generally 
been  the  least  satisfactory,  and  have  occasioned  most  trouble,  are  the 
earthen  floors,  and  the  mortar  pointing  to  the  external  walls  ;  the  former 
from  the  difficulty  of  getting  them  satisfactorily  executed,  as  no  uniform 
instructions  are  suited  to  the  varying  nature  of  the  materials  in  the  dif- 
ferent localities.  In  many  workhouses,  the  earthen  floors  have  entirely 
succeeded;  in  others,  and  where  considerable  pains  have  been  taken, 
they  have  shown  an  early  tendency  to  pulverize,  after  the  occupation  of 
the  house  :  in  these  instances  the  only  remedy  has  been  either  to  repair 
or  relay  them  with  other  materials  than  those  previously  used,  differently 
mixed,  or  of  another  quality ;  and  in  some  few  instances  it  has  been 
thought  advisable  to  incur  the  increased  cost  of  tiles  or  flagging.  The 
advantages  of  the  mortar  floors  are  detailed  in  my  report  of  last  year  to 
your  Board,  the  chief  inducements  for  their  adoption  being  that  they 
are  more  economical  than  floors  formed  of  other  materials,  and  are  more 
consistent  with  the  general  habits  of  the  people  than  floors  of  either  stone 
or  wood. 

The  following  statement  exhibits  the  relative  aggregate  cost  of  mortar 
floors,  of  flagging  or  tiles,  and  of  deal  floors,  by  which  the  entire  saving 
efi^ected  by  the  adoption  of  mortar  floors  is  shown  : — 

The  extent  of  surface  on  the  ground  floors  of  the  whole  of  the  new 
workhouses  is  21'7y.733  yards:  and  reckoning  this  extent — 

£.  s.  d. 

For  earthen  floors  at  1.?.  Qd.,  the  cost  is    .     .     .     16,329  19  6 

For  tiles  or  stone  flagging  at  5?                             54,433  5  0 

Fordealfloors,with  joists  and  dwarf  walls,  at  7^.  6c/.  81,649  17  6 

The  adoption  of  such  an  economical  materii\l,  which  requires  more 
trouble  in  execution  and  is  uncertain  in  the  results,  is  most  unfavourable 
to  the  architect.  One-half  of  the  attention  bestowed  on  the  formation 
of  the  earthen  floors  would  have  ensured  the  satisfactory  execution  of 
floors  either  of  flags,  tiles,  or  wood ;  and  indeed  it  may  be  stated  as  a 
general  rule,  with  regard  to  this  and  other  portions  of  the  work,  that 
the  difficulty  of  execution  is  diminished  in  proportion  to  its  cost  and 
finish. 
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The  floors  of  some  portions  of  the  buildings  are  laid  with  flags :  the 
entrance-halls,  the  passages,  staircases,  kitchen,  and  washhouse  being 
uniformly  laid  with  stone  flags.  They  contain  46,175  superficial  yards. 
This  quantity  has,  however,  been  slightly  diminished  by  the  construc- 
tion of  deal  floors  in  the  master  and  matron's  rooms,  and  in  the  surgery  ; 
and  in  some  houses  by  a  portion  of  the  day-rooms  being  boarded  where 
cellars  have  been  constructed  under  them  in  order  to  take  advantage  of 
the  fall  of  the  ground. 

The  workhouses  of  Newtownards  and  Sligo  are  the  only  new  houses 
laid  entirely  with  flags ;  and  this  change  has  been  made  at  the  request 
of  the  Guardians  of  the  respective  Unions.  It  is  also  intended  to  lay 
the  floors  of  the  Letterkenny  house  with  flags,  at  the  desire  of  the 
Guardians,  the  materials  in  these  Unions  being  there  of  very  moderate 
cost  as  compared  with  some  other  localities.  The  amount  of  outlay  is 
nevertheless  increased  considerably  by  the  change,  and  particularly  in 
the  two  former  workhouses. 

The  workhouses  of  Clonmel,  Fermoy,  and  the  North  and  South  Dublin 
Unions  being  old  buildings,  adapted  for  workhouse  purposes,  are  floored 
throughout  with  stone  on  the  ground  floors;  but  the  floors  of  the  Dublin 
houses  have  been,  to  a  great  extent,  relaid  with  Yorkshire  flags  at  a  very 
considerable  cost. 

The  mortar  pointing  of  the  external  walls  has  required  considerable 
attention,  without  being  always  satisfactory,  the  excessive  wetness  of  the 
past  seasons,  to  a  great  extent,  having  prevented  the  mortar  from  be- 
coming sufficiently  hard  to  resist  occasional  frosts  :  there  has  frequently 
been,  therefore,  a  necessity  for  its  re-execution  by  the  contractors,  who 
are  required  under  their  contracts  to  leave  the  pointing  in  a  sound 
state  :  this  the  contractors  have,  in  some  instances,  resisted  ;  and  in  such 
cases  it  has  been  necessary  to  employ  workmen  to  execute  it  at  the  con- 
tractor's expense. 

To  expedite  the  works,  and  to  bring  them  to  completion  at  the  earliest 
possible  period,  the  buildings  have  been  continuously  in  progress,  and 
have  been,  from  this  cause,  exposed  to  a  great  deal  of  very  wet  weather ; 
and  the  obligation  to  re-execute  pointing  which  has  generally  been  satis- 
factorily executed  in  the  first  instance,  may,  perhaps,  have  been  consi- 
dered as  inflicting  some  hardship  on  the  contractors. 

In  the  south-west,  and  in  some  other  parts  of  Ireland,  it  has  been 
found  necessary  to  apply  cement  to  the  exposed  aspects  of  the  buildings  ; 
and  this  will  most  probably  be  required  in  other  cases,  to  make  the 
walls  impervious  to  the  severe  driving,  rains  and  accompanying  high 
winds  to  which  they  are  exposed. 

In  remarking  on  the  necessity  for  the  application  of  cement,  or 
weather  slating,  on  the  exposed  aspects  of  some  of  the  buildings,  I  have 
to  observe  that  in  my  opinion  it  does  not  arise  from  the  defective  execu- 
tion of  the  walling,  which,  on  the  whole,  is  very  soundly  executed,  and 
has  frequently  been  finished  as  rubl)Ie  walling,  in  a  manner  superior  to 
that  which  the  contract  strictly  reciuires ;  but  this  protection  is  requisite 
for  the  exposed  aspects  of  the  workhouses  in  common  with  all  other 
buildings  in  the  country  with  equally  exposed  aspects;  and  at  the  time 
when  it  was  resolved  not  to  use  rough  casting  on  the  buildings,  (which  is 
in  common  use  in  this  country,  and  too  frequently  occasions  tlic  work 
which  it  is  intended  to  cover  to  be  badly  executed,)  it  was  contemplated 
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that  it  might  subsequently  be  necessary  to  use  cement  on  the  more 
exposed  parts  of  tlie  buildings;  but  it  was  considered  better  to  wait  until 
experience  should  have  shown  to  what  extent  it  would  be  required ; 
and  I  am  enabled  to  state,  that  there  are  no  drier  walls  in  the  country 
than  those  of  the  Union  workhouses,  with  the  exception  of  the  walls 
having  very  exposed  aspects,  notwithstanding  their  recent  erection,  and 
the  unusually  wet  seasons  in  which  they  have  been  built.  This  is  shown 
by  the  generally  satisfactory  state  of  those  walls  which  are  not  exposed 
to  the  prevailing  bad  weather. 

It  is  very  rare  that  any  building,  public  or  private,  and  more  par- 
ticularly those  executed  with  cut  stone  or  ashler  faces,  will,  as  first  laid, 
resist  the  continual  dampness  of  the  Irish  climate  on  their  exposed 
aspects ;  and  in  those  buildings  not  covered  with  cement,  or  with  rough 
cast,  nothing  is  more  common  than  to  see  all  the  joints  raked  out  and 
then  filled  in  with  putty  or  cement. 

The  cost  of  performing  the  work  required  in  cementing  the  walls  is 
no  more  than  would  have  been  required  had  the  work  been  provided  for 
by  the  contracts,  since  the  tenders  would,  of  course,  have  been  pro- 
portionately higher  in  amount,  and  to  have  covered  the  whole  surface 
of  the  buildings  vdth  cement  would  have  occasioned  a  great  and  un- 
necessary outlay  of  money. 

The  arrangements  for  the  construction  of  the  fixtures  and  fittings  of 
the  several  houses  have  constituted  an  important  and  very  troublesome 
part  of  my  duties  during  the  past  year.  The  particulars  for  these  works 
have  been  prepared  for  each  workhouse  in  progress ;  the  fixtures  con- 
sisting of  the  boilers,  grates,  stoves,  dressers,  water-works,  &c.,  are  now 
executed,  or  in  course  of  execution,  at  101  of  the  workhouses  ;  and  the 
fittings,  consisting  of  moveable  articles,  as  the  bedsteads,  tables,  and 
forms  for  the  paupers'  rooms,  are  completed  or  in  progress  of  completion 
at  81  of  the  workhouses.  These  works  have  been  performed  in  accord- 
ance with  the  arrangements  adverted  to  in  my  Report  of  last  year,* 
namely,  by  employing  the  contractor  for  the  building  to  execute  the 
several  fixtures,  subject  to  the  valuation  of  the  architect  of  the  Poor  Law 
Commissioners  for  the  time  being,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  works 
executed  in  addition  to  those  provided  for  by  the  contract.  The  same 
arrangement  has  been  made  in  respect  to  the  execution  of  the  fittings, 
except  where  the  Boards  of  Guardians  have  desired  to  advertise  for  local 
tenders ;  in  all  such  cases  the  particulars  of  the  fittings  required  have 
been  supplied  from  the  office  to  the  clerks  of  the  respective  Boards  of 
Guardians,  and,  when  executed,  the  articles  have  been  examined  by 
myself  or  one  of  my  assistants. 

The  number  of  Unions  in  which  the  Guardians  have  preferred  making 
local  contracts  for  the  fittings  is  only  33.  The  majority  of  the  Boards 
have  preferred  leaving  these  articles  to  be  executed  by  the  contractor  for 
the  building,  under  the  direction  of  your  architect,  and  the  result  of  the 
tenders  obtained  in  those  Unions  where  they  have  been  advertised  for 
confirms  the  superiority  of  the  arrangement  for  employing  the  building 
contractor.  In  some  instances  where  the  Guardians  advertised  for 
tenders  none  were  received ;  in  others,  the  amount  of  the  tenders  was 
not  satisfactory,  and  in  these  cases  the  building  contractor  was  after- 
wards employed  to  perform  the  work  at  the  valuation  prices ;  and  after 
*  Annual  Report,  1841,  Appundix  D,  No.  1. 
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much  loss  of  time  the  Commissioners  were  requested  to  complete  the 
arrangements  accordingly. 

In  some  other  Unions  where  the  amount  of  the  tenders  has  been 
advantageous,  the  arrangements  made  by  the  Guardians  for  their  execu- 
tion have  caused  very  considerable  delay ;  and  although  I  think  it 
desirable  to  obtain  these  minor  works  from  local  tradesmen,  where  they 
can  be  properly  executed,  I  am  very  doubtful  whether,  on  the  whole,  any 
advantage  has  been  gained  by  submitting  them  to  public  competition,  the 
price  allowed  by  valuation  being  no  more  than '  a  fair  and  moderate  re- 
muneration for  the  work  :  this  view  is  further  confirmed  by  the  general 
average  amount  of  the  local  tenders  received  for  the  execution  of  these 
works  in  the  respective  Unions. 

Several  of  the  contracts  for  fittings,  entered  into  by  the  Guardians,  are 
at  prices  below  those  allowed  by  my  valuation,  some  of  the  tenders  being 
for  less  even  than  the  actual  cost  of  the  work.  The  articles  that  have 
been  supplied  are,  in  some  instances,  satisfactory,  but  in  general  chey  are 
the  reverse.  The  timber  having  been  bought  for  the  occasion,  and  im- 
mediately worked  up,  is  necessarily  unseasoned  ;  and  it  is  on  this  account 
chiefly  that  I  think  the  employment  of  the  building  contractor  in  most 
cases  is  likely  to  insure  the  better  execution  of  the  articles,  and  to  be 
attended  with  greater  advantage  to  the  Union. 

With  respect  to  the  fixtures,  in  the  few  instances  where  the  con- 
tractors have  refused  to  provide  them,  or  where  it  has  not  been  deemed 
proper  to  intrust  the  contractor  with  the  work,  contracts  have  been 
entered  into  by  pubhc  tender,  and  the  result  has  been  uniformly  un- 
satisfactory, and  the  inconveniences  originally  apprehended  (as  stated  in 
my  report  of  last  year)  from  employing  other  persons  than  the  building 
contractors  for  this  work  have  ensued.  Difficulties  have  arisen  in  the 
formation  of  the  connecting  flues  of  the  boilers,  or  in  the  proper  execution 
of  the  brickwork  ;  and  the  actual  cost  has  been,  in  such  instances,  greater 
than  in  those  houses  where  the  fixtures  have  been  obtained  from  the 
contractor  and  paid  for  by  valuation,  the  cost  of  the  work  being  in  general 
easily  ascertained,  and  the  prices  allowed  giving  but  a  fair  and  moderate 
profit  on  the  prime  cost  of  the  work. 

The  course  at  first  proposed  to  be  pursued  for  the  execution  of  the 
fixtures  and  fittings  was  to  make  contracts  with  the  several  workhouse 
contractors,  and  estimates  were  applied  for ;  but  it  was  found  that,  iu  the 
absence  of  competition,  no  arrangement  could  be  made  which  would  be 
so  economical  or  so  satisfactory  to  all  parties  as  that  of  paying  for  the 
articles  according  to  measure  and  value.  This  arrangement  has  therefore 
been  continued,  with  the  sanction  of  your  Board,  as  being  the  best  for 
insuring  the  proper  execution  of  the  work  at  the  most  economical  cost; 
and  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  it  would  have  been  useless  to  advertise 
for  tenders  for  the  construction  of  the  boilers,  stoves,  or  lead  works,  &c., 
in  most  of  the  Unions,  the  articles  being  such  as  small  tradesmen  (if  they 
had  proposed  at  all)  could  not  have  provided  with  advantage.  In  the 
maiority  of  the  Unions  it  has  been  necessary  for  the  contractors  to  bring 
plumbers  from  considerable  distances,  at  high  wages,  to  execute  the 

^^^Tlie  importance  of  obtaining  an  adequate  supply  of  water  for  the 
several  workhouses  has  occupied  my  attention.  In  some  ol  the  Unions 
the  wells  which  have  been  sunk  for  this  purpose  have  sooner  or  later, 
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after  the  occupation  of  the  building,  been  found  not  to  yield  the  required 
supply,  owing  either  to  the  entire  failure  of  the  water  or  to  the  decreased 
strength  of  the  springs. 

In  nearly  all  these  cases  it  was  expected,  from  tests  carefully  applied 
prior  to  the  completion  of  the  walling  of  the  well  and  the  fixmg  of  the 
pump,  that  a  sufficient  supply  of  water  would  be  obtamed.  The  we  Is  of 
Ca«hel  Gort  and  Mallow  Unions  are  those  which  require  deeper  sinking, 
which  is  now  in  progress.  The  depths  to  which  tliese  wells  have  already 
been  sunk  are  as  follows  :— Cashel,  88  ft.  6  in. ;  Gort,  19  ft. ;  Mallow, 

45ft.  6  in.  ,         1     1  1  J 

The  wells  at  Limerick  and  Tipperary  have  also  been  sunk  deeper 
since  the  occupation  of  the  buildings  ;  and  it  is  proposed  to  increase  the 
depth  of  the  wells  at  Ballinasloe  and  Celbndge. 

At  some  of  the  workhouses  a  second  well  has  been  sunk  for  greater 
convenience  and  for  increasing  the  supply  of  water  to  the  establishment. 
I  think  it  very  desirable  that  this  course  should  be  followed  in  several  of 
the  other  Unions,  and  that  instead  of  the  expensive  machinery  of  a  pump 
and  pipes,  with  all  its  liabilities  to  derangement,  a  draw  well  and  bucket 
only  should  be  used,  as  has  been  adopted  at  Fermoy ;  and  I  have  no 
doubt  that,  in  most  instances,  the  paupers  of  the  establishment  will  be 
found  able  to  do  a  great  portion  of  the  work  that  will  be  required  for 

sinking  the  well.  r   i    ■  • 

Where  the  building  sites  have  presented  the  means  of  obtaining  a 
supply  of  water  from  surface  springs,  it  has  been  conveyed  in  lead  pipes 
to  the  building  in  preference  to  sinking  a  well ;  and  a  pump  is  unneces- 
sary where  the  elevation  of  the  spring  is  sufficient  to  command  the 
height  of  the  cistern  required  for  receiving  the  supply.  Where  the  spring 
is  at  too  low  a  level  the  water  is  conveyed  by  a  pipe  to  a  reservoir,  and  a 
pump  is  then  used,  as  in  cases  where  the  water  is  obtained  from  a  well. 

The  Unions  in  which  the  water  has  been  obtained  from  surface  springs 
are  Gortin,  Strabane,  Ballycastle,  Castlederg,  and  Abbeyleix.  At  Sligo 
provision  was  made  on  the  purchase  of  the  site  for  the  right  of  conveying 
water  from  an  adjoining  water-course,  if  necessary,  at  any  time  j-  but 
this  arrangement  has  not  yet  been  carried  out,  the  expense  of  sinking  a 
well  being  much  less,  and  an  abundant  supply  of  good  water  having 
been  obtained  from  a  well  of  only  22  feet  in  depth. 

Although  I  am  of  opinion  that  two  wells  may  be  necessary  in  many 
establishments,  both  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  greater  supply  of 
water  and  for  obviating  the  inconvenience  which  arises  from  any  de- 
rangement of  the  machinery  of  the  pump,  I  am  doubtful  whether  the 
second  well  would  be  always  successful  in  those  rock  formations  where 
the  water  flows  freely  at  uniform  levels,  for,  in  such  case,  the  one  would 
often  tend  to  exhaust  the  other. 

In  proof  that  one  good  well  may  be  sufficient  to  meet  the  wants  of 
any  of  the  workhouses,  in  connexion  with  the  rain-water  tanks  which 
have  been  formed  in  such  cases,  I  may  refer  to  the  Cork  workhouse,  for 
2000  inmates,  where  a  new  well  has  been  sunk  to  the  depth  of  32  feet. 
This  well,  during  the  late  dry  weather,  has  exclusively  supplied  all  the 
wants  of  the  establishment,  being  used  for  all  the  culinary  purposes  in 
the  kitchens,  both  of  the  general  building  and  the  hospitals,  for  the 
washhouse,  for  washing  the  floors  of  the  house,  and  for  supplying  the 
pipes  and  cocks  in  the  different  yards,  where  the  water  is  nearly  always 
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running.  The  consumption  for  these  purposes  has  been  not  less  than 
4540  gallons  per  diem  on  an  average,  making  31,780  gallons  per  week, 
of  which  1*750  gallons  per  diem  for  five  days  in  the  week  are  used  in 
the  large  washhouse,  and  270  gallons  per  diem  for  three  days  in  the 
week  in  the  hospital  washhouse ;  yet,  with  the  exception  of  the  late  dry 
weather,  the  rain-water  tanks  have  always  supplied  sufficient  water  for 
the  washhouse  purposes. 

I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  state  that  in  no  instances  is  it  to  be  appre- 
hended that  the  building  sites  will  be  deficient  in  a  supply  of  water.  In 
respect  to  the  wells  above  referred  to  as  deficient,  I  entertain  no  doubt 
that  by  sinking  a  few  additional  feet  in  depth  an  abundant  supply  will 
be  obtained.  The  only  instance  in  which  any  serious  doubt  arose  was 
at  the  Dungaiinon  Union,  where  a  sinking  was  made  to  the  depth  of 
161  feet;  but  I  am  able  to  report  that  a  sufficient  and  satisfactory  sup- 
ply has  now  been  obtained. 

After  the  occupation  of  the  workhouse,  the  attention  of  the  master  is 
necessarily  required  to  remedy  any  little  defects  or  accidents  that  must 
frequently  arise  in  such  large  establishments  from  the  wear  and  tear  of 
the  work  ;  but  among  the  majority  of  the  masters  there  appears  hitherto 
to  have  been  a  great  want  of  attention  to  these  matters.  What  I  more 
particularly  allude  to  is  the  oiling  and  repairing  of  the  locks,  hinges,  &c., 
the  repair  of  a  broken  slate  or  a  pane  of  glass,  and  attention  to  the  drains, 
pump,  &c.  To  call  their  more  immediate  attention  to  these  matters, 
and  to  explain  what  is  required  of  them  to  keep  the  works  in  order, 
I  have  prepared  some  printed  instructions,  which  are  annexed  hereto. 

As  may  be  expected,  the  pumps  are,  from  their  great  and  constant 
use,  liable  to  be  frequently  out  of  order,  and  therefore  require  constant 
attention  ;  the  loosening  of  a  bolt  or  screw,  or  the  accidental  entrance 
of  a  particle  of  sand  or  gravel,  may  interrupt  the  working  of  the  whole 
machinery.  The  expense  of  immediately  repairing  these  and  similar 
defects  will  generally  be  very  trifling,  and  under  the  directions  of  an 
intelligent  master  will  rarely  occasion  the  necessity  of  employing  a  person 
out  of  the  establishment ;  but  defects  of  this  kind  are  too  often  left  with- 
out remedy,  and  are  reported  to  the  Board  of  Guardians,  who  pass  con- 
demnatory resolutions  thereon  accordingly. 

On  the  whole,  the  construction  of  the  pumps  has  been  satisfactory, 
they  having  received  considerable  attention ;  and  those  manufacturers 
who  are  considered  to  have  succeeded  in  making  the  best  articles  have 
been  recommended  to  the  contractor  for  employment;  and  it  is  his 
interest  to  obtain  the  best  article,  since  any  deficiency  that  toay  discover 
itself  after  the  pump  is  in  use,  entails  upon  the  contractor  the  expense  of 
remedying  it,  and  of  providing  another  if  necessary. 

An  important  branch  of  the  duties  which  I  have  been  called  upon  to 
attend  to  during  the  past  year  has  been  the  examination  and  settlement 
of  the  accounts  of  the  contractors  for  building  the  several  workhouses. 

On  the  completion  of  the  building,  the  contractor  submits  his  account 
for  the  works  executed  by  him  in  addition  to  those  provided  for  by  the 
contract.  These  works  consist  of  the  fixtures  and  fittings  required  in 
the  building,  and  which  are,  in  almost  all  cases,  undertaken  by  the  con- 
tractors on  the  terms  already  mentioned.  The  extra  walling  which  may 
have  been  necessary  in  the  foundations  is  also  charged  for ;  the  contracts 
having  provided  for  a  limited  depth,  and  on  the  completion  of  the  build- 
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iiig  the  value  of  the  work  in  the  foundations  is  determined  on,  as  being- 
cither  more  or  less  than  the  quantity  stipulated  for  by  the  contract. 

Other  works  which  have  fornred  items  in  most  of  the  additional 
accounts  are  the  alterations  of  the  floors  of  the  dormitories  for  the  con- 
struction of  sleeping  platforms,  in  accordance  with  the  arrangements 
explained  in  my  Report  of  last  year ;  this,  however,  only  occurs  in  the 
cases  of  those  buildings  which  were  contracted  for  previously  to  the 
adoption  of  the  sleeping  platforms.  There  are  also  charges  for  other 
alterations  and  additions  of  a  minor  description,  which  have  been  intro- 
duced during  the  progress  of  the  works,  for  the  greater  convenience  and 
accommodation  of  the  establishment;  and  in  several  of  the  houses 
additional  works  have  been  executed  at  the  request  of  the  Board  of 
Guardians. 

The  contract  in  all  cases  provides  that  the  allowance  or  amount  to 
which  the  contractor  is  entitled  for  such  additional  works,  as  well  as  any 
deductions  to  be  made  from  his  account,  shall  be  ascertained  and  awarded 
by  the  architect  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  for  the  time  being. 

I  regret  that,  in  the  discharge  of  this  onerous  duty,  considerable  diffi- 
culty has  been  experienced  in  satisfying  the  Boards  of  Guardians  on  the 
one  hand,  and  the  respective  contractors  on  the  other.  The  following 
statement  will  show  the  course  which  has  been  invariably  pursued,  with 
the  view  of  arriving  at  a  just  and  equitable  settlement : — 

The  accounts,  after  being  received  from  the  contractors,  are  put  in  a 
course  of  examination  by  referring  them,  in  most  cases,  to  the  respective 
clerks  of  works,  under  whose  inspection  the  work  has  been  performed, 
and  in  each  case  his  observations  in  writing  are  required  on  any  of  the 
items  appearing  to  call  for  remark.  They  are  then,  in  due  course,  exa- 
mined ;  first,  to  ascertain  whether  any  of  the  items  charged  as  extra 
belong  to  the  contract ;  secondly,  with  reference  to  the  quantities  of  the 
several  items ;  and  finally,  with  regard  to  the  prices  that  are  charged. 
When  the  accounts  have  been  thus  examined,  the  several  reductions  that 
are  proposed  to  be  made  in  them  are  entered  on  the  margin,  and  the 
contractor's  objections  to  such  reductions  are  then  obtained  and  consi- 
dered, before  a  decision  is  finally  come  to. 

The  general  uniformity  of  the  buildings  renders  it  comparatively  easy 
to  ascertain  whether  any  of  the  works  charged  as  extra  belong  to  the 
contract. 

In  determining  the  accuracy  of  the  quantities  charged,  calculations 
are  made  from  the  dimensions  of  the  work,  systematically  taken  during 
its  progress,  and  measurements  are  afterwards  made  at  the  building 
wherever  it  is  deemed  necessary. 

The  next  step  in  the  examination  of  the  accounts,  namely,  as  to  the 
prices,  is  that  which  may  appear  to  present  the  greatest  difficulty. 

With  the  exception  of  the  materials  obtained  in  the  localities,  such  as 
stone,  bricks,  lime,  and  sand,  and  the  variations  in  the  carriage  of  timber 
and  articles  of  that  kind,  there  is  so  much  of  uniformity  in  the  nature  of 
the  works  comprised  in  all  tlie  additional  accounts,  that  their  fair  value 
(so  repeatedly  under  consideration)  is  easily  and  accurately  ascertained. 

As  regards  the  local  materials,  a  course  has  been  pursued,  from  the 
commencement  of  the  buildings,  for  ascertaining  the  prices  in  all  parts 
of  Ireland.     Information  has  been,  from  time  to  time,  collected  and 
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recorded  of  the  cost  of  the  materials  in  their  original  state,  the  expense  of 
carriage,  cost  of  working,  customary  local  prices  for  finished  works,  and 
full  information  to  enable  the  calculations  to  be  made  in  detail,  for  deter- 
mining the  prices  to  which  the  contractors  are  severally  entitled.  No 
arbitrary  amount  or  gross  sum  is  in  any  case  awarded,  but  the  account 
is  adjusted  by  careful  calculation  on  the  several  items,  and  their  aggre- 
gate, as  so  examined,  is  the  amount  certified,  and  the  data  on  which  the 
several  calculations  are  founded  are  made  matters  of  record. 

After  the  amount  due  to  the  respective  contractors  has  been  adjusted, 
they  have,  in  several  instances,  objected  to  the  reductions  which  have 
been  made,  but  without  being  in  any  instance  able  to  show  any  reason- 
able or  satisfactory  grounds  for  disturbing  the  amount  so  awarded.  In 
addition  to  the  explanation  I  have  given  above  of  the  course  pursued,  I 
beg  to  state  that  I  believe  there  are  no  accounts  which  are  on  the  whole 
more  carefully  examined  or  more  equitably  adjusted,  the  intention  being 
to  allow,  in  every  case,  a  fair  and  reasonable  remuneration  for  the  works 
performed. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that,  after  the  accounts  are  thus  adjusted  and  laid 
before  your  Board,  considerable  delay  has  in  several  instances  occurred 
in  obtaining  the  sums  required  for  their  payment,  owing  to  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Act,  which  render  it  necessary  that  the 
respective  Boards  of  Guardians  should  make  application  for  the  further 
loan  where  the  amount  originally  provided  for  these  contingent  and  addi- 
tional works  has  been  exceeded. 

When  the  accounts  are  thus  laid  before  the  respective  Boards  of 
Guardians,  they  are  always  accompanied  with  full  explanations  of  the 
particulars ;  and  the  account  itself  shows  in  detail  the  items  of  the  works 
performed  and  the  prices  allowed.  At  the  same  time  your  Board  also 
lays  before  the  ^Guardians  a  statement  of  the  original  loan,  showing  in 
detail  the  entire  expenditure. 

Every  possible  exertion  has  been  made  for  bringing  the  accounts, 
when  furnished,  to  a  close  as  early  as  practicable.  Those  first  received 
necessarily  occupied  a  much  longer  time  in  their  examination  than  the 
accounts  furnished  more  recently,  inasmuch  as  there  were  fewer  data  to 
go  upon,  and  it  was  necessary  to  make  calculations  which,  from  the  uni- 
formity of  the  works  generally,  are  available  in  the  examination  of 
accounts  subsequently  received. 

Of  the  81  Unions  of  which  the  workhouses  have  been  declared  fit  fur 
occupation,  56  accounts  have  been  received;  and  of  these,  32  have  been 
closed,  and  the  remaining  24  are  in  course  of  examination  and  will  be 
brought  to  a  close  as  speedily  as  the  time  which  is  necessarily  required 
for  their  minute  examination  will  permit. 

In  those  cases  in  which  the  original  loan  has  been  found  sufficient  for 
the  payment  of  the  contractor's  claims,  the  amount,  when  certified  as 
above,  has  been  forthwith  paid  to  them.  In  some  of  tiie  other  cases, 
additional  loans  have  been  applied  for  and  obtained  by  the  Guardians, 
and  the  contractors  have  then  also  been  paid  in  regular  course ;  but  in 
other  cases  there  has  been  considerable  delay  on  the  part  of  the  Guar- 
dians in  applying  for  the  money,  although  in  every  instance  the  neces- 
sary steps  have  been  promptly  taken  by  the  Commissioners  for  pro- 
curing the  balance  due  to  the  contractors. 
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Owing  to  the  number  of  houses  now  completed,  a  considerable 
reduction  has  been  made  in  the  number  of  clerl<s  of  works ;  the  number 
at  present  employed  is  54. 

In  the  appointments  which  I  have  of  late  recommended  to  your 
Board,  my  practice  has  uniformly  been  to  select  those  clerks  of  works 
who  had  been  found  to  perform  their  duty  the  most  satisfactorily,  there 
being  considerable  advantage  in  continuing  the  employment  of  those 
who  have  gained  experience  in  the  erection  of  the  workhouses. 

On  the  whole,  I  have  reason  to  speak  with  satisfaction  of  the  efficient 
manner  in  which  the  clerks  of  works  have  discharged  their  duties.  In 
the  number  which  it  has  been  necessary  to  employ  in  this  capacity,  there 
has,  as  a  matter  of  course,  been  considerable  difference  with  regard  to 
their  qualifications;  but  every  care  has  been  taken  to  select  the  best,  and 
those  only  have  been  employed  who  possessed  satisfactory  testimonials 
as  to  their  fitness  for  the  duties ;  and  when  it  was  found  that  the  com- 
pletion of  buildings  has  disengaged  clerks  of  works  of  superior  qualifica- 
tions, arrangements  have  been  made,  as  far  as  was  practicable  and 
consistent  with  a  due  regard  to  the  interests  of  the  parties,  for  exchanging 
them  for  others. 

In  order  to  secure  close  attention  to  their  duties  on  the  part  of  the 
respective  clerks  of  works,  they  have  been  required  to  make  weekly 
reports  of  the  state  and  progress  of  the  works,  the  number  of  men 
employed,  the  state  of  the  weather,  cause  of  interruptions,  &c.,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  arrangements  explained  in  the  Appendix  to  the  Annual 
Report  of  the  Commissioners  for  1839 ;  and  they  are  under  frequent 
inspection  at  unexpected  periods  by  assistant  architects,  occupied  solely 
in  inspecting  the  different  buildings,  as  well  as  by  myself,  the  greater 
part  of  my  time  being  thus  occupied. 

The  increased  number  of  houses  which  has  been  in  progress  during 
the  past  year  has  rendered  it  necessary  to  increase  the  number  of  my 
assistants,  for  the  purpose  of  the  due  inspection  of  the  diflPerent  work- 
houses, and  of  attending  to  the  numerous  references  made  by  many  of 
the  Boards  of  Guardians  on  subjects  connected  with  the  buildings, 
whether  finished  or  unfinished.  This  duty  is  in  no  respect  lightened  at 
present,  and  will  require  continued  attention  for  some  time  to  come. 

In  respect  to  the  drawing  department  of  the  office,  I  beg  to  state  that 
the  several  contract  and  working  drawings  have  been  completed  for  all 
the  buildings ;  the  extent  of  work  in  the  preparation  of  these  drawings 
alone  has  been  very  considerable,  no  less  than  5200  sheets  of  large 
drawings  having  been  prepared.  Many  sets  of  drawings  have  been  pre- 
pared and  transmitted  under  the  seal  of  the  Commission  to  the  Boards 
of  Guardians,  to  be  deposited  in  the  charge  of  the  clerk  of  the  Union,  in 
pursuance  of  the  36th  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Act. 

Plans  of  the  drains  of  the  several  buildings  have  been  prepared  and 
sent  to  the  clerks  of  the  respective  Boards  of  Guardians  of  41  of  those 
Unions  where  the  workhouses  have  been  declared  fit  for  occupation, 
with  a  letter  of  instructions  on  the  subject,  to  be  framed  and  placed  in 
the  Board-room  for  the  use  of  the  workhouse  master  and  others. — (See 
instructions  on  this  and  other  points  appended  to  this  Report.) 

The  amount  of  business  in  the  drawing  department  at  the  present 
time  is,  nevertheless,  almost  as  great  as  it  ever  has  been,  and  consists 
chiefly  in  the  preparation  of  the  drawings  and  particulars  of  the  fittings 
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and  fixtures  for  the  houses  not  yet  supphed  with  them,  the  plans  of  the 
drains,  the  plans  and  drawings  of  the  buildings,  and  the  preparation  of 
plans  and  drawings  for  minor  works  and  additions  to  the  buildings  in 
many  Unions. 

I  have  the  honour,  &c., 
George  Wilkinson, 
To  Architect  to  the  Poor  Law  Commission. 

The  Poor  Law  Commissioners, 

^■C,  8fC.  (^T. 


Annex  No.  1. 

Instructions  issued  to  the  Clerks  of  the  Works,  on  their  Appointment, 

relating  to  their  Duties. 

To  give  inspection  to  the  building  at  all  working  hour?,  and  act 
throughout  in  accordance  with  the  specification  and  the  general  clauses 
thereof,  and  see  the  same  carried  out  in  the  construction  of  the  works, 
according  to  their  full  extent  and  meaning,  without  any  alteration  or 
variation  either  of  the  plans  or  specification,  except  where  directed  in 
writing  by  the  architect  to  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners, 

To  take  charge  of  all  drawings,  letters,  and  other  papers,  or  articles  re- 
ceived, and  to  preserve  the  same  (for  the  purpose  of  being  returned)  ;  and 
to  register  the  receipt  of  everything  in  the  general  entries  of  the  week,  in 
which  is  also  to  be  inserted  the  names  of  persons  who  have  visited  the 
building,  and  all  other  particulars. 

Every  attention  to  be  paid  to  the  Guardians  of  the  Union,  or  any  gen- 
tlemen brought  with  them,  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting  the  building,  and 
to  show  and  explain  to  them,  if  required,  the  several  plans  ;  and  to  have 
all  vagrants  or  disorderly  persons  kept  away  from  the  works. 

To  take  account  daily  of  the  number  of  men  employed  on  the  works,  and 
fill  up  the  other  information  required  in  the  prepared  form,  a  duplicate  of 
which  is  supplied,  for  the  purpose  of  being  copied  and  forwarded  on  the 
Saturday  night  of  every  fortnight  to  the  othce  in  Dublin,  as  directed,  ac- 
companied by  an  enclosed  letter  when  any  matter  requires  answer. 

The  clerk  of  works  to  measure  all  the  rooms,  walls,  and  openings,  and 
assist  in  laying  out  the  building;  to  take  account  of  the  nature  of  the  soil 
in  the  foundations  of  the  several  parts,  the  depths  of  the  same,  and  where 
carried  beyond  the  specified  dimensions  to  note  the  occasion  thereof :  to 
make  a  plan  consisting  of  single  lines  only,  for  the  purpose  of  figuring 
thereon  the  depths  of  the  different  walls,  beine  the  most  clear  and  familiar 
way  of  describing  the  various  depths  to  which  the  several  walls  are 
carried. 

Where  the  ground  slopes  the  foundations  are  to  be  constructed  on  a 
level  surface,  by  means  of  successive  steppings  of  about  10  feet  lengths 
(or  varying  according  to  the  uniformity  of  the  soil)  when  the  rise  is  con- 
siderable. 

To  make  a  plan  of  the  drainage,  according  to  the  fall  of  ground  and  the 
means  of  carrying  off  the  waste  waters,  and  to  forward  the  same,  with  the 
levels  described,  for  the  architect's  examination  and  approval. 

To  take  account  of  the  depth  of  well,  the  strata  passed  through,  the 
depth  of  water,  and  the  means  taken  to  ascertain  the  sufficiency  of  sl)ppI\^ 

When  it  appears  to  the  clerk  of  works  that  an  error  in  detail  exists  in 
either  the  plans  or  specification,  or  where  it  appears  reasonable  to  him  to 
represent  what  appears  an  advantageous  alteration  in  the  detail  or  con- 
'struction,  arising  from  the  nature  of  the  site  or  other  causes,  the  same 
should  be  staled  in  writing  to  the  architect  for  his  consideration. 
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The  attention  of  the  clerk  of  works  is  particularly  to  l)e  directed  to  the 

following: —  .  . 

The  carefnl  examination  of  the  foundations  for  receiving  the  walhng 
which  should  be  ascertained  to  be,  in  his  judgment,  very  firm,  and  the 
walls  not  carried  deeper  than  necessary  ;  the  trenches  to  be  kept  quite  dry, 
by  means  of  sinking  surface  drains  with  a  good  fail,  and  when  these  are 
filled  up  it  will  be  well  to  make  a  layer  of  large  stones  at  bottom,  as  to 
field  drains,  which  will  be  the  means  of  hereafter  keeping  the  foundations 
dry  •  where  sand  or  loose  materials  occur,  the  trenches  to  be  soon  filled  in 
and'rammed,  in  all  cases  very  solid,  and  repeatedly  while  filling  in :  where 
the  walls  are  built  on  a  rock  it  will  be  well  to  allow  them  to  dry  before 
filling  in,  taking  care  to  keep  the  trenches  dry;  surface  drains  to  be 
always  attended  to  for  keeping  the  ground  dry,  and  removing  all  lodgments 
of  water.  Except  on  a  rock,  the  first  layer  of  stones  particularly  to  be 
those  selected  with  the  largest  and  flattest  beds.  Where  any  spring  or 
dampness  is  discovered  in  the  foundations  on  which  the  walls  are  built,  a 
frequent  layer  of  coal  ashes  or  slates,  or  one  layer  of  slates  level  with  the 
ground,  will  be  advantageous,  to  prevent  the  dampness  rising  in  the  walls. 
As  the  walls  advance  in  height  the  smaller  sized  stones  to  be  used,  and  no 
very  large  stones  to  be  put  in  any  of  the  walls,  taking  care  that  moderately 
small  ones  are  constantly  used,  and  all  large  ones  broken,  except  the 
thorough  or  bond  stones,  which  should  be  those  with  the  best  fiat  surfaces 
to  the  top  and  bottom  beds. 

In  the  construction  of  the  flues  great  care  will  be  necessary  to  have 
them  carried  up  of  uniform  size,  and  smoothly  finished  ;  a  good  plan  is  to 
have  a  box  rim,  about  six  inches  high,  of  the  size  of  llie  flue,  curried  up 
continually  with  the  work,  which  will  keep  all  angles  and  turnings  the 
same  size.  It  is  necessary  to  see  the  directions  in  the  specification  attended 
to  for  the  prevention  of  accident  by  fire. 

The  windows  and  door-frames  being  carried  up  with  the  work,  will 
require  great  care  in  having  the  stonework  closely  bedded  behind  them  ; 
and,  in  the  construction  of  the  angles  to  all  openings,  great  attention  to 
the  frequent  use  of  the  plumb  rules  will  be  necessary. 

Too  much  care  cannot  be  given  to  the  compounding  the  mortar  with 
proper  materials,  and  more  particularly  to  prevent  too  much  water  and  too 
little  labour  in  beating  it  together. 

In  framing  the  timbers  to  see  that  the  mortices  are  cut  true  and  clean, 
and  every  scantling  strongly  nailed,  of  full  size,  of  good  quality,  and  the 
floor  boards  not  used  unless  well  seasoned ;  very  minute  attention  to  be 
given  to  every  detail  in  the  construction  of  the  dormer  windows,  both  in 
the  laying  the  lead  and  the  securing  the  slates,  which  should  be  doubly 
nailed,  and  every  part  closely  inspected. 

The  weight  of  lead  can  be  ascertained  by  scales  or  otherwise. 

In  the  mortar  floors  much  attention  must  be  given  to  the  ramming  the 
earth,  and  the  dry  materials  laid  on  it,  as  well  as  to  protection  while 
drying:  it  is  important  that  the  whole  of  the  paving  and  pitching  is  laid 
on  well-rammed  hard  surfnces. 

To  be  particular  in  having  the  cement  filletings  carefully  constructed, 
and  protected  by  projecting  stones  or  courses,  and  when  cement  or  mortar 
work  is  used  on  the  roofs  to  avoid  its  being  washed  over  the  slates  by  rain 
or  otherwise  before  getting  dry. 

To  be  constantly  vigilant  in  preventing  the  workmen  filling  in  the  walls 
with  small  dry  stones  or  bad  materials,  in  getting  all  the  materials  soundly 
bedded,  and  no  improper  timber  or  other  work  covered  up,  and  in  all  cases 
to  be  satisfied  only  from  actual  inspection. 

Where  any  defective. work  occurs,  or  improper  materials  are  brought  on 
the  premises,  the  same  to  be  immediately  stated  to  the  workmen,  or  foreman, 
or  contractor ;  and  if  not  attended  to  or  removed,  a  written  notice  to  be 
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served  on  the  foreman  or  contractor,  regularly  dated  and  signed,  specifying 
the  matter  of  complaint,  and  a  copy  kept,  and  the  nature  of  the  notice  and 
the  serving  the  same  entered  in  the  register. 

Geo.  Wilkinson,  Architect. 


Annex  No.  2. 

Additional  Instructions  for  the  Clerk  of  Works  for  the  Construction  of  the 
several  Drains  and  Tanks.  {Prepared  to  accompany  the  Plan  of 
Drainage,  on  which  is  described  the  size  of  the  Drains.) 

Generally. 

The  ground  under  all  the  drains  tobewrell  rammed,  and  where  they  come 
over  new-made  ground  the  earth  to  have  sufficient  time  for  settlement  and 
considerable  ramming.  Where  gateways  or  roadways  pass  over  the  drains 
their  construction  will  require  particular  attention. 

In  executing  all  tanks,  drains,  &c.,  great  attention  must  be  given  to 
shore  up  and  keep  the  surrounding  ground  from  falling  in,  and  also  that 
the  tilhng  at  back  of  work  is  made  very  solid. 

Where  drains  pass  though  a  porous  and  loose  soil,  it  will  be  proper  to 
take  the  additional  precaution  of  puddling  with  clay  near  the  buildings. 
When  openings  are  left  through  walls  for  drains  to  pass  through,  they 
should  be  sufHeiently  large  to  allow  for  any  settlement  of  the  materials 
•while  the  walls  are  being  carried  up. 

Fall  of  Drains. 

All  drains  to  begin  within  about  six  inches  of  the  surface  so  as  to  allow 
the  greatest  fall.  Rain-water  drains  to  have  a  fall  not  less  than  in 
10  feet;  all  sharp  angles  to  be  avoided,  so  as  to  allow  a  free  and  easy 
current. 

Overflow  drains  to  have  a  fall  of  not  less  than  in  10  feet. 

Main  drains  to  have  a  fall  of  not  less  than  in  10  feet. 

All  overflow  drains  leading  from  cesspools  to  be  kept  as  high  in  the 
cesspool  as  practicable,  and  to  have  cast-iron  cross  gratings  with  bars  one 
and  a  half  inches  apart,  and  the  ends  of  all  main  drains  to  have  cast-iron 
gratings  to  keep  out  vermin,  but  to  be  constructed  with  frame,  &c.,  so  as 
to  allow  drains  to  be  cleaned. 

Cleaning  Drains. 

To  make  a  provision  by  covering  drains  with  large  flat  stones  in  con- 
venient places,  to  allow  their  beiiig  cleaned  out ;  and  these  should  be  pro- 
vided at  the  side-wall  of  all  the  buildings  where  drains  run  through  the 
house,  so  as  to  prevent  disturbance. 

All  drains  to  have  a  bottom  t'tnmed  with  flags,  stones,  bricks,  or  tiles, 
closely  jointed. 

Surface  channels,  where  formed,  are  to  be  constructed  with  close-bedded 
stones  and  rammed. 

The  rain-water  down  stacks  will  require  to  have  the  shoots  discharging 
into  the  drains,  and  consequently  carried  below  the  surface  of  the  yards; 
and,  in  all  cases,  the  materials  will  require  to  be  most  carefully  put  together 
where  the  water  first  discharges  from  the  stack  into  the  drains. 

No  bricks  bat  the  very  best  are  to  be  used  ;  and  if  there  are  no  good 
ones  in  the  neighbourhood,  it  is  no  excuse  for  bad  ones  being  used,  proper 
materials  must  be  obtained  under  any  circumstances,  no  matter  how 
distant. 

The  cast-iron  rain-water  gutters,  or  eaves,  will  require  the  strongest  and 
most  secure  fastenings,  to  prevent  injury  from  tempestuous  weather  or 
weight  of  snow  in  lodgments  :  they  will  require  to  be  laid  to  a  current  of 
not  less  than  in  10  feet.   The  heads  of  all  downstacks  will  want 


App.      No.  1.]  Progress  of  Workhouses  in  Ireland.  117 


fixing  with  care  so  as  to  prevent  overfliows,  and  each  head  to  have  the 
grating  specified,  securely  fixed. 

Previous  to  the  fixing  rain-water  pipes,  drains,  &c„  all  temporary  surface 
drains,  and  all  temporary  shoots  to  keep  the  building  and  ground  dry, 
should  be  provided,  and  no  water  from  the  down  pipes  to  be  allowed  to 
soak  info  walls  or  foundations  of  them. 
The  several  drains  to  be  constructed  according  to  their  size,  as  follows  : — 
Four  and  half  square  rain-water  drain  to  be  formed  with  brick  flat  tops 
and  bottoms,  and  brick  on  edge  sides.  The  joints  to  be  set  in  cement,  and 
the  bottom  layer  of  bricks  to  be  set  in  mortar,  or  in  puddled  clay,  and  the 
inside  of  all  square  drains  to  be  rendered  in  cement. 

Observations.  Where  the  bricks  are  less  in  length  than  eight  and  a 
half  inches,  brick  flat  tiles,  ten  or  twelve  inches  square,  are  to  be  used 
instead;  or  Carlow,  or  other  approved  flagging,  not  less  than  twelve 
inches  in  width.  When  flag  is  used,  it  should  be  either  jointed  or 
counter-flagged. 

Six-inch  drains  to  be  formed  as  last,  but  only  four  and  a  half  inches 
high. 

Nine-inch  diameter  circular  rain-water  drains  to  be  formed  with  brick- 
work four  and  a  half  inches  thick,  bedded  in  cement,  turned  on  a  wood 
cylinder  made  for  that  purpose,  the  inside  half  of  the  drain  to  be  rendered 
in  cement. 

Overflow  Drains. 

To  be  built  with  rubble  mortar  walls  not  less  than  fourteen  inches  thick ; 
the  tops  and  bottoms  to  be  covered  with  arched  stones  or  with  flagging. 

Rain-water  Tanks. 

To  be  constructed  with  brickwork  at  least  nine  inches  thick,  bedded  and 
rendered  in  cement,  and  backed  up  with  18-ineh  rubble  mortar  wall,  and 
puddled  at  the  back  with  clay  if  necessary.  The  brickwork  to  be  bonded 
to  the  rubble  mortar  wall  by  bonding  bricks  not  less  than  No.  4  to  every 
superficial  foot.  The  rain-water  tank  to  be  domed  over  with  14-inch 
brickwork,  leaving  manhole  (as  described  for  cesspools  in  the  specification) 
to  be  covered  with  a  flag  set  level  with  surface  of  yards,  with  two  strong 
rings  let  in  for  raising  it. 

In  forming  the  rain-water  tank,  a  curviform  or  inverted  arched  bottom 
will  be  necessary  in  all  situations  except  where  the  excavation  is  a  solid 
rock,  in  which  case  clay  puddling  below  level  floor  laid  with  brickwork  and 
cemented  will  be  sufficient. 

Cement. 

All  the  cement  used  to  be  fresh,  and  of  the  best  quality,  and  all  to  be 
tested  and  approved  before  being  used. 

Surfacing  of  Yards. 
In  forming  the  surface  of  yards  and  ground  adjoining  building,  great 
attention  is  to  be  given  to  the  fall,  and  the  materials  forming  the  surfacing 
(v/here  any  filling  is  required).  The  falls  to  the  cesspools  are  not  to  be 
less  than  specified,  but  they  may  frequently  be  more  with  advantage  to  the 
yards  where  the  ground  allows  them.  The  cesspools  to  receive  the  surface 
water  of  yards  being  placed  in  the  point  best  suited  to  the  falls  of  the 
ground. 

The  Clerk  of  the  Works  to  note  on  the  plan,  and  to  send  to  the 
Architect's  Office,  Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  "a  correct  plan  and 
particulars  of  any  additions  or  alterations  made  on  the  plan  of  drains,  if  any 
change  should  be  ordered  or  required,  in  order  that  a  correct  plan  of  the 
drainage  of  the  buildina;  may  be  preserved,  and  to  mark  the  position  of  the 
large  flat  stones  for  cleaning  drains. 

Geo.  Wilkinson,  Architect. 

K 
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Annex  No.  3, 

Instructions  for  the  Guidance  of  the  Master  of  the  Workhouse,  with 
reference  to  the  attention  required  to  be  given  to  the  Lochs,  Drains,  S^c, 
as  well  as  to  the  Building  generally. 

Locks,  Kkys,  Bolts,  &c. 

The  locks,  keys,  bolts,  &c.,  will  require  frequent  oiling.  In  the  event  of 
any  key  being  bent  or  injured  by  falling  on  the  ground,  or  otherwise,  it 
should  be  perfectly  rectified  before  being  again  placed  in  the  locks,  or  it 
will  alter  the  shape  of  the  wards  and  prevent  other  pass-keys  from  going 
properly  through  them. 

When  any  lock  is  injured,  or  found  to  be  defective,  it  should  at  once  be 
taken  oif  and  repaired ;  and  the  key  should  never  be  forced,  or  they  will 
become  misshapen,  and  will,  consequently,  injure  any  other  locks  they  may 
be  put  into.  There  are  generally  left  at  the  building  a  few  surplus  articles 
of  ironmongery,  to  be  used  where  accidents  occur  to  any  of  those  originally 
fixed. 

Boilers. 

To  prevent  any  injury  to  the  metal  boilers,  careful  instructions  will  be 
necessary  to  those  employed  in  the  use  of  them,  to  prevent  cold  water 
being  suddenly  put  into  them  when  they  are  empty  and  heated. 

Pumps  and  Wells. 
The  pumps  will  require  frequent  attention,  and  the  different  points  of 
friction  to  be  oiled  -/the  covering  of  the  well  to  be  occasionally  opened,  to 
allow  the  rods  and  work  below  the  surface  to  be  oiled,  or  otherwise  attended 
to  ;  the  cover  must  be  carefully  relaid  to  prevent  injury  from  the  water, 
which  would  otherwise  flow  into  the  well  from  the  yard. 

Cesspools,  Dkains. 

A  plan  of  the  drains  is  prepared  (and  intended  to  be  framed)  for  deposit 
at  the  building,  on  which  is  laid  down  the  exact  position  and  direction  of 
the  several  cesspools  and  drains. 

The  large  cesspools  will  occasionally  require  to  be  cleaned  out,  and  they 
are  provided  with  manholes  for  this  purpose.  The  drains  will  also  occa- 
sionally require  cleaning,  and  when  opened  for  this  purpose  great  care 
must  be  given  in  properly  covering  them  up  again.  a  P^^ 

Small  cesspools,  with  gratings  over  them,  are  placed  at  the  head  ot  the 
several  drains  in  the  yards,  workhouse,  and  kitchen,  and  these  are  intended 
to  catch  any  sediment  that  would  otherwise  wash  into  the  drains,  and  pro- 
bably soon  choke  them  :  these  cesspools  will,  therefore,  requne  to  be  occa- 
sionally cleaned  out,  and  all  rubbish  should  be  constantly  removed  from 
the  gratings. 

Rubbish,  such  as  ashes,  straw,  or  filth,  should  not  be  allowed  to  remain 
in  any  corner  or  portion  of  the  yards,  but  should  be  removed  every  morn- 
ing from  all  parts  of  the  building,  by  means  of  barrows,  to  a  place  outside 
the  building  appropriated  for  a  manure  yard;  and,  during  the  day,  all 
rubbish  or  filth  that  may  arise  should  be  collected  and  placed  in  barrows 

for  removal.  j    i  i 

The  neglect  of  the  above  instruction  will  cause  the  yards  to  De  con- 
tinually in  a  dirty  stale,  and  by  the  filth  being  washed  into  the  drains  will 

tend  to  derange  them.  r      ^,        a  r 

The  contractor  for  the  building  being  required  to  surface  the  yard  loi 
drainage  only,  the  general  finishing  of  the  yards  and  roads  around  the 
building  will  for  some  time  require  the  master's  attention  in  directing  me 
labour  of  the  paupers  employed  in  wheeling  and  breaking  stone,  in  order 
to  bring  the  yards  eventually  to  a  smooth,  clean,  and  hard  surface. 
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Chimneys. 

The  chimneys  will  require  to  be  swept  periodically,  and  the  interval 
should  not  exceed  four  months  during  the  use  of  fires. 

Roofs. 

Any  disorder  which  may  happen  to  Ihe  slating,  lead-work,  &c.,  should 
pe  properly  and  immediately  remedied  to  prevent  the  disorder  from 
mcreasmg;  and  it  will  be  necessary  that  proper  persons  should  be 
appointed  to  be  applied  to  for  the  repair,  &c.,  of  this  work,  as  occasion 
may  require. 

Windows. 

•  The  windows  will  require  constant  attention,  and  careful  instructions  will 
be  necessary  for  all  ward  masters,  and  others  to  whom  may  be  intrusted 
the  opening  and  closing  of  the  windows,  that  they  should  clo'^e  them 
securely,  in  order  to  prevent  them  being  broken  by  the  wind. 

LiME  Washing. 

The  building  will  be  required  to  be  whitewashed  at  frequent  intervals, 
ana  as  the  paupers  in  the  establishment  may  be  employed  therein  the 
master  must  take  care  that  the  walls  are  first  carefully  dusted,  and  in  mix- 
inff  the  lime-wash,  a  sufficient  proportion  of  tallow  be  used  to  nrevent  its 
rubbing  off. 

Generally.— A  number  of  minor  defects  will,  doubtless,  frequently 
vl!^""'/      '  ^"^''^y  attention,  be  able  to  repair  or 

n??hf^'~'"''  p  ''''  repair  of  the  pitching  in  the  yards,  the  earlhen  floors 
nnH,f '""k"";''.,  •'  """^.^^^  driving  a  nail  or  screw,  or  the  use  of  a  little 
putty,  which  the  master  can  easily  have  at  his  command,  the  building  may 
be  kept  in  very  efficnent  order,  which  cannot  be  the  case  if  these  minor 
JInri!?  ""^'^  neglected,  and  any  trifling  and  casual  defects  be  allowed  to 
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AUDIT  OF  UNION  ACCOUNTS, 
^■"t^^f  Accounts  of  the  South  Dublin  Union,  for  the 

in  the  Abstracts  '  "^P^'^'^'^^y  Statements  contained 

Report  by  Richard  Hall,  Esq.,  Assistant  Commissioner  and  Auditor 
Gentlemkn,  13,;,  September,  1841. 

h.u  i       accounts  of  the  South  Dublin  tjnion  for  thp 

o  v^u'tL'fo^'  25th  March,  1841,  being  completed,  I  hav  to' subiS 

uie  abstracts  which  have  been  laid  before  your  Board, 
the  nron.,  ^^'^  ^'"""^^^^  ^^^^^  been  all  presented  to  me  in 

a  a  S  on  t  T'  "f. "        ^''^^^^  "^^^'^^^le  to  your  clerk,  who  ha 

4.1(Settie'f2rrY"'"*T  ^^^tract,  Form 

becnVclicS  n  ?it\voTSouse  P^'"' '''''  P^^^'^"^ 
during  the  half-year  '^Z.        ' ,  greater  or  less  duration, 

the  ci^cuLtanc^er  mder  ^^eir  age,  sex,  and 

shows  tC  he  ^nmW  ^T^^'^act 

relieved  du^ii;!"^  ^^^^^  <^^<^ron,  who  have  been 

b       laii  year,  la  i^dO,  and  it  will  appear,  upon  further 
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investigation,  that  a  large  proportion  of  that  number  are  able-bodied  and 
young  women.    It  becomes,  therefore,  an  important  question,  whether 
_the  system  of  management  pursued  towards  females  in  the  workhouse 
"is  such  as  to  make  it  an  effective  test  of  destitution  in  their  case ;  or 
whether  the  mild  discipline,  the  absence  of  exposure  to  weather,  the 
sedentary  and  easy  work  in  which  most  of  them  are  engaged,  does  not 
render  their  condition  in  the  workhouse,  on  the  whole,  more  eligible  than 
those  situations  of  servitude,  or  those  laborious  occupations  upon  which 
the  poorest  classes  of  females  are  compelled  to  enter,  who  are  struggling 
to  gain  their  own  living  independently  of  public  charity.    If  it  should 
appear  that  the  workhouse  has  nothing  to  lead  females  to  prefer  it  to 
hard-working  Independence,  and  that  the  strength  and  industry  of  young 
and  able-bodied  women  cannot  be  profitably  exercised  either  in  or  out  of 
it,  it  becomes  an  important  consideration  whether  your  Board  should 
not  take  steps  under  the  51st  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Act,  to 
assist  in  the  emigration  to  the  British  colonies  of  such  of  these  females 
as  may  be  willing  to  emigrate,  and  who,  if  they  remain  in  this  country, 
are  likely,  either  as  inmates  of  the  workhouse  or  as  mendicants,  to  be 
burdensome  to  the  community,  and  must  at  all  events  remain  under  cir- 
cumstances peculiarly  hazardous  to  their  morality  and  happiness. 

You  are  aware  that  you  have  in  your  schools  a  number  of  girls  of  all 
ages  from  infancy  to  womanhood  ;  they  are  a  class  for  whom  much  may 
be  done  by  judicious  treatment  while  they  reside  in  the  workhouse,  and 
who  may  be  irreparably  injured  by  the  want  of  it,  or  by  mlsapphed  care. 
The  number  of  women  in  your  establishment  shows  how  necessary,  and 
at  the  same  time  how  diflacult  it  is,  to  prevent  that  class  from  bemg 
augmented  by  girls  from  time  to  time  as  they  pass  at  the  age  of  15 
from  your  own  schools.    This  can  only  be  prevented  by  giving  the  girls 
such  a  training  as  may  qualify  them  for  household  situations  :  if  their 
teaching  is  confined  to  reading,  writing,  and  mental  exercises,  they  will 
grow  up  without  the  means  of  raising  themselves  above  a  state  of 
pauperism;  but  if  they  are  at  the  same  time  trained  to  hard  work  m 
every  department  of  household  management,  are  preserved  frora_  the 
contaminations  of  vicious  associates,  and  are  imbued  with  good  principles 
and  orderly  and  correct  habits,  they  will  become  eligible  as  domestic 
servants,  and  may  be  placed  in  respectable  though  humble  situations. 
Such  instruction  and  training  may,  without  difficulty,  be  communicated 
to  them  whilst  they  are  under  your  care  and  protection :  the  matron 
should  be  strictly  enjoined  to  see  that  all  the  household  work  of  their 
own  department,  except  the  cooking,  is  performed  by  the  girls,  under 
proper  superintendence ;  they  alone  should  be  employed  to  keep  their 
wards  and  schoolrooms  in  a  state  of  perfect  cleanliness  and  neatness ; 
they  should  make,  mend,  and  wash  all  the  clothing  of  the  children  • 
some  of  them  should  be  appointed  to  attend  sick  or  infirm  paupers  ot 
good  character,  or  infants,  in  order  that  they  may  learn  to  discharge  the 
various  duties  of  nurses;  those  who  from  time  to  time  are  more  imme- 
diately preparing  for  service  might  be  taken  into  the  apartments  of  the 
superior  olBcers  of  the  establishment,  where  they  would  learn  something 
of  cooking,  and  the  care  of  furniture  and  domestic  utensils.    In  this 
way  they  would  be  fitted  to  gain  their  own  living,  and  opportunities 
would  soon  present  themselves:  when  once  it  was  known  what  sort  ot 
education  they  received  in  the  workhouse,  persons  would  resort  there  to 
procure  servants,  especially  if  the  Guardians  were  to  promote  this  ob- 
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ject  by  using  their  interest  amongst  their  friends  and  neighbours  in  be- 
half of  such  of  the  girls  as  they  might  trust  would  not  discredit  their 
recommendation.  This  plan  has  already  been  commenced,  and  pursued 
to  a  considerable  extent,  as  respects  the  girls  in  your  workhouse.  The 
same  system,  adapted  to  their  sex,  should  be  pursued  with  the  boys. 

The  abstract.  Form  4,  shows  what  numbers  of  paupers  of  every  deno- 
mination are  chargeable  to  the  respective  electoral  divisions  of  the 
Union  as  having  been  resident  in  them  up  to  the  period  of  their  seeking 
relief.  The  number  charged  upon  the  Union  at  large,  as  not  having 
been  residents  in  any  particular  locality  within  it,  is  100.  The  Com- 
missioners have  deemed  it  inexpedient  to  attach  any  arbitrary  definition 
to  the  terms  "resident"  and  "residence;"  the  Legislature  has  not 
defined  them ;  and  it  has  been  thought  better  to  leave  the  Board  of 
Guardians  to  apply  the  terms  in  their  ordinary  use  and  meaning  to  each 
case;  keeping  in  view  the  general  principle,  that  each  division  of  the 
Union  should  be  chargeable  for  the  relief  of  those  destitute  persons  who 
had  been  previously  connected  with  it,  whereby  a  special  and  local  in- 
terest is  created  in  aid  of  the  amelioration  of  the  condition  of  the 
poorer  classes. 

In  the  same  abstract  is  stated  the  average  weekly  cost  of  the  mainte- 
nance of  a  pauper  in  the  workhouse.  On  reference  to  the  published 
report  of  the  audit  for  the  half-year  ended  29th  September,  1840,  it  will 
be  seen  what  items  of  charge  are  included  under  the  head  of  mainte- 
nance. The  average  cost  for  the  last  half-year  has  been  1*.  l\\d. 
a-week ;  for  the  previotis  half-year  it  was  2s.  0|d. ;  the  reduction  is 
satisfactory,  but  by  increased  vigilance  and  attention  to  the  details,  it  is 
probable  that  still  greater  reduction  may  be  eflfected.  In  Table  A. 
(page  126)  are  exhibited  the  various  dietaries  in  use  for  the  several 
classes  of  the  workhouse  inmates,  the  weekly  cost  of  a  single  pauper  on 
each  description  of  diet,  and  the  collective  number  of  days  on  which  each 
description  of  diet  has  been  supplied  during  the  half-year. 

The  Table  marked  B.  (page  127)  gives  the  expenses  of  the  hospital, 
together  with  other  particulars  connected  with  the  management  of  that 
department  of  the  workhouse,  on  which  I  have  to  observe  that  the  state- 
ments are  satisfactory,  in  an  economical  point  of  view,  it  being  shown  by 
the  register  of  sickness  and  mortality  for  the  half-year  that  the  sick 
paupers  have  been  supplied  with  everything  requisite  for  their  speedy 
restoration  to  health. 

In  Table  C.  (page  128)  are  exhibited  the  quantities  and  the  cost  of 
the  provisions  and  necessaries  of  various  kinds  on  hand  at  the  beginning, 
received  and  consumed  in  the  course,  and  remaining  at  the  close,  of  the' 
half-year,  together  with  the  contract  price  at  which  each  description  has 
been  purchased. 

The  same  estimate  as  before  has  been  made  with  respect  to  the  cost  of 
the  clothing  supplied  to  each  pauper,  namely,  3icZ.  per  week;  the 
expense,  so  computed,  under  this  head  amounts  to  '727/.  13s.  Q,d.  The 
value  of  the  stock  in  use  and  in  store  at  the  close  of  the  previous  half- 
year  was  1569/.  lis.  "7^^.;  since  that  date  all  the  articles  of  clothing 
exceptmg  shoes,  required  for  the  paupers,  have  been  made  ui)  in  the 
workhouse  :  the  cost  of  the  shoes  procured  and  the  materials  purchased 
amounts  to  424/.  4s.  ^Id.,  and  the  value  of  the  articles  of  clothing  and 
clothmg  matQTials  now  in  use  and  in  store  is  1266/.  2s.  4(/.  The  various 
articles  purchased,  with  the  price,  quality,  and  total  cost,  are  exhibited 
in  lable  D.  (page  129). 


122 


Mr.  Hall's  Report  on  Audit  of  Accounts         [8th  Rep. 


FouM  4. — Abstract  showing  the  Number  of  Paupers  relieved,  the  Number  and  Cost 

ended  the  25th 


Electoral  Divisions. 


South  City. 
Donnybiook 
Ralhmines . 
Rathfainliara 
WliitecUiirch 
Clondalkin . 
TuUaglit  . 
Palmerstowa 
Union  .  . 
Government 


Total 


Number  of  Paupers  relieved,  as  per  Relief  List 


Aged  and  Inlirm, 
or  Poimaneutly 
Disabled. 


Adults. 


490 
6 
7 

15 
5 
4 
2 
5 
7 

80 


621 


555 
2 

4 
5 
2 
2 
2 
6 
5 
89 


672 


a 
3 


.3 


II 

in  3 

o 


145 
5 
6 
4 
4 
3 
1 
4 
18 


190 


Insane  Per- 
sons, 
Lunatics, 
and  ^diots. 


12 


13 


a 


14 


[llogitiniate  Chil- 
di«n  under  15, 
with  tlieir 
Mothers. 


o 


Widows  au<l  Women 
whose  Husl)auds  have 
deserted  tliem,  or 
are  transported, 
liavinjj  a  Child  or 
Children  under  15 
dependent  on  them. 


145 

405 

2 

3 

3 

7 

2 

2 

2 

2 

3 

6 

1 

1 

2 

4 

11 

21 

171 


Piiid  Officers,  Assistants,  and  Servants  of  the  Union. 


Name. 


a  William  Kennedy. 
a  Thomas  MoUoy    .  ' 
a  Jane  Dollard  . 
h  Rev.  T.  Kingston . 
b  Rev.  P.  Mooney  . 
h  Peter  Shanuon 
6  Cathcarl  Lees  . 
a  .lames  F.  Grant  . 
([  Henry  English 
a  Ellen  Cairncross  . 
a  Rosanua  Kennedy 
a  .loseph  M'Cartney 
c  Alexander  Francis 
c  Georye  HoUlsliip  . 
c  Thomas  Bruwnriyg 
o  Micliael  Weddie  . 
a  Mary  A.  Cole  . 
a  Catherine  Reality. 
a  John  Healin    .  . 
a  Catherine  Bealin  . 
a  Marj,'Hret  Nolan  . 
a  Patrick  Byrne, 
a  James  Charters  . 
a  Thomas  Salt    .  ■ 
a  Thomas  Gerraly  . 
a  liernaid  Collins  . 
a  Margaret  Hajdon. 
(1  M  argaret  ConuoUy 
dAnue  Keniu'dy 
a  Mary  Martin    .  . 
a  Margaret  Chartersj 
6  J  ames  liryau  . 
b  James  Bell.     .  . 
6  Johu  Buckley  . 


Office. 


Clerk  of  the  Union  .  .  . 
Master  of  Workhouse  .  . 

Matron  

Protestant  Chaplain  . 
Roman  Catholic  Chaplain 

Surgeon  

Physician  

Apothecary  

Assistant  Master  .  .  . 
Assistant  Matron  .  .  . 
Superintendent  of  Children 

S  torekeeper  

City  Collector  .... 

Ditto  

Collector  in  Rural  Divisions 

Schoolmaster  

Schoolmistress  .... 

Inl'aut  ditto  

Porter  

L  uludress  

Hospital  Nurse  .     ,    .  . 

Cook  

Lunatic  Keeper  .... 

Shoemaker  

Ward  Master  .... 

Ditto  

Assistant  Hospital  Nurse  . 
Laundress  of  Cliildren  s  Departmen 

Sempstress  

Ditto  

Female  Lunatic  Keeper  . 

Tailor  

Gardener  

Burber  


Sa'ary  per 
Annum. 


£.  s.  d. 

100  0  0 

80  0  0 

40  0  0 

50  0  0 

50  0  0 

60  0  0 

60  0  0 

60  0  0 

50  0  0 

20  0  0 

15  0  0 

32  10  0 

1|  per  cent, 
ditto. 

2  ditto. 

26  0  0 

20  0  0 

15  0  0 

2ii  0  0 

15  0  0 

15  0  0 

15  0  0 

12  12  0 

10  0  0 

10  0  0 

10  0  0 

12  0  0 
10  8  0 

13  0  0 
13  0  0 

6  6  0 

39  0  0 

26  0  0 

26  0  0 


J.  L.  AiiAiiiN.  Chairman. 

a  Ueside  in  the  house.  b  In  daily  attendance,  but  do  not  reside  J'";""^ ' 

Auo.ul  at  the  workliouse  every  Wednesday  to  receive  rule.  d  Keuuceu. 
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of  Emigrants,  and  the  Relief  administered  by  way  of  Loan,  during  the  Half- Year 
March,' 164 1. 


and  Re^jister. 

Total  Relieved. 

Expenditure. 

Destitute  throu-jh 
Sickness  or  Accident. 

Destitute  through 
other  Causes. 

Adults. 

Children  under  15. 

o 

Number  and  Cost 
of  Persons 
Emigrating. 

Amount  of  Relief  advanced, 
by  way  of  Loan,  under 
55th  Section  of  Irish  Poor 
Relief  Act. 

tn 

V 

'a 
P. 

cn 
<u 

"3 
S 

cu 

Children 
wider  15 
dependent 
on  them. 

tn 
0) 

tn 
<U 

S 

Children 
under  15 
dependent 
on  them. 

m 
V 

"a 

71 
V 

a 

3 

2; 

tn 
O 

O 

151 
1 
3 
1 

'i 

7 
5 

200 
2 

'i 

1 

'3 

13 

14 
2 

•  • 

110 

3 
4 
1 

'2 

2 
2 
9 
4 

116 
4 
3 
1 

'3 

1  ■ 
2 

12 
11 

17 
1 

•  • 

3 

763 
10 
U 
17 
5 
7 
5 
7 
23 
89 

1,024 
10 
10 
8 
4 
9 
6 
10 
33 
116 

581 
11 
13 
6 
6 
9 
2 
8 
44 

2,368 
31 
37 
31 
15 
25 
13 
25 
100 
205 

169 

220 

18 

137 

153 

21 

940 

1,230 

680 

2.850 

Average  Weekly 
Cost  jier  Head. 

Number  of 
Paupers  at 
Commencement 
ofthe  Half-Year. 

Number  of 
Births  in  the 
Half-Year. 

Number 
admitted 
during  the 
Hall-Year.' 

Number 
discharged 
during  the 
■  Half-Year. 

Number  of 
Deaths  in  the 
Half-Year. 

Number  of 
Paupers  at  the 
end  of  the 
Half-Year. 

Food .  . 
Clothing. 

s.  d. 
1  Hi 
0  3i 

1,770 

6 

1,074 

552 

194 

2,104 

Total 

2  3 

Note. — Wives  and  children  (though  able-bodied)  of  aged  and  infirm  men  must  be  entered  in  the  columns 
for  Females  and  Children,  under  the  heading  "  Aijed  and  InQrm,  or  Permanently  Disabled."  Wives  and 
children  (though  able-bodied)  of  men '■  Destitute  through  Sickness  or  Accident,"  must  be  entered  in  the 
columns  for  Females  and  Children,  under  that  heading.  Wives  and  children  of  insane  persons,  lunatics, 
and  idiots  n\ust  be  entered  in  the  columns  for  Females  and  Children,  under  the  heading  "  Destitute  ihiough 
other  Causes." 


A  true  Abstract  from  the  Relief  Rooks,  Medical 
Returns,  and  the  Ledger  of  the  South  Dublin  Union, 
on  this  the  1st  day  of  May,  1841. 

Wm.  Kennedy,  Clerk  to  the  Board  of  Guardians. 


This  Abstract  has  been  submitted  to  me,  together 
with  the  Relief  Books,  Medical  Returns,  and  the 
Ledger,  with  which  I  have  compared  it,  and  I  hereby 
certify  that  the  items  it  contains  are  correctly  ab- 
stracted therefrom. 

South  Dublin  Union,  the  14th  day  of  August,  1841. 

RicHARu  Hali,,  Auditor. 

Note.— This  Abstract,  when  signed  by  the  Auditor,  is  to  be  sent  to  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  and  the 
clerk  li  to  make  a  duplicate,  which  shall  also  be  attested  by  the  Auditor,  for  tho  use  of  the  Board  of 
Guardujns.   4  copy  is  to  be  furnished  by  the  clerk  to  every  member  of  the  Board  of  Guardians. 


124 
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Form  5  a. — HALr-YcARLY  Abstract  of  the  separate  Accounts  of  each  Electoral ' 


Names  of 
Electoral  Divisions. 

Amount  of  previous 
Kale  uncollected 
at  Commencement 
of  Half- Year. 

T)cvtc  of  Utttc  for 
the  current  Half- 
Ycurj  lit  /id.  in  the 
round. 

Net  Animal  Valuf 
of  all  Property 
Rated. 

Soutli  City,  viz.,— 

£.    s.  d. 

£.       s.    d.  1 

College  Ward  . 

248   5  2 

lUlU   JJt>U*|  lO^Va 

Merrion  Ward  . 

233   6  5 

#  * 

30 1  vO/      U  \f 

.Ste)ilien's  Ward 

214   9  8 

*  1 

0£i )  OXJO    *  V  V 

Andrew's  Ward 

2bo  15  2i 

1 1 

Castle  Ward 

240    1  4 

t  > 

36,343  10  0 

Patrick's  Ward. 

293  7  5i 

f  t 

47,374  0  0 

Audeon's  Ward. 

307  16  lOi 

$  1 

32,489  5  0 

Catherine  sWard 

252  lb  di 

1  > 

James's  Ward  . 

205   5  lOi 

$  * 

2,284   4  2i 

409,158  15  0 

Donnybrook     .  . 

t  * 

Rathtniues  .    .  . 

172  6  101 

•  » 

Rathfarnliam  . 

97  16  0 

20,794  14  0 

Whitecliurcli    .  . 

53   4  9i 

t  i 

10,858   8  0 

Tallaght. 

1  I 

20  227  19  7 

Clondalkin  .    .  . 

89  9  8i 

i  t 

13,695  19  10 

Palmerstown  . 

147  0  8 

>  > 

16,716  6  10 

Total.  . 

ie3,302  10  7 

553,591  IS  5 

Form 


Names  of  Electoral 
Divisions. 


South  City  . 
Dounybrook  . 
Ratlimines  . 
Ualhfaruliam 
Wliitechurch. 
Tallajjlit  .  .' 
Clondalkin  . 
Palmerstown. 
Government  . 

Total. 


Receipts  on  Account  of  each  Electoral  Division. 


Balance  in 
Treasurer's  Hands 
from  last 
Half- Year. 


£.    s.  d. 

226  17  lOi 
178  15  2i 
29  15  Oi 

•  • 

16   3  lOi 


45]  11  lU 


Amoimt 
of  Poor  Hale 
Collected* 


£.  s.  d. 
7,440   8  a 

141    3  3i 

77  11  li 

57  15  11 

■    31   5  4* 

195   0  H 

66  16  9i 

102  19  3i 


8,113  0  3i 


Other  Receipts, 
if  any. 


£.    s.  d. 


659  12  2i 


659  13  21 


To  1. 


£.  s. 

d. 

7,440  8 

4i 

141  3 

3i 

304  9 

0 

236  U 

n 

61  0 

5 

195  0 

1* 

83  0 

7i 

102  19 

3i 

659  12 

2i 

9.224  4 

5i 

•  This  amount  is  shown  algo 
A  true  Statement  of  Receipts  and  Paymonts  on  Account  of  the  several  Electoral  Divisions  of  the  South 
Dublin  Union,  made  this  1st  day  of  JTay,  1841.  Kennedy.  Clerk  to  the  Board  ,f  Guardians. 

*,*  This  Abstract,  signed  by  the  Chairmon,  is  to  be  scut  to  th«  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  and  a  duplicate 
member  of  the  Board. 
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Amount  of  Rate 
thereon. 

Amount  of  Rnte  to 

1^11  i<r\11  (lot  I>1 1 

Amount 
collected. 

Amount  remaining 
nncuUeclcd, 

£.  s. 
1,225  1 

d. 
3 

£.  s.  d. 

1    ATX     ft  ^ 

£.   s.  d. 
695  13  93 

777 

s.  d. 

13  7i 

1,658  G 

10} 

1,183 

4  11 

708 

8  4i 

■2,573  7 

9J 

1,857  13  6 

934 

18  lii 

2.320  11 

10} 

1,448  17  IH 

1,160 

9  li 

1,135  14 

8i 

1,375  16  0.i 

697 

3  8i 

678 

12  3 

1,480  8 

9 

1,773  16  2i 

457 

8  6 

1,316 

7  8i 

1,015  5 

9i 

1,323  2  8 

405  17  9 

917 

4  n 

644  13 

H 

2C8 

0  2?f 

629 

9  2 

727  14 

OJ 

0*^9  1 Q  114. 

426 

3  0 

506 

16  lli 

12,786  4 

2i 

15,   0  8  6i 

7,440 

8  a 

7,630 

0  li 

•• 

OOt^      ^  91 

141 

3  U 

83  19  11 

179     fi  104. 
U  lUj 

77 

11  li 

94  15  9 

97  16  0 

57 

15  11 

40 

0  1 

52   4  Oi 

31 

5  4i 

20 

19  4i 

254   5  2i 

195 

1  11 

59 

5  Oi 

89   9  Si 

66 

16  9i 

23 

12  lOi 

147   0  8 

102 

19  3i 

44 

1  44 

12.786  4 

■2i 

16,108  14  lOj 

8,113 

0  3i 

7,995  14  7i 

Expenditure  on  Account  of  cacli  Electoral  Division. 


lalance  duo  to 
Treasurer  at 
close  of  last 
Half-Year. 

Clotliing  and 
Maintenance 
of  Paupers. 

Proportion  of 
Establishment 
Charges. 

Valuation, 
Election,  Law, 
and  other 
Expenses. 

Total. 

In  favour  of 
Electoral 
Division. 

Against 
Electoral 
Division. 

£.    >.  d. 

£.    s.  d.' 

£.  s. 

d. 

£.    s.  d. 

£.  s. 

d. 

£.  s. 

d. 

£.    s.  d. 

354  a  7 

4,653   4  0 

1,851  16 

5 

297  10  04 

7,157  2 

04 

283  6 

4 

90    4  8i 

44   9  3i 

89  10 

4 

1    6  0 

235  10 

3i 

84   7  04 

•  • 

53  11  1 

191  16 

6 

1  13  0 

247  0 

7 

57  8 

5 

■  • 

•  • 

44   0  54 

94  2 

6 

1    8  4 

139  11 

34 

96  19 

91 

•  • 

1 

•  • 

42  8  .  8i 

49  4 

6 

1   6  0 

92  19 

24 

31  18  94 

53  15  Hi 

27  7  61 

91  a 

6 

3  16  lOi 

176  11  lOi 

18  8 

31 

•  • 

44  10  4 

62  0 

0 

1   6  0 

107  16 

4 

24  15  81 

16   5  0 

21  3  a 

75  13 

6 

1  10  8 

114  13 

1 

•  * 

a  13  9} 

659  12  2J 

531  6  a 

0  a  8 

1.191  10 

9i 

531  18  7 

1.174  9  5 

5,462   2  3 

.3,505  15 

3 

310   8  7 

9,453  15 

6 

456  2 

lOi 

G81  13  a 

Balance  atclose  of  H.ilf-Year, 


n  Column  7,  l-'orm  5  a. 

I  hereby  curtify.  that  this  Statement  of  Receipts  and  Payments  of  tho  sovcriil  Electoral  Divisions  in  tlio 
9uth  Dublin  Union  is  correct. 

Dated  i4lh  day  of  Au»;\iBt,  1841.  RiOHAno  Hall,  Auditor. 

gned  by  tlio  Auditor,  is  to  be  kept  for  tho  Board  of  Guardians,  and  a  copy  dclivored  by  the  clerk  to  every 

J.L,  Akadin,  Chairman. 
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Tablk  B. — Hospital  Account,  showing  the  number  of  Days  of  Patients  in  Hospital,  with  the 
c-onsumption  of  Food,  Medicines,  &c.,  each  Week,  also  the  total  expense  of  the  Hospital, 
and  the  average  weekly  expense  of  a  Patient,  from  29lh  Sept.,  1840,  to  25th  March,  1841. 


umber  ■ 
Week 

t  £•! 

>. 

& 

Week. 

. 

to 
s 

e3 

>  to  P- 
p  ri  ^ 
—  C  ^ 

=  ■=.5 

•a 
a 
a 

(3 

s 

0 

Oatmeal. 

Flummer 

Buttermi 

a 
H 

f 

es 
0 
u 

6 

51: 

CO 

0 

& 

•0 

(5 

1840. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

Qts 

Qts. 

Qts. 

lbs.  oz. 

lbs.  oz 

lbs.  oz. 

lbs.  oz. 

Bot. 

Bot. 

oz. 

1 

Oct.  3 

1,025 

1,377* 

57 

1,082 

0^ 

1  6 

0  4 

1  8 

10  0 

10 

04 

2 

Oct.  10 

2,112 

2.844* 

57 

7 

2,059 

'^0 
oZ 

1  8 

, . 

11  S 

J^' 

0* 

3 

Oct.  17 

2,228 

3,153* 

54 

2,017 

Q9 

1  11 

11  0 

10 

1 

4 

Oct.  24 

2,262 

3,222* 

42 

"a 

2,057 

00 

2  0 

o"4 

13  0 

7 

1* 

14 

5 

Oct.  31 

2,316 

3,269* 

43 

2,061 

4? 

3  1 

0  8 

16  8 

10 

24 

6 

Nov.  7 

2,500 

3,485* 

52 

's 

2,248 

42 

2  0 

0  4 

14  0 

11 

14 

7 

Nov.  1 4 

2,686 

3,718* 

60 

14 

2,414 

42 

2  12 

0  4 

16  0 

12 

2 

3 

Nov.21 

2,808 

3,805* 

55 

31 

2.694 

46 

2  6 

14  0 

4 

04 

9 

Nov.  28 

2,925 

3.9344 

67 

19 

3,078 

56 

2  14 

0  4 

16  8 

5 

2* 

10 

Dec.  5 

3,053 

4, 128* 

64 

3,109 

56 

2  7 

15  0 

4 

6* 

11 

Dec.  12 

3,111 

4,128* 

74 
70 

18 

3,225 

46 

3  1 

o'  4 

14  8 

4 

1 

12 

Dec. 19 

3,103 

4,113* 

4 

3.082 

42 

3  0 

0  4 

20  8 

5 

6 

Dec.  26 

4.075* 

56* 

21 

•  • 

3,119 

62 

3  10 

0  4 

17  s 

3 

,  , 

14 

1841. 

0  4 

12  0 

Jan.  2 

3,077 

4,010* 

52 

16 

3,021 

60 

2  6 

«  • 

5 

4 

15 

Jan.  9 

3,002 

3,922* 

45 

21 

3,047 

52 

2  6 

0  12 

•• 

14  0 

5 

3 

•• 

1  (X 
10 

J  an,  lb 

3,069 

3,931* 

44 

25 

60 

4a  J, 

0  0 

•  • 

14  0 

K 

3 

1  T 

Jan. 23 

2,914 

2.96G+ 

50 

15 

3,296 

60 

2  0 

0  8 

13  0 

3 

1* 

1  S 

Jan.  30 

3,458 

41 

19 

3,401 

60 

2  0 

0  6 

10  0 

4 

24 

;: 

1  0 

Feb.  G 

2,557 

3,088 

48 

25 

2,936 

58 

2  0 

•  • 

•  • 

12  0 

3 

u* 

Feb. 13 

2,616 

3.162* 

43 

17 

2,986 

46 

2  0 

0  8 

14  0 

5 

24 

Q  1 

Feb. 20 

2.666 

50 

15 

3,068 

50 

2  0 

0  16 

14  0 

5 

1 

•  • 

AZ 

Feb.  27 

2,631 

3,194 

47 

8 

■7 

2,909 

52 

■i  0 

0  16 

15  0 

5 

"* 

23 

Mar.  6 

2,5/6 

3.124* 

49 

36 

2,836 

60 

2  0 

0  8 

15  0 

5 

8 

9-1 

Mar.  13 

2.629 

3,183 

42 

29 

3,012 

46 

2  0 

0  16 

16  0 

7 

4 

zo 

Mar.aO 

2,638 

3.171 

47 

U 

2,903 

60 

1  U 

0  16 

13  0 

8 

3* 

^0 

Mar. 27 

1,846 

2,230 

28 

34 

2,155 

44 

1  8 

0  8 

10  0 

3 

1* 

1,3374 

390 

70,749 

57  13 

374  0 

160 

63* 

14 

67,473 

87.982 

21 

7 

J. 2-16 

10  6 

I  8 

Proportion  of  Expense  of. 

Total  Expense  of  Hospital. 

Knding. 

Medicines. 

Leeches. 

Tow. 

Flannel. 

Articles  consumed. 

Cost. 

1840. 

£.  s.  d. 

£. 

s.  d. 

£. 

«.  d. 

t'.  s.  d. 

£.  s. 

d. 

1 

Oct.  3 

1  16  10 

0 

2  1 

0 

0  G* 

0    0  6+ 

87,982  lbs.  Bread  at  Ud.  per  lb. 

687  6 

10 

2 

Oct.  10 

3 

3  1 

0 

2  7 

0 

1 

2 

0    1  2 

1,337*  lbs.  Meat,  at  6rf.  per  lb. 

33  9 

1 

3 

Oct.  17 

3  12  9 

0 

2  9 

0 

1 

2 

0  12 

21  lbs.  Flour,  at  3s.  per  stone 

0  4 

6 

4 

Oct.  24 

3  14  0 

0 

2  10 

0 

1 

2 

0    1  2 

390  lbs.  Oatmeal,  at  12.s.  Cd.  rw  t. 

2  3 

9 

5 

Oct.  31 

3  15  9 

0 

2  10 

0 

1  3 

0  1  a 

7  quarts  Flummery,  aldd  quart 

0  1 

9 

6 

Nov.  7 

4 

1  8 

0 

3  1 

0 

1  4* 

0   1  44 

70,7-i9qn8.Ne\vMilk,al6*(/.t,'al. 

429  0 

5 

7 

Nov. 14 

4  7  8 

0 

3  3 

0 

1 

5 

0   1  5 

1,246  qrts.  Buttermilk, at  2rf.  gal. 

2  11 

11 

8 

Nov.21 

4  12  4 

0 

3  6 

0 

1  54 

0   1  5* 

5711)S.  13  0Z.  Tea    .  . 

14  14  10 

9 

4  16  2 

0 

3  7 

0 

1  51 

0  15* 

10  lbs.  6  oz.  CoOee  .  . 

1  0 

9 

1(1 

Dec.  5 

5 

9  3 

0 

3  9 

0 

1  7* 

0    1  74 
0   1  6 

1  lb.  8  oz.  Cucoa 

0  0 

9 

a 

Dec.  12 

5 

2  3 

0 

3  9 

0 

1  7 

374  lbs.  Sufjar  . 

15  0 

7 

12 

Dec.  19 

5 

1  11 

0 

3  9 

0 

1  7 

0   1  6 

160  bottles  Porter   ,  . 

2  14 

7 

13 

Die.  26 

6 

2  3 

0 

3  9 

0 

1  7 

0   1  6 

63*  bottles  W  iui: 

8  4 

11 

1841. 

14  oz.  livaiuiy 

0  1 

0 

14 

•Ian.  2 

5 

0  11 

0 

3  8 

0 

1  7 

0   1  6 

M 

•diciues 

112  6 

0 

15 

Jan.  9 

4  18  7i 

0 

3  9 

0 

1  64 

0   1  64 

Leeches 

4  4 

6 

lii 

J.Hi,  to 

5   0  91 

0 

3  9 

0 

1  6* 

0    1  64 

1  16 

0 

17 

Jan.  23 

4  15  9t 

0 

3  7 

0 

1  6 

0  16 

Flannel 

1  15 

8 

IS 

.Ian.  30 

4  15  8 

0 

3  7 

0 

1 

5 

0  16 

2  6 

8 

I'J 
ijl' 

Feb.  6 

4 

3  10 
5  10 

0 

0 

3  1 
3  3 

0 
0 

1  44 
1  54 

0    1  44 
6  1  54 

Feb.  13 

4 

1.319  4 

G 

•n 

Feb.  20 

4 

7  10 

0 

3  3 

0 

1  54 

0    1  54 

22 

Feb.  27 

4 

6  3 

0 

3  3 

0 

1 

5* 

0  1  54 

i!3 

Mar.  6 

4 

4  6 

0 

8  1 

0 

I 

4i 

0   1  44 

24 

Mar.l3 

4 

5  9 

0  3  3 

0 

1 

5 

0    1  £ 

^'5 
2(i 

Mat.20 
Mar.27 

4 
3 

6  1* 
0  5* 

033 
0   2  3 

0 
0 

1 
1 

5 
0 

0    1  5 
0   1  0 

112 

6  0 

4  4  6 

1 

16 

0 

1  15  8 

Average  expense  per  head  pec  week,  of  Food,  Medicine,  &c.  of  a  I'atiunt  in  IlospiliU 
Ditto.  ditto  of  Necessaries,  1,  e.  Coals,  Light,  Soap,  8(c 
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Tabie  D— Condensed  Account  of  Clothing  Material  purchased  from  29th  Sept., 

1840,  to  •2r)th  March,  1841. 

£.  ,5.    d.    £,    s.  d, 
300    Pair  of  women's  shoes,  at  3s,  GrZ.     .    .    52  10  0 
30U    Ditto  ditto,         at  3s.  Srf.     .    .    55    0    0  ^ 

90    Yards  linen  for  aprons,  at  7:Jrf.  ......         2  16  3 

94    Ditto  ditto  for  caps,  at  9f?   ,     o  n 

Straw  for  plait   0120 

869    Yards  Barragon,  at  1 W  A,  ^tIi  7 

1094    Yards  grey  twilled  cahco,  at  4|f/.     .     .    21  12  11 
127i  Ditto       ditto        ditto,  at  S^rf.     .     .      4  10  3| 

2893    Ditto  grey  calico,  at  6f/   67    8  OJ 

60    Ditto       ditto,    at  4rf.  10  0 

131i  Ditto       ditto,     at  3^/  112  10^ 

  96    4  If 

189i  Yards  check,  at  8a!   664 

256'  Ditto  linsey  woolsey,  at  lid  11  14  8 

811    Ditto         ditto,       at9W..    ...    31    5  1 

  42  19  9 

204i  Yards  Bengal  stripe,  at  7|c^  6    3  6 

720"  Pounds  knitting  worsted,  at  \s.  Id   57    0  0 

24    Yards  flannel,  at  11(/  12  0 

140    Pounds  flax  550 

18    Ditto  four-coid  thread,  at  Is.  4c?.  . 
83    Ditto  housewife  ditto,  at  Is.  10</.  . 
2    Ditto  thread,  at  3s.    .    ^    .     .  . 

6    Ditto  ditto,  at  Is.  2d  

2    Ditto  ditto,  at  Is.  4i,    .     .    .  . 


11  Gross  worsted  tape,  at  11(?.  .  . 
10    Dozen  tape,  at  3s.  .     .     .  . 

1    Ditto  ditto,  at  3s.  Ad  

15    Ditto  ditto,  at  2s.  9f/  

250    Needles,  at  Ad.  

850    Ditto,     at  8f/  

Thimbles  

1    Pins  ( 1  lb.)  

7    Knitting  pins  

1  Gross  bodkins  

2  Gross  hooks  and  eyes,  at  7d.  . 

2  Ditto  ditto       .     .     .  . 

2  Ditto  braiding  

24  Ditto  studs  

20  Ditto  ditto  

1  Dozen  ivory  combs    .     .    .  . 

1  Ditto  ditto  

347^  Pounds  butt  leather,  at  Is,  l^d.. 

50|  Ditto  kips,  at  2s  

45^  Ditto  slit  kips,  at  Is.  lOd, 

24|  Ditto  calf  skins,  at  2s.     .     .  . 

12  Brown  bazils,  at  Is.  (id,  . 

4  Stone  sprigs,  at  4s  

1^  Gross  lacks  

lOOO  Nails  

1000  Sole  nails  

2000  Pavers  

1000  Ditto  

1000  Twopenny  nails  .... 


1 

4 

0 

7 

12 

2 

0 

6 

0 

0 

7 

0 

0 

2 

8 

0 

16 

6 

1 

10 

0 

0 

3 

4 

2 

1 

3 

0 

0 

9 

0 

5 

8 

0 

3 

8 

0 

1 

8 

0 

2 

11 

0 

1 

2 

0 

1 

2 

0 

3 

0 

0 

2 

6 

1 

0 

0 

0 

8 

4 

0 

3 

7 

0 

2 

9 

19 

10 

5 

1 

3 

4 

3 

5 

2 

9 

6 

0 

18 

0 

0 

16 

0 

0 

1 

5i 

0 

1 

10 

.  0 

1 

6 

.  0 

3 

0 

.  0 

1 

4 

0 

1 

6 

9  11  10 

4  11  1 

0    6  5 

0    9  5 


1  4 


32    3  1^ 


1    C  7^ 


Carried  forward    •.«.•*.*.  419  15  6f 
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Brought  f'oiwaid  419  15  6^ 

7    Pounds  hem  J),  at  Is.  St/   0  118 

6    Ditto  ditto,  at  \s.  6d   0    9  0 

5  Gross  closing  yarden,  at  12*   0    6  0 

I  Ditto       ditto,  at  10s   0    5  Q 

i|  Ditto  closing  hemp,  at  10.s   0    5  0 

5  Pound  sewing  hairs,  at  18s   0    9  0 

—————     2    5  8 

Colouring,  6s.  ^^f/.,  paste,  5s.,  wax,  2s..  0  13  4^ 

6  Rag  stones   0  13 

Pegwood   006 

Copperas   002 

7  Dozen  closing  awls,  5s.  3(L,  awl  haft« 

.  3s.2id   0    8  5i 

G    Knives  ,  019 

3  Pincers   028 

4  Ditto   040 

4    Nippers   022 

6    Rasps   040 

4    Hammers   Q26 

4    Irons   020 

  2    2  10 


424    4  Of 


The  remaining  part  of  the  abstract,  Form  4,  consists  of  an  enumeration 
of  the  paid  officers  of  the  Union ;  on  which  I  have  only  to  remark  tliat 
since  the  last  audit  the  services  of  a  storekeeper  and  of  one  of  the  ward- 
masters  have  been  dispensed  with ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  establish- 
ment has  been  increased  by  the  addition  of  all  assistant  master,  an  infant 
schoolmistress,  and  a  barber. 

I  must  now  briefly  direct  your  atteiition  to  the  other  Abstract  in  two 
parts  denominated  5  a  and  5  b. — (See  pages  124,  125.) 

By  reason  of  the  extraordinary  expenses  consequent  upon  the  opening 
of  the  workhouse,  it  was  found  necessary  at  the  close  of  the  first  six 
months  to  assess  and  levy  a  rate  at  l^d.  in  the  pound  instead  of  5d.,  the 
amount  of  the  previous  assessment.  It  does  not,  however,  appear  probable 
that  a  recurrence  to  the  higher  amount  will  be  requisite,  unless  the  prices 
of  provisions  should  materially  increase.  Under  existing  circumstances, 
with  a  due  attention  to  economy,  the  sum  raised  by  two  rates  at  5d.  in 
the  pound  on  the  city  electoral  division,  and  by  one  rate  of  the  same 
amount  on  the  rural  divisions  of  the  Union,  will  be  sufficient  to  cover  the 
annual  expenditure. 

It  should  be  stated  with  reference  to  the  rate  uncollected  at  the  close 
of  the  half-year,  and  which  amounts  to  the  sum  of  7995/.  14s.  lid.  that 
the  collection  was  not  nearly  terminated  at  that  period,  so  that  the  whole 
of  that  sura  must  not  be  considered  as  in  arrear.  It  appears,  however, 
that  at  that  time  about  1290/.  of  the  rate  first  imposed  was  in  arrear. 
This  sum  in  arrear  may  be  distinguished  under  four  heads,  namely,  1st, 
legal  exemptions;  2nd, unoccupied  proi)erty  ;  3rd,  rate  on  property,  the 
occupiers  of  which  are  too  poor  to  pay,  and  have  no  effects ;  4th,  rate 
which  the  parties  liable  have  refused  or  neglected  to  pay.  Upon  an  exa- 
mination of  the  collectors'  books  I  apprehend  that  several  instances  will 
be  found  of  property  considered  as  exempt  which  docs  not  come  within 
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the  description  contained  in  the  proviso  of  the  63rd  sectidh  df  the  Irish 
Poor  Relief  Act.  It  would  lie  well  to  have  a  list  made  of  all  parcels  of 
property  supposed  to  be  exempt,  and,  with  the  assistance  of  counsel  if 
thought  requisite,  to  decide  on  each  case  whether  it  is  liable  or  not ;  the 
future  rates  might  thus  be  disencumbered  of  useless  entries,  the  sum  of 
arrears  would  not  hereafter  be  unduly  swelled,  and  justice  would  be  done 
by  enforcing  payment  where  the  plea  of  exernption  cannot  be  sustained. 
The  arrears  under  this  head  amount  to  about  110^.  The  arrears  under 
the  second  head  amount  to  about  4*70^.  In  all  such  cases  the  Guardians 
should  be  satisfied  that  the  property  was  unoccupied  at  the  time  when 
the  rate  was  made,  so  that  the  liability  did  not  at  that  period  attach  to 
any  person  :  if  occupied  on  the  day  the  rate  was  made,  liability  attached 
to  the  occupier,  and  if  he  quitted  the  premises  without  paying  the  rate, 
the  liability  descended,  by  virtue  of  the  7lst  section  of  the  Act,  upon  the 
subsequent  occupier ;  who,  however,  has  his  remedy,  being  empowered 
by  the  proviso  to  the  78th  section,  to  deduct  from  his  rent  the  whole  of 
any  rate  paid  by  him  instead  of  the  primary  occupier  of  the  premises. 

The  arrears  under  the  3rd  head  amount  to  about  140/.  Although  the 
Act  makes  no  provision  for  excusing  or  remitting  rate,  it  must  be  admitted 
that  in  the  cases  referred  to  it  is  almost  impossible  to  recover  it.  It  is 
to  be  regretted  that  the  provisions  of  the  72nd  section  have  not  been 
brought  into  operation  in  such  cases :  it  is,  however,  probable  that  as 
long  as  those  provisions  depend  upon  a  voluntary  arrangement  between 
the  parties  interested,  they  will  remain  a  dead  letter ;  for  the  lessor  will 
not  compound  in  behalf  of  his  tenant,  while  the  Guardians  forbear  from 
enforcing  payment  of  the  rate,  and  the  Guardians  will  naturally  be 
exceedingly  reluctant  to  institute  legal  proceedings  against  such  defaulters 
for  the  recovery  of  such  small  sums.  But  it  is  the  bounden  duty  of  the 
Board  of  Guardians  to  proceed,  or  to  direct  the  collectors  to  proceed, 
against  the  parties  whose  default  constitutes  the  4th  class  of  arrears, 
amounting  to  560^.  In  this  respect  your  Board  and  your  officers  have 
hitherto  acted  with  considerate  forbearance  ;  but  lenity  extended  too  far 
becomes  injustice,  and  it  is  a  legitimate  ground  of  complaint  on  the  part 
of  those  who  do  pay,  that  there  are  others  equally  able  and  liable,  who, 
from  whatever  cause,  are  permitted  to  escape.  It  may  be  well  to  point 
out  the  several  modes  of  proceeding  prescribed  by  law  for  the  recovery  of 
poor  rate,  in  order  that  it  may  be  seen  that  no  hesitation  need  be  felt  in 
availing  yourselves  of  them  through  apprehension  of  their  complexity  and 
expensiveness.  By  the  73rd  section  your  collectors  are  invested  with 
the  same  powers  for  levying  and  collecting  poor  rate  as  are  possessed  by 
the  cess  collectors  under  the  6th  and  7th  Wm.  IV.,  c.  116,  in  the  152nd 
section  of  which  Act  their  powers  are  conferred  and  set  forth  as 
follows : — 

"  And  be  it  enacted,  That  every  person  duly  authorized  to  collect  and 
levy  any  grand  jury  cess  off  any  barony,  county  of  a  city,  or  county  of  a  town, 
as  soon  as  he  shall  have  received  the  applotment  of  such  cess,  shall  collect 
and  levy  the  same  according  to  such  applotment,  and  such  money  may  be 
levied  by  distress  and  sale  of  any  goods  and  chattels  of  every  persoti  refusing 
to  pay  the  proportion  therein  applotted  for  him  or  her  to  pay,  which  may  be 
found  on  the  premises  chargeable,  rendering  to  the  owner  the  overplus,  if 
any,  after  deducting  the  expenses  of  distraining,  not  exceeding  twelve-pence 
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in  the  pound  on  the  sum  for  which  such  distress  may  have  been  made  ;  or 
in  case  the  collector  shall  not  think  it  expedient  to  proceed  by  distress, 
then  and  in  such  case  such  collector  shall  leave  at  the  dwelling-house  of 
the  party  chargeable  for  or  in  respect  of  such  premises,  a  notice  bearing 
date  the  day  and  year  of  serving  the  same,  subscribed  with  the  name  and 
abode  of  such  collector,  requiring  payment  of  the  sum  applotted,  within  six 
days  from  the  date  of  such  notice,  and  expressing  that  within  six  days  the 
money  demanded  may  be  paid  to  the  collector  at  his  house  or  ofRce ;  and 
if  such  money  be  not  so  paid  within  such  time,  then  it  shall  be  lawful  for 
such  collector  to  prefer  a  complaint  to  any  justice  of  the  peace  for  the 
county  in  which  the  party  may  reside,  and  such  justice  shall  summon  the 
party  so  complained  against  to  appear  before  him  and  answer  the  said  com- 
l)laint,  and  shall  at  the  time  specified  in  such  summons  examine  into  the 
matter  of  such  complaint  on  oath  (which  oath  the  justice  is  hereby  em- 
powered to  administer),  and  shall  direct  the  payment  to  such  collector  of 
such  money  as  he  shall  find  due  and  payable  under  such  applotment  by 
the  party  complained  against,  together  with  a  certain  sura  as  and  for  such 
reasonable  costs  and  charges  as  to  such  justice  shall  seem  meet ;  and  in 
default  of  the  appearance  of  such  party,  or  upon  his  or  her  refusal  or 
neglect  forthwith  to  pay  the  sum  or  sums  so  by  such  justice  directed  to  be 
paid,  it  shall  and  maybe  lawful  for  such  justice,  or  for  any  justice  of  the 
peace  for  such  county,  to  issue  his  warrant,  authorizing  and  empowering 
the  said  collector  to  lew  the  money  thereby  ordered  to  be  paid,  by  distress 
and  sale  of  the  goods  or  chattels  of  the  party  so  complained  against  which 
maybe  found  within  any  part  of  such  county,  rendering  the  overplus,  if  an}', 
to  him  or  her,  the  necessary  charges  and  expenses  of  distraining  being 
thereout  first  deducted,  as  directed^  by  such  justice  ;  and  if  sufficient  dis- 
tress cannot  be  found  within  the  same  county,  then  on  oath  thereof  made 
before  any  justice  of  the  peace  of  any  other  county  in  which  any  of  the 
goods  and  chattels  of  such  party  shall  be  found,  (which  oath  such  justice 
shall  administer  and  certify  by  endorsing  in  his  handwriting  his  name  on 
the  warrant  granted  to  make  such  distress,)  the  goods  or  chattels  of  sucii 
party  so  refusing  or  neglecting  to  pay  as  aforesaid  shall  be  subject  and 
liable  to  such  distress  and  sale  in  such  other  county  where  the  same  may 
be  found,  and  may  by  virtue  of  such  warrant  and  certificate  be  distrained 
and  sold  in  the  same  manner  as  if  the  same  had  been  found  withm  such 
first  mentioned  county." 

By  this  extract  from  the  Grand  Jury  Act  it  will  be  seen  that  your  col- 
lectors are  provided  with  the  means  of  proceeding  for  the  recovery  of  t,he 
poor  rate  by  distress  upon  the  premises  of  the  defaulter,  or,  after  notice 
and  complaint  to  a  justice  of  the  peace,  and  under  his  warrant,  by  distress 
upon  the  goods  of  the  defaulter  in  any  part  of  the  county  ;  or  finally, 
upon  having  the  warrant  backed  by  a  justice  of  the  peace  of  any  other 
county,  then  they  may  distrain  the  goods  of  the  defaulter  which  shall  be 
found  in  that  county.  .       .  . 

Besides  the  powers  given  to  the  collectors  under  the  iSrd  section  of 
the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Act,  other  modes  of  proceeding  against  defaulters 
are  authorized  by  the  I8th  section,  to  which  recourse  may  be  had  in 
places*  or  under  circumstances  where  the  provisions  of  the  Act  above 
recited  are  not .  applicable  :  .  these  are  the  means  by  law  provided  for  the 
recovery  of  rent  reserved  oh  "  leases  of.  land  for  years,  and  the  suit  by 
civil  bill  before  the  assistant  barrister  having  jurisdiction  in  the  place 
where  the  defaulter  resides.    It  is  always  desirable  to  proceed  as  long  as 

*  The  county  of  Dublin  is  ejccmpted  from  .the.  provisions  of  the  Grand  Jury  Act. 
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possible  without  having  recourse  to  these  measures  of  coercion,  and  it  is 
a  proof  of  competency  in  a  collector  that  he  succeeds  in  collecting  the 
rates  closely,  without  exercising  the  stringent  powers  with  which  the  law 
has  armed  him. 

Under  the  head  of  other  receipts,  it  was  to  be  expected  that  some 
entry  would  be  found  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  oakum  picked  in  the 
workhouse;  it  appears,  however,  that  only  a  very  trifling  sale  of  oakum 
has  been  effected,  though  the  cost  of  the  material  has  been  considerable. 
Experience  shows  that  the  labour  of  paupers  can  only  under  extraordinary 
circumstances  be  made  profitable  ;  everywhere  in  England  the  attempt 
to  establish  manufactures  in  workhouses,  a  feature  of  the  system  in  force 
before  the^  law  was  amended,  was  a  complete  failure.  At  seasons  when 
that  description  of  work  can  be  advantageously  pursued,  the  work-people 
ought  not  to  be  found  as  paupers  in  the  workhouse ;  when  the  indepen- 
dent workman  derives  little  or  no  profit  from  his  labour,  it  is  plain  that 
no  advantage  can  be  gained  by  setting  the  paupers  to  work  in  the  same 
way,  while  the  industrious  poor  are  oppressed  by  the  increased  competi- 
tion thus  brought  to  bear  upon  them.  At  the  same  time  it  is  of  the 
utmost  importance  that  the  inmates  should  be  kept  at  work,  and  it  is  of 
course  much  to  be  desired  that  no  loss  should  be  incurred  on  account  of 
their  labour;  though  even  if  an  apparent  loss  were  incurred,  it  might 
prove  ultimately  to  be  a  gain,  if  by  means  of  it  the  paupers  were  pre- 
vented from  relapsing  into  a  state  of  inactivity,  which  is  sure  to  bring 
with  It  disorder  and  neglect  of  discipline,  and  to  make  the  workhouse  a 
desirable  residence  for  the  idle  and  improvident. 

There  appears  to  have  been  no  account  kept  of  the  produce  of  your 
garden,  which  ought  to  have  realized  a  considerable  sum :  the  master  of 
the  workhouse  should  be  directed  to  bestow  special  attention  upon  this 
department,  both  as  a  source  of  profit,  a  means  of  supplying  vegetables 
tor  the  hospital,  and  also  as  aflFording  healthv  and  most  useful  employ- 
ment to  the  partially  infirm  men  and  the  elder  boys. 

The  sum  of  659/.  125.  2U.,  entered  as  received  from  the  Govern- 
ment, is  the  payment  made  on  account  of  the  maintenance  and  clothin"- 
ot  such  paupers  as  were  formerly  inmates  of  the  House  of  Industry  The 
sum  due  on  the  25th  March  from  the  same  institution  for  the  preceding 
half-year  is  53 18^.  7c/.  ^ 

With  reference  to  the  disbursements,  it  is  enough  to  refer  you  to  my 
last  report  for  an  explanation  of  the  principle  on  which  the  several  ex- 
penses under  the  heads  of  maintenance  and  estahlishment  are  respjo- 
tively  charged  upon  the  separate  Electoral  Divisions  of  the  Union. 

Ihe  1  able  marked  E.  shows  the  number  of  days  with  which  each 
Electoral  Division  has  been  charged,  and  the  expense  thereby  accru  ng 
to  each,  in  respect  to  maintenance  and  clothing ;  and  the  Table  marked  F 
exhibits  the  details  of  the  establishment  charges 
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Tablk  F. — Condensed  Account  of  Establishment  Charges  from  29th  September, 

1840,  to  25th  March,  1841. 


Weekly  wages  

OflRcers'  rations  

Assistant  in  clerk's  office. 
Accountant  revising  master's  books. 
Clerks  assisting  in  master's  office  . 
Clerks  writing  collectors'  books,  &c. 


Postage 


£. 

*. 

d. 

373 

13 

4 

81 

13 

1 

/  0 

J 

A 
\J 

224 

19 

1* 

16 

0 

0 

100 

0 

0 

30 

0 

0 

18 

2 

6 

35 

11 

10 

240 

18 

2 

35 

8 

0 

29 

10 

^ 

3 

6 

5 

2 

4 

6 

61 

1 

8 

£.     8.  d. 


1197    5  OJ 


131  10  lOJ 

Winding  and  repairing  the  clock   7    0  8 

Office  fires  

Light  ;     .     .    .  . 

Law  costs  

gious  books  

Cocoa-nut  fibre  

Junk  

Straw  .  

Linen, &c  

Tubs  and  buckets  ^ 

Mops  

Hall  screen  

Furniture  

Baskets  

Glazing  

Delft  

Apothecary's  glass  

Freestone  

Brushes  

Ticken  

Twine  and  cord  

S(iinning  wheels  

Bedsteads  

Oils  and  colours  

Camel  and  block  

Alaintenance  of  Union  at  large  paupers 

Interest  

Brooms  

Repairs  

Fire-screen  ^  . 

Sweeps  

Lime  

Straps  ,  

Trusses  »    .     .     .  . 

Wire  work  

Lamp  oil  ....  ,  

Tape  wick  

Schoiil  requisites  ,  , 

Surgical  iustruments  

Size  

20  Vaccination  caBes  ...  . 
Seeds  

Carried  forward   2341 

l2 


5 

5 

? 

1 

9 

40 

18 

9 

24 

11 

10 

95 

13 

4 

60 

0 

0 

69 

17 

0 

179 

1 

^ 

26 

19 

7 

10 

7 

0 

4 

10 

0 

111 

8 

2i 

5 

14 

6 

18 

11 

1 

0 

0 

10 

6 

2 

10 

6 

12 

3 

16 

5 

0 

41 

9 

11 

26 

0 

3 

19 

0 

0 

27 

10 

8 

3 

3 

9 

0 

9 

0 
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7  lU 

11 

8 

2 

4 

19 

2 

15 

17 

8 

0 

6 

6 

2 

3 

9 

1 

16 

8 

1 

14 

0 

1 

19 

6 

1 

10 

4 

12 

0 

0 

4 

3 

9 

0 

7 

11 

4 

10 

0 

0 

7 

6 

1 

0 

0 

1 

2 

2 

2341 

13 

10 

Mr.  HalVs  Report  on  Audit  of  Accounts    [8th  Rep- 

£.  s.   d.     £.     #.  d. 

Brought  forward   2341  13  10 

Salt   0    5  0 

Barm   0    0  6 

Carrots   ^  ,^  o 

Barrows  ^  ' n  ' r,         »  « 

38  Locks  "^  n 

1  Latch  and  key  0    5  0 

2  Ditto  ?  11  r 

'"^^y^  C    1  9 

41  Lamps,  at  7«  ?  „ 

1  Ditto  l.o  r 

5  Ditto,  at  22*.  6rf  ^        ^       20  12  0 

1  Lantern.  0  16 

16  Ditto,  at  75  T    n  n 

5  Ditto,  at  6s   \  \  r  a 

7  Ditto,  at  5s.      .   n  7  n 

2  Ditto,  at  3s.  6fZ   i  «  n 

26  Sconces,  at  Is   n  n  o 

4  Ditto,  at  8c/  ^    a  r 

1  Ditto,  Lantern,  at  4s.  6c/  »    A    b  ^ 

10  Cans,  at  7s  o  n 

10  Ditto,  at  6s  f  io  n 

8  Ditto,  at  4s  1  0 

2  Ditto,  at  5s  n    o  n 

1  Ditto,  at  2s   0    ;f  " 

1  Ditto,  at  7s.  6rf   n  IS  n 

4  Ditto,  at  4s.  M  "  ^'^    "        g  g 

1  Oil  filler  0    0  7 

2  Ditto,  at  2s  n    i  n 

IJ^r.  2  1  S 

3  Filters,  at  Is.  6cZ  S    5  n 

2  Oil  measures,  at  2s   n    i  r 

3  Pint  measures,  at  6c/   n    i  4 

2  Tun  dishes,  at  8c/   nit 

5  Oil  burners,  at  Is   n    fi  K 

1  Oil  pan  and  drainer,  at  6s.  6ci   0    2  0 

1  Ditto!   0    5  3 

7  Scoops,  at  9c/   j  2 

7  Sets  Fire  Irons,  at  7s  n  1 1  ? 

1  Ditto  JliLl       3    0  6 

20  Fenders,  at  6s   V  c 

8  Coal  boxes,  at  15s.  lljc/  q    o  n 

14  Ditto,  at  4s.  6c/  6    6  ^  ^ 

1  Fire-guard  '     ■      0  14  0 

7  Ditto;  weight  18cwt.lqr.l41bs.,  at  37s.  4c/. 

Pevcwt  •  34    b  u 

1  Ditto    36    0  0 

20  Candlesticks,  at  , Is.  4t/.  0  10 

1  Ditto,  *  ______       17  8 


Carried  forward 


2454   4  3 
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£.  s.  d.      £.   s.  d. 

Brought  forward   2454    4  3 

Spikes  aud  spike-rail  fur  gate    ....  ..  5  17  0 

4 1§  Dozen  spoons,  at  Is.  Irf.  2    5  2 

26^  Ditto,  at  1  Ic^.    ........  142 

 .     3    9  4 

41  §  Dozen  pint  porringers,  at  2s,  8(/. .  .  .  5  11  2 
41§  Quart  ditto  6  18  11 

^    12  10  1 

is    Stone  rubbers,  at  4s  ,  5    0  0 

12    Tin  pans,  at  17s.  6</.   10  10  0 

128    Hammers    10  80 

22    Pots  and  saucepans   2  13  0 

Small  items  of  ironmongery  .    .   18  11  11^ 

Total   2523    3  7\ 

It  will  be  found,  upon  comparing  the  establishment  charges  with  those 
of  the  preceding  half-year,  that  a  reduction  has  been  effected  :  the  amount 
for  the  half-year  ended  29th  September,  1840,  was  3861/.  Is.  3id.  ; 
that  for  the  half-year  ended  25th  March,  1841,  2505/.  Ihs.  3c/.— a  dif- 
ference of  1355/.  \2s.0ld.  It  is  evident,  however,  that  this  depart- 
ment of  the  expenditure  may  be  still  lessened,  and,  as  a  means  of  reducing 
It,  I  would  suggest  that  the  requisitions  sent  in  from  time  to  time  for 
utensils  and  various  articles  for  household  purposes,  such  as  lamps 
lanterns,  tm-ware,  &c.,  be  more  carefully  scrutinized.  ' 

Satisfactory  reduction  is  also  observable  in  the  miscellaneous  expenses. 
J?  or  the  former  half-year  the  amount  was  1063/.  95. ;  for  the  latter 
310/.  8^.  nd.-z.  difference  of  753/.  Qs.  5d    The  particulars  of  these 
expenses  are  set  out  in  the  Table  marked  G.— (See  p.  138.) 

The  only  item  of  expenditure  of  which  I  have  reason  to  doubt  the 
legality  is  the  sum  of  54/.  8..  2d,  as  interest  on  the  balance  of  your 
account  with  the  treasurer.  ^ 

There  are  a  few  disbursements  of  trifling  amount,  for  which  proper 
vouchers  have  not  been  produced,  but  in  each  case  there  appears  to  me 
to  be  sutfacient  evidence  that  the  sums  have  been  paid 

nf  I^'tT''-^^%°'^^''J         f  -^^^^""^  '^^""^  c^^^^ge  and  discharge 

of  the  Union  funds,  by  which  it  appears  that,  at  the  close  of  the  half-year 
there  was  a  balance  against  the  Union  of  1475/  6^4^ 

JjTt  ^'J°'^f^^  ^  ^«Py  «^  this  Report  to  the  Poor  Law  Commis- 
sioners,  to  whom  it  is  my  duty  to  communicate  the  result  of  the  audit 

I  have  the  honour,  &c.,  ; 

Richard  Hall, 

j,^  -Assistant  Poor  Lata  Commissioner-  and  Auditor, 

The  Board  of  Guardians, 

South  Dublin  Union. 
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Table  G. — Balance  Sheet. 


£. 

«. 

d. 

l\ 

9 

<j 

8,112 

12 

2 

659 

12 

2 

1,475 

6 

4  1 

Z  10,259 

0 

5 

1840, 
Sep.  29, 

1841, 
1  Mar.  25. 


THE  CHARGE. 
To  Clerk,  Balance  in  hand  from  last  Account  .... 
To  Treasurer,  Amount  (if  Foor  Rate.lodgedwith  him    .  . 
To  Government,  for  Amount  received  for  Maintenance  of 
of  Industry  Paupers,  to  2yth  Sept.  1840     .     .  . 
To  Treasurer,  Balance  due  him*  .    .    .....    •  • 


1840. 
Sep.  29, 
1841, 
I  Mur.  25. 


6  0 


THE  DISCHARGE. 
By  Treasurer,  Balance  due  him  per  last  Balance 

Sheet  

By  Invoice,   Amount  of  Provi- 
sions paid  for   £5,194 

Add  Payment  charged  directly 
to  Maintenance  Account, 
viz., — 

Medicines  .... 

Leeches  

Lamp  Oil      ...  * 
Tow  for  Hospital  . 
Calico     ditto     .    •  . 
Flannel   ditto     .    .  . 


d. 


112 
4 
13 
1 
2 
1 


6 
4 
10 
16 
6 
15 


Proportion  of  Interest  charge- 
able on  above  Payments 

By  Clothing  paid  for  ...  . 
By  Establishment  for  its  Amount, 
including  the  proportion  of  In- 
terest (£11.  8s.  2c/.)  chargeable 

thereon  2,523 

Less  Payments  chargeable 
thereto,  but  included  in  the 
Invoice  Account,  viz., — 
Maintenance   of  Union  at 
large  Paupers  £131    1  3i 
Officers' Rations  224  19  Ij 
Office  Fires    .       5    5  7j 


5,330    4  10 
'23    0  0 


£. 
2,017 


s. 


d. 

8 


5,353 
424 


3  7 


361    6  OJ 


Deduct  Amount  received  for 
Offal,  Bones,  &c  

By  Valuation,  Election,  and  other 
Expenses,  viz., — 

Revision  of  South  City  Va- 
luation  • 

Copy  of  Valuation    .     .  . 

Valuation  of  new  Property  in 
South  City  ,   .     .     .  . 

Election  Expenses    .     .  . 

Rale  returned  .... 

Funerals  

Less  Funerals  on  Account  of 
Union  at  large,  charged  in 
Establishment  Account  . 


By  Clerk,  Cash  in  his  hands 


2,161  17 
17 


8 


6| 

4 


2,144    9  2i\ 


22  16  6 


6  8 


50 
30 

184 
18 

G 


0 
0 

12 
18 
7 


0 
0 

11 
9 
1 


20    9  10 


310 
9 


10,259    0  5 


*  This  has  since  been  paid. 
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II. — Abstracts  of  the  Accounts  of  the  North  Dublin  Union,  for 
the  Half- Year  ended  25th  March,  1841;  with  Extracts*  from 
the  Auditor's  Report  to  the  Board  of  Guardians. 

Gentlemen,       Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin,  July  20^  1841. 
#  ****** 

I  would  premise  that  the  accounts  have  been  all  presented  to  me  in 
the  proper  forms,  and  in  a  state  highly  creditable  to  Mr.  Crean,  your 
clerk,  Avho  has.  in  addition  to  the  abstracts  required  by  the  Commis- 
sioners, prepared  the  several  Tables  referred  to  in  this  Report. 

I  would  direct  your  attention  in  the  first  place  to  the  abstract,  Form  4. 
You  will  perceive  thereby  that  2519  persons  have  been  relieved  in 
the  workhouse,  for  periods  of  greater  or  less  duration,  during  the  half- 
year  :  they  are  classed  according  to  their  age,  sex,  and  the  circumstances 
under  which  they  have  sought  relief.  A  striking  fact  exhibited  by  this 
abstract  is  the  large  mnjority  of  female  paupers  over  males,  the  number 
of  the  former,  exclusive  of  children,  being  1236;  that  of  the  latter  594; 
and  it  appears  upon  further  inquiry  that  the  difference  between  the  number 
of  able-bodied  women  and  able-bodied  men  in  the  workliouse  is  still 
greater  :  it  may,  indeed,  be  stated  that  while  the  admission  of  an  able- 
bodied  man  is  a  casual  and  rare  occurrence,  so  that  the  class  in  the  house 
is  but  small,  the  admission  of  able-bodied  women  is  so  frequent,  that  a 
very  large  class  of  inmates  is  constituted  of  such  cases. 

******* 

The  abstract,  Form  4  (pages  150,  151),  shows  what  numbers  of 
paupers  of  every  denomination  are  chargeable  to  the  respective  electoral 
divisions  of  the  Union,  as  having  been  resident  in  them  up  to  the  period 
of  their  seeking  relief  The  number  charged  upon  the  Union  at  large, 
as  not  having  been  residents  in  any  particular  locality  of  it,  is  160. 

In  the  same  abstract  is  stated  the  average  weekly  cost  of  the  main- 
tenance of  a  pauper  in  the  workhouse.  Oa  reference  to  the  published 
report  of  the  audit  for  the  half-year  ended  29th  September,  1840,  it  will 
be  seen  what  items  of  charge  are  included  under  the  head  of  mainte- 
nance. The  average  cost  for  the  last  half-year  has  been  2s.  2d.  a-week ; 
for  the  previous  half-year  it  was  25.  Ad.  The  reduction  is  satisfactory  • 
but  by  increased  vigilance  and  attention  to  the  details,  still  greater  re- 
duction niay  be  effected.  In  the  following  Table  are  exhibited  the  various 
dietaries  in  use  for  the  several  classes  of  the  workhouse  inmates,  the 
weekly  cost  of  a  single  pauper  on  each  description  of  diet,  and  the  col- 
lective number  of  days  on  which  each  description  of  diet  has  been  sup- 
plied during  the  half-year. 

*  The  portions  of  this  Keport,  which  are  not  given  here,  are  to  the  same  effect  as 
passages  contained  in  the  foregoing  Report  on  the  South  Dublin  Union.  Tha 
entire  Report  has  been  printed  and  circulated  by  the  Guardians. 


140  Mr.  Hairs  Report  on  Audit  of  Accounts       [8th  Rep. 


Table  A. — Table  showing  the  different  Dietaries  in  use  in  the  House. 
Dietary  of  Healthy  Adult  Paupers. 


Breakfast. 

Lunch. 

Dinner. 

Collective 
Number 

of  days  on 
this  Diet. 

Days  of  the 
Week. 

Oatmeal 
made 
into 
Stir- 
about. 

New 
Milk. 

Bread. 

New 
Milk. 

Potatoes 
weighed 
raw. 

Butter- 
milk. 

Soup. 

Average 
Weekly  Cost. 

Monday  ,\ 
Tuesday  . 
Wednesday 
Friday  and 
Saturday  . 
Sunday  and 
Thursday  ., 

Oz. 
7 

7 

Pints. 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Lbs. 

4 

3h 

Pints. 
1 

Pints. 
1 

s.  d. 
>   1  4| 

123,492 

Dietary  of  Healthy  Children  from  9  to  15. 


Breakfast. 

Lunch- 

Dinner. 

Collective 
Number 
of  davs  on 
this  i)iet. 

Days  of  tbe 
Week. 

Oatmeal 
made 
into 
Stir- 
about . 

New 
Milk. 

Bread. 

New 
Milk. 

Potatoes 
weighed 
raw. 

Butter- 
milk. 

Soup. 

Average 
Weekly  Cost. 

Monday  . 
Tuesday    .  1 
W  ednesday  \ 
Friday  and  1 
Saturday  .  ) 
Sunday  and) 
Thursday  .  J 

Oz. 

3* 

3i 

Pints, 

I 

>■» 

•2 

Oz. 

6 

6 

Pints. 
1 

•3 

1 

Lbs. 
2 

1* 

Pints. 

•  • 

Pints. 

i 
•2 

s,  d. 
1      '  ^ 

30,982 

Dietary  of  Healthy  Children  from  2  to  9. 


DavB  of  the 
Week. 

Breakfast- 

Lunch. 

Dinner. 

Average 
Weekly  Cost. 

Collective 
Number 
of  days  on 
this  Diet. 

Oatmeal 
made 
into 
Stir- 
about. 

New 
Milk. 

Bread. 

Ni'w 
Milk. 

Pot.itops 
weighed 
raw. 

Butter- 
milk. 

Soup. 

Monday    .  l 
Tuesday    .  1 
Wednesday  > 
Friday  and  1 
Saturday  .  1 
Sttnday  and) 
Thursday  .j 

Oz. 

3^ 

Pints. 

i 

i 

Oz. 
4, 

4 

Pints. 
1 

•2 

1 
•2 

Lbs. 
1 

1 

Pints, 
i 

Pints. 

S.  ((". 

24,528 

Children  under  2  years  of  age,  1  lb.  of  bread  and  1  pint  of  milk  j 

1  GJ 

7,528 
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Hospital  Dietary. 


Name  of 
Diet. 

Breakfast. 

Dinner. 

Total  per  Diem. 

Avernsc 
Weelily 
Cost. 

Collective 
Number 
of  da>  s  on 
tliis  Diet. 

No.  1. 

Aflmission 

Diet. 

Bread.      12  oz. 
New  Milk,  1  pt. 

Bread.      12  oz. 
New  Milk,  1  pt. 

Bread,       U  lb. 
New  Milk,  1  qrt. 

s.  d. 

|2  7 

65,199 

No.  2. 
Full  Diet. 

Stirabout,    1  tjrt. 
New  Milk,  1  pt. 

Potatoes,     4  lb. 
New  Milk,  1  pt. 

jStirabout,   1  qrt. 
{Potatoes,  41b. 
[New  Milk,  1  qrt. 

1'" 

No.  3. 
Rice  Diet. 

Bread,      12  oz. 
New  Milk,  1  pt. 

Rice  Milk,  1  pt. 
Bread,        8  oz. 

(Bread,        IJ  lb. 
I  Rice  Milk,  1  pt. 
[New  Milk,  1  pt. 

>2  5 

>37,329 

No.  4. 
Meat  Diet. 

Bread,       12  oz. 
New  Milk,  1  pt. 

C Bread,       8  oz. 
<  £>eei,         5  ID. 
[Broth,        1  qrt. 

rBread,        IJ  lb. 
1  New  Milk,  1  pt. 
IMeat,         ^Ib.  or 
I  Broth,         1  qt. 

( ^  0 

No.  5. 
Fever  Diet. 

fFlummery,  1  pt. 
I  New  Milk,  1  pt. 
[Whey,       3  pts. 

Flummery,  1  pt. 
New  Milk,  1  pt. 
Whey,       3  pts. 

The  sick,  the  aged,  and  infirm,  and  children  under  two  years  of  age,  are 
dieted  as  the  medical  officers  recommend. 


This  Table  shows  that,  in  several  respects,  a  further  reduction  of  cost 
is  possible.  The  maintenance  of  an  infant  under  two  years  of  age  has 
been  more  expensive  than  that  of  any  other  description  of  pauper  in 
health,  whether  adult  or  child,  and  the  maintenance  of  a  youth  or  girl 
between  the  ages  of  9  and  15  has  cost  more  than  that  of  an  adult  in 
health,  whether  male  or  female.  This  Table  shows  also  that  considerably 
more  than  one-third  of  the  adult  paupers  have  been  placed  on  bread  and 
milk  diet  by  direction  of  the  medical  officers,  which  diet  costs  nearly 
twice  as  much  as  the  ordinary  diet  of  the  advilt  classes  ;  an  irregularity 
thus  appears  to  be  indicated  which  the  Guardians  should  forthwith  take 
measures  to  repress.  It  will  appear  also  from  the  following  Table,  B., 
that  there  has  been  an  undue  consumption  of  provisions  in  the  hospital 
department,  and  that  the  dietaries  as  laid  down  in  the  former  Table  have 
been  in  many  particulars  departed  from. 

For  instance,  it  is  slated  that  3408  quarts  of  buttermilk  have  been 
consumed,  whereas  buttermilk  is  not  mentioned  in  any  of  the  hospital 
dietaries.  The  amount  of  new  milk  stated  to  have  been  consumed  is  at 
the  rate  of  nearly  one  quart  and  one-third  per  head  per  day ;  whereas, 
if  all  the  patients  during  the  whole  period  had  belonged  to  that  class 
for  which  the  greatest  quantity  of  milk  is  prescribed,  the  consumption 
ought  only  to  have  been  one  quart  per  day.  So  also  in  the  case  of 
bread  ;  the  quantity  consumed  averages  one  pound  three  ounces,  whereas 
in  none  of  the  prescribed  dietaries  is  more  than  one  pound  and  a  half  of 
bread  allowed  per  day. 
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Table  B. — Hospital  Exi'enses  during  Half-Year  ended  25th  March,  1841. 


Collfc- 

livc  Nil. 

New 

Butter- 

Weeks. 


of  DhJ'8 

Bread. 

Meat. 

Potatoes. 

Oatmeal. 

Milk. 

milK. 

Ver 
Week. 

Ibs.oz. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs.  ozs. 

qts.  1 

ts. 

qts.  pt* 

1 

660 

835"'12 

45 

19  4 

838 

0 

80  0 

2 

977 

1,237  0 

86 

74 

22  5 

1.2/2 

0 

112  0 

3 

1.038 

1,266  12 

60 

203 

53  4 

1,377 

1 

112  0 

4 

1,116 

1,367  8 

86 

154 

47  3i 

1,510 

0 

112  0 

5 

1,355 

l,t;55  4 

77 

396 

77  11 

1,740 

1 

112  0 

6 

1,418 

1,707  8 

71* 

429 

93  14i 

1.848 

0 

140  0 

7 

1,413 

l.';57  12 

79i 

281 

77  10 

1,842 

0 

140  0 

8 

1,4H6 

1,786  4 

120 

333 

83  lU 

1,^55 
1,946 

0 

140  0 

9 

1.469 

1,780  0 

129i 

409 

93  9 

1 

140  0 

10 

1,513 

1,703  8 

126 

453 

n-2  Ui 

1.968 

0 

140  0 

11 

1,505 

1,649  0 

ll5i 

593 

131  14* 

1,941 

0 

140  0 

12 

1. 4:6 

1,723  8 

152 

373 

103  5i 

1,954 

1 

140  0 

13 

1,51/ 

1.833  12 

180 

342 

99  2 

1,966 

1 

140  0 

14 

1,641 

1,930  8 

174 

379 

103  13 

2,204 

0 

140  0 

15 

1,673 

2,005  12 

210 

259 

88  13 

2,173 

0 

140  0 

16 

1,684 

2,U32  12 

208 

211 

82  4 

2,152 

1 

0 

17 

i  J  655 

1,954  12 

246 

264 

86  15 

2,093 

] 

140  0 

18 

1,668 

1,H95  4 

246 

435i 

108  13* 

2',  122 

0 

140  0 

19 

1,711 

2,043  12 

252 

358} 

99  9* 

2,184 

0 

140  0 

20 

1,694 

iJ,168  0 

258 

26;* 

88  5* 

2, 172 

0 

140  0 

2L 

1,627 

1,959  8 

276 

258 

87  6* 

2,121 

0 

140  0 

22 

1,626 

2,0U9  0 

285 

212 

80 

2,001 

1 

140  0 

23 

1,533 

1,885  8 

281 

29:^4- 

89  4 

2,062 

1 

140  C 

24 

1,535 

1,839  4 

315 

201 

78  12 

1,938 

1 

140  0 

25 

1,485 

1,754  4 

315 

250 

28  7 

1,934 

0 

140  0 

26 

854 

1,075  12 

195 

191 

1,100 

0 

80  0 

Total 

37,329 

44,862  4 

4,584i 

7,669 

2,041  14 

48,382 

0 

3,403  0 

a.l7id.  per 

at  37s. 

at  2s.  7d. 

at  12s.  lOd. 

at  6*d. 

at  2d. 

the  41b. 

per  cwt. 

per  cwt. 

per  cwt. 

per  gallon. 

per  gallon. 

loaf. 

£.   s.  d. 

£.   s.  d. 

£.    s.  d. 

£.  s. 

d. 

£.    s.  d. 

£.   s.  d. 

73  14  6i 

8  16  11 

11  14  7* 

327  11 

8S 

720 

350    9  Si 

Summary. 


£.  s. 

d. 

Rrpad , 

350  9 

8* 

Meat  . 

75  14 

61 

potatoes 

8  16 

11 

Oiilmeal 

11  14 

7* 

NewMilk327  U 

81 

Butter- 

milk . 

7  2 

0 

Tea  . 

iO  9 

10 

Sugar  . 
Wine  . 

5  12 

6i 

11  19 

10 

Porter  . 

3  7 

4 

FlanimervS  5 

u 

Medicine  96  18  10* 

Leeches 

7  6 

0 

Tow  . 

4  4 

0 

926  12  10* 

Coals,  ' 

Can- 
dles , 

■56  8 

8* 

&c.  , 

Tal      .£983  1 

7 

Which,  divided  bv 
37,329  gives  tliu 
average  cost  of  a 
pauper  in  hospital 
6^'i.,or  nearly  3s.9d. 
per  week. 


Enough  has  been  said  to  prove  the  necessity  of  more  vigilantly  watch- 
ing the  expenditure  in  these  particulars.  It  only  remains  to  state  that 
the  average  weekly  cost  of  maintenance  of  the  patients  in  the  hospital 
has  been  3-1.  9id.,  and  in  this  way  the  general  average  Aveekly  cost  of 
maintenance  in  the  workhouse  has  been  raised  to  2s.  2d.,  although  the 
actual  cost  of  the  food  given  to  an  adult  pauper  in  health  is  only  1j.  4|rf. 

In  Table  C.  (pp.  144,  14f)),  are  exhibited  the  quantities  and  the  cost 
df  the  provisions  and  necessaries  of  various  kinds  on  hand  at  the  beginning, 
received  and  consumed  in  the  course  and  remaining  at  the  close  of  the 
half-year,  together  with  the  contract  price  at  which  each  description  has 
been  ]jurchased. 

The  same  estimate  as  before  has  been  made  with  respect  to  the  cost  of 
the  clothing  supplied  to  each  pauper,  namely  3^d.  per  week  ;  the  expense, 
so  computed  under  this  head,  amounts  to  602/.  4j.  Id.  The  value  of 
the  stock  in  use  and  in  Store  at  the  close  of  the  previous  half-year  was 
1101/.  10s.  5rf. :  since  that  date  all  the  articles  of  clothing,  excepting 
shoes,  required  for  the  paupers,  have  been  made  up  in  the  workhouse  : 
the  cost  of  the  shoes  procured  and  the  materials  purchased  amounts  to 
1087/.  10*.  lid.,  and  the  value  of  the  articles  of  clothing  and  clothing 
materials  now  in  use  and  in  store  is  1516/.  16s.  5irf.  The  various 
articles  purchased,  with  the  price,  quality,  and  total  cost,  are  exhibited 
in  Table  D.  (p.  146.) 
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The  remaining  part  of  the  abstract.  Form  4,  consists  of  an  enumeration 
of  the  paid  officers  of  the  Union ;  on  which  I  have  only  to  remark  that 
since  the  last  audit  there  has  been  a  slight  reduction  in  this  department, 
the  services  of  the  messenger  and  one  of  the  nurses  having  been  dis- 
pensed with.  .  ,      ,      » 1  .     ^  ■  4. 

I  must  now  briefly  direct  your  attention  to  the  other  Abstract  m  two 
parts  denominated  5  a  and  5  6.— (See  pages  152,  153.) 

By  reason  of  the  extraordinary  expenses  consequent  upon  the  opening 
of  the  workhouse  it  was  found  necessary,  at  the  close  of  the  first  six 
months,  to  assess  and  levy  a  rate  at  %d.  in  the  pound  instead  of  5d.,  the 
amount  of  the  previous  assessment.  It  does  not,  however,  appear  pro- 
bable that  a  recurrence  to  the  higher  amount  will  be  requisite,  unless  the 
prices  of  provisions  should  materially  increase.  Under  existing  circum- 
stances, with  a  due  attention  to  economy,  the  sum  raised  by  two  rates  at 
bd.  in  the  pound  on  the  city  electoral  division,  and  by  one  rate  ot  the 
same  amount  on  the  rural  divisions  of  the  Union,  will  be  sufficient  to 
cover  the  annual  expenditure. 

It  should  be  stated  with  reference  to  the  rate  uncollected  at  the  close 
of  the  half-year,  and  which  amounts  to  the  sum  of  2'739/.  2s.  iHd.,  that 
the  collection  was  not  terminated  at  that  period,  so  that  the  whole  of  that 
sum  must  not  be  considered  as  in  arrear.    It  appears,  however,  that  at 
that  time  about  ISOOZ.  was  in  arrear.    This  sum  in  arrear  may  be  dis- 
tinguished uiider  four  heads:  namely,  1st,  legal  exemptions  ;  2nd,  un- 
occupied property  ;  3rd,  rate  on  property,  the  occupiers  of  which  are  too 
poor  to  pay,  and  have  no  effects  ;  4lh,  rate  which  the  parties  liable  have 
refused  or  neglected  to  pay.    Upon  an  examination  of  the  collectors' 
books,  I  apprehend  that  several  instances  will  be  found  of  property  con- 
sidered as  exempt,  which  does  not  come  within  the  description  contained 
in  the  proviso  of  the  63rd  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Act.   It  would 
be  well  to  have  a  list  made  of  all  parcels  of  property  supposed  to  be 
exempt,  and  with  the  assistance  of  counsel,  if  thought  requisite,  to  decide 
on  each  case  whether  it  is  liable  or  not.    The  future  rates  might  thus 
be  disencumbered  of  useless  entries,  the  sum  of  arrears  would  not  here- 
after be  unduly  swelled,  and  justice  would  be  done  by  enforcing  payment 
where  the  plea  of  exemption  cannot  be  sustained.    The  arrears  under 
this  head  amount  in  the  north  city  electoral  division  to  about  480/.  The 
arrears  under  the  second  head  amount  to  about  140/.    In  all  such  cases 
the  Guardians  should  be  satisfied  that  the  property  was  unoccupied  at  the 
time  when  the  rate  was  made,  so  that  the  liability  did  not  at  that  period 
attach  to  any  person.    If  occupied  on  the  day  the  rate  was  made  liability 
attached  to  the  occupier,  and  if  he  quitted  the  premises  without  paying 
the  rate  the  liability  descended  by  virtue  of  the  71st  section  of  the  Act 
upon  the  subsequent  occupier,  who,  however,  has  his  remedy,  being  em- 
powered by  the  proviso  to  the  7 8th  section,  to  deduct  from  his  rent  the 
whole  of  any  rate  paid  by' him  instead  of  the  primary  occupier  of  the 
premises. 

The  arrears  under  the  third  head  amount  to  about  330/,  Although 
the  Act  makes  no  provision  for  excusing  or  remitting  rate,  it  must  be 
admitted  that  in  the  cases  referred  to  it  is  almost  impossible  to  recover 
it.  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  provisions  of  the  '72nd  section  have 
not  been  brought  into  operation  in  such  cases :  it  is  however  probable 
thrt  as  long  as  those  provisions  depend  upon  a  voluntary  arrangement 
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Table  C. — Table  showing  the  Quantity  of  Provisions  and  Necessaries 

1841,  their  Cost  and 


Name  of  Article. 


Provisions, 
Potatoes 
Bread  . 
Oatmeal 
New  Milk 
Buttermilk 
Beef  . 
Mutton . 
Salt.  . 


lbs. 


5  > 

qrts. 
lbs. 

5  y 


Tea    .  . 

Sugar .  . 
Pe'pper 
Wme  . 
Porter  (XX) 
Flummery 
Rice  . 


bottles 
pints 
qrts. 
lbs. 


Total  Provisions  • 
Necessauies. 


Coals    .  * 

.  tons. 

238J 

Turf     .  . 

.  boxes 

•  > 

Candles  > 

.  lbs. 

6 

Soap     .  . 

3  ) 

16 

Soda  . 

3  3 

28 

Straw    .  • 

•  cwts. 

•  • 

Medicine  . 

.        .  • 

•  • 

Leeches  . 

»         •  a 

•  • 

Lamp  Oil,  Wick,  &e. 
Tow   ....  lbs. 
Starch  .... 

Total  Necessaries 
Total  Provisions. 

Total  Provisions  1 
and  Necessaries/ 

Total  on  hand  1 
29th  Sept.,  1840 J 
Total  received  . 


Total  consumed  • 
Total  on  hand  1 
25th  Mar.,  1841/ 


On  hand  at  the  Commencement 
of  the  Half. Year. 


Quantity. 


6,524 
332 
28 


1,232 

lb.  oz. 
0  10 
6  0 


20 


Cost. 


£.  s.  d. 

10  13  7 

2  18  9-5 

0  4  6 


0  14  10 

0  3  4 
0    4  6 

•  • 

0  '3  4 


15    2  10-5 


188  9  2 

0  '3  1 

0  3  10-25 

0  3  6 


188  19  7-25' 
15    2  10-5 


204    2  5-75 


204  2  5-75 
4,679  11  5-75 


4,883  13  11'5 


4,883  13  11-5 


Ueceived  during  the  Half- Year, 


Quantity. 


617,372 

177,328| 
72,884 

175,800 
58,540 
14,707 
1,224 
10,024 

lb.  oz. 

43  0 
154  0 
52  0 
87 
408 
420 
245 


Cost. 


£.   s.  d. 

699    2  9 
1,386  10  6-25 

418    4  6 
1,190  6 

121  19 

245  2 
33  1 


6    0  0 

11    9  4 

5  18  3 

3    9  4 

11  19  10 

3    8  0 

5    5  0 

2  17  3 


4,144  13  6-25 


334 
110 
044 
136 
560 
735 

600 

336 


253  8 
9  3 
26  16 
37  16 
3  10 


0 
10 
6 
0 
0 

59  14  2 
96  18  10- 

7  6 
35  19 

4  4 

0 


0 
9 
0 

0  10 


534  17  11-5 
4,144  13  6-2o 


4,679  11  5-75 
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on  hand,  received  and  consumed,  during  Half- Year  ended  25th  March, 


Average  Contract  Price 


Consumed  diiriug  the  Half-Yenr. 


Qiiaiititv. 


372,630 
176,301i 
71,678i 
175,460 
58,312 
14,622 
1,224 
9,157 

lb.  oz. 

39  51 
146  6' 
51  0 
87 
404 
420 
2323 


354 
110 
1,031 
3,105 
560 
733 

*600 

*336 


Cost. 

J? 
Jo. 

s. 

a. 

1  / 

1  n  • 

Do 

I  ,o/o 

J  0 

Q9 

411 

16 

7- 

6 

1,188 

0 

2- 

5 

121 

9 

8 

243 

14 

0 

33 

1 

0 

6 

3 

2» 

66 

10 

9 

10 

5 

12 

6- 

38 

3 

8 

0 

11 

19 

10 

3 

7 

4 

5 

5 

0 

2  14  4 


4,075  16  4-69 


264  13 
9  3 

26 

37 
3 


9 
8 
10 


59  14 
96  18 

7  6 
35  19 

4  4 

0 


3' 
10 
9' 
6' 
0 
2 

10' 
0 
9 
0 

0  10 


84 
29 


545  9  1-13 
4,075  16  4-69 


4,621 


5-82 


On  hand  at  the  Close  of  the 
Half-Year. 


Quantity. 


44,742 
l,359g 
1,185? 
340 
228 
85 

'867 
lb.  oz. 

4  ^ 

13  10 
1  0 

•  • 

24 


12f 


218J 

■  • 

19 
47 
28 


•  ■ 


Cost. 


£. 

s. 

d. 

59 

18 

5-37 

10 

12 

4-83 

6 

12 

4-4 

2 

6 

0-5 

0 

9 

6 

1 

8 

4 

0 

ll" 

7-34 

1    2  10 
0  10  2-62 
0    1  4 

0   4*  0 

0  2*11 


84    0  0-06 


177  3  10-5 

0  9  9*16 

0  11  3-96 

0  3  6 


178  8  5-62 
84    0  0-06 


262   8  5*68 


Average 
Contract  Price. 


s.  d. 

2    7    per  cwt. 
0    7^  per  4  lbs. 
12  lOi  per  cwt. 
0    6i  per  gall. 
2  ,, 
4    per  lb. 


6* 


6    per  ton. 


5  4  j)er  lb. 

11  0  per  14  lb. 

1  4  per  lb. 

2  9  per  bottle. 
0  2  per  pint. 
0  3  per  quart. 

26  0  per  cwt. 


15    2    per  ton, 
1  " 


-  8  per  box. 

6  2  per  12  lbs. 

27  0  per  cwt. 

14  0  ,, 


1  7i 


24  4  per  100, 
3  0  per  gall, 
0    3    per  lb. 


4,621    5  5-82 
262    8  5-68 


4,883  13  11.5 


146 


Mr.  Hall's  Report  on  Audit  of  Accounts 
Table  D. — Clothing  Account. 


[8th  Rep. 


Name  of  Article, 


Balance — Value  of  Cloth- 
ing on  hand  29th  Sep' 
tember,  1840  . 
Linen  received  since 

29th  September. 
Ditto  ditto 
Ditto  ditto 
Ditto  ditto 

Frieze  ditto 
Shoes  ditto 
Ditto  ditto 

Leather  ditto 
Twilled  Calico  ditto 

Ticken  ditto 

Ditto  ditto 

Ditto  ditto 

Dhto  ditto 

Ditto  ditto 

Ditto  ditto 

Grey  Calico  ditto 
Ditto  ditto 

Galway  Flannel  ditto 

Swanskin  ditto 

Corduroy  ditto 

Ditto  ditto 

Worsted  ditto 

Scotch  Caps  ditto 

Bengal  Stripe  ditto 

Linsey-woolsey  ditto 

Cotton  Check  ditto 
Thread,  Tapes, 

Needles,  &c.  ditto 


Quantity. 


1,348  yards 
215 
104 
211 


630 
417 


)  3 
J  J 

>  > 

J  > 

>  3 


Price. 


S.  d. 


71  yards 

at  0 

7^  per  yard 

83 

at  0 

5  3 

187 

at  0 

4f  3, 

10,216 

at  0 

6f  ,3 

1,312J  , , 

at  2 

3 

311  pair 

at  3 

6  per  pair 

302  „ 

at  3 

9 

•  • 

at  0    9J  per  yard 

I5        3  3 
8 

n 


10 


l,844i  , , 
60^  3, 


1,056  ,, 
225  ,, 
554i 
679f  , , 

432  lbs. 

50  doz. 
58  3|  yards 
886| 
962 


at  0  5 
at  0  bi 


3  3 
3  3 


Cost  of  wear  and  tearl 
from  29th  September  to| 
25th  March  ....  J 

Balance,  value  of  Clothing  on  hand  on  25th  March,  1841 


at  1 
at  1 


0 

3-2 


at  0  lOJ 
at  0  9| 


3  3 
3  3 
3  3 
3  3 
3  3 

3  3 
3  3 

J  3 

3  3 
3  3 
3  3 


at  1 
at  13 
at  0 
at  0 
at  0 


7J  per  lb. 
6    per  doz. 
74  per  yard 
9i 


£.    «.  d. 


1  12  6 

1  18  0 

3  14  1 

287    6  3 


Amount. 


£.  «.  d. 
1,101  10  5 


54  1  6 
56  12  6 


12  1  10^ 
3  9  4 
6  16  3 
22  13  I 
27  11  2 
17    7  6 


38    8  5 
1    6  5 


24  5  2 
27  12  0 


Total  Amount. 


294  10  10 
147  13  0 


110  14  0 
74  16  6 
54  15  3 


89  19  3 


39  14  10 
52  16  0 
14    5  0 


51  17 
35  2 

33  15  0 
18  4 

34  3 
20    0  lOJ 


15    2  3 


2,189    0  6i 
602    4  1 


1,586  16  5: 


between  the  parties  interested,  they  will  renaain  a  dead  letter;  for  the 
lessor  -will  not  compound  in  behalf  of  his  tenant  while  the  Guardians 
forbear  from  enforcing  payment  of  the  rate,  and  the  Guardians  will 
naturally  be  exceedingly  reluctant  to  institute  legal  proceedings  against 
such  defaulters,  for  the  recovery  of  such  small  sums.  But  it  is  the 
bounden  duty  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  to  proceed,  or  to  direct  the 
collectors  to  proceed,  against  the  parties  whose  default  constitutes  the 
fourth  class  of  arrears,  amounting  to  240/. 

#  *  ♦  *  • 
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I  have  occasion  to  notice,  as  on  the  last  occasion,  that  the  weekly  col- 
lections and  lodgments  have  not  been,  as  they  should  be,  identical.  At 
the  close  of  the  half-year,  Mr.  Gilbert's  account  showed  him  in  debt  to 
the  Union  in  the  sum  of  16/.  5^.  Ad.,  and  Mr.  Seix,  since  deceased,  was 
indebted  at  the  time  of  his  death  in  the  sum  of  36/.  18^.  Qd. :  his 
sureties  should  forthwith  be  required  to  make  good  the  deficiency. 

In  the  Abstract  bb,  I  observe  that  a  small  sum  {21.  3s.  Wd.)  is 
entered  under  the  head  of  relief  by  way  of  loan :  the  cases  are  those  of 
persons  compelled  to  pay  for  the  maintenance  of  relatives  whom  they 
have  suffered  illegally  to  become  inmates  of  the  workhouse.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  the  principle  sanctioned  by  law,  and  thus  practically 
established,  that  natural  relations  must  discharge  their  bounden  duties, 
will  be  more  extensively  acted  on.  Under  the  head  of  othe?'  receipts,  it 
was  to  be  expected  that  some  entry  would  be  found  of  the  proceeds  of 
the  sale  of  oakum  picked  in  the  workhouse :  it  appears,  however,  that 
only  a  very  trifling  sale  of  oakum  has  been  eflfected,  though  the  cost  of 
the  material  has  been  considerable. 

*  *  *  * 

There  appears  to  have  been  no  account  kept  of  the  produce  of  your 
garden,  which  ought  to  have  realized  a  considerable  sum :  the  master  of 
the  workhouse  should  be  directed  to  bestow  special  attention  upon  this 
department,  both  as  a  source  of  profit,  a  means  of  supplying  vegetables 
for  the  hospital,  and  also  as  affording  healthy  and  most  useful  employ- 
ment to  the  partially  infirm  men,  and  the  older  boys. 

The  sum  of  632/.  2s.  S^d.  entered  as  received  from  the  Government, 
is  the  payment  made  on  account  of  the  maintenance  and  clothing  of 
such  paupers  as  were  formerly  inmates  of  the  House  of  Industry.  'I'he 
sum  due  on  the  25th  March  from  the  same  institution  for  the  preceding 
half-year  is  675Z.  16,?.  4frf.  The  increase  arises  from  the  increased 
supply  of  clothing. 

With  reference  to  the  disbursements,  it  is  enough  to  refer  you  to  my 
last  report  for  an  explanation  of  the  principle  on  which  the  several 
expenses  under  the  heads  of  Maintenance  and  Establishment  are  re- 
spectively charged  upon  the  separate  electoral  divisions  of  the  Union. 

Table  E.  (page  148)  shows  the  number  of  days  with  which  each 
electoral  division  has  been  charged,  and  the  expense  thereby  accruing  to 
each,  in  respect  to  maintenance  and  clothing. 

It  will  be  found,  upon  comparing  the  establishment  charges  with  those 
of  the  preceding  half-year,  that  a  satisfactory  reduction  has  been  effected  : 
the  amount  for  the  half-year  ended  29th  September,  1840,  was 
3826/.  65.  2\d.;  that  for  the  half-year  ended  25th  March,  1841, 
1713/.  \s.  Sjc/.,  a  difference  of  2113/.  As.  5fd.  An  equal  reduction  is 
observable  m  the  miscellaneous  expenses  :  for  the  former  half-vear  the 
amount  was  756/.  7v.  9fd.,  for  the  latter  309/.  9^.,— a  difference  of 
446/.  18s.  9|d.  The  particulars  of  these  expenses  are  set  out  in  Table 
G.  (p.  149.) 
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Table  E.— Fiiamed  from  the  Weekly  Relief  f-iht  and  Maintenance  Account,  showing 

of  each  Electoral  Division,  and  the  Total  Cost  of  Maiiiien.ince 


Number  of 

Days 

ID  tb- . 

Names 
of  Electoral 

a 

0) 

ik 
a. 

V 

.  *^ 

Of 

Divisions. 

Of 

"S 

-a 

OJ 

0) 

o 

(S 

is 

is 

CO 

in 

CO 

1— t 

I— 1 

CO 

floVPl'Tl  TnPTl  f 

1160 

1619 

1617 

1611 

1598 

il>/  / 

lt>UJ 

1000 

iUD4 

1004 

io4o 

1523 

1503 

i4cy 

146( 

North  riitv 

5137 

7288 

7384 

/  O  JO 

8028 

S77U 

OOlD 

8819 

S951 

963( 

f  Tnnl  noTr 

50 

70 

7(1 

70 

1  u 

'7n 
i\) 

i  u 

/l> 

7T 

77 

77 

7' 

Plnnlnrf 
V^iUtlUll  1       •  • 

25 

35 

OQ 

£6 

OQ 

no 

30 

35 

03 

3 

li  1  n  nl  1  ao 

45 

50 

*3 

DO 

DO 

TA 

/  u 

/U 

70 

74 

84 

04 

6 

Blanchardstown 

40 

56 

56 

54 

49 

49 

56 

84 

86 

62 

56 

56 

56 

56 

50 

0 

Drumcondra  . 

5 

7 

14 

7 

7 

7 

"J 

7 

27 

35 

40 

42 

42 

42 

56 

7 

Caslleknock  . 

10 

14 

14 

14 

35 

35 

35 

35 

48 

56 

56 

54 

49 

49 

49 

4 

Glassnevin 

10 

21 

21 

21 

28 

35 

35 

47 

49 

49 

6G 

56 

56 

51 

49 

1 

Union  at  large 

70 

99 

no 

119 

126 

175 

179 

210 

221 

233 

267 

303 

308 

338 

401 

\ 

Total  days  for  \ 
each  Week  f 

6552 

9259 

9366 

9540 

9834 

10053 

10275 

10572 

10758 

10937 

11019 

11120 

11034 

j 11186 

11478 

119^ 

The  following  Table  exhibits  the  Establishment  Charges  apportioned  to  tB 
several  Divisions,  and  distinguished  under  separate  principal  heads,  such  1 
Salaries,  Stationery,  and  the  like : — 

Table  F. — Showing  the  Establishment  Charges,  distinguishing  them  under  different  HeaA 


Electoral 
Divisions. 

• 

Salaries. 

Books, 
Prinlins, 
and  Sta- 
tionery. 

Adver- 
tisements 

Furnituve 

and 
Utensils. 

Bedding. 

Rent, 
Repairs, 
Valuation, 
and  other 
Expenses. 

First 
Instalment 
of 

Exchequer 
Loan. 

Total.  • 

i 

£.  s. 

d. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s. 

d. 

£. 

d. 

£.   s.  (1. 

£.    s.  d. 

 i 

£.     s.  ^ 
1226   8  i 

North  City.  . 

323  13 

2i 

60  11  1 

42  14  4 

194  16  Hi 

92 

2 

3i 

310    1  8i 

200    9  2 

Coolock    .  . 

14  14  Hi 

2  14  10 

1  18  8i 

8  16 

hi 

4 

3 

5 

14  0  10 

9  1  a 

55  10  8 

Clontarf    •  . 

10  7 

8 

1  18  7i 

1   7  3 

6  4 

3 

2 

18 

9 

9  17  9 

6    7  10 

39   2  i 

Finglass    .  . 

20  7 

5 

3  15  9 

2  13  5i 

12  3 

9i 

5 

15 

3 

19   7  HI 

12  10  9i 

76  14  * 

Blanchardstown 

19  3 

li 

3  U  3 

2  10  3 

11  9 

3 

5 

8 

4i 

18   4  9f 

11  15  10 

72   2  I<|| 

Drumcondra  . 

17  2 

OJ 

337* 

2   4  lOi 

10  4 

73 

4 

16 

9 

16   5  8 

10  10  6i 

64  0  j 

Ciistleknock  . 

20  8 

5i 

3  15  Hi 

2  13  7 

12  4 

4i 

5 

15 

61 

19  8  11 

12  11  5 

76  18  1 

Qlassncvin 

17  U 

5 

3  5  lOS 

2   6  6 

10  12 

Oi 

5 

0 

3 

16  17  5i 

10  18  2 

66  14  1 

Howth  .    .  • 

9  6 

5 

1  14  8 

1   4  5i 

5  11 

•Oi 

2 

12 

81 

8  17  5i 

5  14  8J 

35    1  lU 

454  17 

7t 

84  11  7i 

59  13  4 

272  3 

3 

128  13 

4 

433  2  6i 

■280   0  0 

1713    1  ? 

I 
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the  Aggregate  Number  of  Days  in  each  Week  passed  in  the  Workhouse  by  the  Paupers 
and  Clothing  chargeable  to  each  Division,  for  the  Half- Year, 


House  in  each  Week. 

Total  Cost 
of 

Maintenance 
and 
Clothing. 

TO 

it 

20tU  Week. 

21st  Week. 

22udWeek. 

23rd  Week. 

u 

(M 

25th  Week. 

26lh  Week. 

Tolal  days 
for  the  Half- 
Year. 

Cost  of 
iMnlaleDance 

CfOsii  01 
Clothing. 

£.  s. 

d. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.   ».  d. 

1456 

1448 

1430 

1419 

1408 

1401 

1393 

1386 

781 

38061 

590  0 

Si 

/y    0  ivy 

CCA  7X 

9962 

10273 

10457 

10621 

10692 

10688 

10631 

10420 

5988 

231990 

3596  8 

0 

400    0  0 

77 

77 

77 

77 

71 

77 

77 

7  i 

77 

44 

1872 

29  0 

5 

00  TO  e 

42 

43 

35 

35 

35 

35 

35 

AO 

37 

20 

827 

12  16 

5 

i-i  lU  iUy 

84 

77 

77 

84 

84 

84 

84 

99 

52 

1792 

27  15 

7i 

0  14  0 

ol  JLU  C)T 

56 

59 

6.5 

63 

63 

63 

63 

63 

63 

36 

1520 

23  11 

3i 

3   3  4 

26  14  7k 

98 

98 

98 

98 

119 

126 

126 

126 

105 

57 

1466 

22  14 

6i 

3    1  1 

25  15 

56 

61 

63 

80 

91 

91 

91 

91 

91 

56 

1373 

21  5 

8i 

2  17  2i 

24   2  10^ 

42 

47 

49 

39 

42 

42 

42 

42 

42 

28 

1043 

16  4 

11 

2   3  8 

13  S  7 

14 

14 

14 

14 

12 

7 

r 
/ 

7 

n 
/ 

4 

107 

1  13 

2 

0   4  5i 

1  17  7t 

455 

515 

612 

539 

578 

589 

581 

643 

611 

353 

9002 

139  11 

0* 

18  15  1 

158    6  1^ 

12342 

12711 

12875 

1311913195 

1 

13203 

13130 

13209 

12938 

7419 

289,058 

4481  1 

9* 

602   4  1 

5083   5  101 

Table  G. — Election,  Law,  and  other  Expenses,  distinguished  under  different  Heads. 


Electoral  Divisions. 

Expenses 

Expenses 

Expenses 

of  Collection. 

of  Valuation. 

of  Kate-books 

C 

ufllQS. 

Total. 

£. 

s.  d. 

£.    s.  d. 

if.   s.  d. 

£. 

s.  d. 

£. 

d. 

North  City  

113 

6  Hi 

UO    0  0 

21    0  0 

8 

14  3i 

233 

1  3i 

Coolock  

0 

3  lOi- 

0 

3  lOJ 

Clontarf  

0 

5  1 

0 

5  1 

Finglass   

4 

5  7 

4 

5  7 

Blanchnrdstown    ,    .  , 

8 

8  Hi 

8 

8  Hi 

Drumcondra  .... 

0 

7  Oi 

0 

7  Oi 

Castleknock  .... 

5 

13  6i 

5 

13  6i 

Glaasneriu  

0 

9  9i 

0 

9  9i 

Howtli  

0 

4  Oi 

0 

4  Oi 

Government  .... 

6 

9  9i 

6 

9  9i 

Total    .    .    .  £ 

133 

4  11 

140   0  0 

21    0  0 

15 

4  I 

309 

9  0 

M 
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Form  4.— Absthact,  Bhowinc  the  Number  of  Paupers  relieved,  the  Number  and  Cost  of 

25th  March, 


Electoral 
divisions. 


Government  .  ■ 

North  City.  .  . 

Coolock        .  , 

Cloutarf  .    .  , 
Fiiiglass  . 
Blanchardstown . 

Drumcondra  .  , 

Castleknock  .  . 
Glassnevin  . 

Howth     .    .  . 

Union  at  large  . 


Total    .  . 


Number  of  Paupers  relieved,  as  per  Relief  List 


Aged  and  Infirm, 
or  permanently 
disabled. 


Adults. 


66 
179 
3 
2 
6 


267 


96 
318 

5 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 


10 


435 


a 

3 

a  "o 
3 


Orphans 

and 
Destitute 
Children 
under  15. 


1 

225 
8 
1 

'2 

1 
2 
3 


247 


Insane 
Persons, 
Lunatics,  and 
Idiots. 


B 


Illegitimate 

Children 
under  15,  with 
their 
Mothers. 


.a 

o 


Widows  and  Women 
whose  Husbands  have 
deserted  them,  or  are 
transported,  having 
a  Child  or  Children 
under  15  dependent 
on  them. 


118 


14 


135 


250 


28 


283 


Paid  Officers,  Assistants,  and  Servants  of  the  Union. 


Name. 


James  H.  Crean 
James  Reid  . 
Catherine  Esmonds 
Rev.  A.  S.  Adamson 
Rev.  D.  B.  Delaney 
James  F,  Duncan 
Frederick  Kirkpatrick 
Gerard  Browne  . 
Christopher  Betty 
Maria  Esmonde . 
Jolin  M'Gowan  . 
Mary  M'Gowan  . 
Ellen  M'Kiernan 
Catherine  Fannin 
Catherine  Clinton 
Stephen  Stratford 
Mathew  Humphrys 
Thomas  J.  Ready 
Mark  Fay     .  . 
Alexander  Scarfo 
Peter  Murphy  . 
Charles  Frankly 
William  Hickey 
Patrick  Sullivan 
Robert  Scully  . 


Francis  Bradshaw 
Edward  Brennan 
John  Cogan  .  , 
Thomas  Gilbert . 


OfHce. 


Clerk  of  the  Union  . 
Master  of  Workhouse 
Matron  of  ditto  .  . 
Protestant  Chaplain 
Roman  Catholic  ditto 
Physician. 
Surgeon  .... 
Apothecary  .    .  • 
Assistant  Master  • 
Assistant  Matron  . 
Schoolmaster 
Schoolmistress  .  . 
Laundress     .    .  . 
Superintendent  of  Childre 
Hospital  Nurse  . 
Gate  Porter  .    •  . 

Cook  

Ward  Master     .  . 

Ditto  

Ditto  

Ditto  

Gardener .... 
Master  Tailor  .  . 
Master  Shoemaker  . 
Barber  .... 


Total 

Collector  iu  the  City  E 
Ditto  ditto 
Ditto  iu  Rural  Divisions 
Ditto  ditto 


Salary  per  Annum. 


£. 

s. 

d. 

100 

0 

0 

80 

0 

0 

40 

0 

0 

50 

0 

0 

50 

0 

0 

60 

0 

0 

60 

0 

0 

60 

0 

0 

50 

0 

0 

15 

0 

0 

26 

0 

0 

20 

0 

0 

15 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

26 

0 

0 

15 

0 

0 

8 

0 

0 

8 

0 

0 

8 

0 

u 

8 

0 

0 

18 

10 

0 

40 

0 

0 

40 

0 

0 

26 

0 

0 

^£843  10 

0 

14  per  Cent, 
li  dilt<i 
2i  ditto 
2i  ditto 


John  Barlow,  Chairman. 
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nigrants,  and  the  Relief  administered  by  way  of  Loan,  during  the  Half-year  ended  the 


r-   ' 

!     \  Register. 

Total  Relieved. 

Expenditure. 

Destitute  through 
Sickness  or  Accident. 

Destitute  through  other 
causes. 

Adalts, 

Children  under  15. 

CO 

0 
H 

Numbers  and 
Cost  of. 
Persons 

Emigrating. 

Amount  of 

Relief 
advanced, 
by  way  of 

Loan, 
under  55th 
section  of 
Irisli  Poor 
Relief  Act. 

Males. 

GQ 
CI 

"3 

B 

Children 
uuder  15, 
dependent 
on  them. 

CO 

"« 

« 

"3 

B 

<u 
b 

Children 
under  15 
dependent 
on  them. 

cn 

<u 

tn 

B 
3 

CO 

« ■ 

1 

3 

23 
250 
1 
1 
6 
2 
4 
1 

46 
564 
1 
2 
3 
5 
2 
5 

167 

*2 

4 
6 
5 

89 
429 
4 
3 

12 
2 
6 
1 

142 
1002 
1 
7 
5 
7 
4 
6 

1 

648 
8 
1 
3 
9 
8 
7 

232 
2079 
13 
11 
20 
18 
18 
14 

2 

si 

1 

35 

'i 

28 

6 
1 
41 

3 
'59 

3 
I 

60 

12 
2 
160 

G 

321 

664 

213 

594 

1236 

749 

2579 

Average  Weekly  Cost 
per  Head. 


Food  and  Necessaries 
Clothing  .... 

Total.    .  . 


Number  of 
Paupers  at 
Commence- 
ment of  the 
Half-year. 


1,317 


Number 
of  Births 

in  the 
Half-year. 


12 


Number 
admitted 

during 
the 
Half-year. 


1,250 


Number 
discharged 

during 
the 
Half-year. 


532 


Number 

of 
Deaths 
in  the 
Half-year. 


199 


Number  of 

Paupers 
at  the  end 

of  the 
Half-vear. 


1.848 


^^'f^'^^-^^^^rZS^^^^^  -ust  be  entered  in  the  colum.. 


A  true  Abstract  ft-om  the  Relief  Books,  Medical 
Retums.and  the  Ledger  of  theNoith  Dublin  Union 
on  this  the  25th  day  of  March,  1841. 

J.  H.  Ckean, 
Clerli  to  the  Board  of  Guardians. 


This  Abstract  has  been  submitted  to  me,  toeether 
with  the  Relief  Hooks,  Medical  Returns,  and  tbe 
Lodt'er,  with  which  1  liave  compared  it.  and  I 
Iiereby  certify  that  the  items  it  contains  are  eorrecti  v 
abstracted  therefrom.  ' 
North  Dublin  Union,  the  13th  day  of  July.  1341. 

UiOHAnn  Hall," .Auditor. 
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Mr.  Halts  Report  on  Audit  of  Accounts        [8th  Rep. 

Form  5  a. — Hai.v-Yearly  Abstkact  of  the  separate  Accounts  of  each  Electoral 


Names  of  Eloclorul 
Divisions. 

Amount  of  previous 
Uale  uncollected 
at  commencement 
of  Half-year. 

iJate  oi  ivuie  for 

the  curtent 
Half-year  at  7^'^- 
in  the  Pound. 

Net  Annual  Value 
of  all 
Projierty  Rated. 



£.  i.  d. 

£.      t.  d. 

North  City  .    .  . 

923  12  11 

25th  Sept.,  1840. 

286,102   1  0 

Coolock .    .    •  . 

16  17  1 

•  • 

•  • 

Clontarf.    .    .  . 

33  16  U 

•  • 

Finglais.    .    •  • 

242   4  Hi 

•  • 

• 

Ttlnnchardstown  . 

17  18  94 

Drumcondra    .  . 

3D  17  7i 

•  • 

•  • 

Castleknock    .  . 

151   6  lOi 

Glassnevin  .    .  . 

42   2  5 

Howth  .... 

21   4  04 

Total    .  . 

1,491  0  94 

•  « 

286,102   1  0 

Form 


Receipts  on  Account  of  each  Electoral  Division. 


Names  of  Elec- 
toral Divisions. 

Balance  in 
Treasurer's 
bands  from  last 
Half-year. 

Amount  of 
Poor  Rate 
Collected* 

Repayment 
of  Relief  by 
way  of  Loan. 

Other 
Receipts, 
if  any. 

Total. 

Balance  due  to 
Treasurer 

at  close  of  last 
Half-year. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

£.    s.  d. 

^e.  s.d. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s. 

d. 

£.    s.  d. 

North  City  .  . 

• 

• 

7,556  12  24 

0  6  0 

17   0  44 

7,573  17 

7 

4/0   3  6 

Coolock     .  . 

78 

6 

8 

7  16  0 

0  16  6 

8G  17 

1 

•  • 

Clontarf .    .  . 

34 

3 

2 

10  2  114 

0  10  104 

44  17 

0 

•  • 

Finglass.    .  . 

* 

41  4  1 

1   1  24 

42  5 

34 

85   6  2 

Blanchardstown 

118 

8 

3 

17  18  94 

1  0  04 

137  7 

1 

•  t 

Drumcondra  . 

90 

4 

6i 

14   1  101 

0  17  104 

105  4 

34 

•  • 

Castleknock  . 

11 

14 

81 

17  2  114 

1   1  4i 

29  19 

04 

Glassnevin  .  . 

96  19  10 

19  11  7i 

1  18  14 

0  18  64 

119  8 

1 

•  • 

Howth  .    .  . 

51 

9 

71 

8   1  14 

0  9  9 

60  0 

64 

•  • 

Government 

632  2  34 

632  2 

34 

632  2  34 

Total.    .  . 

481 

5 

91 

7,G92  11  74 

2  3  14 

653  17  84 

8,831  18 

34 

1,187  11  114 

*  This  Amount  is  shown 

A  true  Statomoutof  Receipts  and  Payments  ou  account  of  the  several  Electoral  Divisions  of  the  North. 

Dublin  Union,  made  this  25th  day  of  March,  1841.  ,  „  „  ,  ,  „  t>     a  ,.f  n..r,.  Ai„,^ 

J.  II.  CiiEAN,  C/ci'fc  to  Uic  Board  of  Ouardians:. 

%*  This  Abstract,  siijnod  by  the  Chairman,  is  to  be  sent  to  the  Poor  Law  CommiBsioncrs  ;  and  a  DnpH- 
every  Member  of  the  Board. 


ll 
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i  , 

Amount  of  Rate 
tlicreou. 

Amount  of  Rate 
to  bo 
collected. 

Amount  collected. 

Amount 
remaininij 
uncollected. 

1        £.    s.  d. 

£.    s.  d. 



£.    s.  d. 

£.    t.  d. 

8,940  13  9i 

9,864  6  8i 

7,556  12  n 

2,307  U  5J 

16  17  1 

7  16  0 

9  11 

•  • 

35  16  li 

10   2  lU 

25  13  2 

•  • 

242   4  1U 

41   4  1 

210    0  lOi 

17  18  9i 

17  18  9i 

39  17  7i 

14    1  lOf 

25  15  81- 

•  • 

151   6  lOi- 

17   2  Hi 

134  3  11 

42   2  5 

19  U  7i 

22  10  9i 

•  • 

21   4  Ol- 

8  1  li 

13   2  11 

j      8,940  13  9i 

io, 431  H  6* 

7,692  n  7* 

2,739   2  Hi 

5  b. 


Espenditure  on  Account  of  each  Electoral  Division, 


Clothing  and 
Maintenance 
of  PaHj)ers. 

Proportion  of 
Est.-iblisliraent 
Charges. 

Amount 
expended  on 
Maintenance  ol 
Non-resident 
Paupers. 

Valuation, 
Collectiou, 
and  other 
Expenses. 

Total. 

In  favour  of 
Electoral 
Division. 

Af;ainst 

Electoral 

Division. 

£.    s.  d. 

£.    s.  d. 

£.  s. 

d. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

£.  s. 

d. 

£.  s. 

d. 

£.  s.  d. 

4,079  14  3 

1,226   8  9i 

113  6 

Si 

283 

1 

3i 

6,172  14 

6 

1,401  3 

1 

32  18  5 

55  10  9 

5  2 

7i 

0 

3  10* 

93  15 

8i 

•  • 

6  18  7i 

14  10  lOi 

39  2  li 

3  12 

3i 

0 

5 

I 

57  10 

4 

12  13  4 

31  10  3i 

76  14  31 

7  1 

9i 

4 

5 

7 

204  IS 

1 

• 

162  12  9i 

26  14  7i 

72  2  11 

6  13 

4 

8 

8  Hi 

113  19  10 

23  7 

3 

•  • 

25  15  7i 

64  8  Of 

5  19 

Oi 

0 

7 

Oi 

96  9 

9 

8  14 

6i 

24   2  lOi 

76  18  2i 

7  2 

H 

5 

13 

6* 

113  16 

9i 

83  17  9 

18   8  7 

66  14  8 

6  3 

4 

0 

9 

9i 

91  16 

4i 

27  11 

Si 

•  • 

;       1  17  7i 

35   2  0 

3   4  lOi 

0 

4 

Oi 

40  8 

6i 

19  12 

0 

.     C69  6  7i 

•  • 

6 

9 

9i 

1,307  18 

8i 

675  16  4i 

4,924  19  9 

1,713   1  8i 

158  6 

11 

309 

9 

0 

8,293  8 

7 

1,480  8 

7 

941  IS  lot 

Balance  at  close  of  Half-year, 


lalso  in  Column  7,  Form  5  a. 
^4u7Dl^"uL  °'  Receipts  and  Payments  of  the  several  Electoral  Divisions  in  the 

Dated  13th  day  of  July.  1841.  ll,c„;,„„  Ham..  AMto,: 

'calc,  signed  by  the  Auditor,  is  to  be  kept  for  the  Board  of  Guardians,  and  a  copy  .Iclivcrcd  by  the  Clerk  to 

John  Barlow.  Uhairman. 


i54       Mr.  HaWs  Report  on  Audit  of  Accounts.      [8th  Rep 
It  only  remains  to  direct  your  attention  to  the  following  Table : — 
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In  the  preceding'  Table  you  will  find  the  balance  sheet  exhibiting  (he 

charge  and  discharge  of  the  Union  funds.    It  appears  that  at  the  close 

of  the  half-year  there  was  due  to  various  tradesmen  the  sum  of  1953/. 

17^.  5rf.,  together  with  Id.  for  fractions  struck  off  from  bills  when 

paid,  while  there  was  due  from  the  treasurer  the  sum  of  589/.  18^. 

llrf.,  and  from  two  of  the  collectors  bZl.  3s.  \0d. ;  so  that  the  ultimate 

balance  against  the  Union  was  1310/.  15^.  Z^d. 

*  *  *  ^  itt 

I  have  the  honour,  &c. 

Richard  Hall,  Assistant  Commissioner  and  Auditor. 


III.  Report  on  the  Audit  of  the  Accounts  of  the  Limerick  Union; 
up  to  Michaelmas,  1841. — By  W.  H.  T.  Hawley,  Esq., /iwii/anf 
Commissioner  and  Auditor. 

Gentlemen,  Limerick,  January  14,  1842. 

Having  completed  the  audit  of  the  accounts  of  the  Limerick 
Union  for  the  half-year  ended  September  29,  1841,  it  becomes  my 
duty  to  lay  the  following  statement  before  your  Board. 

The  period  embraced  by  the  audit  extends  from  the  formation  of  the 
Union  to  the  above  date  ;  the  items  of  the  expenditure  previously  to 
the  opening  of  the  workhouse  on  the  19th  of  May  last  will  therefore 
be  found  to  be  purely  establishment  charges. 

On  examining  the  several  books  I  found  all  those  in  use  which 
are  directed  to  be  provided  by  the  order  of  the  Poor  Law  Commis- 
sioners, but  I  discovered  certain  omissions  and  irregularities  in  the  mode 
of  keeping  them,  to  which  I  consider  it  necessary  to  direct  the 
attention  of  your  Board.  Several  of  the  parish-wardens  who  attended 
the  audit  reported  that  they  had  not  been  supplied  with  the  Application 
and  Report  Books  :  this  appears  to  have  occurred  more  from  the 
difficulty  which  the  clerk  experienced  in  transmitting  them  to  the 
several  wardens  than  from  intentional  neglect  on  his  part,  but  the 
omission,  caused  as  it  may  be,  is  a  serious  one,  and  calculated  to 
frustrate  a  due  inquiry .  into  the  cases  of  such  paupers  as  may 
have  been  provisionally  admitted  into  the  workhouse  during  the  week, 
under  orders  from  the  parish-wardens.  At  the  examination  of  these 
persons  before  the  Board,  it  may  probably  frequently  happen  that  no 
Guardians  from  the  electoral  divisions  in  which  they  are  resident  may 
be  present:  in  such  case  the  only  information  on  which  the  Board 
can  safely  depend  will  be  the  particulars  entered  by  the  parish-war- 
dens in  the  "Application  and  Report  Book;"  and  if  this  evidence  of 
the  circumstances  of  the  paupers  is  wanting,  many  may  be  permitted 
to  enter  the  house  who  actually  possess  no  admissible  claim  to  relief  by 
which  a  serious  injury  will  be  inflicted  on  the  rate-payers.  It  is 
i-ffi"^"''^  stated  that  even  when  these  books  have  been  supplied,  a 
difhculiy  exists  in  securing  their  weekly  return  to  the  Board  To 
this  It  may  be  replied,  that  although  the  order  of  the  Commissioners 
does  not  make  it  imperative  upon  the  wardens  to  be  present  at  every 
meeting  of  the  Board,  still  the  Guardians  have  the  power  of  compellinn- 
their  attendance  whenever  it  may  be  deemed  necessary;  and  if  arrancre- 
ments  cannot  be  made  with  them  for  transmitting  their  books  by  ihe 
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liands  of  the  Guardians  of  their  electoral  divisions,  or  through  some 
other  approvable  channel,  snch  attendance  should  l)e  insisted  on. 

The  entries  in  the  Visitors'  Book  prove  the  visits  of  the  committee 
to  have  been  constant  and  regular,  and  their  attention  to  the  condition 
and  wants  of  the  paupers  unremitting :  to  this  pimctual  discharge  of 
their  duties  is  owing  the  order  and  regularity  which  generally  prevail 
throughout  the  establishment;  and  unless  the  supervision  of  the 
workhouse,  its  offices  and  its  inmates  be  steadily  persevered  in,  disci- 
pline will  inevitably  be  relaxed,  and  abuses  will  creep  in  which  it  will 
be  found  extremely  difficult  hereafter  to  eradicate. 

The  Minute  Book  does  not  exhibit  with  sufficient  accuracy  the 
details  of  the  various  accounts  brought  under  the  weekly  notice  of  the 
Guardians,  and  the  financial  portion  of  the  minutes  are  so  intermingled 
with  the  entries  of  the  general  business  of  the  Board  as  to  make  a 
reference  to  any  particular  item  tedious  and  difficult:  to  remedy  this  I 
have  to  recommend  that  in  future  the  money  accounts  should  be  entered 
in  a  distinct  folio  on  the  dexter  side  of  the  book,  and  the  general 
business  of  the  Board  on  the  sinister. 

The  minutes  of  proceedings  of  the  various  committees  are  entered 
in  the  Minute  Book  :  this  practice  is  irregular,  and  a  book  should 
in  future  be  appropriated  exclusively  to  that  purpose. 

No  entries  appear  as  to  the  Master's  Account  Books  having  been 
authenticated  by  the  clerk  and  submitted  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  for 
their  inspection,  as  required  by  the  following  order  of  the  Commis- 
sioners (Section  1,  paragragh  10  of  the  order  for  keeping  the  work- 
house accounts)  : — "  And  we  do  further  order  that  previous  to  the 
hour  appointed  for  the  Guardians  to  assemble  at  their  meeting,  the 
clerk  shall  ascertain  the  accuracy  of  the  several  entries  made  by  the 
master  of  the  workhouse  in  the  Weekly  Relief  List  (Form  10  A), 
and  Abstract  (Form  10  6);  and  the  Provision  Check  Account  (Form 
11);  and  Provision  Receipt  and  Consumption  Account  (Form  12). 
And  the  clerk  shall  compare  such  entries  with  the  entries  in  the 
Minute  Book,  and  having  authenticated  the  correctness  of  the  same 
by  affixing  his  signature  thereto,  he  shall  exhibit  all  the  said  books  to 
the  Board' of  Gua'rdians  at  every  such  meeting."'  Unless  this  order  is 
strictly  complied  with,  it  will  be  impossible  to  carry  on  the  financial 
business  of  the  Union  with  the  exactness  which  is  requisite  in  a  com- 
plicated system  of  book-keeping. 

The  Application  and  Report  Book  requires  in  many  instances  the 
number  of  the  paupers,  the  dates  of  admission,  and  the  signatures  of 
the  chairman  and  clerk,  to  render  the  entries  complete.  In  the  Inven- 
tory Book  no  entries  have  been  made. 

With  these  exceptions  the  whole  of  the  clerk's  and  master's  books 
appear  to  be  correctly  kept. 

The  state  of  the  collectors'  accounts  (with  the  exception  o(  those  of 
Mr.  Hackett)  is  very  unsatisfactory.  The  order  of  the  Commissioners 
which  directs  them  to  pay  over  to  the  treasurer  weekly,  and  whenever 
the  sum  in  their  hands  shall  amount  to  £50,  all  moneys  collected  by 
them,  appears  to  have  been  entirely  disregarded  ;  and  I  have  reason  to 
believe,  that  had  a  due  degree  of  firmness  and  activity  been  exhibited 
on  their  parts  at  the  commencement  of  their  duties,  the  payment  of  the 
rates  would  have  been  promptly  and  willingly  acceded  to  by  the  rate- 
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pavers  The  lanre  amount  of  rate  left  uncollected  at  the  end  of  the 
huif-year  affords  strong  evidence  of  their  neglect  of  duty  in  this  respect ; 
and  many  of  the  rate-payers,  I  am  informed,  have  never  been  personally 
required  to  pav  tlie  amount  of  their  dues,  the  collectors  trusting  to  the 
chance  of  meetino-  with  them  at  a  fair  or  market,  in  order  to  save  them- 
selves the  trouble^'of  calling  upon  them  at  their  respective  residences. 
The  leo-al  proceedings  which  have  recently  been  instituted  against 
defaulters  have,  I  understand,  had  the  effect  of  compelling  a  more 
prompt  and  general  payment  of  the  rate,  so  that  in  future  the  collectors 
will  have  no  excuse  for  their  remissness  in  its  collection  on  the  ground  of 
opposition  ;  and  to  ensure  regularity  in  their  payments  to  the  treasurer, 
they  should  be  compelled  to  attend  the  Board  regularly  every  week 
with  their  account-books,  and  receive  the  instructions  of  the  Board  of 
Guardians  as  to  proceedings  against  defaulters,  and  other  matters  con- 
nected with  the  discharge  of  their  duties.  Difficulty  in  some  cases,  and 
doubt  in  others,  is  frequently  expressed  by  the  collectors  as  to  the 
recovery  of  the  rate  from  certain  classes  of  defaulters.  These  may  be 
ranked  under  four  heads :  1st.  Those  who  are  exempted  from  the  pay- 
ment of  the  rate  on  legal  grounds.  2nd.  Owners  of  unoccupied 
property.  3rd.  Occupiers  too  poor  to  pay  the  rate,  and  having  no 
property  on  which  distraint  could  be  made.  4th.  Defaulters  who 
wilfully  refuse  or  neglect  to  pay  the  rate.  Before  proceeding  to  show 
the  manner  in  which  these  several  parties  should  be  dealt  with,  I 
would  observe  that  the  valuation  is  a  record  of  the  value  of  all  the  rate- 
able property  in  the  Union,  and  quite  distinct  from  the  rate,  and  although 
the  valuator  (as  he  is  bound  to  do)  may  register  every  species  of  rate- 
able property  in  the  valuation  schedules,  it  does  not  follow  that  it  will 
be  proper  to  include  all  the  tenements  in  the  rate.  For  instance  a  house 
unoccupied  at  the  time  of  making  the  rate  is  exempted,  on  the  ground 
that  no  beneficial  occupancy  exists  to  render  it  rateable,  though  on  the 
other  hand  it  would  be  quite  proper  to  insert  it  in  the  valuation 
schedule,  estimated  at  the  net  annual  value,  or  at  the  rent  at  which  one 
year  with  another  it  would  be  reasonably  expected  to  let  from  year  to  year 
to  a  solvout  tenant.  As  regards  the  1st  head  :  in  revising  the  valuation 
the  valuator  should  be  careful  to  omit  all  those  cases  where  a  legal 
exemption  can  be  clearly  shown,  and  if  any  doubt  exists  it  would  be 
proper  to  obtain  professional  advice  to  enable  him  to  correct  his  entries. 
By  this  means  the  number  of  objections  to  the  valuation,  and  appeal, 
against  the  rate,  would  be  materially  lessened,  and  the  amount  of 
apparent  arrears  would  be  reduced.  2nd.  Property  unoccupied  at  the 
time  of  making  the  rate,  as  I  stated  above,  is  exempted,  and  should 
not  be  brought  into  the  rate  ;  and  where  a  rate  has  been  made  under 
.'uch  circumstances  it  should  be  remitted.  Under  the  3rd  head  are 
included  those  rate-payers  who  are  too  poor  to  pay,  and  have  no  effects 
on  which  distraint  could  be  made  for  the  recovery  of  the  rate.  No  law 
exists  for  the  excusing  of  the  rate  ;  but  as  it  will  be  impossible  to  levy  it 
from  defaulters  who  are  in  a  state  of  pauperism,  orders  should  be  given 
to  the  collectors  not  to  proceed  against  those  who  are  obviously  in  such 
reduced  circumstances  as  to  render  any  attempt  at  its  recovery,  either 
by  distraint  or  otherwise,  impracticable.  The  fourth  class  are  those 
who  wilfully  neglect  or  refuse  to  pay  the  rate  :  against  these  the 
collectors  should  be  directed  to  take  legal  proceedings,  either  under  the 
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warrant  signed  by  the  Board  of  Guardians,  by  a  warrant  obtained 
from  a  magistrate,  or  by  means  of  civil  process.  It  will  be  advisable 
that  the  collectors,  some  time  previously  to  the  close  of  the  half-year, 
should  make  a  report  of  the  names  and  circumstances  of  all  tiie 
defaulters  in  their  several  districts,  which  may  be  presented  to  the 
Board  of  Guardians  for  their  decision  in  each  case,  in  a  form  similar 
to  that  shown  in  Table  A. 


Table  A.— Showing  the  numter  of  Defaulters  in  the  Payment  of  the  Poor  Rate  for  the 
Half-year  ending  ,  with  the  Causes  of  Default,  and  the  Decision  of 

the  Board  of  Guardians  thereon. 


Number  in  Rate 
Book. ' 

Name. 

Descrip- 
tion of 
Properly. 

Net  Annual  Value.  1 

Rate  at    d.  in  the 
Pound. 

Arrears.  | 

Occupiers 
claimin;; 

Ijegal 
Exemp- 
tions. 

Unoc- 
cupied 
Proper- 
ty. J 

Occupiers 
too  Poor 
to  pay,  and 
having  no 
Effects. 

Occupiers 
who  nave 
refused  or 
neglected  to 
pay  the 
Rate. 

Decision  ol 
Board  of 
Guardians, 
aud  ■ 
Instructions 

to  the 
Collectors. 

One  of  the  most  important  Committees  appointed  by  your  Board  is 
that  of  Finance,  whose  meetings,  I  regret  to  observe,  have  been  very 
irregular.  Upon  the  vigilant  discharge  of  the  duties  of  this  body  will 
mainly  depend  the  accurate  working  of  the  accounts  of  the  Union  : 
it  will  be  their  care,  previously  to  the  meeting  of  the  Board,  to  examine 
all  bills  presented  for  payment  by  the  clerk,  master,  or  other  officer, 
to  ascertain  that  the  charges  are  correct,  and  that  the  terms  of 
agreement  with  the  contractors  have  been  complied  with  :  they  will 
inspect  the  several  accounts  opened  in  the  ledger,  check  the  collectors' 
and  treasurer's  accounts,  and  Report  to  the  Board  upon  all  matters 
relating  to  the  revenue  and  expenditure  of  the  Union,  Your  rules  for 
regulating  the  proceedings  of  the  Committee  are  so  ably  and  clearly 
framed,  that  they  only  require  due  application  to  produce  the  effect  for 
which  they  were  intended. 

Amongst  the  Tables  which  will  appear  in  this  Report,  the  first  to 
which  I  beg  to  draw  your  attention  is  the  Abstract,  Form  4,  showing 
the  number  of  paupers  relieved  in  the  workhouse  since  the  opening  of 
the  house  on  the  19th  of  May  last.  From  the  statements  it  contains,  it 
appears  that  the  number  who  have  been  admitted  into  the  house  from 
that  period  up  to  the  29th  of  September  last,  amounts  to  1688,  of 
whom  549  were  discharged,  34  died,  and  1109  were  remaining  at  the 
end  of  the  half-year.  About  one-third  the  number  of  paupers  who 
were  admitted  into  the  house  during  the  half-year  are  thus  proved  to 
liave  left  it,  which  is  probably  attributable  more  to  the  season  of  the 
year,  when  hay-making  and  other  avocations  offered  employment, 
than  to  the  want  of  inducement  to  remain,  offered  by  the  superior 
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comforts  of  the  institution,  as  compared  with  the  condition  of  the  in- 
mates in  their  own  habitations :  the  fact,  at  all  events,  proves  that  a 
large  class  took  advantage  of  that  relief  which  was  intended  to  be 
afforded  only  temporarily  in  the  workhouse,  and  made  it  a  refuge  from 
destitution  only  so  long  as  circumstances  prevented  them  from  depend- 
ing upon  their  own  exertions  for  support. 

The  deaths  are  few  in  proportion  to  the  numbers  received  into 
the  workhouse,  and  the  cases  are  chiefly  those  of  old  age  and  chronic 
disease.  From  the  nature  of  those  establishments,  a  large  proportion 
of  infirm  and  bed-ridden  inmates  will  constantly  be  their  occupants. 
Of  these  cases,  which  are  generally  permanent,  the  returns  of  the 
medical  officers  for  the  most  part  consist,  and  the  hospital  reports 
exhibit  no  statement  of  infectious  or  dangerous  disease.  The  house, 
since  the  period  of  its  opening  for  the  reception  of  the  poor,  has  in  fact 
been  remarkably  healthy,  and  the  medical  relief  to  the  sick  has  been 
administered  in  a  manner  highly  creditable  to  the  medical  officers, 
whose  time  and  labour  have  been  unsparingly  bestowed  on  their  pro- 
fessional duties. 

On  referring  to  the  different  classes  of  paupers  exhibited  in  the 
Form,  it  is  impossible  not  to  be  struck  with  the  disproportionate  num- 
ber of  that  class  for  whose  relief  the  workhouse  is  principally  provided, 
namelj',  the  aged  and  infirm  :  it  amounts  to  only  263,  and  of  these 
the  sexes  are  nearly  equally  divided.  The  lunatics  and  idiots  are  56 
in  number;  adults  destitute  through  sickness  or  accident,  68;  children 
of  all  classes,  666  ;  leaving  639  able  adults  of  both  Sexes,  capable  of 
obtaining  alivehhood  by  their  own  industry.  On  a  more  minute  ex- 
amination of  the  classes,  219  orphans  and  destitute  children  will  be 
observed,  many  of  whom  have  doubtless  been  driven  to  seek  an  asylum 
in  the  house,  from  the  withholding  of  the  usual  county  presentments, 
by  which  they  have  hitherto  been  supported  ;  but  the  total  number  is 
so  great  as  to  lead  to  the  belief  that  others  have  been  palmed  upon 
the  Board  as  orphans  whose  parents  are  still  actually  in  existence. 
Much  caution  will  be  necessary  in  the  administration  of  relief  to  this 
class,  and  inquiry  and  discrimination  will  alone  prevent  the  workhouse 
from  becoming  an  hospital  for  foundlings,  and  thus  re-opening  an 
incentive  to  vice  and  immorality,  which  has  happily  received  a  check 
by  the  suppression  of  those  establishments. 

The  class  of  [^mothers  with  illegitimate  children  is  small,  and  I  have 
derived  much  satisfaction  from  observing  that  your  Board  have  in  all 
cases  discouraged  this  species  of  immorality  by  refusing  relief,  where 
practicable,  to  the  claimant  under  such  circumstances. 

The  widows  and  women  whose  husbands  are  alleged  to  have  de- 
serted them  constitute  a  very  numerous  class.  In  the  administration 
of  relief  to  the  latter,  the  cases  which  come  under  examination  before 
the  Board  cannot  be  too  closely  watched,  or  the  circumstances  of  the 
applicants  too  minutely  inquired  into. 

I  have  but  too  frequently  been  witness  to  the  gross  prevarication 
and  barefaced  attempts  at  imposition  practised  by  these  persons,  when 
attending  the  different  Boards  in  the  district  under  my  charge,  and  I  am 
convinced  thiit  every  advantage  will  be  taken  of  that  kind  and  benevolent 
feeling  which  naturally  throws  the  shield  of  protection  over  deserted  and 
defenceless  females,  as  well  as  of  the  difficulty  of  tracing  the  parties 
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actually  liable  for  the  relief  afforded,  to  throw  wives  and  children  in 
wholesale  numbers  into  the  workhouse,  to  be  supported  at  the  public 
expense,  whilst  the  husbands  and  fathers  are  iinprovidently  dissipating 
their  earnings,  or  living  on  the  charity  obtained  by  mendicancy. 

In  the  Limerick  workhouse,  I  doubt  not  that  there  are  at  the 
present  time  able-bodied  women  with  families,  whose  husbands  are 
known  to  be  living  in  the  neighbourhood  ;  and  though  the  evil  is  now 
in  a  great  measure  checked  by  the  vigilance  of  your  Board,  still  it 
appears  but  justice  to  (he  rale-payers,  and  a  vindication  of  the  law, 
that  a  remedy  should  be  applied  retrospectively,  and  that  wherever 
a  case  of  this  nature  can  be  clearly  established,  the  parties  should  be 
discharged  from  the  workhouse. 

It  will  be  in  the  recollection  of  your  Board  that  T  called  your  atten- 
tion to  this  dangerous  evil  at  a  very  early  period  of  the  administra- 
tion of  relief,  when  a  committee  was  appointed  (with  which  I  had 
the  honour  of  acting),  and  the  cases  of  many  of  the  women  who  were 
alleged  to  be  deserted  by  their  husbands  were  investigated  and  re- 
ported to  your  Board,  the  result  of  which  was  the  dismission  of  many 
of  them. 

The  Committee,  however,  from  stress  of  business,  discontinued  its 
labours  before  the  object  which  brought  it  into  existence  had  been 
fully  attained  ;  but  the  desired  effect  may  still  be  produced  by  a  resump- 
tion of  its  labours,  a  point  which  I  beg  to  recommend  to  the  serious 
and  early  attention  of  your  Board. 

Of  the  illegality  of  relief  under  such  circumstances  there  can  be  no 
question,  since  the  husband,  who  is  liable  for  the  relief  afforded  to 
his  wife  or  child,  cannot  legally  separate  his  condition  from  theirs; 
and  the  moral  tendency  of  such  a  proceeding  is  to  subvert  that  mutual 
dependence,  and  that  identity  of  interest  between  husband  and  wife, 
and  parent  and  child,  which  are  inculcated  and  enforced  alike  by  the 
social  duties  of  society,  by  religion,  and  by  the  law. 

Under  the  head  of"  Destitute  from  other  causes"  are  included  all  the 
able-bodied  paupers,  of  whom  the  females  exhibit  a  large  majority  over 
the  males,  the  number  of  the  former  being  321,  of  the  latter  234. 

This  disparity  is,  I  believe,  chiefly  attributable  to  insufficiency  of 
hard  work,  and  to  a  more  liberal  diet  and  greater  general  comforts 
allowed  to  females  in  the  workhouse  than  they  are  able  or  accustomed 
to  obtain  in  their  own  dwellings.  A  womaji  who  has  been  inured  to 
hard  labour  in  the  field,  or  domestic  drudgery  in  a  town,  will  too  oflen, 
it  may  be  feared,  find  her  condition  altered  for  the  better,  when  she 
is  only  required  to  card  or  spin  a  small  portion  of  wool,  to  make  or 
mend  the  clothing  of  the  establishment,  or  attend  on  some  of  the 
younger  children ;  and  such  is  the  employment  of  the  greater  portion 
of  the  able  women  now  receiving  relief  in  the  workhouse.  Unless  some 
employment  of  a  more  laborious  and  less  inviting  nature  be  devised, 
I  have  no  hesitation  in  stating  my  opinion  that  the  present  inmates  of 
this  class  will  remain  a  dead  weight  upon  the  rate-payers,  there  not 
being  sufficient  stimulus  to  induce  them  to  seek  an  independent  liveli- 
hood by  their  own  exertions  ;  and  the  workhouse  may  become  a  per- 
manent receptacle  for  the  idle,  instead  of  being  applied  to  its  legitimate 
purpose  of  a  temporary  refuge  from  destitution.  Such  will  be  the  cer- 
tain result  of  rendering  the  condition  of  this  or  any  other  class  of  paupers 
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in  the  workhouse  more  eligible  than  a  course  of  honest  labour  in  an  in- 
dependent state  of  life  out  of  it. 

I  am  informed  that  in  some  of  the  Union  workhouses  many  of  the 
robust  and  healthy  female  able-bodied  paupers  are  set  to  breaking 
stones,  and  as  this  is  an  occupation  at  which  female  children  are  fre- 
quently employed  by  their  parents  out  of  the  house,  no  objection  can 
exist  to  the  female  inmates  being  employed  in  the  same  manner. 

To  render  the  labour  more  easy,  stones  partially  broken  by  the  male 
paupers  might  be  supplied  to  them  to  reduce  to  the  state  of  fine  gravel. 
Oakum-picking  should  also  be  provided,  an  employment  of  the  ef- 
ficiency of  which  your  Board  have  had  an  opportunity  of  judging. 

Levelling  the  workhouse  ground,  breaking  stones,  and  assisting  in 
the  erection  of  the  boundary  walls,  and  other  contemplated  additions  to 
the  workhouse,  will  find  sufficient  employment  for  all  the  male  paupers 
for  a  time  ;  but  as  a  general  rule,  their  work  should  be  meted  out  to 
them  by  task  or  measure,  as  far  as  is  practicable,  and  no  meal  allowed 
to  be  taken  till  the  work  is  fairly  and  properly  performed. 

The  boys  are  very  properly  employed  in  stone-breaking,  gardening-, 
and  various  trades  ;  the  girls  in  household  work,  making  and  mending 
the  clothing,  by  which  a  considerable  saving  is  effected  to  the  Union, 
knitting  and  other  avocations  calculated  to  fit  them  for  service,  and 
render  them  useful  and  industrious  members  of  society  on  quilting  the 
house  ;  and  the  schools  generally,  both  with  regard  to  mental  and  indus- 
trial training,  are  in  a  state  highly  creditable  to  the  committee,  to  whom 
their  management  has  been  intrusted. 

In  the  column  headed  "Number  and  cost  of  persons  emigrating" 
no  entries  appear:  it  will,  however,  be  worthy  the  future  consideration 
of  your  Board,  whether  the  provisions  of  the  51st  section  of  the  Poor 
Relief  Act  might  not  be  extensively  applied,  with  advantage  to  the  rate- 
payers, not  only  to  the  present  able-bodied  inmates  of  the  workhouse, 
but  to  all  those  whose  pauperised  condition,  out  of  it,  makes  it  probable 
that  they  may  hereafter  become  applicants  for  relief :  this  remark,  it  is 
obvious,  will  apply  particularly  to  the  Limerick  electoral  division. 

Relief  by  way  of  loan  does  not  appear  to  have  been  granted  in  any 
instance  under  the  55th  section  of  the  Act,  but  it  is  desirable  that  effect 
should  be  given  to  this  provision  wherever  practicable. 

The  same  Form  shows  the  number  of  paupers  chargeable  to  the 
respective  electoral  divisions  of  the  Union,  as  entered  in  the  register 
directed  to  be  kept  by  the  master  of  the  workhouse. 

Those  charged  to  the  Limerick  electoral  division  are  the  most  nu- 
merous, as  was  to  be  apprehended  from  its  connexion  with  a  city 
having  a  large  pauperised  population.  In  the  remaining  divisions  they 
appear  to  be  fairly  distributed  according  to  general  circumstances;  and 
from  the  divisions  of  Murroe  and  Doone  not  a  single  pauper  has  been 
hitherto  admitted  into  the  workhouse. 
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Form  4. — Limerick  UnIok.   Abstract,  showing  the  Number  of  Paupers  Relieved 

during  the  Half-Yea 


Number  of  Paupers  Relieved  as  per  Relic 


Aged  and  Infirm, 
or  permanently 
Disabled. 

Orphans 

and 
Destitute 
Children 
underl5. 

Insane  Per- 
sons,Lunatics 

Illegitimate 
Children 

underl5,  with 
their 
Motheis. 

Widows,  and  Women 
whose  Husbands  have 
deserted  them  or  are 
Transported,  liavinga 
Child  or  Cliildren 
under  13  dependent 
on  them. 

Electoral  Divisiong. 

Adults. 

and  Idiots. 

Chil- 
dren 

at 

a 

Males. 

Fem. 

uuder 
15. 

Males. 

Fem. 

1 

Mothers. 

Children. 

0 

5 

Limerick  .... 
Patrickswell  .  . 
Orecora  .... 
Fedamore  .... 

-LJ(1  i  1  Y  U  1  1 1^ I\C u     .         .  . 

Kilmurry  .... 

Abiiigton  .... 
Cappamore  . 

Caslleconnell.  . 
ICillokennedy.    .  . 
Kilfeenaglita  . 
Kiltannonlea  .    .  . 
Kilseely  .... 
Killeely  .... 
Union  at  large     .  . 

53 
4 
3 
1 

3 

2 

3 
3 

4 
3 
4 
3 
1 
6 
40 

62 

■4 
2 

3 
1 

'3 

2 
4 

49 

31 
'4 

i 

27 

83 
4 

6 

i 

*2 

i 
s 

i 

119 

13 

2 
1 

1 
1 

38 

2 

1 
2 

4 
1 

1 
3 

40 

1 

i 
i 

"i 

'3 
1 
4 

*3 
24 

82 

'3 
'3 

'5 

"g 

1 

14 
64 

Total  .    .  . 

133 

130 

63 

219 

13 

43 

5 

8 

79 

178 

Paid  Officers,  Assistants,  and  Servants  in  the  Union. 


Name. 


John  Ryan  .  . 
John  .Scott  .  . 
Mary  Scott  . 
Daniel  Griflin  . 
Mic  hael  Brodie  . 
Rev.  J.  Elmes  . 
Rev.  R.  Walsh  . 
Dennis  O'Connor 
John  Galvin  .  . 
lyucy  Galvin  .  . 
John  Simpson  . 
Naomi  Simpson. 
Timothy  O'Kelly 
Thomas  McNamara 
Patrick  Maloue  . 
Eliza  Riedv  .  . 
Alicia  O'Neill  , 


Office. 


Clerk  .  . 
Master  . 
Mati-on  . 
Physician, 
Ditto  .  . 
P.  Chaplain 
R.  C.  Chaplain  .  . 
Assistant  Master 
Schoolmaster    .  . 
Schoolmistress  . 
Male  Lniiatic  Keeper 
Female  Lunatic  Keeper 
Apothecary 
Wardsmau 
Ditto  .  . 
Cook  .  . 
Ditto  .  . 


Total. 


Salary 
Per  Anniiui. 


£.  s. 

d 

60  0 

0 

60  0 

0 

30  0 

0 

40  0 

0 

40  0 

0 

25  0 

0 

30*  0* 

0 

no  0 

0 

20  0 

0 

30  0 

0 

20  0 

0 

30  0 

0 

10  8 

0 

10  8 

0 

3  0 

0 

3  0 

0 

441  16 

0 
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J^umber  and  Cost  of  Emigrants,  and  the  Relief  admiaistered  by  way  of  Loan, 
d  September  29,  1841. 


ind  Register. 

Total  Relieved. 

Total. 

Expenditure. 

Remarks. 

stitute  throngh 
ness  or  Accident. 

Destitute 
through  other  Causes. 

Adults. 

Chil- 
dren 
under 
15. 

Number 
and  Cost  ol 

Persons 
Emigrating 

Amount  of 
Relief  ad- 
vanced by 
way  of  Loan 
under  55Ui 
Section  of 
Irish  Poor 
Relief  Act. 

i.  Fern. 

Children 
under  15 
depend- 
ent on 
them. 

Males. 

Fem. 

Children 
under  15 
depend- 
ent on 
them. 

Males 

Fem. 

No. 

Cost. 

19 

i 

23 

7 

2 
9 

126 
3 

'2 

*4 

'3 

3 
1 
8 
3 
2 

79 

158 
5 

150 

Ill 
2 
4 
1 

"4 

'4 

12 

"2 

40 

192 
4 
7 
1 

4 
2 
2 

3 
8 

's 

7 
5 
11 
4 

8 
138 

283 
7 
5 
4 

'5 

i 

6 
5 
1 
8 
2 
9 
286 

318 
7 
4 
10 

■7 

'i 

2 
11 
1 

24 
1 
19 
261 

793 
18 
16 
15 
4 
14 
2 

3 
10 

16 
23 
7 
43 
7 
36 
685 

•• 

43 

18 

234 

321 

180 

404 

622 

666 

1692 

Average  Weekly  Cost 
per  Head. 

Number  of 
Paupers  at 
commence- 
ment of  Half- 
Year. 

Number  of 
Births  iu  the 
Half-Year. 

Number  ad- 
mitted 
during  the 
Half-Year. 

Number  dis- 
charged 
duviilg  the 
Half-Year. 

Number  of 
Deaths 
in  the 

Half-Year. 

Number  of 
Panjiers  .it 
the  end  of  the 
Half-Year. 

Pood  .    .  , 
Clothing .  , 

Total  .  . 

J.  d. 
1  85^ 

24 

None. 

4 

IG83 

549 

34 

1109 

i.  true  Abstract  from  the  Relief  Books,  Medical  Re- 

iribP  In  If  .^''"'Sf  °f  Limerick  Union  on 
tins,  the  10th  day  of  December.  1841. 

John  K  van,  Clerli  to  the  Board  of  Ouardians. 


This  Abstract  has  been  submitted  to  nie.together  wiili 
the  Relief  BooUs.Medical  Returns,  and  the  Led<'er 
with  which  I  have  compared  it,  and  I  lierehy 
certify  that  the  items  it  contains  are  correctly  ab- 
stracted therefrom. 

Limerick  Union,  the  10th  day  of  December  1841 

W.  H.  T.  mwhSY',  Auditor. 
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The  number  of  paupers  chargeable  to  the  Union  at  large  appears 
excessive,  amounting  to  no  less  than  685.  Upon  this  subject  I  should 
have  considered  it  my  duty  to  have  made  some  observations,  but 
the  discussion  of  this  question  now  going  on  between  your  Board 
and  the  Commissioners  permits  me  only  to  reiterate  the  opinion  which 
I  have  constantly  expressed  before  your  Board,  that  a  greater 
latitude  of  interpretation  has  generally  been  applied  to  the  word 
"  resident''  than  appears  to  have  been  contemplated  by  the  framcrs  of 
the  Act. 

Amongst  the  paupers  so  charged,  a  considerable  number  unques- 
tionably belongs  to  the  class  of  mendicants,  but  the  operation  of  the 
Act  has  as  yet  done  little  towards  clearing  away  these  blots  from  the 
constitution  of  society. 

The  streets  are  still  infested  by  a  throng  of  professed  beggars ;  the 
implements  of  whose  trade  often  are  assumed  disease,  untiring  im- 
portunity, imposture,  and  abuse;  and  the  roads  display  the  usual 
number  of  vagrants  returning  daily  with  the  spoils  obtained  from  the 
labours  of  the  industrious  farmer.  Were  a  fair  compulation  made  of 
the  amount  of  the  exactions  levied  by  this  traffic  on  the  feelings  and 
credulity  of  the  humane,  it  would  be  found  (o  exceed  that  of  the 
poor  rate  ;  and  when  once  a  legal  provision  for  the  support  of  the 
destitute  has  been  supplied  by  means  of  a  compulsory  contribution, 
the  public  have  a  right  to  be  protected  from  the  consequences  of  an 
evil,  which,  by  imposing  a  double  tax  upon  the  public,  will  render  the 
Poor  Law  a  burthen  rather  than  a  blessing  to  the  community.  It 
is  in  vain  to  expect  that  the  Poor  Law,  powerless  as  it  is  at  present 
to  repress  the  evil,  will  either  force  the  beggar  into  the  workhouse,  or 
oblige  him  to  desist  from  his  present  calling ;  and  until  it  receives  the 
aid  of  some  collateral  enactment  which  will  render  mendicancy  penal, 
where  the  means  of  legal  relief  are  at  hand,  it  will  fail  in  the  beneficial 
effect  it  is  otherwise  so  well  calculated  to  produce. 

In  the  same  Form  will  be  found  the  average  weekly  cost  of  the 
maintenance  of  the  paupers  in  the  workhouse.  This  charge  includes, 
besides  food  and  necessaries,  such  as  coals,  candles,  soap,  straw,  &c., 
all  extras  used  in  the  infirmary  and  infirm  wards,  such  as  wine,  meat, 
broth,  medicine,  &c. 

The  total  cost  per  head  of  the  weekly  supply  for  this  purpose  is 
Is.  ^\\d. :  to  this  is  to  be  added  the  cost  of  clotliing,  which  is  estimated 
at  2^d.  per  week,  making  the  aggregate  weekly  cost  of  food,  necessaries, 
and  clothing  for  a  single  pauper,  1^.  lOf  |cZ. 

The  estimate  for  clothing  has  been  made  upon  an  average  of  the 
cost  of  a  suit  of  clothing  for  each  of  the  several  classes  in  the  house, 
which  will  amount  to  about  10^.  9^d. ;  and  asumiug  that  a  suit  of 
clothing  will  last  for  a, year,  the  cost  of  wear  and  tear  for  a  week  is 
found  to  be  about  2|f/.  The  following  calculation  of  the  average  cost 
on  the  prices  of  the  various  articles  of  clothing  furnished  to  each  of  the 
paupers  of  the  respective  classes  will  elucidate  this  statement: — 
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Mens  Clothing. 


Jacket  . 

TiQwsers 

Shirt  .  . 

Shoes 

Stockings. 

Cap  . 

Suspenders 


s.  d. 
.  6  10 

.  4  3 

,  2  0 

.  5  0 

,  0  sh 

.  0  4i 

,  0  3 

19  44 


Jacke 
Trovvser 
Shirt  .  . 
Suspenders 


Boys'  Clothing. 

r      •      •  • 

>ers  J 


s. 


1 

0 


d. 
1 

1 

3 


8  5 


Women's  Clothing. 


Gown 
Petticoat 
Shift  . 
Cap  . 
Shoes 
Stockings 


s.  d. 

1  10 

2  5 
1  7 
0  3 

3  7 
0  10 


10  6 


Girls'  Clothing. 


Frock 
Petticoat 
Shift  . 


s.  d. 

2  4 

1  6 

1  0 

4  10 


Abstract. 

£.  s.  d. 

Men's  Clothing    .     .     .     .  0  19  42- 

Women's  do  0  10  6 

Boys'       do  0    8  5 

Girls'       do  0    4  10 


Aggregate  cost 


4)2    3  91- 


Average 


0  10  9i 


The  Average  on  the  Aggregate  sum  of  2l.  3s.  9f(i.  will  be  10^.  9jcf., 
and  the  cost  of  wear  and  tear  per  week  about  2kd.  The  charge  for 
bedding  is  carried  to  the  establishment,  and  is  calculated  as  follows  : — 

£.   s.  d. 

Two  blankets  0  11  If 

One  bed-tick  0    6  0 

One  coverlet  0    4  9 

One  bolster     .....  0    1  2 

Two  sheets  0    2  7 


£1 


Owing  to  the  great  damage  done  to  the  bedding  in  the  hospital,  in 
the  infirm  wards,  and  by  the  children,  and  the  consequent  repairs,  more 
bedding  is  used  by  these  classes  than  by  the  healthy  paupers  ;  and  ou 
the  average  of  all  the  bedding  used  in  the  house,  it  is  probable  that 
the  supply  for  each  bed  will  not  last  for  more  than  seven  years.  On 
this  datum,  the  average  cost  of  each  bed  in  actual  use  will  not  exceed 

N 
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3s.  4d.  per  year,  and  for  each  pauper  relieved  will  not  exceed  ^d.  per 
week. 

A  statement  of  the  salaries  of  the  paid  officers,  assistants,  and  servants 
of  the  establishment  completes  the  information  contained  in  Form  4. 
From  this  it  appears  that  the  Rev.  J.  Elmes,  who  has  been  regularly 
appointed  as  Protestant  chaplain  by  the  Commissioners,  is  entitled  to  a 
salary  of  25/.  per  annum;  but  on  referring  to  the  establishment  account 
in  the  ledger,  I  perceived  that  he  had  been  allowed  10/.  for  the  last 
quarter,  in  consequence  of  your  Board  having  agreed  to  raise  his 
salary  to  40/.,  upon  which  I  beg  to  observe  that  the  duties  of  the  Pro- 
testant chaplain  have  not  been  of  so  onerous  a  nature  as  to  require  any 
increase  in  the  amount  of  remuneration  for  his  services,  there  being 
only  34  Protestant  paupers  in  the  workhouse,  the  remainder  being  all 
Roman  Catholics ;  and  that,  under  the  48th  section  of  the  Poor  Relief 
Act,  the  appointment  of  the  chaplains  and  the  regulating  of  their 
salaries  is  assigned  exclusively  to  the  Commissioners,  the  Boards  of 
Guardians  having  no  power  to  interfere  in  their  arrangements  for  that 
purpose.  In  consequence  of  this,  I  have  considered  it  my  duty  to  allow 
the  payment  made  to  Mr.  Elmes  provisionally,  on  the  understanding 
that  the  surplus,  amounting  to  3/.  15s.,  shall  be  deducted  from  his  next 
half-year's  salary. 

No  appointment  of  a  Roman  Catholic  chaplain  has  yet  been  made  by 
the  Commissioners,  notwithstanding  which  I  found  an  entry  iu  the 
ledger  of  18/.  155.  to  the  Rev.  E.  Walsh  for  a  quarter's  salary.  It  was 
my  duty  to  have  disallowed  this  payment  altogether ;  but  as  Mr.  Walsh 
will  probably  be  appointed  hereafter,  I  considered  it  advisable  to  allow 
the  payment^  subject  to  the  deduction  of  any  surplus  beyond  the  salary 
to  be  allowed  by  the  Commissioners  when  the  first  payment  is  made  to 
him  after  his  appointment. 

With  respect  to  the  payment  of  the  salaries  of  officers  generally,  I 
would  draw  the  attention  of  your  Board  to  the  Order  of  the  Commis- 
sioners, which  directs  that  "  each  paid  officer  of  the  Union,  who  is 
bound  to  account  under  the  Order,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  his  salary 
half-yearly,  as  soon  after  the  termination  of  the  half-year  as  his  accounts 
for  such  half-year  shall  have  been  duly  audited  and  allowed  by  the 
auditor ;  and  the  fact  of  such  audit  and  allowance  shall  be  recorded  in 
the  minute-book,  and  be  a  warrant  for  the  payment  of  the  salary  of 

such  officer."  . 

Table  B  (see  p.  167)  shows  the  ordinary  dietaries  of  healthy  paupers, 
arranged  in  four  classes,  the  cost  of  which  is  higher  on  the  average  than 
that  of  any  other  Union  in  the  district.  This  is  attributable  to  excess 
in  the  quantity  of  provisions  allowed,  and  not  to  the  amount  of  the  con- 
tracts which  are  comparatively  as  low  as  in  other  Unions.  To  the  male 
paupers,  8  ozs.  of  oatmeal  and  4  lbs.  of  potatoes  are  issued  daily,  with 
^    ^  -  ■       ••   -11-       -'-e  women,  7  ozs.  of  oatmeal, 

3A  lbs.  of  potatoes,  and  the  same  quantity 

y^^  ^  — -1  I—   '1     r,r>f-.ifnpc  icj  iVms  :illowed  to  each  individual  in 


one  pint  and  a  quarter  of  new  milk;  to  the  women,  7  ozs.  of  oatmeal, 
3^  lbs.  of  potatoes,  and  the  same  quantity  of  milk.  One  ounce  ot  oat- 
meal and  half  a  pound  of  potatoes  is  thus  allowed  to  each  individual  in 
these  classes  beyond  the  (luantity  sanctioned  by  the  Commissioners,  and 
new  milk  has  been  substituted  for  sour  milk  at  dinner.  This  addition 
of  food  has  a  doubly  injurious  effect:  when  distributed  over  so  large  a 
number  of  inmates,  it  seriously  increases  the  expense,  and  it  places  the 
paupers  in  a  better  condition  than  the  independent  poor,  supporting 
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themselves  by  their  own  industry.  I  am  aware  that  in  the  substitution 
of  new  for  sour  milk,*  the  quantity  of  the  former  has  been  reduced  to 
equalize  the  cost  with  the  latter ;  but  a  direct  inducement  is  still  held 
out  to  pauperism  by  the  general  use  of  an  article  of  food  which  is  seldom 
used  by  the  poor  in  their  own  habitations. 


Tablr  B. — Limerick  Union. — Dietary  of  Healthy  Paupers. 


Classes. 

Breakfast. 

Dinner. 

Lunch. 

Weekly 
Cost. 

Adult  males    .    .  | 

8  ozs.  oatmeal, 
J  pint  new  milk. 

4  lbs.  potatoes, 
J  pint  new  milk. 

I  None 

4-.  d. 

1  Si 

Women  and  Childrenf 
over  9  years  of  age  [ 

7  ozs.  oatmeal, 
3  pint  new  milk. 

3^  lbs.  potatoes, 
f  pint  new  milk. 

1  None 

1  7 

Children  from  5  to  9  | 

4  ozs.  oatmeal, 
^  pint  new  milk. 

2  lbs.  potatoes/ 
f-  pint  new  milk. 

1  4  ozs.  bread 

1  4| 

Children  from  2  to  5  | 

5  ozs.  bread, 
5  pint  new  milk. 

1  lb.  potatoes, 
f  pint  new  milk. 

1  5  ozs.  bread 

1  5^ 

Infants  under  2 

Daily,  8  ozs,  brea 

d  and  1  pint  new  m 

ilk. 

1  n 

Average  for  these  classes.  Is.  7d.  per  week. 


Table  C. — Hospital  Dietary. 


Diets. 

Breakfast. 

Dinner. 

Supper. 

Weekly 
Cost. 

Full    .  j 

Middle  || 
Low  . 

8  ozs.  bread, 
f  pint  new  milk. 

4  ozs.  bread, 
f  pint  new  milk. 

Daily,  4  ozs.  bread 
4  ozs,  oatmeal. 

f8  ozs.  bread,  or) 
<3J  lbs.  potatoes,) 
[f  pint  new  milk,  J 

4  ozs,  bread, 
f  pint  new  milk, 

,  4  pints  milk,  includ 

4  ozs.  bread, 

^  pint  new  milk. 

2  ozs.  bread, 

5  pint  new  milk. 

ing  ^  of  water,  and 

s.  d. 

}   2  0| 

}   1  6i 
1  lOf 

Average  for  Hospital  dietary,  2s.  6^. 

1    ■  _  r 

General  Diet  for  Aged  and  Infirm,  by  direction  of  Medical  Officers. 

Men   .  1 
Women  | 

8  ozs,  bread, 
f  pint  new  milk. 

8  ozs.  bread, 
J  pint  new  milk. 

1  The  same  as  adult 
J  males. 

IThe      same  as 
/healthy  women. 

• 

1  Hi 

1  lOi 

Average,  Is.  lOJt/.  | 

*  In  the  Tipperary  Union  a  saving  of  nearly  500/,  per  annum  ig  eflfected  by  sub- 
stituting skimmed  milk  for  new. 

N  2 
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Cost  of  Hospital  Dietary. 

1,394J  four-pound  loaves  at  7£^.  each  .       '        *,  / 
363i  lbs.  meat  at  4d.  per  lb.       .        •        •  i-o    ^  J 
18^  lbs.  meal  at  4^rf.  per  lb.       •        •        .    "  » 

3,20    lbs.  potatoes,  or  228  stone,  9^\hs.,  at  4rf. 
per  stone 

8,148*  quarts  of  milk  at  1|  per  quart  .        .        .  • 

Wine'half  gallon  n    o  q 

3  bottles  Poit  10  11 

13f  bottles  Cape  1    ^  u 


5. 

40 

13 

H 

6 

8 

oi 

3 

16 

55 

3 

5t 

1 

14 

8 

2 

10 

8^ 

0 

5 

0 

0 

4 

1 

1 

10 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

13 

li 

0 

8 

9 

429^ lbs.,  or  3  cwt.  3qrs.  9  lbs-  oatmeal,  at  I3s.3d.  percwt. 

4  bottles  of  spirits.  Is.  3d.  each  

13  ozs.  of  tea  .        .        •        •        •       •       *  • 

3  stone  9  lbs.  of  sugar  =  720  ozs  

J  lb.  rice,  1  lb.  mustard,  and  ^  lb.  pepper  . 
7^  gallons  of  ale,  at  Is.  9d.  per  gallon 
15  pints  vinegar 

113    9  3f 

Medicine,  Jd  the  whole  consumption   .       .       .       '     t  n 
Necessaries,  t^th  the  whole  consumption      ...      8    0  U 

£130  11  10 

Expense  of  hospital  dietary  nearly  4^d.  per  diem,  or  2s.  6^d.  per  week.  Clothing 

2W.  per  week.    Total  2s.  9f/.  j-  o    ini  / 

Expense  of  hospital,  medicine  and  necessaries  uicluded,  47e/.  per  diem,  or  2s.  10^^;. 
per  week.    Clothing  2^d.  per  week.    Total  3s.  0|</. 


The  hospital  dietaries  are  shown  in  Table  C  (see  p.  167),  as  also 
those  for  the  aged  and  infirm,  who  are  dieted  at  the  discretion  of  the 
medical  officers.  As  all  extras  used  in  the  hospital  and  infirm  dietaries 
are  brought  into  the  account  on  which  the  general  average  of  the  cost 
of  all  tlie  dietaries  is  struck,  it  is  obvious  that  the  allowances^  to  the 
sick  should  be  carefully  checked  by  the  Boards  of  Guardians  ;  but 
the  discretionary  power  of  the  medical  officers  of  the  Limerick  Union 
has  been  invariably  exercised  with  such  judgment  and  moderation  as  to 
require  no  interference  on  the  part  of  your  Board.  The  hospital  relief 
and  consumption  account,  together  with  the  cost  of  the  articles  con- 
sumed, will  be  found  in  Table  D  (see  p.  168).  The  latter,  including 
medicines  and  necessaries,  amounts  to  130/.  115-  lOd. 

The  separate  accounts  of  each  electoral  division  will  be  found  in 
Forms  h  a  and  5  b  (see  pp.  172, 173).  On  the  former,  the  only  remarks 
which  I  consider  it  necessary  to  make,  on  the  present  occasion,  are,  that 
the  first  rate  at  bd.  in  the  pound  is  struck  at  a  uniform  amount  of 
poundage  over  the  whole  Union.  In  making  future  rates  it  will  not 
be  necessary  to  observe  this  uniformity  :  for,  as  the  expenditure  of  each 
electoral  division  will  vary  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  relief  afforded 
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to  the  paupers  in  each,  it  will  necessarily  follow  that  the  funds  in  the 
hands  of  the  treasurer  may  be  nearly  exhausted  in  the  more  pauperized 
divisions,  whilst  they  will  exhibit  a  surplus  in  favour  of  those  less  bur- 
dened with  poor ;  for  which  reason,  in  making  the  second  rate,  due 
regard  must  be  had  to  the  amount  which  shall  have  been  ascertained 
to  be  chargeable  upon  each  electoral  division  in  respect  of  its  proportion 
of  the  expenses  incurred  in  the  relief  of  persons  within  the  workhouse 
during  the  period  to  which  the  last  account  of  such  expenses  extended. 
Hence,  whilst  a  rate  at  5d.  in  the  pound  may  be  necessary  for  one  divi- 
sion, a  poundage  of  2\d.  may  be  sufficient  in  another,  and  so  on  in 
proportion  throughout  the  whole.    The  order  of  the  Commissioners  for 
regulating  the  proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  makes  it  impera- 
tive on  the  several  Boards  to  make  an  estimate  of  the  total  expense 
likely  to  be  incurred  by  each  electoral  division  in  respect  both  of  gene- 
ral and  particular  charges  for  six  calendar  months,  to  be  computed  from 
the  29th  of  September  and  the  25th  of  March  in  each  year,  and  such 
estimate  is  to  be  made  one  month  before  the  said  days  respectively; 
and  to  this  regulation,  in  conjunction  with  the  provisions  contained  in 
the  62nd  section  of  the  Poor  Relief  Act,  I  beg  to  call  the  especial  atten- 
tion of  your  Board.    It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  the  first  uniform 
rate  had  not  been  struck  on  a  higher  poundage,  which  was  required  by 
the  greater  outlay  incurred  during  the  first  half-year  for  clothing,  fur- 
niture, &c.     The  convenience  of  the  I'ate-payers  was  kept  in  view  by 
levying  a  small  rate,  but  its  insuflSiciency  has  involved  your  Board  in 
pecuniary  difficulties,  which  have  considerably  embarrassed  your  pro- 
ceedings, and,  in  the  end  (if  interest  can  be  legally  allowed  on  the  ad- 
vances made  by  the  treasurer),  the  rate-payers  will  incur  an  additional 
burden  rather  than  reap  a  benefit  from  your  well-intended  forbear- 
ance.   Experience  of  the  past  will  enable  you  to  foresee  and  prevent  a 
similar  difficulty  in  future.    A  reference  to  the  two  last  columns  in 
Form  5  a  will  exhibit,  in  a  clear  point  of  view,  the  remiss  manner  in 
which  the  collectors  have  performed  their  duty.    The  whole  amount  of 
rate  to  be  levied  is  5041/.  12^.  lid. ;  of  this  1316/.  195.  bd.  remained 
uncollected  at  the  close  of  the  half  year. 

The  entries  which  appear  on  the  expenditure  side  of  Form  5  h  (seepp, 
172,  173)  are  ranged  under  the  separate  heads  of"  Maintenance  of  Pau- 
pers," "  Proportion  of  Establishment  Charges,"  and  "  Election,  Law, 
and  other  Expenses."  Maintenance  includes  the  expense  incurred  in 
the  maintenance  and  clothing  of  paupers  chargeable  to  each  electoral 
division,  which  is  ascertained  through  the  means  of  the  "  Provision 
Check  Account "  and  the  "Weekly  Relief  List  and  Abstract."  In 
these  accounts  is  shown  the  number  of  days  during  which  each  pauper 
has  received  relief  in  the  workhouse,  and  consequently  the  whole  num- 
ber of  days  during  which  the  whole  number  of  paupers  chargeable  to 
each  electoral  division  have  been  relieved  there.  The  calculation  of 
the  expense  incurred  for  the  support  of  the  paupers  chargeable  upon 
the  union  at  large  is  made  on  the  same  principle  ;  the  aggregate  ex- 
pense of  all  the  paupers  being  then  divided  according  to  the  respective  • 
number  of  days  ascertained  in  the  manner  above  stated,  each  electoral 
division  is  charged  with  its  fair  proportion.  The  operation  of  these 
accounts  will  be  fully  explained  on  a  reference  to  Table  E  (see  pp.  174, 
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175),  where  the  total  of  the  collective  number  of  days  is  shown  to  be 
124,488,  and  the  total  amount  of  the  cost  for  maintenance  and  clothing 
1708^.  185.  7|rf. 

Table  F  (see  pp.  174,  175)  exhibits  a  summary  of  the  establishment 
charges,  in  which  are  included  salaries  of  officers,  election  expenses, 
furniture,  bedding,  expenses  of  valuation,  and  all  other  articles  of  a 
more  permanent  nature  than  food  or  clothing,  which  are  required  for 
the  purposes  of  the  establishment.  The  total  amount  of  these  charges 
is  shown  to  be  3107/.  4?.  'l^d.  The  election  expenses  include  the 
general  expenses  of  three  elections.  The  cost  for  bedding  amounts  to 
249/.  5.y.  \ld.\  for  furniture  and  utensils  to  695/.  35.  *]\d.  That  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  paupers  chargeable  to  the  Union  at  large 
752/.  85.  Id.  There  are  also  other  items  which  are  a  heavy  charge 
upon  the  Union  for  the  first  half-year,  but  they  will  either  never  recur 
again,  or  will  be  so  reduced  in  amount  as  materially  to  lessen  this 
branch  of  the  expenditure  in  future.  The  aggregate  of  these  charges 
is  defrayed  by  the  collective  electoral  divisions  of  the  Union  (without 
respect  to  the  number  of  paupers),  in  proportion  to  the  net  annual 
value  of  the  rateable  property  in  each;  and  the  amount  with  which 
each  is  chargeable  is  shown  in  the  Table. 

A  statement  of  the  quantity  and  price  of  provisions  and  necessaries 
received,  consumed,  and  remaining  on  hand  up  to  and  on  the  29th  of 
September,  1841,  with  the  contract  prices  of  the  several  articles,  is 
shown  in  Table  G  (see  p.  176).  The  contracts  have  in  all  cases,  as  far 
as  has  come  under  my  own  observation,  or  from  the  information  I  have 
obtained,  been  made  in  strict  accordance  with  the  regulations  of  the 
Commissioners,  the  lowest  tenders  having  been  invariably  accepted 
where  some  reason  to  the  contrary  did  not  exist,  and  the  articles  sup- 
plied appear  to  be  of  excellent  quality.  The  total  cost  is  1603/.  16j.  I^d. ; 
total  consumed,  1533/.  2s.  4i(i. ;  value  of  stock  remaining  on  hand, 
70/.  14.y.  3c/.  During  the  late  financial  embarrassments  of  the  Union, 
and  the  consequent  difficulty  in  obtaining  contracts  for  provisions,  the 
master  has  occasionally  been  directed  to  procure  supplies  for  short 
periods  on  his  own  responsibility  :  as  this  practice  defeats  competition, 
and  is,  moreover,  contrary  to  the  orders  of  the  Commissioners,  it 
should  be  immediately  discontinued. 

The  supplies  of  clothing  appear  in  the  clothing  account,  Table  H 
(see  p.  177),  the  total  cost  for  which  (after  deducting  the  charge  for 
wear  and  tear,  amounting  to  185/.  55.  6d.)  is  892/.  65.  2d.  Having 
frequently  inspected  the  stores,  I  am  enabled  to  speak  favourably  of 
the  general  quality  of  the  clothing;  and  the  contractors,  through  the 
vigilance  of  the  clothing  committee,  have  been  compelled  to  fulfil  the 
terms  of  their  agreement  with  your  Board.  It  not  unfrequently  hap- 
pens that  attempts  are  made  by  the  paupers,  when  leaving  the  work- 
house, to  embezzle  portions  of  their  clothing  and  other  property 
belonging  to  the  Union,  and  facilities  are  chiefly  offered  to  the  females 
to  commit  these  depredations.  To  prevent  this,  directions  may  be 
given  to  the  matron  to  be  present  when  paupers  of  this  class  are 
changing  their  clothing  preparatory  to  leaving  the  workhouse,  after 
giving  the  required  notice  of  their  intention  to  quit  it. 
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Form  5  a. — Half- Yeaklv Abstract  of  the  Separate  Accounts  of  each  Electoral 


11  allies  Ul 

Amount  of  previous 
Rjitc  uncolluclt^d 

Fliifn  rtP  T}n(n  frit* 

the  Current  Half- 

Net  Annual  valne 
of  all 
Property  Uated. 

Amount  of  Rate 

JZjlCt.LUIal  I^IVISIOUS. 

at  commeiict^mt^nt 
01  Xiaii- 1  ear. 

1  eaXf  ai  Ou. 
in  the  Pound* 

thereon. 

£.  s. 

d. 

£. 

s.  d. 

Limerick  .... 

No  previous  Kate. 

5th  Sept.,  1840  . 

l'2l,Voo  i1 

f\ 
u 

2,522 

1  Oi 

Patrickswell   .  . 

15,368  18 

0 

320 

3  8i 

Crecora  .... 

9,793  6 

0 

204 

0  H 

Hallybricken  .    .  , 

11,818  4 

0 

2-16 

4  3i 

Fed.'imore  

» » 

9,416  4 

0 

196 

3  5i 

Cahirconlish  .    .  . 

7,515  6 

0 

156 

11  4i 

iviiiiiuiry  ■     •    ■  • 

» » 

11,484  17 

0 

239 

5  4i 

Murroc  

>  * 

3,858  10 

0 

80 

7  8i 

Abington  .    .    ,  , 

8,873  11 

0 

184 

17  3i 

Cappamore     .    •  • 

*  f 

4,648  14 

0 

96 

16  Hi 

Doon  

> « 

963  6 

0 

20 

1  4i 

Castleconnel  .    ,  • 

J  f 

5,331  6 

0 

111 

1  4i 

Killokennedy  • 

i  » 

6.507  2 

0 

135 

11  3i 

Kiltannonlea  •    •  • 

»  1 

10,359  6 

0 

2J5 

16  4i 

Kilscely    •    .    .  . 

3,842  19 

0 

80 

1  n 

Killeely  .... 

*  * 

8,412  19 

0 

175 

5  4i 

KUfeenaghta  •    •  . 

2,747  10 

0 

67 

4  7 

241,999  0 

0 

5,041  12  11 

FOKB 


Names  of 
Electoral  Divisiuns. 


Limerick  . 
Patrickswell 
Crecora 
Fcdamore  . 
Hallybricken 
Cahirconlish 
Kilmurry  . 
Miirnic  . 
Abington  • 
Cappamore 
Doon  . 
Castleconnel 
Killokennedy 
Killeenaglila 
Kiltannonlea 
Kilspcly  . 
Killeely  . 
Union  at  largo 


Beceipts  on  Account  of  each  Electoral  Division. 


Balance  in 
Treasurer's 
hands 
from  last 
Half-year 


None 


Amount  of 
Poor  Rate 
collected. 


£. 

s. 

d. 

1,835 

0 

0 

None 

307 

0 

0 

195 

12 

3 

, » 

J  33 

7 

9 

1 1 

169 

13 

3 

1  r 

106 

0 

0 

J  t 
1  1 

121 

7 

6 

77 

17 

6 

1  • 

162 

0 

0 

.  1 

81 

10 

0 

1 1 
1  * 

19 

0 

0 

38 

0 

0 

1  i 

64 

5 

3 

1  t 

47 

0 

0 

i  > 

197 

10 

0 

1  f 

-  50 

0 

0 

129 

10 

0 

t  t 

}  t 

3,721  13  6 


3    ^  Q   *^  W 

o  a 


None 


Other 
Receipts, 
if  any. 


None 


Total. 


£.  s. 

rf. 

1,835  0 

0 

307  0 

0 

195  12 

3 

133  7 

9 

169  13 

3 

106  0 

0 

121  7 

6 

77  17 

6 

162  0 

0 

,81  10 

0 

19  0 

0 

08  0 

0 

54  5 

3 

47  0 

0 

197  10 

0 

50  0 

0 

129  10 

0 

3,724  13  6 


A  true  statement  of  Rorei])ts  iinil  Pnymonts  on  account  of  the  Ecvoral  Klcctoral  Divisions  of  the 
Limerick  Union,  made  this  lOili  day  ofDocembrr,  1841. 

John  Uyan,  Clerh  to  the  Board  of  Omrdians. 
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Annual  Value 

of  Property  in 
^spect  of  which 
tmpositions  have 
en  miide,  utider 

- 

It&uatc  at  — —  per 
lUlowtid  thereon* 

Amount  of 
Rale 
to  be  collected. 

Amount  collected. 

Amount 
remaining  Un- 
collected. 

ction  72  of  Irish 

oor  Relief  Act, 

£. 

s. 

d. 

£. 

i. 

d. 

£. 

J.  d. 

XT 

^  onC( 

2,522 
320 

1 
3 

Oi 
8i 

1,835 
307 

0 
0 

0 
0 

687 
13 

1  Oi 
3  8i 

1  * 

204 

0 

\i 

195 

12 

3 

8 

7  10+ 

* ) 

246 

4 

3i 

169 

13 

3 

76 

11  Oi 

J 1 

196 

3 

5i 

133 

7 

9 

62 

15  8i 

i » 

156 

11 

4i- 

106 

0 

0 

50 

11  4i 

1  * 

239 

5 

4i 

121 

7 

6 

117 

17  lOi 

I » 

80 

7 

8i 

77 

17 

6 

2 

10  2i 

>  i 

184 

17 

3* 

162 

0 

0 

22 

17  3f 

»  t 

96 

16 

IH 

81 

10 

0 

15 

6  Hi 

>  > 

20 

1 

4i 

19 

0 

0 

1 

1  4i 

*  > 

111 

1 

4i 

38 

0 

0 

73 

1  4i 

»  > 

135 

11 

3i 

54 

5 

3 

81 

6  Oi 

9  » 

215 

16 

H 

197 

10 

0 

18 

6  4i 

f  » 

80 

1 

24 

50 

0 

0 

30 

1  2i 

J  * 
>  $ 
1  > 

175 

5 

4* 

129 

10 

0 

45 

15  ii 

57 

4 

7 

47 

0 

0 

10 

4  7 

5,011  13  11 

3,724  13 

6 

1,316 

19  5 

Expenditure  on  Account  of  each  Electoral  Division. 


fintenance 

of 
"aupers. 


m  '■  ^■ 

19  6 

7  17  2 

7  10  9i 

2  6  7i 

19  lit 

8  3i 

ii  14  ai 

II  12  41 

9  Ik 

Id  is  3 

i)  11  Oi 

5  7  Oi 

fj  18  lOi 

»   6  11 

It  16  Oi 


13  yi 


Proportion  of 
Establish 

ment 
Charges. 


£. 
1,277 

162 

103 
99 

124 
79 

Vl\ 
40 
93 
49 
10 
56 
6-f 
29 

106 
40 
89 


s.  d. 

8  9i 

3  6 

13  5i 

15  Cf 

16  2 
6  7 
3  9i 

U  3i 

12  7i 

10  Hi 

3  3i 

5  11 

13  3i 
8  6i 

15  8 

19  Gi 

0  5J 


2,553  11  8i 


Amount 
Expended 
on  Emi- 
gration. 


None 


Amount  of 
Emigration 
Loan  rppiiid, 
and  Interest 
thereon. 


None 


Election, 
Law,  and 

other 
Expenses. 

Total. 

In  favour  of 
Electdral 
Division. 

Ag.ainst 
Elector.al 
Division. 

£.  s. 

d. 

£.. 

s. 

d. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

£. 

s.  d. 

287  5 

3 

2,310 

13 

Ci 

475 

13  6i 

35  3 

8 

215 

4 

4 

91 

\h 

8 

22  6 

7 

143 

10 

lOi 

52 

1 

4i 

19  6 

2i 

131 

8 

4i 

1 

19 

4i 

24  3 

7i 

153 

19 

9i 

15 

13 

5i 

15  6 

10 

116 

1 

Si 

10 

'i  8i 

23  1 

Oi 

145 

19 

1* 

24 

11  7* 

8  5 

4i 

48 

19 

8 

28 

if 

10 

18  14 

7 

113 

19 

7 

48 

0 

5 

9  15 

1 

66 

15 

8i 

14 

14 

3i 

2  1 

1 

12 

4 

4} 

6 

15 

7i 

10  5 

4 

77 

5 

8! 

39 

'5  8i 

12  13 

2 

100 

17 

5i 

46 

12  2i 

9  7 

8 

44 

3 

3i 

2 

16 

8i 

26  10 

9 

170 

5 

3i 

27 

4 

Si 

7  15 

6 

C3 

1 

11* 

13 

"1  Hi 

21  11 

2 

145 

7 

73 

15 

17  7i 

553  12  lOi 

4,059 

18 

5 

289 

19 

6i 

625 

4  5i 

Balance  at  close  of 
Hall-Year. 


I  hereby  certify  that  this  stnlemcnt  uf  Bcceiplg  and  Payments  of  the  several  Electoral  Divisions 
in  the  Limerick  Union  is  correct.   Dated  the  lOth  day  of  December,  1841. 

\V.  H..T.  lUwLBY,  /iMdt<or. 
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Mr.  Hawleys  Rejjort  on  Audit 


[8th  Rcf 


Table  E—Weekly  Relief  and  Abstract  Li. 


Divisions. 


Union  at  large 
Limerick  . 
Patrick's  Well 
Crecora  ,  . 
Fedamore  .  . 
Ballybricken  . 
Cahirconlish  . 
Kilmurry  .  , 
Murroe 

Abington  .  . 
Cappamore 
Doon  .  .  . 
Castlectinnell  . 
Killokennedy . 
Kilfeenaglita  . 
Kiltaiinonlea  . 
Kilseely  ,  , 
Killeely     .  . 


9th 
Week 


239 
111 
1 


11 

'3 

2 


473 


10th 

Week, 


1.342 
1,183 
43 


51 
14 
7 
4 


78 
4 
32 
24 
63 

3,345 


11th 
Week. 


2,412 
1,742 
61 
2 
53 
14 
9 
7 


1^ 


s 

84 
7 
42 
28 
81 

4,569 


12th 
Week, 


2.661 
2,014 
66 

I 
14 
26 

7 


7 
23 


29 
84 


4 

30 
84 

5,155 


13th 
Week, 


3,024 
2,231 

34 
14 
56 
7 


7 
30 


35 
84 
7 

56 
38 
84 

5,780 


14th 
Week. 


3,043 
2,425 
70 
9 
28 
14 
90 
5 


3 
30 


35 
84 

7 

98 
49 
89 

6,081' 


15th 
Week 


2,989 
■2,620 
70 
21 
23 
21 
98 
7 


23 


39 
84 
7 

112 
50 
115 

6,282 


16th 

Week, 


2,973 
•2,769 
70 
43 
28 
21 
98 
7 


4 

21 


48 
84 
21 

107 
57 

135 

6,486 


17th 

18th 

19th 

Week. 


Week. 

Week. 

Week 

2,900 

8,033 

3,041 

3,061 

2,966 

3,0S3 

3,099 

.i,054 

70 

/(' 

70 

70 

70 

110 

118 

119 

46 

49 

56 

64 

21 

21 

21 

21 

93 

91 

91 

91 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

1) 

8 

/ 

33 

35 

35 

35 

47 

47 

56 

49 

84 

84 

88 

88 

27 

21 

22 

Zi 

124 

152 

151 

\5i 

63 

69 

70 

70 

150 

160 

194 

190 

6,798 

7,053 

7,127 

7,208 

Table  F — Distinguishing  the  Appropriatetrf 


1. 

Electoral  Divisions. 

2. 

Salarieii  of 
Officers. 

3. 

Books, 
Printing,  and 
Stationery. 

4. 

Advertise- 
ments. 

6. 

Furniture 
and  Utensils. 

6. 

Beddia 

7. 

Balance  o| 
Sundries.T 

£. 

d. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

£. 

^. 

d. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

£. 

•I, 

Limerick  .... 

160 

1 

0 

66 

0 

2 

112 

10 

6 

349 

2 

6+ 

124 

14 

a 

41 

16 

1 

Patrickswell    .    ,  . 

19 

18 

8 

8 

6 

6 

14 

6 

4 

44 

3 

8 

15 

16 

6 

5 

17 

8 

Crecora   

12 

16 

9 

6 

7 

0 

9 

3 

4 

28 

5 

10 

10 

1 

lOi 

2 

14 

0 

Fedamore  .... 

12 

7 

9 

5 

■ii 

8 

16 

2* 

27 

4 

10 

9 

13 

10 

T 

2 

8 

Ballybricken    .    .  . 
Caliirconlish    .  . 

15 
9 

12 
12 

0^ 
7 

6 

3 

5 
19 

7 
8 

11 
7 

11 
6 

9 
7 

34 
22 

4 
14 

c* 

5 

12 
7 

3 
15 

6 
2* 

5 
1 

9 
12 

Kilmurry  .... 

15 

4 

4i 

6 

3 

li 

10 

15 

8} 

31 

16 

3 

11 

16 

4i 

7 

17 

Murroe  

6 

2 

Oi 

2 

1 

H 

3 

10 

6 

U 

0 

:3i 

3 

19 

2 

0 

11 

Abington  .... 

11 

13 

2i 

4 

2 

6 

6 

15 

3i 

25 

10 

Si 

9 

2 

2* 

5 

8 

Cappamore  .... 

6 

2 

0 

2 

9 

7 

4 

6 

21 

13 

6 

7i 

4 

15 

9i 

2 

5 

a 

Doon  

1 

5 

6 

0 

11 

0* 

0 

17 

10 

2 

15 

7 

0 

19 

10 

0 

6 

1- 

Castleconnell  . 

7 

1 

2 

2 

18 

9 

4 

8 

9 

16 

13 

9 

5 

9 

1 

0 

I1 

Kiilokeniiedy  .    .  . 

8 

13 

3 

7 

H 

5 

18 

9 

18 

14 

6 

15 

3 

2 

8 

£< 

Killeenaghta    .    .  . 

3 

10 

7 

1 

!) 

4 

2 

10 

4i 

7 

16 

7 

2 

16 

5 

1 

13. 

$ 

Killunnonlca  . 

13 

12 

4 

5 

12 

4 

9 

12 

4* 

30 

13 

7 

10 

13 

7+ 

0 

1. 

Kilseely  

6 

-1 

2 

1 

2* 

3 

10 

6 

10 

IS 

6 

3 

18 

Hi 

0 

1^9 

11 

Killcely  

11 

I 

4 

4 

11 

4' 

7 

15 

6 

22 

1 

3 

8 

13 

3* 

5 

9 

6' 

Total    .    .  . 

320  16  10 

131 

9 

0 

223  16 

6 

695 

3 

7* 

249 

5 

11 

86 

19  1ft 

•  Till!  word  appropriated  is  used  because  there  was  on  hnud  a  quantity] 
+  Balance  of  Sundries.— Because  credit  was  given  for  work  done,  and  bflTal,  wliicli  reduced  this  sumi 

thereto.    12.  The  amount  as  per  Form  5  b.  under  the  head  ofmaiutenaU 
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Half-Year,  ending  '29th  September,  1841. 


(1st 

22ii(l 

23rd 

24lh 

07+1. 

Week. 

Week. 

Week 

Week. 

Week. 

Week. 


Week. 


131 

3,135' 

3.129 

3,172 

3,075 

3,091 

3,070 

1.778 

399 

3,595 

3,610 

3,561 

3,575 

3,664 

3,6X5 

2,025 

70 

70 

/O 

'77 

0  1 

77 

44 

111 

109 

112 

106 

99 

95 

94 

45 

ae 

56 

56 

49 

58 

37 

63 

,36 

22 

-20 

21 

21 

21 

21 

21 

12 

9_1 

91 

95 

.  0 

123 

126 

122 

56 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

4 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

4 

35 

35 

3  5 

35 

35 

35 

35 

22 

53 

55 

49 

49 

49 

49 

49 

28 

100 

90 

90 

61 

42 

42 

42 

24 

33 

35 

28 

28 

28 

28 

32 

20 

193 

223 

■  290 

200 

203 

202 

S39 

153 

70 

70 

67 

63 

63 

63 

63 

36 

ISl 

rn 

172 

161 

167 

152 

123 

68 

563 

7,747 

7.702 

7,623 

7,694 

7,658 

4,356 

Total. 


55.089 
54,341 
1,301 

1.277 
898 
364 

1,560 
125 

'il8 
516 

■784 
1,424 
390 
2,691 
1,045 
2,535 


124,488 


Cost  of 
Clotliinf!. 


£.  s. 

81  19 
80  17 
1  18 
1  18 
1  6 


0  10  10 


2  6 
0  3 


0   3  6i 

0  15  114 

1  "3  4 

2  2  5i 
0  11  7* 
4  0  li 
J  11  H 

3  15  5 


185  5  0 


Cost  of 
Maiute- 
uauce. 


£.  s. 
674  5 
665  2 
15  13 
15  12 
10  19 
4  9 
19  1 
1  10 


d. 
44 
24 
54 

7 
10 

I* 
104 
7 


1  8  lOi 
6  13  8 


9 

17  8 
4  15 
32  IS 
12  15 
31  0 


11  11 

8  7 
&4 
9 

94 
74 


1523  13  74 


Total  Cost  of 
MainteuHnce 
and 
Clothin'', 


£.  s. 
756  4 
745  19 
17  17 
17  10 
12 
4 
21 
1  14 


d. 

lOi 
6 
2 

94 
6  74 
19  114 
8  3f 


34 


1  12  4f 
7  9  74 

10  15  3 

19  a  04 

5  7  Oi 
36  18  104 
14   6  H 
34  16  04 


I7O8  18  74 


TABLiSHMENT  CHARGES  under  sBveral  heads. 


8. 

Union  at  Larse- 

13; 

Total  oti 

12. 

Election,  Law, 

14. 

account  of 

9. 

10. 

11. 

Total,  as 

and  other 

Gross  Total. 

ich  Electoral 

Maintenance. 

Electiou  and 

Total. 

in  Form  5  6. 

Expenses,  as 

Division. 

other  Kxpeuses. 

in  Form  b. 

£.  s. 

d. 

£. 

d. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

£. 

d. 

£. 

i. 

d. 

£. 

d. 

£.  s- 

d. 

854  4 

94 

376 

7 

10 

46 

16 

24 

423 

4 

04 

1,277 

8 

9f 

287 

5  3 

l,.'i64  14 

04 

108  8 

114 

47 

15 

8 

5 

18 

104 

53 

14 

64 

162 

3 

6 

3j 

3  8 

197  7 

2 

69  8 

U'4 

30 

8 

104 

3 

15 

94 

34 

4 

74 

103 

13 

54 

22 

6  7 

lli6  0 

04 

66  17 

24 

29 

5 

6 

3 

12 

104 

32 

18 

44 

99 

15 

64 

19 

6  24 

119  1 

9 

83  19 

104 

36 

14 

104 

4 

11 

54 

41 

6 

34 

124 

16 

0 

24 

3  74 

148  19 

94 

53  1 

14 

23 

7 

4 

2 

IS 

14 

26 

6 

54 

79 

6 

7 

15 

6  10 

94  13 

5 

81  0 

94 

35 

14 

24 

4 

18 

104 

40 

3 

94 

121 

3 

94 

23 

1  04 

144   4  104 

27  4 

6 

11 

19 

11 

1 

9 

104 

13 

9 

94 

40 

14 

34 

8 

5  44 

48  19 

8 

62  12 

24 

27 

11 

94 

3 

8 

74 

31 

0 

5 

93 

12 

74 

18 

14  7 

112  7 

24 

33  5 

114 

14 

9 

04 

1 

16 

04 

16 

5 

04 

49 

10 

11* 

9 

15  1 

59  6 

04 

fi  15 

11 

2 

19 

11 

0 

7 

54 

3 

7 

44 

10 

3 

34 

2 

1  1 

12  4 

44 

37  12 

4 

16 

11 

64 

2 

1 

34 

18 

12 

94 

56 

5 

14 

10 

5  4 

66  10 

54 

45  18 

3i 

20 

4 

74 

2 

10 

44 

22 

14  114 

68 

13 

34 

12 

13  2 

81  6 

54 

19  16 

5* 

8 

10 

9i 

1 

1 

34 

9 

12 

1 

29 

8 

64 

9 

7  8 

38  1(! 

24 

70  11 

44 

32 

4 

2 

4 

0 

14 

36 

4 

34 

106 

15 

8 

26 

10  9 

133  6 

5 

27  10 

104 

11 

18 

114 

1 

9 

84 

13 

8 

84 

40 

19 

64 

7 

15  6 

48  15 

04 

59  12 

3 

26 

3 

14 

3 

5 

1 

29 

8 

24 

89 

0 

54 

21 

11  2 

110  11 

7* 

.707  11 

84 

752 

8 

1 

93  11  11 

846 

0 

0 

2,553  11 

84 

553  12  104 

3,107  4 

7* 

k'lin((,  cocoa-nut  fibre,  and  medicino,  which  was  called  stock  on  hand. 

•ut26/.  Column  3  shows  the  cost  of  each  Electoral  Division  for  itself.  1 1.  The  Union  at  large  added 
Election  expeni es,  us  per  Fcrm  5  6  i  and  14  the  amount  of  12  and  13  added. 
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Table  G. — Provisions  received,  consumecl,  and  on  hand. 


Articles. 

Average  Prices. 

Quantity. 

Cost. 

Consumed. 

QU'intitv  on 
hand. 

Value. 

£.  s. 

d. 

£.  s. 

d. 

£.  s. 

d 

Rread .  . 

7ii.  per  41b.  loaf  . 

3,893  loaves 

113  10 

U 

Ill  15 

9i 

601  loaves 

1  15 

Meat  .  • 

id.  per  lb.,  except 
18i  lbs.  at  iid. 

384  lbs. 

6  8 

8 

6  8 

04 

2  lb.«. 

0  0 

7i 

Potatoes  . 

Generally  id.  per 

30,563  stones 

502  19 

34 

488  19 

7i 

959  stone 

13  19 

8i 

stone  ;  a  small 

quantity  at  3\d.. 

and  about  5000 

stones  at  3irf. 

tons.cwt.qr.lbs. 

Oatmeal  . 

13/.  5s.  per  ton .  . 

19    1    1  8 

253  3 

li 

232  18 

4i 

3427i  lbs.  • 

20  5 

3 

Milk  .  . 

More  than  l|rf.. 

81,301i  quarts 

584  5 

3 

584  5 

3 

•  ■ 

but  less  than  If  (i. 

Salt    .  . 

2s.  &d.  per  cwt.  . 

28  cwt. 

3  10 

0  , 

3  7 

0 

132  lbs. 

0  3 

0 

Ale     .  . 

Is.  9(2.  per  gallon 

8  gallons 

0  14 

Q 

0  13 

H 

4  pints. 

0   0  lOi 

KjAiJc  f    1  o  •  OU(  j<ci 

bottle     .    .  . 

8  bottles 

Wine  .  < 

Port,  2s.  9(2.  per 
bottle    .  . 

3  bottles 

1  1  18 

5 

1  14 

8 

2i  bottles 

0  3 

9 

I 

■J  gallon,  3s.  6(2.  . 

A\ 

Spirits.  . 

Is.  2i(2.  per  bottle 

6  bo'ttles 

0  7 

0  7 

■  ■ 

Vinegar  . 

4s.  8(2.  per  gallon 

1^  gallons 

0  8 

9 

0  8 

9 

o'  0* 

Tea    .  • 

6s.  per  lb.      .  , 

11  ozs. 

0  4 

1 

0  3 

11 

i  oz. 

2 

Sugar  .  . 

9s.  per  stone  .  . 

3  St.  9  lbs. 

1.10 

0 

1   9  lOi 

2  ozs. 

0  0 

H 

Rice    .  . 

ilb. 

•0  0 

3 

0  0 

6 

Mustard  . 

•    •  « 

ilb. 

0  1 

4 

0  1 

4 

Pepper  . 

•    •  • 

ilb. 

0  0 

5 

0  0 

5 

Flour  .  . 

•    •  • 

1  stone 

0  1 

4i 

0  I 

4* 

•  • 

•  • 

Total  , 

•    •  • 

•  • 

1469  3 

9i 

1432  15 

li 

•  • 

36  8 

8 

Necessahies  received,  consumed,  and  on  hand. 


Coal   .  . 
Candles  . 
Soap  . 
Turf   .  . 
niue   .  . 
Starch. 

14s.  lid.  per  ton  , 
6(2.  \(er  lb. 
32s.  per  cwt.  .  . 
3s.  74(2.  per  kisli  . 
10(2.  per  lb.   .  . 
6s.  3d.  per  stono  . 

83  tons 
108  lbs. 
9  cwt.  1  qr. 
153  kibhes 
2  lbs. 
1  stone 

60   5  0 
4  4  4 
14  18  0 
27  11  0 
0  18 
0    5  3 

54  11  7 
3  14  10 

14   2  0 
7   4  IH 
0  18 
0   5  3 

160  cwt. 

19  lbs. 

56  lbs. 
112i  kishes 

•  • 

5  13  5 
0   9  6 
0  16  0 
£0   6  Oi 

•  > 

Total  . 

•    •  • 

•  • 

107   5  3 

80   0  3* 

•  • 

27    4  lU 

Medicine. 

27  7  7 

20   6  IH 

7  0  7* 

SUMMAHY. 

Total  Provisions  

a       •       •       •  ■ 

1469   3  9i 
107   5  3 
27  7  7 

1432  15  11 
80   0  3+ 
20   6  Hi 

36  8  8 
27  4  m 
7   0  71 

1603  16  71 

1533   2  4i 

•  • 

70  14  3 

•  On  this  quanlily  were  15  cwt.  cutlings,  at  142.  per  ton. 
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Table  H. — Ci.otiung  Account. 


Name  of  Article. 


Frieze  jackets 
Trousers  . 
S\iits  for  boys 

Linsey  petticoats 
Gahvay  flannel 
Linsey  frocks  . 
Men's  shirts  . 
Boy's  ditto 
Women's  shifts 
Girl's  ditto  . 
Women's  shifts 
Petticoats 
Ditto    .    .  . 
Linsey  frocks  . 

Men's  hose 
Women's  ditto 
Suspenders  . 
Wrappers  . 
Men's  half  hose 
Women's  ditto 
Woollen  wrappers 


Cord 


Linen  . 

Calico  . 

Frieze  . 

Fustian 

Canvass 

Sacking  . 

Flannel 

Suspenders 


Women's  caps 
Men's  ditto  . 
Caps  . 


Men's  shoes  . 
Women's  ditto 


Leather  .... 
Grey  and  white  worsted 
Ditto  


Ditto  .  . 
Frit'ze  .  . 
Irish  ditto  . 
Studs  .  . 
Velveteen  . 
Lining 
Grey  Dowlas 
Ditto    .  . 


Quantity. 


Price. 


300 
300 
200 

400 
400 
400 
400 
400 
400 
400 
200 
84 
116 
200 

300  pair 
300  pair 
200 
400 

100  pair 
100  pair 
21 


63jjyards 

4541  yardsj 

1053  yards 
85J  yards 

115i  yards 
30  yards 
30  yards 
20  yards 

200 

400 
ISO 


361  pair 
370  pair 


31  yards 

40  yards 

2  gross 

5  yard 

1  yard 

20  yards 

1 0  yards 


s.  d. 

6  10 
4  3 

7  1 


2 
1 

2 

2 


1  1 
1  7 


0 
7 

9 
5 


2  8 

0  8^ 
0  10 

0  3 

1  10 


•  * 


0  3 
0  41 


5  0 
3  5 


Amount. 


£.    s.  d. 

102  10  0 

63  15  0 

70  16  8 


48 
30 


6 
0 


46  13 
40  0 
21  13 
31  13 
20  0 
15  16 
11  11 
14  0 
26  13 


8 
0 
4 
0 
4 
4 
0 
8 
0 
4 
4 


6 
0 

2  10  0 
36  13  4 
10  10 
3  4 


10  12 
12  10 


3 
4 


1  18  6 


4  5 
4  0 
1  0 


0  4i 
0  41 


28 

8 

3^ 

142 

13 

9 

22 

4 

4 

20 

13 

3 

3 

9 

5i 

0 

12 

6 

1 

2 

6 

0 

17 

6 

2 

10 

0 

5 

0 

0 

3 

2 

6 

3 

10 

10 

90 

5 

0 

63 

4 

2 

8 

19 

1 

11 

1 

1 

16  18  11 


4  17  5 
6  16  11 
0  0 
2 
0 
0 
7 
3 


8 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


0 

6 
1 

6* 


£.     *.  d. 


237    1  8 


306    8  G 


71  18  6 


222  11  7 


11  13  4 


153    9  2 


36  19  1 


20    7  10 


Carried  forward 


1000    9  8 
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Table  H. — continued. 


Name  of  Article. 

Quantity. 

Price. 

Amount. 

200  yards 

20  yards 

67  yards 
37^  yards 

d. 
Brou 

0  10 

1  9 

0  7 

1  2 
1  2 

jC.   s.  d. 
ght  forward  . 
8    6  8 
1  15  0 
0  11  8 

£.  8.  d. 
1060    9  8 

10  13  4 
6    8  2 

3  18  2 
2  10  0 

Wear  and  tear  for  124,488  days,  or  17,784  weeks,  at  2^perweek  . 

1077  11  2 
185    5  0 

892    6  2 

Mem. — In  the  Clothing  Accounts  are  articles  of  bedding,  which,  when  put  to 
Establishment,  will  make  the  above  balance  correct. 

A  balance-sheet  of  the  general  accounts  of  the  Union  is  presented  in 
Table  I,  embracing  the  period  from  the  formation  of  the  Union  to  the 
29th  of  September  last. 


Table  I. 


Balance. 


Dr. 


To  Amount  of  Rate  collected     .  . 

Ditto  due  to  Contractors,  viz.  :— 
On  Invoice  Account  ^1,062   ^  8^ 
Clothing  ditto  .    .        420   4  2 
Establishment  ditto        410   2  7 


To  proceeds  of  Decayed 
Potatoes  .... 
Ditto  Mendicity  Tables 

Reduction  on  Messrs. 
Armstrong  &  Davis' 
Account  .... 


4  0 
9  11 


£.  s.  'd. 
3,724  13  6 


1,892  14  5i 

6  13  11 

6  13  4 
5,630  15  2i 


CONTEA.  Cr, 

By  Amount  of  Invoice  Account  . 
Ditto  Clothing  ditto  .... 
Ditto  Establishment  ditto    .  , 

Due  of  Treasurer  

Balance  of  Interest  .... 
Due  of  Clerk  as  per  his  Account 


£.  s. 
1,576  8 
1,356  17 
2,663  15 
7  3 
25  18 
0  13 


5,630  15  2 


Considering  that  a  statement  of  the  comparative  cost  of  the  dietaries 
in  the  several  Unions  of  this  district  in  which  the  workhouses  are  in 
operation  would  be  useful  and  instructive  to  your  Board,  I  have  pre- 
pared the  one  which  is  exhibited  in  Table  K  (see  p.  179),  in  which  the 
avera"-e  of  the  general  dietary  in  the  Limerick  Union  will  be  found  to 
be  the  highest  in  amount.  ~  That  of  the  infirmary  dietaries  is  the  low- 
est, a  circumstance  which  reflects  considerable  credit  on  the  manage- 
ment of  the  medical  officers. 

Finally,  in  Table  L  (see  p.  179),  I  beg  to  present  a  statement  of  the 
comparative  cost  of  provisions  and  necessaries  in  the  same  Unions. 

And  have  the  honour,  &c. 

W.  H.  T.  Hawley, 
Assistant  Commissioner  and  Auditor. 
To  the  Chairman  and  Board  of  Guardians 
of  the  Limerick  Union. 
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Table  K.— Comparative  Cost  of  Dietahiks  per  Week  in  the  Five  Unions  in  the  Limerick 
District  in  which  the  Workhouses  are  now  in  Operation. 


,  Ordinary  Dietaries. 

Hospital  Dietaries. 

Unions. 

For  heal- 
thy Adult 

Male 
Paupers. 

For  heal- 
thy VVoineix 
and  Chil- 
dren from 

9  to  15. 

Healthy 
Children 
from 
2  to  9. 

Infants. 

Ave- 
rage. 

No,  1 
Full. 

No.  2. 
Mid- 
dle. 

No.  3 
Low. 

No.  4. 

Extras 
including 
Meat, 
Broth, 
Wine,  &c. 

No.  6. 

Ave- 
rage. 

S.  d. 

s.  d. 

5.  d. 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

s.  rf. 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

Limerick,  . 

1  8i 

1  7 

1  il 

1  U 

1  7 

2  Of 

1  6i 

1  101 

2  11 

•  • 

2  6i 

Uathkeale  . 

1  7* 

1  51 

1  H 

I  5i 

2  3i 

1  9 

2  4 

3  5 

2  10 

Newcastle  . 

1  81 

1  n 

1  3i 

l"4f 

1  64 

2  9i 

2  8J 

3  54 

4  04 

s'ioj 

3  8 

No.  6 
1  9 

Kilmallock 

1  5f 

1  4i 

1  4i 

1  H 

1  41 

1  5 

2  5i 

2  5i 

3  6 

3  04 

with  mo- 
thers6i<i. 

Tipperary  . 

1  ^il 

1  3^ 

1 

1  «ft 

1  3i 

1  3i 

2 

1  71 

4  2 

3  73 

Table  L. — Comparative  Cost  of  Provisions  and  Necessaries  in  the  Five  Unions  in  the 
Limerick  District  in  which  the  Workhouses  are  now  in  Operation. 


Unions. 

Potatoes 
per  stone. 

Oatmeal  per 
cwt. 

Bread  per 
lb. 

New  Milk 
per  quart. 

Sour  Milk 
per  quart. 

Beef  per  lb. 

Mutton  per 
lb. 

Salt  per  cwt. 

Tea  per  lb. 

Sugar  per 
stone. 

Wine  per 
bottle. 

Spirits  per 
bottle. 

Vinegar  per 
gallon. 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

$.  d. 

s. 

d. 

s 

d. 

d. 

s.  d. 

s. 

d. 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 
Cape 

1  8 
Port 

2  9 

s. 

d. 

s.  d. 

Limerick.  . 

0  3i 
the 
last 
0  3i 
0  44 
0  41 
0  3i 

0  34 

13  3 

0  li 

0 

li 

0  4 
exc 
184lbs. 

0  4 
ept 

at44rf. 

2 

6 

6  0 

9  0 

1 

24 

4 

8 

Rathkeale  , 
Newcastle  , 
Kilmallock 

Tipperary  , 

14  0 
13  6 
13  6 

12  7i 

0  2 
0  2i 
0  2i 
up  to 
Aug.  19, 
0  2 

0  14 

0 

0 
0 

0 

2 

24 

li 

13 

0 
0 
0 

0 

1 
1 

04 

0  3 
0  4i 
0  5 

0  4 

0  3 
0  4i 
0  5 

0  4 

4'"o 

4  4 

1  104 

16  0 
'8  0 

4  8 

5  0 

9  4 
11  44 
9  3 

9  0 

2  9 
2  9 

2  6 

3  0 

1" 

c  • 

24 

Unions. 

^' 

u 
0 
p. 

0 

u 

t5 

tt 

93 

^  . 

£^ 

M 

V 

B<  . 

i:  a 
52 
E 

p. 
•g 

1  ^; 

V 

0 
0 

N 

0 

u 

V 

a, 

tn 

"rt  a 
0 

H 

.  (0 

p. 
P.J 

S  5 
.9  " 

t-t 

93 

cn 

cj  — 

u 

V 

Pi 

S  • 

cS  s 

i  0 

1« 

0) 
Pi 

j2  a! 

S  2 

hi 
p. 

S 

p 

OS 
p.'b 

a 

-j  p. 

Limerick.  , 

s.  d. 

U  6 

t.  d. 

t  • 

s.  d 
1  44 

s. 
0 

d. 
1 

s.  rf. 

-1 

s.  d. 

Newcastle 

13  0 
Wallsend. 

17  0 

Average 

14  24 
22  0 

25  0 

25  4 

20  0 

s.  (i. 

(  3  7* 

per  kish 

s.  d. 
32  0 

s.  d. 

.0  6 

.  . 

d. 

5  3 

s. 
0 

d. 
10 

s.  d. 

Kathkeale  , 
Newcastle  , 
Kilmallock 

Tipperary  . 

0  8 
0  6 

0  2i 

0 
0 

14 

u 

0  11 
I)i'r  real 

2  7i 
per  real 

5  2 
per  load 

4  10 

20  0 

36  8 

mostly 
26  0 
))art  32s. 
1  cwt. 
32  6 
the  rest  2/. 

0  5} 
0  7 
0  64 

0  0 

21. 
21. 

. . 

f  • 

8  0 

7  0 

3  3 

1  4 

•  • 

0  64 

5  0 
8  0 
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IV. — Report  on  the  Audit  of  the  Accounts  of  the  Newcastlk 
Union,  to  Michaelmas,  1841 : — By  W.  H.  T.  Hawley,  Esq., 

Assistant  Commissioner  and  Auditor. 

Gentlemen,  Limerick,  December  2\,\Q\\. 

Having  completed  the  audit  of  the  accounts  of  the  Newcastle 
Union  for  the  half-year  ended  September  29th,  1841,  it  becomes  my 
duty  to  lay  the  following  report  before  yom*  Board. 

The  period  embraced  by  the  audit  extends  from  the  formation  of  the 
Union  to  the  above  date ;  the  items  of  expenditure  previously  to  the 
opening  of  the  workhouse  on  the  15th  of  March  last  will  therefore  be 
found  to  be  purely  establishment  charges.  On  examining  the  several 
books,  I  found  all  those  in  use  which  are  directed  to  be  provided  by 
the  order  of  the  Commissioners,  with  one  or  two  exceptions :  for  in- 
stance, the  application  and  report  book  has  not  been  supplied  to  the 
parish  wardens,  and  the  order  check-book  has  not  been  in  general  use  : 
the  latter  omission  is  of  considerable  importance,  as  no  supplies  should 
be  provided  without  an  express  order  signed  by  the  Board  of  Guardians. 
The  order  check-book  contains  two  parts,  the  order  and  a  counterpart : 
the  former  is  delivered  to  the  contractor,  as  his  authority  for  supplying 
the  articles  required,  and  the  latter  is  retained  in  the  book,  and  pre- 
served by  the  clerk.  The  register  does  not  appear  to  have  been  signed 
by  the  chairman  of  the  Board,  as  required  by  the  Act  of  Parliament, 
but  in  all  other  particulars  the  books  appear  to  be  correctly  kept. 

The  manner  in  which  the  several  accounts  have  been  entered  up 
and  balanced  is  highly  creditable  to  Mr.  Moone,  the  clerk  of  the 
Union :  the  proper  forms  prescribed  by  order  of  the  Commissioners 
have  been  strictly  adhered  to,  and  great  care  and  accuracy  is  ex- 
hibited. 

The  state  of  the  collectors'  accounts  is  upon,  the  whole  satisfactory, 
and,  though  a  considerable  arrear  of  rate  existed  at  the  end  of  the  half- 
year,  the  amount  to  be  levied  being  2370/.  7s.  S\d.,  and  the  amount 
collected  1737/.  Qs.  Id.,  thus  leaving  633/.  0^.  8^d.  uncollected,  still 
they  appear  to  have  been  assiduous  and  persevering  in  the  discharge 
of  their  duties,  notwithstanding  the  opposition  to  payment  which  they 
experienced  from  some  of  the  ratepayers,  and  up  to  the  period  of  the 
audit  only  137/.  11^.  3c?.  remained  uncollected.  Mr.  Leahy  appears 
on  some  occasions  not  to  have  made  his  payments  to  the  treasurer  in 
the  manner  directed  by  the  Commissioners,  sums  exceeding  50/.  having 
been  retained  in  his  hands,  instead  of  being  immediately  paid  over,  and 
his  remittances  of  sums  below  that  amount  not  being  made  weekly  ;  in 
all  other  respects  he  appears  to  have  discharged  his  duties  in  a  correct 
and  satisfactory  manner. 

Amono-st  the  tables  which  will  appear  in  this  report,  the  first  to  whicli 
1  beg  your  attention  is  the  Abstract,  Form  4  (pp.  182,  183),  showing 
the  number  of  paupers  relieved  in  the  workhouse  since  the  opening 
of  the  house  on  the  ir)th  of  March  last.  From  the  statements  it 
contains  it  appears  that  the  number  who  have  been  admitted  into  the 
house  during  that  period  amounts  to  483,  of  whom  182  were  dis- 
charged, 20  died,  and  282  were  remaining  at  the  end  of  the  half-year. 

The  adults  were  cliiefly  aged  and  infirm  persons,  and,  though  there 

a  large  class  of  persons  destitute  through  other  causes,  hardly  one  of 
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the  male  paupers  can  be  considered  as  able-bodied.    The  orphans  and 
deserted  children  are  a  numerous  class,  who  have  been  driven  to  seek 
an  asylum  in  the  workhouse  from  the  operation  of  withholding  the 
county  presentments  previously  allowed  for  their  support.  The°class 
of  widows  and  women  whose  husbands  have  deserted  them  is  nu- 
merous, and  too  much  caution  cannot  be  exercised  in  examining  the 
claims  of  the  latter  when  applying  for  admission  into  the  workhouse,  to 
detect  and  defeat  that  very  prevailing  species  of  imposition  by  which 
the  able-bodied  labourers  are  endeavouring  to  throw  their  wives  and 
families  upon  the  charity  of  the  public,  upon  the  plea  that  they  have 
migrated  to  England  or  other  quarters  for  the  purpose  of  procuring 
employment,  whilst  in  reahty  they  are  still  remaining  at  home  in  the 
receipt  of  considerable  earnings :  relief  administered  under  such  cir- 
cumstances is  illegal,  and  will  tend  to  subvert  that  mutual  dependence 
and  identity  of  interest  between  husband  and  wife,  and  parent  and 
child,  which  are  inculcated  and  enforced  alike  by  religion  morality 
and  law.  jo,  j, 

The  number  of  deaths  is  considerable,  amounting  to  20,  and  sick- 
ness has  been  prevalent  ever  since  the  opening  of  the  house;  measles, 
ophthalmia,  coughing,  sores  of  the  mouth,  and  inflammation  of  the 
iungs,  are  the  diseases  which  have  chiefly  been  exhibited. 

There  has  been  no  expenditure  for  the  purposes  of  emigration ;  and 
relief  by  way  of  loan  has  been  granted  in  only  one  instance,  to  a  small 
amount,  m  the  electoral  division  of  Monagea,  which  was  afterwards  re- 
covered from  the  receiver,  who  is  a  pensioner. 

The  Table  exhibits  the  number  of  paupers  charged  to  the  several 
electoral  divisions  and  the  Union  at  large.  The  former  appears  to  be 
tairly  distributed  according  to  the  extent  and  value  of  the  property  in 
each  of  the  electoral  divisions  ;  and,  considering  the  pressure  which  was 
brought  to  bear  against  the  workhouse  in  consequence  of  the  delay  in 
opening  the  neighbouring  workhouse  in  the  Rathkeale  Union  the 
latter,  who  are  chiefly  wandering  mendicants,  are  very  inconsiderable 
in  number. 

In  the  same  Table  will  be  found  the  average  weekly  cost  of  the 
maintenance  of  the  paupers  in  the  workhouse  :  this  charge  includes 
besides  food,  all  other  necessaries,  such  as  coals,  candles,  ^oap,  straw* 
&c  and  all  extra  articles  of  diet  used  in  the  infirmary  and  infirm  wards' 
snch  as  wine,  meat  broth,  medicine,  &c.  The  total  cost  per  head  for 
he  weekly  supply  for  this  purpose  is  1..  11^.  -.  to  this  is  to  be  added 
the  cost  of  clothing,  which  is  estimated  at  3d.  per  week,  making  the 
aggregate  weekly  cost  of  food,  necessaries,  and  clothing,  2^.  2hd  The 
estimate  for  clothing  has  been  made  on  the  average  of  the  Jo^t  of  a 
su.  of  clothes  for  each  of  the  several  classes  in  the  workhouse!  wl^c 

ftn?r.  ;  r  u  ''^''^^^  bedding  is  carried  to  the  establishment  A 
statement  of  the  salaries  of  the  officers  and  servants  of  the  establisli- 
ment  completes  the  information  contained  in  Form  No.  4 
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Newcastle  Union.— Abstract  showing  the 


Nuraher  of  Paupers  relieved,  th. 
during  the  Half  Year  eude. 


Aged  and  Inflrm 
or  Permanently 
Disabled. 


Electoral  Divisions. 


Abbey  feale  •  . 
Ardagh  .    .  . 
Ballingarry 
Castletown  .  . 
Olouucagh  and  Elty 
Dromcollolier  . 
Killeady      .  . 
Kilmeedy    .  . 
Killougbolehane 
Mahoonagli  . 
Monagea  . 
Newcastle   .  . 
Rathronan  .  . 
Union  at  large 

Total  . 


Adults. 


Males. 


1 

3 
10 
1 
4 
1 
5 
3 
1 
5 
3 
10 


47 


Fern. 


33 


Chil- 
dren 
under 
15. 


11 


Number  of  Paupers  relieved  as  per  Relief  Lib 


Orphans 

and 
Destitute 
Children 
uuder 
15. 


Insane 
Persons, 
Lunatics, 
and 

Idiots. 


Males. 


5 
7 
3 
1 

"l 

3 

*2 

5 
15 
2 
1 

51 


Fem, 


Illegitimate 
Children 
under  15, 
with  tlieir 
Mothers. 


16 


Widows,  and  Wome 
whose  Husbands  ha 
Deserted  them,  oi 
are  Transported, 
having  a  Child  o 
Children  uuder  1; 
dependent  on  then 


Mothers. 


1 

2 

1 
I 
1 
2 
2 
2 
I 
6 
12 
I 


32 


Childre 


Paid  Officers,  Assistants,  and  Servants  in  the  Union. 


Name. 


Kerry  Moone .    •  • 

Patrick  Meade    .  . 

Olivia  C.  Burne  .  . 

John  Riedy    .    •  . 

J.  Pierce,  M.D.    .  . 

Miles  O'  Brien  •  . 
Rev.  T.  F.  Plummer 

Very  Rev.  T.  CoU  . 

.Tohu  I-Iefferman  .  . 
Margaret  Hinchy 

Patrick  F.  Gibbon  . 

M.iry  F.  Gibbon  .  . 
Mary  M'Kinealy 

W.  Leahy  .    ,   .  . 

Honora  Uisten    .  . 

D.  Moylan     .    .  • 

Daniel  M.  Leahy  . 

James  Riedy  .    .  • 


Office. 


Clerk  

Master  ,  ,  .  • 
Matron  .... 
Returning  Officer  . 
Pliysician  .  .  • 
Apothecary  .  .  • 
P.  Chaplain  .  .  . 
R.  C.  Chaplain  .  . 
Schoolmaster 
Schoolmistress  •  < 
Porter  .... 
Laundress  .  .  • 
Hospital  Nurse  .  . 

Cook  

Infirmary  Ward  Attendant 
CoUcclor  Newcastle  and  Dal 

lingarry  District  . 
Abbeyfeale  District 
Dromcollolier  District 


Salary  per 
Annum. 


£.    s.  d. 

50    0  0 

40    0  0 

25   0  0 

15   0  0 

50   0  0 

25   0  0 

25   0  0 

0  0 


40 
15 
10 
10 
10 


0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
10    0  0 
15  12  0 
4   0  0 
Ad.  in  the 
pound. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
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jber  and  Cost  of  Emigrants/'and  the  Relief  administered  by  way  of  Loan, 
ember  29,  1841.  J      J  > 


egister. 


Total  Relieved. 


ililule  through 
CSS  or  Accident. 


Fem. 


Children 
nuder  15 
dependent 
ou  Ihem. 


Destitute  through 
other  Causes. 


Males. 


1 

4 
5 
o 

2 
1 
8 
3 
1 
1 
2 

2 
2 
1 


35 


Fem. 


1 
2 
4 
1 
1 

2 
2 


Children 
under  15 
dependent 
ou  them 


26 


1 
4 
10 


10 
5 


Adults. 


Males, 


48 


2 
8 

15 
4 
6 
2 

14 
7 
4 
7 
5 

15 
2 
1 


Fem 


92 


10 
3 
5 
3 
9 
4 
2 
13 
24 
19 
1 
1 


104 


Cliil- 
dren 
under 
15. 


4 
19 
19 
6 
4 
4 
26 
14 
5 
27 
33 
35 
6 
6 


208 


Expenditure. 


Total 


8 
35 
44 
13 
15 

9 
49 
25 
11 
47 
62 
69 

9 

8 


Numher 
and  Cost 

of 
Persons 

Emi- 
grating 


404 


Amount  of 

Relief 
advanced  by 
way  of  Loan 

under 
55tli  Section 

of  Irisli 
Poor  Relief 
Act. 


£.  s.  d. 


1   5  4 


15  4 


ige  Wuckly  Cost 
per  Head. 


g  • 

Ital 


s.  d. 

1  Hi 

0  3 


2  Zi 


Numher  of 
Paupers  at 
Commence- 
ment of 
Half- Year. 


Number  of 
Births  in 

the 
Half-Year. 


Number 
admitted 
during  the 
Half-Year. 


483 


Number 
discharged 
during  the 
Half-Year. 
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Number 
of  Deaths 

in  the 
Half-Year. 


20 


Number 
of  Paupers 

at  the  end 

of  the 
Half-Year. 


282 


Abstract  from  the  Relief  Books,  Medical 
ms,  and  the  Ledger  of  the  Newcastle  Union, 
IS  tlie  23rd  day  of  November,  1841. 

Kerhy  Moone, 
Clerli  to  the  Board  of  Ouardians. 


This  Abstract  has  been  submitted  to  me,  together 
with  the  Relief  Hooks,  Medical  Returns,  and  the 
Ledger,  with  wliich  I  have  compared  it ;  and  I 
hereby  certify  that  the  items  it  contains  are  cor- 
rectly abstracted  therefrom. 

Newcastle  Union,  tlie  23rd  day  of  November,  1841. 

W.  H,  T,  Hawley,  Auditor. 


o2 
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Mr.  Hatoleys  Rej)orl  on  Audit 


[8th  Rep 


Dietary  of  healthy  Male  Adult  Paupers. 

Breakfast. 

Dinner. 

Average 
Weekly  Cost. 

illollective  Kmn- 

Oalmeal,  made 
into  Slirabuut. 

New 
Milk. 

Potatoes, 
weighed  raw. 

Skimmed 
Milk. 

ber  of  Days  uii 
this  Diet. 

ozs. 

8 

pint. 

lbs. 

3^ 

pint. 
1 

s.  d. 

1  6i 

7,895 

DiETAUY  of  healthy  Women  and  Children  above  9. 

G 

X 

3^ 

1 

17,220 

Dietary  of  healthy  Children  from  2  to  9. 

3 

1 

2 

1 

1  3| 

9,720 

Children  tinder  2  years  of  age,  J  lb.  of  bread  and  1  pint 

}       1  4| 

2,213 

Aged  and  infirm, 

nearly 

2  0 

1,6G5 

General  average,  Is.  C^/. 


Table  B  2.  —Hospital  Dietary,  Newcastle  Workhouse. 


Name  of 
Diet. 


Bre.ikfast. 


No.  1 

No.  2 

No.  3 

No.  4 

No. 
No.  G. 


Dinner. 


Bread  ^  lb. 
New  Milk  1  pint 


)    Oatmeal  5?  oz. 
\  New  Milk  1  pint 

f      Bread  8  oz, 
\  New  Milk  1  pint 

[      Bread  8  o?. 
\  New  Milk  1  pint 

f      Bread  4  oz. 
\  New  Mdk  1^  pint 

Whey  1^  pint 


Total  per  diem. 


Potatoes  3^  lb. 
New  Milk  1  pint 


Bread  12  oz. 
New  Milk  1  pint 

Bread  12  oz. 
New  Milk  lipint 

Bread  8  oz. 
Niw  Milk  1  pint. 
Meat  8  oz. 

Bread  4  oz. 
New  Milk  1^  pint 

Whey  1^  pint 


Biead  i  lb. 
Potatoes  3i  lb. 
New  Milk  Tqiiart 

Oatmeal  5g  oz. 
Brend  12  oz. 
New  Milk  1  quart 

Bread  20  oz. 
New  Milk  1 J  quart 

Brend  16  oz. 
New  Milk  1  quart 
Meat  8  oz. 

Bread  8  oz. 
New  Milk  1^  quart 

Whey  3  pints 


Average 
Weikiy 
Cost. 


Collect 
Niiml 
of  Da 
on  th 
Die| 


s.  d. 
2  9J 


I  2  8f 

)  2  10- 
1  9 


The  Sick,  the  Aged,  the  Infirm,  and  Children  under  two  years  of  age,  are  dieted  as  til 

Medical  Officer  reccommends. 


1 
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Table  B  1. — Newcastle  Union. 
Hospital  Expenses  during  the  Half-year  ended  the  29111  September,  1841. 
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1 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 

12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
2d 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 


Collective 
Number  of 
Days  per 
Week. 


4 
17 
10 
42 
fi9 
82 
132 
164 
139 
135 
128 
116 
128 
127 
126 
123 
125 
154 
186 
206 
231 
164 
145 
152 
126 
123 
165 
167 
155 
91 


Bread. 


3,722 


lbs. 

•  • 

7 
8 

42i 
48i 
70} 
122 
64 

80* 
88| 
104i 
103 
127f 
1421 
140 
145f 
143i 

142;^ 

128a 
]19| 
103i 

98i 
13fif 
145f 
139 

80 


Meat, 


lbs. 

•  ■ 


2,84S^ 
at  1\d. 
per  lb. 


64 


34 
13 

154 
17* 
12 

94 


18 
14 
12 
13 

15 

19i 

184 
18 
14 
15 
14 
134 
154 
9 


Potatoes. 


Oatmeal. 


lbs. 


New  Milk. 


Skimmed 
Milk. 


14 

244 
524 

21 

•  • 


14 


lbs. 


2 
7 
4 


114 
3 


3 

2§ 


335 
at  ^d. 
per  lb. 


178i 
at  2/.  19s. 
per  ton. 


44J 
at  Is 
per  stone 


Quarts. 
4 
17 
10 
49 
084 
881 
132 
150 
168* 
170f 
1544 
146$ 
170J 
164* 
171' 
157 
134^ 
1301 
220f 
241* 
290| 
206f 
180  J 
188,1 
164i 
1581 
218-1 
2151 
193| 
121 


4,4871 
at  21c/. 
per  quart. 


Summary.  «•  «/• 

Bread  2,8484  lbs.,  at  2irf.  per  lb   26  14  1 J 

Meat  335  lbs.,  at  41^;.  per  lb   5  18  7f 

Potatoes  1781  lbs.,  at  2/.  19s.  per  ton  .    ...  0    4  8^ 

Oatmeal  44J  lbs.,  at  Is.  %\d.  per  stone      ...  056 

New  Milk  4,48 7J  quarts,  at  24£/.  per  quart   ,    .  46  14  IQi 

Skimmed  Milk,  293*  quarts,  at  \d.  per  quart      .  1    4  51 

Tea   0    0  3 

Sugar   0128 

Wine,  12  bottles,  at  2s.  9(/.  per  bottle  .    ...  113  0 

Candles,  90  lbs.,  at  7£L  per  lb.      .    ,    .    .    .  2  12  G 

Coals,  5f  tons,  at  H.  5s.  per  ton   6  11  3 

Rice  o   0    0  3 

Coffee   0    3  1 

Medicine   15    6  0 

108    1  2 

Which,  divided  by  3,722,  gives  the  average  cost  of  a  Pauper 
in  hospital  Id.,  or  nearly  4s.  \d.  per  week. 


Quarts. 
2 

14 
I 

34 
6 

13 
22 
441 
164 

15 
9 

7* 
94 


5 

9* 
18' 
29 
26 

8 

5* 
14 

2 

3 


at  l(if. 
per  quart. 
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Mr.  Hamlcy^s  Report  on  Audit         [8tli  Rep. 


Table  A  shows  the  ordinary  dietaries  used  by  the  several  classes  of 
healthy  paupers,  with  the  average  weekly  cost  of  each;  as  also  the 
general  average,  which  amounts  to  Is.  6^d.  In  Table  B  1  is  shown 
the  consumption  of  food  and  necessaries  in  the  hospital,  witli  the 
quantity  and  cost  of  each  article.  The  average  weekly  cost  of  patients 
in  the  hospital  is  also  exhibited,  which  amounts  to  4^.  Id.  per  week, 
which,  being-  brought  into  the  calculation  upon  which  the  average  cost 
of  the  food  and  necessaries  for  all  classes  of  paupers  in  the  house  is 
founded,  contributes  with  necessaries  to  raise  the  general  average 
weekly  cost  per  head  to  Is.  ll^d.  Tlie  hospital  dietaries  are  contained 
in  Table  B  2. 

The  separate  accounts  of  each  electoral  division  will  be  found  in 
Forms  5  a  and  5  b  (see  pp.  188,  189)  ;  the  entries  in  the  first  refer  ex- 
clusively to  the  value  of  the  rateable  property  and  the  first  rate  levied. 
This  was  made  on  the  12th  of  January  last,  at  a  poundage  of  5c/,,  and 
was  a  uniform  rate  upon  all  the  electoral  divisions  in  the  Union.  In 
making  future  rates  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  observe  this  uniformity, 
but  due  regard  must  be  had  to  the  amount  which  shall  have  been  ascer- 
tained to  be  chargeable  upon  each  electoral  division,  in  respect  of  its 
proportion  of  the  expenses  incurred  in  the  relief  of  the  persons  within 
the  vvorkhonse  during  the  period  to  which  the  last  account  of  such  ex- 
penses ex;tended  ;  hence,  whilst  a  rate  of  bd.  in  the  pound  may  be  neces- 
sary for  one  electoral  division,  a  poundage  of  2^d.  may  be  sufficient  in 
another.  As  your  Board  have  already  acted  on  the  principle  thus  laid 
down  by  the  Act  of  Parliament  in  making  the  second  rate  for  the  relief 
of  the  poor,  it  will  not  be  necessary  for  me  to  make  any  further  ob- 
servations on  the  subject. 

On  referring  to  the  table  it  will  be  found  that  the  amount  of  rate  for 
the  current  half-year  was  2370/.  75.  3^d. ;  that  up  to  the  29th  of  Sep- 
tember 1737^.  6s.  7d.  of  this  sum  had  been  paid  into  the  hands  of  the 
treasurer,  and  that  an  arrear  of  6331.  Os.  Sfjd.  still  remained  uncol- 
lected :  the  greater  part  of  this  has,  however,  been  since  collected. 

Form  5  b  exhibits  on  the  receipt  side  the  same  statements  of  the 
rates  as  given  in  Form  5  a  on  the  expenditure  side :  the  entries  which 
appear  are  ranged  under  the  several  heads  of  "  Maintenance  of  Pau- 
pers," "  Proportion  of  Establishment  Charges,"  and  "Election,  Law, 
and  other  Expenses." 

The  balance  in  favour  of  or  against  each  electoral  division  is  only 
shown  in  the  same  form.  Maintenance  includes  the  expense  incurred 
in  the  maintenance  and  clothing  of  paupers  chargeable  to  each 
electoral  division,  which  is  ascertained  through  the  means  of  the  "  Pro- 
vision Check  Account,"  and  the  "  Weekly  Relief  List  and  Abstract." 
These  accounts  show  the  number  of  days  any  pauper  remains  in  the 
workhouse,  and  consequently  (he  whole  number  of  days  during  which 
the  whole  number  of  paupers  chargeable  to  any  electoral  division  re- 
main there ;  a  similar  result  is  obtained  for  the  paupers  chargeable 
upon  the  Union  at  large :  the  aggregate  expense  of  all  the  paupers 
being  then  divided  according  to  the  respective  number  of  days,  ascer- 
tained as  stated  above,  each  electoral  division  is  fairly  charged  with  its 
proper  share. 

The  operation  of  these  accounts  will  be  fully  explamed  by  a  reference 
to  Tabic  C  (see  pp.  190, 191),  where  the  total  of  the  collective  number 
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of  days  is  shown  to  be  42,441,and  the  total  amount  of  the  cost  of  main- 
DlstltloM^  ,e&ts  a  summary  of  the  establishment 
ehaTSl^/Sfa^e  inc  Jed  ^,1^ SVa  ^^p^^^^^^^^^^^ 
valuation,  -^f^^^^^:^^:^'^^-^^  ^  i^.e  establishment, 
nature  than  food  or  clothAug  ^^^^^  l']  l^^^  be  1149/.  10..  lid. 
The  total  amount  of  ^1^^  «  char  es  is  ^^^^^ 

The  election  expenses  "^'^l"^^/  19/3^  There  are  other  items  which 
The  cost  for  beddmg  is  341/^19^- but  thev  will 
are  a  heavy  charge  on  the  Umon  for  ^  as  JlZially 

either  never  recur  agam,  or  will  be  so  reducea  m  an  ^       ^Q  of 

.0  lessen  this  b.™*  of  the  «pe„d.^^ 

S:L:Sut';es^:^^^he\tnber  of.paupers.  i„  ptoportion  to  the 

net  annual  value  of  the  rateable  property  in  each. 

"  A  I  etint  of  the  quantity  and  price  of  the  provisions  and  nece^ 
varies  received  consumed,  and  remaining  on  hand,  up  to  and  on  the  39tti 
daTo  Sei  et^^^^^  'with  the  contract  prices  of  the  several  articles 
fs  s\o  vn  1  Table  E  (see  p.  192).  The  contracts  appear  in  a  cases  to 
l  ave  been  made  in  strict  conformity  with  the  regulations  of  the  Com- 
ers lone;;  the  lowest  tender  having  on  all  o-'-^-^j^^-n  acce^^^^^^^ 
where  some  reason  to  the  contrary  has  not  existed  :  the  aiticles  sup 
vMeie  some  leab  nualitv.    The  total  cost  of  provisions  is 

plied  appear  to  be  ot  excelienc  qudHLy.     x  ci'i^i./  Thp 

573/.  9V.  6d.,  consumed  551/.  2s.  lOfd  ,  on  hand  15^-  S-^-  ^he 
total  cost  of  necessaries  is  86/.  7..  Ud.,  consumed  /  //.  19..  2d  on 
hand  8/  L  9cZ.  Table  F  (see  p.  192)  exhibits  the  valuation,  election, 
law  and  other  expenses,  distinguished  under  different  heads. 

Finally,  I  have  to  present  the  balance-sheet  of  the  general  accounts 
of  the  Union,  Table  G  (seep.  193),  embracing  the  period  from  the 
formation  of  the  Union  to  the  29th  September  1841. 

I  have  the  honour,  &c. 

W.  H.  T.  Hawley, 
Assistant  Poor  Law  Commissioner  and  Auditor. 

To  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Newcastle  Union. 
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[8th  Rep. 


Form  5  «.^Half- Yearly  Abstract  of  the  separate  Accounts  of  each  Electora: 


Names  of 
Elecloral  Divisions. 


Aniount  of  previous 

Kate  uncollected 
at  CommeDccment 
of  Malf-Year. 


Alibeyfeale     .  . 

Artlagli     .    .  . 

lialliugarry    .  . 
Castletown 
Clouncagh  anil  Elty 
DronicoUohcr  . 

Killeetly    .    .  . 

Kilmeedy  .     .  , 

Killougliolehaue  . 
Malioonagh 

Mouagea   .    ,  . 

Newcastle  .    .  , 
Katliionau  , 


Total 


Date  of  Rate  for 
the  Current  Half- 
"i'ear  at  5d, 
ill  the  ))Ound. 


12th  January,  1841 


Net  Annual  Value 

of  all 
Properly  Rated, 


Amount  of  Rale 
tliercon. 


£. 

s. 

d 

£. 

s. 

d. 

7.831 

0 

0 

163 

2 

11 

-1,558 

0 

0 

94 

19 

2 

18,. ^76 

10 

0 

387 

0 

2i 

9,791 

0 

0 

203 

19 

7 

7,000 

0 

0 

145 

16 

8 

5,787 

0 

0 

120 

11 

3 

9,637 
7,366 

0 

0 

200 

15 

5 

0 

0 

153 

9 

2 

3,035 

0 

0 

63 

4 

7 

9,987 

0 

0 

208 

1 

3 

13,523 

0 

0 

!?60 

17 

6 

11,4J0 

0 

0 

ii38 

6 

8 

6,247 

0 

0 

130 

2 

11 

113,777 

10 

0 

2o70 

7 

3^  ' 

Names  of 
Electoral  Divisions. 


Abbcyfeale    .  . 
Ardagh      .    .  , 
Balliugarry 
Castletown 
Clouncagh  and  Elty 
Dromcolloher  .  . 
Killeedy    ,    .  . 
Kilmeedy  .     .  . 
Killougliolehaue  . 
Malioonagh    .  . 
Monagea  .    «  . 
Bathronan     .  , 


Total 


Receipts  on  account  of  each  Elecloral  Division. 


Balance  in 
Treasurer's 

liands 
from  last 
Half-Year. 


£.  s.  d. 


Amount  of 
Poor's  Rate 
Collected. 


£.     s.  d. 

159  0  0 
93   8  4 


307 
130 
123 


92  11  8 

109   5  0 

109  17  1 

26  15  5 

91    8  11 

175    0  0 

199  13  2 

119  U  5 

1737   6  7 


a  _ 


« 
a 

■  o 

:-i 

o 
>. 
rt 

J3 


o  r* 

Bxj  o  E  t 

•s  =>  s 


£.  s.  d. 


£,  s.  d. 


5  4 


Other 
Receipts 
(if  any). 


£.  s,  d. 


Total. 


£.  s.  d. 
150   0  0 
93  8  4 


307 
139 
J  23 


92  11  8 

109  5  0 

109  17  1 

26  15  5 

91   8  11 

I7G   5  4 

199  13  2 

119  14  5 

1/38  11  11 


FoKM 


^  i-i  tn 


o  CO  3  r** 

c  B  ^ 

M  C  aj  — 
.5  tH  (Q 

5-'- -a 

Co" 


£.  s.  d. 


A  true  Statement  of  Receipts  and  Payments  on  account  of  the  several  Electoral  Divisions  of  the 
Newcastle  Union,  made  this  23rd  day  of  November,  1841. 

Kebby  Moomi,  CIcrh  to  the  Bvard  0/ Guardians. 


pp.  D,  No.  2.]    of  Accounts  of  Newcastle  Union. 


)ivision  in  the  Union  for  the  Half- Year  ended  September  29,  1841. 


k't  Animal  Viilue 
of  Property  in 
I'spect  of  wliicli 
•mpositions  have 
een  ma  !e  under 
ctiou  72  of  Iribli 
?oor  Relief  Act. 

Kebalc  at  —  per 

Cent, 
allowed  thereon. 

Amount  of 
Rate 
to  be  CoUecled. 

Amount  Collected. 

Amou  nt 
Remaining  Un- 
collected. 

£.     s.  d. 

£.     s.  d. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

163 

2 

11 

150 

0 

0 

13 

2 

11 

94 

19 

2 

93 

8 

4 

1 

10 

10 

387 

0 

2i 

307 

6 

1 

79 

14 

U 

203 

19 

7 

139 

1 

0 

64 

18 

7 

145 

16 

8 

123 

5 

6 

i>2 

11 

2 

ISO 

11 

3 

92 

11 

S 

27 

19 

7 

200 

15 

5 

1(9 

5 

0 

91 

10 

5 

153 

9 

2 

109 

17 

1 

43 

12 

1 

63 

4 

7 

26 

15 

5 

36 

9 

2 

208 

1 

3 

91 

8 

Jl 

116 

12 

4 

•  • 

260 

17 

6 

175 

0 

0 

85 

17 

6 

238 

6 

8 

199 

13 

2 

■  38 

13 

6 

•  • 

130 

2 

11 

119 

14 

5 

10 

8 

6 

2370 

7 

3i 

1737 

6 

7 

633 

0 

Si 

Expenditure  on  account  of  each  Electoral  Division. 


nintcnaacc 
of 

I'aiipers. 


Proportion  of 
EstabUsh 

ment 
Charges. 


2 
2 
■59 

9 
!) 

ml 

n 

25 
U 
E8 
0 


s.  d. 
15  11 

9  1 
14  7 

5  Oi 
19  9i 


10 
13 
1 
7 
e 
5 


15  0 
15  9 


56  0  Oi 


d. 
5 
5 

3 

2* 
11 
3 


£.  s. 

99  17 

58  3 
237  4 
124  IS 

89  7 

73  16 
122  14  Hi 

93  19  9 

.38  13 
1^7  7 

159  15 
145  17 
79  13 


34 
1 

2 

Si 

3i 


1451   8  8i 


Amount 
Expended 
on  Emi- 
gration. 


Amount  of 
Emigvallon 
Loan  repaid, 
and  Interest 
hereon. 


£.  s.  d. 


s.  d. 


Election, 
Law, and 

other 
Expenses. 


£.  s. 
6  11 
0  1 

0  4 

1  12 


7  0  10 
1  15  7i 


4  15 

0  18 

1  17 


6  13  U 
1  15  7i 


33  4  5 


lialance  at  Close  of 

Half-Year. 

In  favour  of 

Against 

Total. 

Electoral 

Electoral 

Division. 

Division. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s.  d. 

119    4  5i 

30  15  6i 

110  13  6 

17   5  '2 

297   2  10 

16    3  '3 

115  15  9 

6  14  *9 

116   8  6i 

6  16  iu 

83    I  Hi 

9    9  Si 

221    8  3i 

112   3  'si 

119  16  5i 

9  19  4i 

64  19  2 

38   3  9 

213  U  2 

•  • 

122   2  3 

283   0  6 

•  • 

111  15  2 

263   5  lOi 

63  12  8i 

97   4  8 

22   9  '9 

2140  13  1* 

79  15  2i 

481  16  51 

1  hereby  certify  that  this  Statement  of  Receipts  and  Payments  of  the  several  Electoral  Divisions  ia 
the  Newcastle  Union  is  correct.   Dated  this  23rd  clay  of  ^fo•vember,  1841. 

W,  U.  1.  HAWIiEY,  Artdnor. 
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Mr.  Hawleys  Report  on  Audit 


[8th  Rep 


Table  C— 

Framed  from  the  Weekly  Relief  List  and  Maintenance  Account,  sliowlng  the  Aggregate 
Division,  and  the  Total  Cost  of  Maintenance  and  Clothing  chargeable 


Names  of 
Electoral  Divi- 
sions. 


Abbeyfeale.  . 
Ardagli .     .  . 
Balliugarry.  . 
Castletown. 
Clouncagli  and) 
Clouuelty .  .  J 
DromcoUoher  . 
Killeedy    .  . 
Kilmeedy  .  . 
\  Killoiiglioleiiane 
Malioouagli 
Monagea  . 
Newcastle  . 
Rnllirunau  .  . 
Union  at  large . 


Number  of  Davs  in 


1st  Week.! 

2nd  Week. 

3rd  Week. 

4th  Week. 

& 

6th  Week. 

7th  Week,  j 

is 

V 

is 
s> 

10th  Week. 

11th  Week. 

S3 

13th  Week. 

14th  Week. 

> 

16lh  Week. 

ISlh  Week. 

5 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

10 

14 

16 

28 

28 

28 

28 

28 

1 

9 

4 

14 

19 

21 

30 

33 

41 

49 

49 

55 

63 

70 

95 

133 

158 

161 

I 

6 

6 

22 

29 

42 

78 

94 

99 

133 

175 

123 

112 

167 

181 

173 

181 

182 

1 

5 

2 

7 

17 

21 

21 

23 

48 

56 

54 

49 

49 

49 

49 

42 

63 

43 

• 

5 

24 

28 

28 

32 

42 

42 

40 

42 

47 

49 

49 

49 

1 

6 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

13 

7 

7 

7 

10 

14 

14 

14 

is 

24 

23 

106 

117 

149 

166 

209 

250 

261 

266 

271 

277 

280 

280 

277 

271 

2661 

6 

6 

5 

22 

27 

21 

21 

26 

28 

28 

28 

31 

30 

28 

33 

40 

42 

60  ' 

11 

27 

10 

35 

35 

35 

35 

35 

35 

35 

38 

56 

56 

56 

61 

63 

63 

63 

57 

60 

25 

91 

113 

140 

170 

175 

175 

180 

189 

182 

202 

210 

210 

217 

228 

217 

56 

88 

37 

160 

252 

257 

271 

307 

314 

330 

322 

326 

332 

338 

337 

309 

313 

314 

51 

71 

39 

155 

160 

158 

169 

178 

185 

198 

210 

214 

2ie 

217 

222 

224 

230 

243 

1 

5 

10 

14 

14 

14 

14 

38 

56 

56 

56 

561 

15 

21 

21 

21 

21 

21 

22 

25 

21 

21 

21 

21 

2ll 

199 

296 

153 

623 

781 

878 

1020 

1148 

1248 

1347 

1425 

1411 

1439 

1554 

1634 

1646 

1717 

i/di 

Electoral  Divisions. 


Table  D.— 

Showing  the  Establishment  Charge?, 


Abbeyfeale .    .    .    .  . 

Avdagli  • 

Balliugarry  

Castletown  

ClouncagU  and  Clouuelty 
DrumcoUoher  .    .    .  . 

Killeedy  

Kilmedy  

Killoiigliolehano  .  ,  . 
Mahoonagh     .    .    .  . 

Monagea  

Nowoastlo  .  .  .  •  • 
Rathronau  


Salaries,  Wages, 
and 

First  Election  of 
Guardians. 

Books,  Printing, 
and 
Stationery. 

Advertisements 

£.  s. 

d. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.  s. 

d. 

23  1 

1 

2  19  Oi 

5  2 

2 

13  8 

9 

1  14  6i 

2  19 

5i 

54  15 

5 

7    1  4 

12  3 

3i 

28  17 

2i 

3  14  4 

6  7 

4 

20  13 

U 

2  12  in- 

4  11 

17  0 

7 

2   3  11 

3  15 

9 

28  7 

3i 

3  11  Oi 

6  5 

Si 

21  14 

2i 

2  14  3i 

4  16 

S  18 

3 

1   3  0 

1  19 

7i  ■ 

29  8 

8 

3  15  9 

6  10 

4 

36  18 

2 

4  19  9 

7  18 

5 

33  14 

4 

4  6  9i 

7  9 

4 

18  9 

7i 

2  10  Hi 

4  1 

6 

335  6 

8i 

43   7  8 

74  0 

5 

App.  D,  No.  2.]    of  Accounts  of  Neiocaslle  Union. 
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Newcastle  Union. 

Number  of  Days  in  each  Week  passed  in  the  Workhouse  by  the  Paupers  of  each  Electoral 
to  each  Division  for  the  Halt- Year  ending  the  29th  September,  1841. 


the  House  iu  each  Week. 


23 
162 
176 

42 

55 

14 

274 
72 
70 
213 
319 
27'.) 
56 
21 

1/81 


28 
194 
16S 

48 

56 

14 

273 
42 
77 
210 
315 
306 
56 
21 

1808 


48 
205 

48 

60 

32 
2.12 

43! 

77 

215 
321 
303 
56 
21 

1846 


56 
207 
175 

48 

84 

33 
246 
42 
77 
217 
316 
298 
56 
21 

1878 


56 
203 
175 

56 

84 

32 
248 
42 

77 

247 
308 
325 
56 
41 

1950 


56 
213 
175 

53 


28 

23 
36 
71 

243 

28!) 

362 
56 
49 

1941 


56 
210 
168 

49 

63 

28 
196 
90 
73 
219 
245 
385 
56 
49 

1889 


55 
210 
160 

49 

64 

28 
221 
105 

77 
20;i 
281 
382 

56 

49 

1944 


49 
200 
159 

49 

65 

28 
250 
105 

77 
228 
316 
375 
56 
49 

2009 


49 
210 
158 

5L 

63 

28 
24K 
105 

77 

224 
332 
364 
56 
49 

2012 


49 
211 
164 

56 

63 


2014  : 


30th  Week. 

Total 
Dayi  for 
ihe  Half- 

Year. 

Cost  of 
Mainte- 
nance. 

Cost  of 
Clothing. 

Total  Cost 
of 

Maintenance 
and 
Clotliing. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

£.  s. 

d. 

£. 

s.  d. 

28 

778 

10 

12 

8 

1  S 

0 

12 

0  8 

121 

3,367 

46 

0 

1 

6  0 

3 

52 

0  4 

7i 

3,732 

50 

19 

10 

G  18 

6 

57 

18  4* 

32 

1,185 

16 

3 

8 

2  2 

4 

18 

6  0 

36 

1,250 

17 

1 

6 

2  4 

7i 

19 

6  li 

12 

449 

6 

2 

9 

0  16 

0 

6 

IS  9 

141 

6,325 

86 

8 

7 

11  5 

11 

97 

14  6 

56 

1,318 

18 

0 

1 

2  7 

1 

20 

7  2 

44 

1,623 

22 

3 

10 

2  18 

0 

25 

1  10 

124 

5,398 

73 

14 

7 

9  12 

9 

83 

7  4 

189 

8,220 

112 

7 

2 

14  13 

8 

127 

0  10 

210 

7,095 

96 

10 

2 

12  13 

4i 

109 

12 

3-2 

982 

13 

8 

5 

1  15 

1 

13 

3  6 

28 

719 

9 

16 

5 

1  5 

8 

11 

2  1 

1128 

42.441 

579  18 

9* 

76  1 

3 

656 

0  04- 

Newcastlb  Union. 


distinguishing  them  under  different  Heads. 


Furniture,  Uten- 
sils, Iroumou- 
gei-y,  &c. 

Bedding. 

Medicine, 
Trusses,  Coffins. 

Inteiest,  In- 
surance, Tuition, 
Postage,  Carriage 
of  Parcels. 

Total. 

£.  s.  d. 
18   1  4 
10  10  2* 
42  17  6t 
22  11  10 

16  3  0 

13  6  9 

22  4  7i 

17  0  11* 
7  0  0* 

23  0  10 
28  16  8 
26   7  11 

14  9  3* 

£.  s.  d. 
23  11  3 
13  14  5* 
53  18  7 
29   9  0* 

21  2  2 

17  8  4 

28  19  5 

22  3  6 
9  2  9 

29  19  4 
37  13  10 
34  8  8 

18  7  11 

£.  s.  d. 

2  13  7 

1  11  2* 

6   7  7 

3  6  9 

2  7  11 

1  19  7 

3  6  0 

2  10  5 
10  9 

3  8  4* 

4  5  9 
3  16  10 
2  4  2 

£.  s.  d. 

3  13  6* 

2  2  8* 
8  14  3 

4  11  10 

3  5  3* 

2  14  3 

4  10  4* 

3  9  1 
18  4 

4  13  8* 

5  17  5 
573* 
2  18  7 

£.  s.  d. 
79   2  0 
46   1  4 
187  18  0 
98  18  4 
70  15  10 
58   9  2 
97   4  5i 

74   8  7 
30  12  9 

100  17  0 

126  10  0 
115  a  2 
63   2  0 

262  11  0 

341  19  3 

38  18  11 

53  6  8 

1149  10  7i 
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Mr.  Hawleijs  Report  on  Audit 


[8th  Rep. 


Table  E. 


Names  of  Articles. 


Pkovisions. 


Potatoes  . 
Ijiead  .  . 
Oalmt'Hl  . 
New  Milk 
Skimmed  Milk 
Meat   .  . 
Salt     .  . 
Tea     .  . 
Sugar  .  . 
Wine  .  . 
Whisky  for 
Tinctuves 
Rice    .  , 
Coffee  .  . 


lbs. 


quarts 
)> 

lbs. 

07.. 

lbs. 
bottles 

gallons 
lbs 


Total  of  Provisions 


Necessabies. 


Coals  . 
Tuvf  . 
CaiuUes 
Soap  . 
Starch 
Blue  . 
Straw  , 
Oil  .  . 


tons 
rails 
lbs. 


cwt 
gallons 


Ueceivcd  during 
the 
Ilalf-Ycar. 


Quan- 
tity. 


125,440 
6,593i 
13,440 
16.284J 
19,732 
447 
1,120 

15i 
12 

3} 
i 
14 


50 
U 

985 
5653 
35 

4i 
so 


Total  Necessaries 


Cost. 


£,  s. 
165  4 
61  16 

81  0 
169  12 

82  4 
7  18 
2 
0 
0 
1 


0 
0 
12 
13 


1  4 
0  0 
0  3 


573   9  6 


62  10  0 

1  17  1 

2  17 
9  15 

0  17 

0  6 


4 
6 
4 

8   0  0 
4  0 


0 


86   7  11 


Consumed  during 
the 
Half- Year. 


Quan- 
tity. 


118,553 
6,  .500* 
12,533 
16,05Ji 167 
18,6444 
447 
1,100 


154 
12 

34 

4 
14 


43i 
134 
984 
5514 
35 
44 
80 
i 


Cost. 


£.  s.  d. 

156  2  7 

60  18  loi 

75  10  8 

"  4  7a 
77  u 

7  18 
1  19 
0  0 

0  12 

1  13 


1  4  9i 
0  0  3 
0    3  1 


551   2  104 


54   7  6 

1.  15  8 

2  17  8 

9  10  6 

0  17  6 

0   6  4 

8   0  0 

0   4  0 


77  19  2 


On  hand  .it  the 

close  of 
the  Hall-Year. 


Quan- 
tity. 


£. 

s. 

(f. 

6,887 

9 

1 

44 

20 

0 

3 

9 

907 

5 

9 

4 

10 

0 

2 

1 

98 

0 

8 

2 

'20 

0 

"6 

9 

64 


14 


Cost. 


15  5  5i 


8  2  6 
0   1  5 

0  '4  10 


8  8  9 


Average  Contract 
Price. 


£.  s. 
2  19 
0  0 
0  13 
0  0 


0  0 


d. 

0  per  Ion. 
24  per  lb. 
6   per  cwt. 
2i  per  quart. 

1  »» 
44  per  lb. 

0   per  cwt. 
6   per  07,. 
94  per  lb. 
9   per  bottle. 


071   P^r  gallon. 
0    0   6   per  lb. 
0   0   IJ  per  oz. 


0  per  ton. 
74  per  rail. 
7   per  lb. 

H  „ 

6 
4 

0    per  cwt. 
0    per  gallon. 


Table  F. — Newcastle  Union. 
Valuation,  Election,  Law,  and  other  Expenses,  distinguished  under  different  Heads. 


Expenses 

incurred  by 

Electoral  Divisions. 

Expense  of 
Valuation. 

Expense  of 
Elections. 

Law 
Expenses. 

Wardens 
sending 

Total. 

Paupers  to 

Workhouse. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

£.  s. 

d. 

£. 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

£. 

d. 

Abbeyfeale  . 

•  • 

20 

15 

5 

6  11 

27 

6 

6i 

Ardagh     .    •  • 

•  • 

12 

2 

1 

•  • 

r'o 

12 

3 

1 

Balliiigarry     .  . 

49 

6 

3 

•  • 

4  0 

49 

10 

3 

Castletown 

•  * 

25 

19 

lOi 

•  • 

1 

lo  0 

2  C 

27 

12 

4* 

Clouncagh  and  Clotnielty 

18 

12 

1 

•  • 

7 

0  10 

•  • 

25 

12 

11' 

DromcoUoher  . 

•  • 

15 

7 

I 

1  15 

•  • 

17 

2 

8i 

25 

10 

6 

25 

10 

6 

19 

11 

2 

4  15 

n 

•  > 

•  • 

2J 

6 

3^ 

Killougholehane  . 

•  * 

8 

0 

6^ 

0  16 

n 

•  • 

1  6 

8 

18 

8 

Mahoonagh    •  . 

26 

10 

1 

1  17 

4 

•  • 

•  » 

28 

7 

5 

33 

5 

2 

H 

•  • 

33 

5 

2 

30 

6 

6^ 

6  13 

•  • 

36 

19 

8 

Kathronan     .  . 

•  • 

16 

11 

3i 

1  1-5 

n 

•  • 

*  • 

18 

6 

11 

Total  . 

•  « 

301 

18 

1 

24  4 

7 

8 

10  10 

9  0 

335 

2 

6 

App.  D,  No.  2.]    erf  Accounts  of  Tipperary  Union. 
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Newcastle  Union. 

To  Amount  of  Rate  coUecteiT  . 
To  other  Receipts  

To  BaUnce  against  tlie  Union  . 


To  Balance  in  favour  of  Electoral 
Divisions  

To  Exchequer  Loan  Commissioners 
due  to  them  .....>• 

To  Treasurer,  Balance  due  to  him  . 


Dr. 

£.     s.  d. 

1,737   6  7 
15  4 


1,738  11  11 
671   6  4 


2,409  18  3 


79  15  2i 

7,500   0  0 
671   6  4 


CONTBA. 


By  Invoice  Account  .  . 
By  Clothinj;  Account  .  . 
Hy  Establisliment  Account 
By  Valuation  .... 
By  other  Expenses  .    .  . 


3,251   1  6i 


To  Treasurer,  Balance  due  to  him 


Total  Liabilities  on  the  29lh  Sep- 
tember, 1841  


671    6  4 


671   6  4 


By  Balance  against  Electoral  Divi- 
sions as  per  Abstract  .... 

By  Clothing  on  hand  

By  Provisions  and  Necessaries  on 
hand  

By  Building  Account  

Total  of  Balance  Account  in  Ledger  . 


By  Clotliins  on  hand  

By  Provisions  and  Necessaries  on 

hand  ;    •  • 

By  Dill'erence  of  Balances  against  tlie 

Union,  as  shown  above  .    .    .  . 

Total  Assets  on  the  29th  Septem- 
ber, 1S41  ....... 


Cr. 

£.  s.  (I. 
646  11  9 
329  14  11 
1,098  9  1 
301  18  1 
33  4  5 


2,409  18  3 


481  16  5i 
251  18  01 


17 

7 

04 

7,500 

0 

0 

8,251 

1 

&i 

251 

IS 

01 

17 

7 

OH 

402 

1 

25 

671 

6 

4 

V  —Report  on  the  Audit  of  the  Accounts  of  the  Tipperary  Uniok, 
■    to  Michaehnas,  1841.    By  W.  H.  T.  Hawley,  Esq.,  Assistant 
Commissioner  and  Auditor. 
Gentlemen,  Limerick,  December  24,  1 841 . 

Having  completed  the  audit  of  the  accounts  of  the  Tipperary 
Union  for  the  half-year  ended  September  29,  1841,  it  becomes  my  duty 
to  lay  the  following  Report  before  your  Board  .       ^  , 

The  period  embraced  by  the  audit  extends  from  the  formation  ot  tlie 
Union  to  the  above  date  :  the  items  of  expenditure  previously  to  the 
opening  of  the  workhouse  on  the  3rd  July  last  will  therefore  be  found 
to  be  purely  establishment  charges.  _ 

On  examining  the  several  books,  I  found  all  those  in  use  which  are 
directed  to  be  provided  by  the  order  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  ; 
and  the  manner  in  which  they  have  been  kept  is  highly  creditable  to 
Mr.  Reardon,  your  clerk:  the  only  deviation  from  correctness  which  I 
observed  being  an  occasional  omission  of  the  use  of  the  "  Check  Book 
of  Admissionst"  and  a  few  instances  of  neglect  on  the  part  of'  the  clerk 
to  date  and  place  his  initials  in  the  proper  column  of  the  "  Application 
and  Report  Book." 

The  inspection  of  the  house  by  the  Visiting  Committee  appears  to 
have  been  regular,  and  the  remarks  which  appear  in  their  Reports  ex- 
hibit, besides  a  perfect  knowledge  of  the  duties  devolved  upon  them,  a 
deep  solicitude  for  the  good  government  of  the  establishment  and  the 
comfort  of  its  inmates. 
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Form 


TiPPERARY  Union.-Abstkact,  showiiig  the  Number  of  Paupers  relieved,  ti.e 

  during  the  Half-year 


Electoral  Divisions. 


Tipperaty 
Clonbeg , 
Emly 
Latlin  , 
Cullen  . 
Shioneliill 
Biuis 
Solohead 
Donohill . 
Riithliuey 
Covdangan 
Kilfeacle 
Golden  . 
Killadiiffe 
Bansha  . 
Doon  . 
Grean  . 
Ulla  ,  . 
Kilteely  . 
Tuea  .  . 
Union  at  large 

Total  . 


Aged  and  Infirm, 
or  permanently 
Disabled. 


Adults. 


Males 


44 
3 


1 
2 
3 
3 
7 
2 

17 
5 

13 
5 

"7 

1 

3 
2 
3 
2 

123 


Fem. 


44 
3 
2 
1 
1 


5 
3 
23 
2 
9 

2 
7 


6 
1 

116 


Chil- 
dipn 
under 
15. 


C6 
4 
6 


17 
3 
49 


9 
2 
9 
3 

209 


Number  of  Paupers  relieved,  as  per 


Orphans 

and 
Destitute 
Cliili'.ren 
under 
15. 


2 
1 

7 

3 
3 


3 

2 


30 


Insane 
Persons 
Lunatics, 
and 
Idiots. 


Males, 


Fem. 


Illegitimate 
Children 
under  15, 
with  their 
Motliers. 


.a 

O 


Widows,  and  Women 
whose  Husbands  liave 
Deserted  tliem  or 
are  Transported, 
having  a  Child  or 
Cliildren  under  13 
dependent  cu  them 


Mothers. 


Childj'cn. 


Paid  Officers,  Assistants,  and  Servants  in  the  Union. 


Name. 


AVilliam  Roardon 
Daniel  Slattery  . 
Lucinda  Slattery 
Richard  Houston 
Rev.  P.  Meagher 
Uev.  P.  Cavew  , 
Miles  Ryan  .  . 
James  Bourke  . 
Mary  Long  .  . 
Edward  Quigley 
Ellen  Quilty  .  . 


OlTicc. 


Clerk  .    .    .  . 

Master  .  .  , 
Matron  .  .  . 
Medical  Attendant 
R.  C.  Chaplain 
P.  Chaplain  . 
Porten 

.Schoolmaster  . 
Schoolmistress 
Cook  ,  .  . 
Nurse-tendor  . 


Salary 
Per  Annum. 


£.  s.  d. 
40  0  0 
45  0  0 
25  0  0 
50  0  0 
40  0 
25  0 
0 
0 


10 
15 


10  0  0 
10   0  0 
6   0  0 


\pp.  D,  No.  2.]    of  Accounts  of  Tipperary  Vnii 


195 


Number  and  Cost  of  Emigrants,  and  the  Relief  administered  by  way  of  Loan, 
ended  September  29, 1841. 


li.  Uef  List  and  Register. 


Destitute 
Sickness  or 


tliiough 
Accident. 


— . — 

[ales. 

Fem.  ^ 

4 

•  • 

'2 

i 

'3 

'2 

'i 

'i 

'i 

1 

i 

1 

15 

Children 
under  15 
lependent 
on  them. 


Destitute  through 
other  Causes. 


Males. 


Fem. 


Children 
under  15 
dependent] 
on  them 


Total  Relieved. 


Adults. 


M.iles. 


51 

3 


1 

2 
3 
3 
9 
2 

20 
6 

15 
5 

*7 

1 

3 
3 
4 
2 

140 


Fem. 


Chil- 
dren 
under 
15. 


53 
3 
2 
1 
1 


9 

3 
25 

3 
10 

1 

5 

7 

3 

S 

•  • 

6 
1 

139 


84 
4 
6 


23 
4 

53 
3 
6 
6 
9 

25 

*9 

2 
12 
5 


Total 


Expenditure. 


Number 

and 
Cost  of 
Persona 

Emi- 
grating. 


258  537 


188 
10 
8 

•  1 

4 
2 
7 
3 
41 
9 
101 
12 
31 
12 
14 
39 
4 
17 
5 
22 
8 


Amount  of 

Relief 
advanced 
by  way 
of  Loan 
under  55th 
Section  of 
Irish  Poor 
Relief 
Act. 


a 

B 
PS 


£.   s.  d. 


Average  Weekly  Cost 
per  Head. 


Number  of 
Paupers  at 
Commence- 
ment of  the 
Half-Year. 


Food  . 
Clothing 
Total 


s.  d. 
2  IJ 

0  24 


2  49 


Number  of 
Births  in 

the 
Half -Year. 


Number 
Admitted 
during  the 
Half-Year. 


485 


Number 
Discharged 
during  the 

Half-year. 


134 


Number 
of  Deaths 

in  the 
Half-Year. 


10 


Number 
of  Paupers 
at  the  end 

of  the 
Half- Year. 


341 


A  true  Abstract  from  the  Relief  Boolis,  Medical 
Returns,  and  the  Ledger  of  the  Tipperary 
Union,  on  this  the  25th  day  of  November, 
1841. 

WlI.I.IAM  REAnDON, 

Clerlt  to  the  Board  of  Ovardians. 


This  Abstract  has  been  submitted  to  me,  toge- 
ther with  the  Relief  Books,  Medical  Returns, 
and  the  Lodger,  with  which  I  have  comp.ired 
it,  and  I  hereby  certify  that  the  Items  it  con- 
tains arc  correctly  abstracted  therefrom. 
Tipperary  Union,  the  25th 
day  of  November,  1841. 

W.  H .  T.  Hawiey,  /Auditor, 
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The  state  of  the  collectors'  accounts  is  satisfactory;  and  thouo-h  a 
considerable  arrear  of  rate  existed  at  the  end  of  the  half  year  "the 
amount  of  the  rate  to  be  levied  being  3,089/.  0.y.  9cZ.,  and  the  amount 
collected  only  2.115/  5..  lid,  still  they  appear  to  have  been  assiduous 
and  persevering  m  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  notwithstanding-  the 
opposition  to  the  levy  made  by  some  of  the  rate-payers,  and  the  arrears 
nave  at  the  present  moment  been  nearly  all  got  in. 

The  prompt  manner  in  which  the  Guardians  and  magistrates  met 
the  resistance  to  the  payment  of  the  rate,  by  the  punishment  of  the  de- 
taulteis,  has  unquestionably  produced  a  beneficial  effect,  and  the  col- 
lecting officers  will  experience  less  obstruction  in  future. 

Amongst  the  Tables  which  will  appear  in  this  Report,  the  first  (o 
which  I  beg  to  draw  your  attention  is  the  Abstract,  Form  4  (see  pp 
194,  195),  showing  the  number  of  paupers  relieved  in  the  workhouse 
since  the  opening  of  the  house  on  the  3rd  July  last. 
^  From  the  statements  it  contains,  it  appears  that  the  number  who 
have  been  admitted  into  the  house  during  that  period  amounts  (o  485 
of  whom  134  were  discharged,  10  died,  and  341  were  remainin<r  at 
the  end  of  the  half-year.  ^ 

The  adults  are  chiefly  'aged  and  infirm  persons.  Thirty  orphans  have 
received  relief  in  the  house,  probably  from  the  operation  of  the  with- 
holding of  the  presentments  previously  allowed  for  their  support.  The 
class  of  women  whose  husbands  are  alleged  to  have  deserted  them  is 
not  numerous,  which  is  attributable  to  the  vigilance  of  your  Board  in 
detecting  and  defeating  this  prevalent  species  of  imposition.  The 
number  of  deaths,  comparing  it  with  the  return  of  aged  and  infirm  per- 
sons, cannot  be  considered  as  disproportionate;  and  the  diseases  which 
have  prevailed  in  the  infirmary  have  generally  been  of  a  mild  nature. 

No  entries  of  expenditure  appear  for  the  purpose  of  emigration,  nor 
has  relief  been  in  any  instance  advanced  by  way  of  loan.  The  table 
exhibits  the  number  of  paupers  charged  to  the  several  Electoral  Divi- 
sions, and  the  Union  at  large.  The  greatest  number  relieved  appears 
to  be  in  the  division  of  Tipperary,  which  was  to  be  apprehended  from 
its  connexion  with  a  large  populous  town.  In  the  other  divisions,  with 
tlie  exception  of  that  of  Cordangan,  they  appear  to  be  fairly  distributed; 
and  from  the  few  who  have  been  allocated  to  the  Union  at  large,  it  is 
probable  that  the  pressure  caused  by  the  wandering  class  of  paupers 
has  been  relieved  by  the  opening  of  the  workhouses  in  the  adjoining- 
Unions. 

In  the  same  table  will  be  found  the  average  weekly  cost  of  the 
maintenance  of  the  paupers  in  the  workhouse.  This  charge  includes, 
besides  food,  all  other  necessaries,  such  as  coals,  candles,  soap,  straw, 
&c. ;  and  all  extra  articles  of  diet  used  in  the  infirmary  and  infirm 
wards,  such  as  wine,  meat,  broth,  medicines,  &c.  The  total  cost  per 
head  of  the  weekly  supply  for  this  purpose  is  2s.  l^d.  To  this  is  to  be 
added  the  cost  of  clothing,  which  is  estimated  at  2^c/.  per  week,  making 
the  aggregate  weekly  cost  of  food,  necessaries,  and  clothing,  for  a 
single  pauper,  2s.  A^d. 

The  estimate  for  clothing  has  been  made  on  an  average  of  the  cost 
of  a  suit  of  clothing  for  each  of  the  several  classes  in  the  house,  which 
will  amount  to  about  lis.;  and  assuming  that  a  suit  of  clothing  will 
last  for  a  year,  the  cost  of  wear  and  tear  for  a  week  is  found  to  be 
about  2ic/.    The  charge  for  bedding  is  carried  to  the  establishment. 
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A  statement  of  the  salaries  of  the  officers  and  servants  of  the  establish- 
ment completes  the  information  contained  in  Form  4. 

In  considering  the  cost  for  the  weekly  maintenance  and  clothing:  of 
the  paupers,  it  appears  to  be  considerably  higher  than  it  ought  to  be, 
which  is  attributable  to  excess  in  the  dietaries.    1st.  In  the  general  diet 
table  for  the  healthy  paupers,  half  a  pound  of  potatoes  has  been  allowed 
to  the  able-bodied  men  beyond  the  quantity  sanctioned  by  the  Commis- 
sioners, which  change  ought  not  to  have  been  effected  without  an  appli- 
cation to  the  Commissioners  for  their  approval.    2iidly.  During  the 
period  when  a  scarcity  of  potatoes  prevailed,  bread  was  substituted  for 
that  vegetable.    3rdly.  The  dietary  for  the  aged  and  infirm  men  is  bread 
and  mUk,  wiihout  any  alternation  of  either  potatoes  or  oatmeal,  and 
occasionally  brolh,  meat,  and  other  extras.    4thly.  The  allowance  of 
bread  in  the  hospital  is  too  general,  and  the  consumption  of  milk  over 
and  above  the  allowance  indicated  in  the  diet  tables  is  a  circumstance 
requiring  inquiry  and  explanation.    The  largest  allowance  of  milk  per 
day  to  a  patient  in  the  hospital  is  one  quart.    The  collective  number 
of  days  during  which  relief  was  given  in  the  hospital  was  1462.  The 
number  of  qua^rts  of  milk  consumed  was  2082^,  which,  allowing  that  a 
quart  of  milk  only  ought  to  have  been  consumed  each  day  by  each  of 
the  patients,  shows  an  excess  over  the  prescribed  quantity  of  620^ 
quarts.    Upon  these  facts  I  have  to  remark  that  the  allowance  of 
potatoes  to  able-bodied  paupers  in  other  Unions  is  limited  to  3^  lbs. 
per  day,  which,  under  the  circumstances  of  their  residence  in  the  work- 
house, is  found  amply  sufficient  for  their  sustentalion.    To  this  increase, 
coupled  with  the  allowance  of  bread,  meat,  broth,  and  other  extras,  to 
the  a^ed  and  infirm,  trivial  as  the  circumstance  may  appear  to  those 
inexperienced  in  the  tendency  of  such  inducements  to  create  pauperism, 
may  be  traced  the  late  influx  of  paupers  into  the  workhouse — a  result 
which  will  inevitably  follow  any  attempt  to  render  the  condition  of  that 
class  of  persons  superior  to  that  of  the  industrious  and  independent 
labourer,  trusting  to  his  own  exertions  for  support.    Bread,  meat,  and 
new  milk,  besides  being  expensive  articles  of  consumption,  are  rarely 
tasted  by  the  poor  in  their  own  habitations ;  and  by  their  allowance  in 
the  workhouse  an  injustice  is  inflicted  on  those  impoverished  rate- 
payers who  are  obliged  to  subsist  entirely  on  a  potato  diet.  Much 
vigilance  will  be  required  on  the  part  of  your  Board  in  checking  the 
discretionary  power  of  ordering  extras  vested  in  the  medical  officers ; 
and,  with  a  view  to  economy  in  future,  a  reformation  of  the  dietaries, 
so  as  to  make  them  harmonize  more  with  the  general  mode  of  living  of 
the  poor,  is  indispensable.    The  cause  of  the  excess  in  the  consump- 
tion of  milk  should  be  immediately  investigated. 

Table  A  1  (see  p.  198)  shows  the  ordinary  dietaries  used  by  the 
several  classes  of  healthy  paupers,  as  also  the  dietaries  used  in  the  in- 
firm wards  and  the  hospital.  The  consumption  of  food  and  necessaries 
in  the  hospital  is  shown  in  Table  A  2  (see  p.  199),  with  the  quantity 
and  cost  of  each  article.  In  the  same  Table  is  also  exhibited  the  ave- 
rage weekly  cost  of  patients  in  the  hospital,  which  amounts  to  the  large 
sum  of  4s.  l\d.  per  week,  and  which,  by  being  brought  into  the  calcu- 
latiou  upon  which  the  average  cost  of  the  food  and  necessaries  for  all 
classes  of  paupers  in  the  house  is  founded,  raises  the  general  averao-e 
weekly  cost  per  head  to  2^.  Hd,  exclusive  of  clothing. 
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The  separate  accounfs  of  each  electoral  division  will  be  found  in 
Forms  5  a  and  5  h  (see  pp.  200,  201).  The  entries  in  the  first  refer 
exchisively  to  the  value  ol"  tiie  rateable  properly,  and  the  first  rate  levied. 
This  was  made  on  the  16th  of  January  last,  at  a  poundao  e  of  5c?.,  and 
•wus  a  uniform  rate  upon  all  the  electoral  divisions  in  the  Union.  In 
makings  future  rates  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  observe  this  uniformity; 
for  as  the  expenditure  of  each  electoral  division  will  vary  in  proportion 
to  the  amount  of  relief  afforded  to  the  paupers  in  each,  it  will  neces- 


TaBLE  a  1.  TlPPERAHY  DiETARY. 

From  Minute  Book,  folio  123,  October  7, 1841. — Resolved  that  the  following  Dietary,  followed 
since  the  20th  of  August  last,  be  continued  from  this  day. 


Si'eakfastt 

Dinner. 

ouppei* 

Able  bodied  Male  Paupers. 

7  oz.  oatmeal. 
Half  a  pint  of  new  milk. 

4  lbs.  potatoes. 
1  pint  of  skimmed  milk. 

Pjone. 

Able-bodied  Female  Paupers. 

6  oz.  oatmeal. 
Haifa  pint  of  new  milk. 

3^  lbs.  potatoes. 
1  pint  skimmed  milk. 

A^one. 

Children  from  2  to  9. 

4  oz.  oatmeal. 
Half  a  pint  of  new  milk. 

2  pounds  potatoes. 
Half  a  pint  of  skimmed  milk. 

4  oz.  bread. 
Half  a  pint  of  skimmed  milk. 

Aged  and  infirm. 

Half  a  pound  of  bread. 
3  noggins  of  milk. 

Half  a  pound  of  bread. 
3  noggins  of  milk. 

Metn. — The  dietary  for  aged  and  infirm  is  not  on  the  Minute  Book,  but 
this  was  the  dietary  till  after  September  29  ;  at  present  they  get  occasionally 
brotb,  meat,  and  other  extras. 

Children  under  two  years  (infants)  to  get  during  the  day  three-quarters 
of  a  pound  of  bread  and  1  pint  of  new  milk. 

Children  from  9  to  15  to  get  women's  diet. 

Bed-ridden,  sick,  and  infirm  to  be  dieted  by  the  direction' of  the  medical 
attendant. 

Hospital  Dietary. 
Middle  Jy/et. — Ij^lbs.  of  bread  and  1  quart  of  milk  per  dieni. 
Low  Three-quarters  of  a  pound  of  bread  and  1^  pint  of  milk  pef 

diem. 

FliU  Diet. — Same  as  house  diet. 

Directions  by  Surt/eon  Henston. 
Half  a  pound  of  meat  to  a  pint  of  soup  ;  1  oz.  of  tea  to  two  quarts  of  water 
(?.  e.  quarter  of  an  ounce  to  a  pint  of  water) ;  0  ozs.  of  sugar  to  two  quarts 
of  tea,  and  half  a  pint  of  milk  to  two  quarts  of  tea. 
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Mem.—^mm  July  3rd  to  August  20th  men  received  for  dinner  but  3^  lbs. 
of  potatoes,  and  women  3  lbs. 

From  the  time  the  house  opened  up  to  the  middle  of  Au^^ust  the  middle 
diet  was  one  quart  and  half  a  pint  of  milk,  and  the  low  diet  was  one  quart 
and  half  a  pint  of  milk.    Soup,  or  meal  tea,  is  now  substituted  for  milk. 


Table  A  2. — Hospital  Relief  and  Expenses. 


Date. 


July  3 
10 
17 
24 
31 

Aug.  7 
14 
21 
28 

Sept.  4 
11 
18 
25 
29 


Total  . 


a) 


15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 


34 
26 
34 
54 
82 
103 
127 
168 
176 
143 
180 
246 
89 


1462 


"3 

a 

V 

pq 


lbs. 


43i^ 

31 

47| 

71^ 

78| 

88J 

159i 

185 

210 

171 

222^ 

275 
83i 


1666i- 


IS 


lbs. 


3 

12f 

4 

13 
21 
22^ 

17^ 
13^ 
31 

44^ 
9* 


215J 


o 


lbs. 


24J 


96^ 
16 


137 


C8 

O 


lbs. 


1| 


18 


-a 


qts. 


11 

14 
20 
35| 
2 


133 


qts. 


44 

37| 

23i 

50 
103i 
132^ 
244| 
251 
245 
215 
261 
248 

93f 


19491 


<u 
H 


ozs. 


3 
CO 


lbs. 


91 
-4 


23f 

261 

27f 

26^ 

35 

35J 

11 


208i 


1 

'if 

2 

I' 

10^ 
10 

11 

13f 
8 

86J 


Cost. 

1666^  lbs.  bread,  Ifd. 

215  lbs.  meat,  4d.       ,        ,        .  , 

137  lbs.  potatoes,  9  at.  11  lbs.,  3^d. 

18  lb.  oatmeal,  12».  7fd. 

133  quarts  skimmed  milk,  OJrf.     .  . 

1949^  quarts  new  milk,  l^d. 

13  lbs.  J  oz.  tea,  5*.  .... 

86^  lbs.  sugar,  9rf.      .        .        .  , 

127  glasses  wine,  10  bottles,  7  gals.,  2s.  9d. 

5  pints  porter  ..... 

Dietary  

Medicine  ...... 

Necessaries  ..... 

Total      .  . 


£. 

*. 

d. 

12 

3 

Oi 

3 

11 

10 

0 

2 

9 

0 

1 

llf 

0 

8 

3f 

14 

0 

1^ 

3 

5 

1 

2 

15 

1 

11 

I 

0 

1 

0^ 

£38 

I 

0^ 

5 

0 

0 

4 

17 

H 

£47 

18 

H 

Cost  of  dietary  for  hospital  . 
Cost  of  dietniy,  medicine,  and  necessaries 


Clothing  . 
Total  Cost 


3   7J  per  week. 


4  4f  per  week. 
0    2^  „ 


4    7^  per  week. 
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FouM  5  a. — Half- Yearly  Abstract  of  the  Separate  Accounts  of  each  Electoral 


r<i 'lines  Ol 

AmouDi  of  previous 
Rate  uncollected 

jjiiiB  ot  Xiate  tor 
the  current  Half- 

Net  Annual  value 

of  all 
Properly  Rated. 

Amount  of  Rate 

ISlcctorol  Divisions. 

at  commencement 
of  Halt- Year. 

Year  at  oa. 
in  the  pound. 

thereon. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

£.  s. 

d. 

Tlpperary  •    •    •  • 

l^UUU.       .       .  . 

Jan  2Gth  1811 

Q 

0 

217  11 

7i  ■ 

Clonbeg    •    •    ■  • 

6,079 

8 

0 

126  13 

1 

Emly  

13,443 

4 

0 

384  4 

8 

liiittia  

3,148 

12 

65  11 

n 

3,422 

12 

0 

71  6 

a 

Sli  rntipTii  11 

3.701 

8 

0 

77  2 

3i 

6,461 

4 

0 

134  12 

3 

Sol  nlipn  (1 

8,813 

12 

0 

183  12 

4'i 

DonohiU  .... 

8.864 

4 

0 

184  13 

5i 

RathVmey  .... 

6,696 

16 

0 

139  10 

41- 

Oordanijan.  . 

e7,123 

0 

0 

136  7 

10 

Kiireucle  .... 

6,692 

16 

0 

139  8 

8i 

Golden      •    •    •  . 

12,580 

0 

0 

262  1 

3  , 

KiUiidriffe  .... 

6,345 

0 

0 

132  3 

n  A 

Bausha  .... 

5,698 

12 

0 

114  11 

H  ■ 

Doon  

6,270 
11,597 

12 

0 

131  7 

5f  ■ 

Gieaa  

8 

0 

239  10 

7i| 

UUa  

[■8,806 

16 

0 

158  9 

6i  ■ 

Kilteely  .... 

2,935 

8 

0 

61  3 

I  I 

Toen  

6,299 

16 

0 

128  19 

3  ■ 

• 

145,709  14 

0 

3,039  0 

9  M 

For; 


Names  of 
Electoral  Divisions. 


Tipjierary 
Clonbeg 
Emly  . 
Lai  tin  . 
CuUen  . 
Slironehill 
Bruis  . 
Solohead 
Donnliill 
lliitliliney 
X3orrian};an 
Kilfeacle 
Golden  . 
KilladrilTe; 
Kausha 
Doun  . 
Glean  . 
Ulla  . 
Kilteely 
'i'oen  . 
Union  at  lai 


go 


Receipts  on  account  of  each  Electoral  Division- 


Balance  in 
Treasurer's 
hands 
from  last 
Half-Year 


Amount  of 
Poor's  rate 
collected. 


£.  s. 

d. 

213  12 

2i 

None 

119  7 

5 

230  19 

1 

38  5 

5 

59  3 

6 

74  17 

54 

133  6 

0 

159  9 

Oi 

122  15 

Si 

31  18 

Oi 

127  12 

9 

86  5 

5 

130  3 

7 

82  6 

3i 

88  4 

61 

58  7 

0 

179  16 

7 

114  4 

8i 

5  4 

2 

59  7 

4 

2,115  5  11 


6.2-3 


V  a 
-a  o 
rt  aj  . 

c«  &  «  S 

3        O  f 

i-S'St - 


None 


Other 
Receijjts 
(if  any). 


None 


Total. 


£.   s.  d. 

213  12  2i 

119  7  5 

230  19  1 

33   6  5 

59   3  6 

133   6  0 

1.59   9  Oi 

122  15  8i 

31  18  Oi 

127  12  9 

86   5  5 

130   3  7 

82  6  3i 

88   4  6i 

58  7  0 
179  16  7 
114   4  8i 

5   4  2 

59  7  4 


;,115  5  Hi 


o  p  ^  I 

~  "S  W  J 


None 


A  true  statement  of  Receipts  and  Payments  on  account  of  the  several  Electoral  Divisions  of  the  TipM' 
pcrary  Union,  made  this  25th  (lay  of  November,  1841.  .   „     j  ,• 

yVihJAAM  TXsKRVov,  Cterh  to  the  Board  o/Ouardtans. 
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Xi  t  Animal  Value 
of  I'roperty  in 
spect  of  which 
ipositions  have 
n  made  under 
liou  72  of  Irish 
or  Relief  Act. 


per 


Rebate  at  — 
Cent, 
allowed  Ihercon 


[£. 


d. 


Rato 

Amount  collected. 

£.     s.  d. 

Jc. 

u« 

217  11  It 

ut 

126  13  1 

119  7 

5 

384  4  8 

230  19 

1 

65  11  11 

33  5 

5 

71   6  li 

59  3 

6 

77   2  3i 

74  17 

5* 

134  VI  6 

133  6 

0 

1  no    TO  A3 

loo  la  44- 

159  9 

OJ- 

184  13  5i 

122  15 

8i 

139  10  it 

31  18 

Ot 

136   7  10 

127  12 

9 

139   8  8i 

86  5 

51 

262    1  3 

130  3 

7 

132   3  9i- 

82  6 

3* 

114  11  \\ 

88  4 

6i 

131   7  5i 

58  7 

0 

239  10  7* 

179  16 

7 

158   9  6i 

114  4 

8i 

61   3  1 

5  4 

2 

128  19  3 

59  7 

4 

3,089   0  9 

2,115   5  11 

Amount 
remaining  un- 
collected. 


£. 

s. 

d. 

3 

19 

5 

7 

5 

8 

153 

5 

7 

27 

6 

6 

12 

2 

7* 

2 

4 

9* 

1 

6 

3 

24 

3 

4 

61 

17 

9 

107 

12 

4 

8 

15 

1 

53 

3 

3 

131 

18 

1 

49 

17 

6 

26 

6 

6 

73 

0 

5i 

59 

14 

Oi 

44 

4 

10 

55 

18 

11 

69 

11 

11 

973  14  10 

3  6. 


Expenditure  on  account  of  each  Electoral  Division. 


Maintenance 
of 

Paupers. 

Proportion  of 
Establish- 
ment 
Charges. 

Amount 
Expended 
on  Emi- 
gration. 

Amount  of 
Emigration 
I,oan  repaid, 
and  Interest 
thereon. 

Election, 
Law,  and 

other 
Expenses. 

£.  s. 

£.  s. 

d. 

£.  s.  d. 

120  19 

8i 

112  6 

3 

None  . 

None  .  . 

12   7  1 

2  12 

7 

65  7 

6 

>  1 

5  6 

4 

198  6 

9 

2   9'  5 

0  3 

74 

32  17 

2 

* » 

•  • 

3  0 

36  16 

1 

0  3 

7* 

39  16 

0 

,  t 

4'  e'loi 

4   4  11 

69  9 

8 

1 , 

0  12 

4* 

94  17 

8 

1 , 

17  4 

3 

95  6 

6 

,  f 

•  • 

11  19 

0 

72  0 

4 

) » 

72  13 

8 

70  8 

71  19 

1 

f  t 

s'h  3 

9  2 

2 

6 

f  • 

16  8 

6i 

135  5 

8 

» 1 

9'  o"io 

7  3 

6 

68  4 

8 

, » 

5  10  3 

5  4 

0 

59  2 

7 

4  IS  3 

27  6 

6i 

67  16 

3 

,  * 

3  11  C 

3  3 

9 

123  12 

10 

)  1 

4  14  7 

12  13 

2i 

81  16 

3 

1  * 

1  10 

0 

31  11 

4 

1 , 

o'l2*  4i 

12  3 

2 

66  10 

3 

f , 

3   0  0 

3  9 

2 

>  1 

•  • 

337  4 

3 

1,6/8  4 

51 

59   5  5 

Total. 


£.  s. 

d. 

245  13 

Oi 

63  1 

0 

206  2 

6 

34  0 

9* 

39  16 

24 

39  19 

74 

78  1 

5t 

95  10 

04 

112  10 

9 

83  19 

4 

151  16 

0 

81  1 

8 

160  15 

04 

80  18 

5 

69  4 

10 

98  14 

34 

131  11 

2 

94  9 

54 

33  13 

84 

81  13 

5 

Balance  at  close 
of  Half-Year. 


In  favour  ol 
Electoral 
Division. 


£.   s.  d. 


51  7 
24  16 
4  4 
19  7 


34  17  lOA 
55  4  7 

63  18  U 

10   4  Hi 


5   3  9 

1'  7*104 

18  19  9i 

48"  5'  5 

19  15  24 


Against 
Electoral 
Division. 


£.  s.  d. 
32  0  101 


59   5   5    2,074  14   U  357  14  34    229  19  10 


52 
24 


30  11  51 


40   7  4 


23 
22 


61 
1 


1  hereby  certify  thnt  this  Statement  of  Receipts  and  Payments  of  llio  several  Electorol  Division^ 
of  the  Tipperary  Union  is  correct,   Dated  this  25lh  day  of  November,  1841 . 

W.  H.  T,  Hawlft,  4»4ttor. 
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sarily  follow  that  the  funds  in  the  treasurer's  hands  may  be  nearly  ex- 
hausted in  tlie  more  pauperised  divisions,  whilst  they  will  exhibit  a 
surplus  in  favour  of  those  less  burdened  with  poor.  For  which  reason, 
in  iTiidtiiig  the  second  rate,  due  regard  must  be  had  to  the  amount 
which  shall  have  been  ascertained  to  be  chargeable  upon  each  electoral 
division  in  respect  of  its  proportion  of  the  expenses  incurred  in  the  re- 
lief of  the  persons  within  the  workhouse  during  the  period  to  which 
the  last  account  of  such  expenses  extended  :  hence,  whilst  a  rate  at  bd. 
in  the  pound  maybe  necessary  for  one  division,  a  poundage  of  2^d. 
may  be  sufficient  in  another.  The  Order  of  the  Commissioners  for 
regulating  the  proceedings  of  the  Boards  of  Guardians  makes  it  im- 
perative on  the  several  Boards  to  make  an  estimate  of  the  total  ex- 
pense likely  to  be  incurred  by  each  electoral  division,  in  respect  both  of 
general  and  particular  charges,  for  six  calendar  months,  to  be  com- 
puted from  the  29th  September  and  the  25th  March  in  each  year; 
and  such  estimate  is  to  be  made  one  month  before  the  said  days  re- 
spectively. 

To  this  regulation,  in  conjunction  with  the  provisions  contained  in 
the  62nd  section  of  the  Poor  Relief  Act,  I  beg  to  call  the  special  atten- 
tion of  your  Board.  On  referring  to  the  Table  it  will  be  found  that 
the  amount  of  rate  to  be  collected  was  3089/.  05.  9d.,  and  that  up  to 
the  29th  of  September  2115/.  5s.  lid.  of  this  sum  had  been  paid  into 
the  hands  of  the  treasurer,  leaving  an  arrear  of  973/.  14s.  lOd.  This, 
however,  as  I  stated  in  a  previous  part  of  my  Report,  has  been  nearly 
all  collected  since  that  period. 

Form  5  b  (see  pp.  200, 201)  exhibits  on  the  receipt  side  the  same  state- 
ment of  the  rates  as  given  in  Form  5  a  (see  pp.  200, 2Ul).  On  the  ex- 
penditure side  the  entries  which  appear  are  ranged  under  the  several  heads 
of  "  Maintenance  of  Paupers,"  "  Proportion  of  Establishment  Charges," 
and  "  Election,  Law,  and  other  Expenses."  The  balance  in  favour  of 
or  against  each  electoral  division  is  also  shown  in  the  same  Form. 
"Maintenance"  includes  the  expense  incurred  in  the  maintenance 
and  clothing  of  paupers  chargeable  to  each  electoral  division,  which  is 
ascertained  through  the  means  of  the  "  Provision  Check  Account," 
and  the  "  Weekly  Relief  List  and  Abstract."  These  accounts  show 
the  number  of  days  any  pauper  remains  in  the  workhouse,  and  conse- 
quently the  whole  number  of  days  during  which  the  whole  number  of 
paupers  chargeable  to  any  electoral  division  remain  there.  A  similar 
result  is  obtained  for  the  paupers  chargeable  upon  the  Union  at  large. 
The  aggregate  expense  of  all  the  paupers  being  then  divided  according 
to  the  respective  number  of  days  ascertained  as  stated  above,  each 
electoral  division  is  charged  with  its  proper  share. 

The  operation  of  these  accounts  will  be  fully  explained  by  a  reference 
to  Table  B.  (see  p.  203),  where  the  total  of  the  collective  number  of 
days  is  shown  to  be  22,326,  and  the  total  amount  of  the  cost  of  main- 
tenance and  clothing,  337/.  4s.  3d. 

Table  C.  exhibits  a  sumqjjary  of  the  establishment  charges,  in  vvhicli 
are  included  election  expenses,  salaries  of  officers,  valuation,  medicines, 
bedding,  and  other  articles  of  a  more  permanent  nature  than  food  or 
clothing,  which  are  requisite  for  the  establishment.  The  total  amount 
of  these  charges  is  shown  to  be  1609/.  12s.  lO^rf.  The  election 
expenses  include,  in  the  sum  of  139/.  7s.  bd.,  the  general  expense 
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of  three  elections.  The  cost  of  bedding,  &c.,  is  570/.  11^.  There  are 
also  other  items  which  are  a  heavy  charge  on  the  Union  for  the  first 
half-year,  but  they  will  either  never  recur  again,  or  will  be  so  reduced 
in  amount  as  materially  to  lessen  this  branch  of  the  expenditure  in 
future.  The  aggregate  of  these  charges  is  defrayed  by  the  collective 
electoral  divisions  of  the  Union  (without  respect  to  the  number  of 
paupers)  in  proportion  to  the  net  annual  value  of  the  rateable  property 
in  each. 

A  statement  of  the  quantity  and  price  of  provisions  and  necessaries 
received,  consumed,  and  remaining  on  hand,  up  to  and  on  the  29th  of 
September,  1841,  with  the  contract  prices  of  the  several  articles,  is 
shown  in  Table  D.  (see  p.  205). 

The  contracts  appear  in  all  cases  to  have  been  made  in  strict  con- 
formity to  the  regulations  of  the  Commissioners,  the  lowest  tender 
having  been  invariably  accepted,  where  some  reason  to  the  contrary  has 
not  existed;  and  the  articles  supplied  appear  to  be  of  excellent  quality. 
The  total  cost  is  332/.  13^.  Ud. ;  total  consumed  303/.  7s.  5^c/.  Value 
of  stock  remaining  on  hand  29/.  5s.  4ic/. 

J'inally,  I  have  to  present  the  balance-sheet  of  the  general  accounts 
of  the  Union,  Table  E.  (see  p.  206),  embracing  the  period  from  the  form- 
ation of  the  Union  to  the  29th  September,  1841. 

I  have  the  honour,  &c. 

W.  H.  T.  Hawley, 

Assistant  Poor  Law  Commissiojier  and  Auditor^ 
To  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Tipperary  Union. 


Table  C. — Summary  of  Establishment  Charges. 


Election 
Expenses, 

Stationery. 

Adver- 
tisements. 

Postage, 
&c. 

Salaries  of 
Officers. 

Clerk  of 
Works, 

£.    s.  d. 
139    7  5 

£.   s.  d, 
52  19  1^ 

£.   s.  d. 

32  15  4 

£.  s,  d. 

.7  13  4^ 

£.  s.  d. 
120    0  0 

£.  d. 
50  17  0 

aluation. 

Establish- 
ment. • 

Meditiue;  . 
Scalts,  - 
.Weights,' 
&c. 

'  Interest. 

.  ■Be<lding7" 
•  •  &c. 

Total. 

£.    s.  d. 
289  10  0 

£.    s.  d. 

260  13  7A 

£.  s.  d. 

30  17  4 

£.    s.  d. 

54    8  7 

£.    s,  d. 
570  11  0 

£.     #.  d. 

1,069  12  lOi 

App.  D,  No.  2.]     of  Accounts  of  Tipperary  Union. 
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Mr.  Hatoley's  Report  on  Audit 
Table  E. 


[8th  Rep. 


Balance. 

To  Amount  of  Rate  .  .  . 
Due  to  Contractors  on  In- 
voicrt  Account  .  .  .  . 
Ditto  C.lotliiug  ditto  .  , 
Ditto  Establishment  ,    .  . 


Dr. 
£.   s.  d. 
2.117   4  10 

270   4  2} 
41  17  lU 
251  11  7 

CoNTBA. 

Clothing,  loss  by  wear  .  £'i3  4  G 
Ditto,  on  hand    .    ,    .    343  8  0 

Cr. 

£.    t.  d. 

376  12  6i 
307  14  9i 
336  14  0 
1.609  11  10 
0   5  4i 

Invoice  Account,  consumed  .    .  . 

2,680  18  7 

2,680  18  7 

VI.— Keport  on  the  Audit  of  the  Accounts  of  the  Rathkeale  Union 
up  to  Michaelmas,  1841  :— By  W.  H.  T.  Hawley,  Assistant  Com- 
missioner and  Auditor. 

Gentlemen,  Limerick,  December  20,  18U. 

Having  completed  the  audit  of  the  Accounts  of  the  Rathkeale 
Union  for  the  half-year  ended  September  29th,  1841,  it  becomes  my 
duty  to  lay  the  following  statement  before  your  Board  : — 

The  period  embraced  by  the  Audit  extends  from  the  formation  of  the 
Union  to  the  above  date:  the  items  of  expenditure  previously  to  the 
opening-  of  the  workhouse  on  the  26th  of  July  last  will  therefore  be  found 
to  be  purely  establishment  charg'es. 

On  examining:  the  several  books,  I  found  all  in  use  which  are  directed 
to  be  provided  by  the  order  of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  ;  and  the 
manner  in  which  they  have  been  kept  reHects  the  highest  credit  upon 
Mr.  Hall,  the  clerk,  the  accounts  having  been  entered  up  and  balanced 
in  the  most  accurate  manner,  and  all  the  forms  prescribed  by  the  Com- 
missioners having  been  strictly  adliered  to.  The  only  observations  I 
consider  it  necessary  to  make  on  the  subject  of  the  books,  are,  that  the 
register  has  not  been  signed  by  the  chairman  after  being  examined,  ap- 
proved, and  corrected  by  the  Board  at  each  meeting  as  directed  by  the 
43rd  section  of  the  Poor  Relief  Act,  and  the  entries  in  the  Visitors'  Book 
are  so  few  as  to  lead  me  to  conclude  that  the  visits  of  the  Committee 
have  been  very  irregular.  To  this  point  I  beg  to  call  the  serious  atten- 
tion of  your  Board,  since,  without  a  constant  and  attentive  supervision 
of  the  workhouse,  its  officers  and  its  inmates,  the  order  and  regularity 
of  the  establishment  will  be  interrupted,  discipline  will  be  relaxed,  and 
abuses  will  creep  in,  which  it  will  be  found  extremely  difficult  hereafter 
to  eradicate. 

The  collectors,  not  having  commenced  their  duties  till  after  the  29th 
September,  their  books  form  no  part  of  the  accounts  now  brought  under 
the  notice  of  the  auditor. 

Amongst  the  Tables  whicli  will  appear  in  this  Report,  the  first  to  which 
I  beg  to  draw  your  attention  is  the  Abstract,  Form  4  (see  pp.-208,  209), 
showing  the  number  of  paupers  relieved  in  tlie  workhouse  since  the  open- 
ing of  tlie  house  on  the  26th  of  J iily  last.  From  the  statements  it  con- 
tains, it  appears  that  the  number  who  have  been  admitted  into  the  work- 
house during  that  period  amounts  to  147,  of  whom  61  were  discharged, 
3  died,  and  83  were  remaining  at  the  end  of  the  half-year:  two-fifths  of 
those  who  had  accepted  relief  in  the  house  are  thus  proved  to  have 
left  it,  a  fact  which  speaks  favourably  for  the  discipline  of  the  esla- 
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blishment,  as  showing-  that  no  inducements  were  lield  out  to  the  idle 
or  dissohite  to  protract  the  term  of  their  residence  after  a  prospect  of 
redeeming-  themselves  from  destitution  by  their  own  industry  had  pre- 
sented itself. 

Of  those  who  died  two  were  men  aged  respectively  84,  the  cause  of 
death  being  a  general  decay  in  one,  in  the  other  from  the  bursting  of  a 
blood-vessel ;  the  third  was  aged  45,  and  was  dying  of  consumption 
when  admitted.  The  cases  of  sickness  present  a  low  average  number, 
and  are  chiefly  of  a  chronic  and  mild  character. 

Of  the  aged  and  infirm  inmates  it  is  observable  that  the  males  are 
double  the°number  of  the  females :  this  may  be  accounted  for  by  the 
sympathy  of  relatives  shown  for  the  latter  and  the  consequent  greater 

Table  A. 

Summary  of  Sickness  and  Mortality  in  the  Rathkeale  Workhouse,  up  to  the  29th  Septem- 
ber, 184],  showing  the  Diseases  which  prevailed  in  the  House,  the  number  of  Persons 
afflicted  therewith,  the  number  of  days  during  which  such  persons  were  so  afflicted, 
and  the  number  of  Deaths  in  the  House. 


Diseases. 

Number 

of 
Persons 
afflicted. 

Collective 
days  during 
which  they 
were 

afflicted. 

Number 

of  i 
Persons 
who  died. 

Age. 

1 

Cause  of  Death. 

Ulcerated  Leg    .  • 

4 

99 

1 

84 

Old  age,  general  de-  ay. 

Catarrh  .... 

2 

5 

1 

84 

Burst  a  bLiod-vessel. 

Ophthalmia  .    .  . 

2 

24 

1 

45 

Dying  of  Consumption 

Mesenteric  Disease  . 

I 

20 

on  admiiision. 

Psora  .... 

16 

92 

■  • 

Fractured  Thigh 

1 

14 

•  • 

Bronchites  . 

4 

54 

•  • 

• « 

Maintenance  of  Urine 

1 

59 

•  • 

Pyroses  .... 

1 

49 

•  • 

Oleshpates    .    .  • 

1 

4 

•  • 

Diarrhoea 

1 

8 

Asthma  .... 

1 

39 

•  • 

•  • 

Febris  .... 

4 

37 

•  • 

Herpes  .... 

1 

30 

« • 

Irritable  Bladder  . 

1 

5 

Erysipelas 

1 

7 

•  ■ 

Influenza  . 

1 

3 

Fhthysis      .     .  , 

1 

1 

•  « 

•  • 

Debilitas 

1 

2 

•  • 

Emeris  .... 

1 

2 

•  • 

J ,        .     •     .  • 

1 

5 

•  • 

luHrm  .... 

47 
4 

559 
50 

51 

609 

o 
O 

Total  number  of  paupers  admitted  up  to  29th  September,  1841  ,    .  147 

Proportion  of  paupers  afflicted  with  disease  to  the  total  number  .     .  J 

Total  number  of  days  spent  in  the  House  by  all  the  paupers  .    .     .  5348 

Proportion  of  days  spent  in  Hospital  or  by  infirm,  to  total  number  .  i 
Proportion  of  deaths  in  the  House  to  total  number  admitted  ... 

Proportion  of  deaths  to  collective  number  of  days  spout  in  House     .  J„ 
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Fcn.M 


Rathkeale  Union. — Abstract  showing  tlio  Number  of  Paupers  Relieved,  the 

during  the  Half-Yuar 


_  .... 
hloctorcil  Divisions. 

Number  of  Paupers  relieved,  as  ].■  : 

Aged  and  Infirm 
or  permanently 
Disabled. 

Orphans 

and 
Destitute 
Children 
under 
15. 

Insane 
Persons, 
Lunatics, 
and 

Idiuts. 

Illegitimate 
Cliildren 
under  15 
witli  their 
Mothers. 

Widow  s  and  Womt'i] 
whose  Husbands  li  i  vcj 
deserted  tlicm,  m 
are  Transported, 
having  a  Cliild  or 
Cliildren  under  15 
dependent  on  Hxci... 

Males. 

Fem. 

Chil- 
dren 
under 
15. 

Males. 

Fem. 

Mothers. 

Children. 

Mothers. 

Children. 

Xvutergns     •    ■  • 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Kilmoylan  •    •  • 

1 

•  • 

Shanagolden    •  • 

1 

1 

*i 

3 

"i 

'2 

'i 

'5 

Lismakeery     .  . 

1 

4 

Askeaton    .  . 

3 

•  • 

'2 

5 

• . 

Kilcornan  .    ,  . 

1 

'i 

"i 

5 

Kildimo      .    .  . 

1 

Adare,  North  ,  . 

2 

*i 

Adare,  South  .  . 

1 

"i 

"i 

'i 

('room  .... 

1 

1 

3 

Rathkeale  ,     .  . 

9 

'7 

16 

6 

15 

Croagh  .... 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

•  • 

Union  at  large  .  . 

7 

2 

'1 

Total  .    .  . 

32 

16 

2 

26 

1 

2 

14 

38 

Paid  Officers,  Assistants,  and  Servants  in  the  Union. 


Mamc  . 

Office. 

Salary  per  Annum. 

£.  s. 

John  Hall    .       .       •  . 

Clerk  of  the  Union 

45  0 

John  Kiedy  .... 

Master  . 

45  0 

Jolianua  Keedy     .       .  . 

Matron     .  . 

25  0 

Rev.  T.  Hoj!an      .  . 

11.  C.  Chaplain  . 

40  0 

T.  O'Loughlin      .       .  I 

Medical  Officers 

50  0 

Thomas  M'Carthy.       .  3 

William  Bourke    .       .  . 

Porter       .  . 

10  0 

Thomas  Caliill     .       .  . 

Gatekeeper  . 

2  10 

jE217  10 

Rathkeale  National  School  . 

\d.  per  week  for  each. 

Ditto  

Schoolmistress]  . 

Ditto. 

John  F.  Gerald  . 

Collector,  No.  1  District  . 

4rf.  per  pound  sterling. 

Ditto  ..... 

Ditto  2 

do. 

Ditto. 

(ierald  F.  Gerald  . 

Ditto  3 

do.  . 

Ditto. 

Thomas  Potter      .       .  . 

Ditto  4 

do.  . 

Ditto. 

4 


pp. 
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Number  and  Cost  of  EmiKrants,  and  the  Relief  administered  by  way  of  Loan, 
snded  29th  September,  1841.  ^^^^ 


lelief  List  and  Rcijister. 


Destitute  IlirougU 
Sickness  or  Accident. 


[ales. 


Fern. 


Children 
under  15 
dependent 
on  them. 


Destitute  through 
otlier  Causes. 


Males. 


Fein. 


Cliildren 
under  15 
dependent 
on  them. 


Total  Relieved. 


Adults. 


Males.  Fem 


2 
2 
1 
1 
1 

13 
1 


40 


1 
1 

15 
2 

3 


Chil- 
dren 
under 
15. 


Expenditure. 


Total. 


Numiiers 

and 
Cost  of 
Persons 

Emi- 
grating. 


35 


1 

10 
4 
5 


1 

1 
3 
31 
4 


8 
1 

'3 

13 
5 
10 

*i 

7 
2 
3 
2 
3 
5 

59 
7 
3 

is 


72  147 


Amount 
of  Relief 
advanced 
by  way 
of  Loan 
under  55lh 
Section  of 
Irish  Poor 
Relief 
Act. 


Note  -Wives  and  children  (though  able-bodied)  of  aged  and  infirm  must  be  entered  in  the  columns 
f,  r  °FemaL    and  ehUdren  under  the  heading  ■<  Aged  and  Infirm  or  permanen  ly  Disabled.  Wives 
'  ,1  cWUlren  VtCBh  able-l^od  Kickneps  or  accdeut,  must  be  entered  m 

o?A.  mns  for  "  Females  and  chihlren  under  that  heading.  \\  ives  and  children  of  insane  persons. 
I  'n.lks  and  idiots!  m^  for  -  Females;  and  children  under  tlie  heading 

•  Uesiu'ute  through  other  Cause s. " 


.  erage  Weekly  Cost 
per  Head. 


-tiling  . 
Total 


1  10* 

0  zi 

2  U 


Number  of 
Paupers  at 
Commence- 
ment of  the 
Half-Year. 


Number  of 
Births  in 

the 
Half-Year. 


Number 
admitted 
during  the 
Hair-Year. 


147 
147 


Number 
Discharged 
during  the 
Half-Year. 


61 
Gl 


Number 
of  Deaths 

in  the 
Halt-Year. 


Number 
of  Paupers 
at  the  end 

of  the 
Hall-Year. 


83 


83 


A  true  Abstract  from  the  Relief  Boolis,  Medical 
Keturus,  and  the  Ledger  of  the  Rutlikeale  Union, 
I  on  this  the  29tli  day  of  tfeptember,  1841. 

JoHK  Malt., 
Clerh  to  the  Board  of  Ouariiians. 


This  Abstract  has  been  submitted  to  me,  toge- 
ther with  the  Kolief  Books,  Medical  RoUirns,  and 
the  Ledger,  with  which  1  have  compared  it,  and 
I  hereby  certify  that  the  items  it  contains  are  cor- 
rectly abstracted  therefrom. 

Uathkeale  Union, 
the  19th  d»y  of  November,  1841. 

J  W,  H.T.  Hawisv,  Auditor, 
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amount  of  assistance  afforded  them,  as  well  as  by  the  facility  of  earning 
a  livelihood  by  washing,  nursing  children,  &c.,  and  other  sources  which 
are  closed  against  the  former.  The  destitute  children  are  a  numerous 
class,  who  have  been  driven  into  the  house  by  presentments  beinf  with- 
held after  the  opening  of  the  workhouse. 

The  number  of  women  and  children  alleged  to  have  been  deserted 
by  f heir  husbands  is  considerable ;  but  as  your  Board  have  taken  steps 
for  the  punishment  of  the  husband  in  cases  where  it  was  practicable, 
the  evil  of  desertion  will  be  abated  by  the  timely  check  thus  given  to  it. 

Emigration,  by  the  agency  of  the  Poor  Relief  Act,  does  not  appear 
to  have  been  yet  resorted  to,  and  no  relief  has  been  given  by  way  of 
loan.  As  regards  the  number  of  paupers  charged  to  the  several  elec- 
toral divisions,  those  in  the  Rathkeale  division,  as  was  to  be  appre- 
hended from  its  circumstances  as  a  town  with  a  dense  pauper  popula- 
tion, are  the  most  numerous.  From  the  Loughill,  Ivernss,  and 
Kilscannell  divisions  none  have  entered  the  house;  and  the  number  of 
those  charged  to  the  Union  at  large  appears  to  be  in  a  fair  proportion 
with  the  other  admissions. 

Here  it  may  be  proper  to  observe  that  the  question  of  the  allocation 
of  the  different  paupers,  according  to  their  several  residences,  has  pro- 
duced an  order  from  your  Board  that  the  clerk  shall,  previously  to 
every  meeting,  report  to  each  of  the  members  of  the  Board  the  number 
and  names  of  the  paupers  who  have  been  admitted  into  the  workhouse 
on  the  previous  Board-day,  in  order  to  give,  an  opportunity  to  the 
Guardians  of  the  electoral  divisions  to  which  they  may  have  been  allo- 
cated to  attend  and  inquire  into  the  decisions  of  the  previous  meeting. 
Besides  the  great  amount  of  additional  duty  which  will  thus  be  thrown 
upon  the  clerk,  the  effect  of  this  arrangement  will  be  to  produce  altera- 
tions in  the  register,  which,  after  having  received  the  signature  of  the 
chairman  at  the  previous  meeting,  ought  not  to  undergo  any  subsequent 
correction  ;  and  it  will  induce  those  Guardians  who  may  not  be  inte- 
rested in  the  allocation  of  paupers  to  absent  themselves  from  the  meet- 
ing of  the  Board,  by  which  the  general  business  of  the  Union  will  be 
devolved  upon  the  few  who  happen  to  reside  in  the  immediate  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  workhouse. 

In  the  same  Table  will  be  found  the  average  weekly  cost  of  the  main- 
tenance of  the  paupers  in  the  workhouse.  This  charge  includes,  be- 
sides food  and  necessaries,  such  as  coals,  candles,  soap,  straw,  &c.,  all 
extras  used  in  the  infirmary  and  infirm  wards,  such  as  wine,  broth,  &c, ; 
but,  by  an  order  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  the  provisions  used  by 
paupers  on  extra  diet  is  made  a  separate  charge  against  the  electoral 
divisions  to  which  such  paupers  belong,  in  proportion  to  the  collective 
numbers  of  days  in  the  half-year  during  which  they  have  been  in  the 
hospital  or  supported  on  extra  diet.  The  cost  price  of  wine  or  spirits 
consumed  by  any  pauper  in  the  house  was  also  ordered  to  be  made  a 
separate  charge  against  the  electoral  division  to  which  such  pauper 
belongs.  This  arrangement,  which,  though  not  conformable  to  the 
intended  system  of  keeping  the  accounts,  appears  in  other  respects 
unobjectionable,  has  the  effect  of  subtracting  the  amount  of  the  cost 
price  of  extra  articles  of  diet  consumed  by  the  sick  paupers  from  the 
total  amount  upon  which  the  general  average  of  the  liouse  ought  pro- 
perly to  be  calculated,  and  which  will  consequently  he  reduced  in  the 
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ratio  of  the  charge  for  the  sick.  In  the  present  instance  it  amounts  to 
10/.  0^.  Sd. ;  and,  allowing  for  this  deduction,  the  total  cost  per  head 
of  the  weekly  supply  of  food  and  necessaries  to  the  paupers  will  be 
\s.  \0\d.  A  statement  of  the  salaries  of  the  officers  and  servants  of 
the  establishment  completes  the  information  exhibited  in  Form  4. 
Table  B.  shows  the  ordinary  dietaries  used  by  the  several  classes  of 
healthy  paupers,  the  weekly  cost  of  a  single  pauper  on  each  description 
of  diet,  and  the  cost  of  his  maintenance  and  clothing-. 


Table  B.— Ordinary  Dietary  of  the  Rathkeale  Workhouse,  Septemher,  184. 


Class. 

Breakfast. 

Dinner. 

Total  per  Day. 

per 

Cost 
Week. 

Males  over  15  . 

7  ozf.  oatmeal, 
J  pint  new  milk. 

3^  lbs.  potatoes, 
1  pint  sour  milk. 

7  ozs.  oatmeal, 
3^  lbs.  potatoes, 
^  pint  new  milk, 
1  pint  sour  milk. 

s, 
1 

d. 

Females  and  chil- 
dren over  9  . 

6  ozs.  oatmeal, 
^  pint  new  milk. 

3  lbs.  potatoes, 
1  pint  sour  milk. 

6  ozs.  oatmeal, 
3  Ihs.  potatoes, 

pint  new  milk, 
1  pint  sour  milk. 

1 

5f 

Cliildren  over  2  and 
under  9.     .  • 

4  ozs.  oatmeal, 
J  pint  new  milk. 

3  lbs.  potatoes, 
3  noggins  sour 
miik. 

4  ozs.  oatmeal, 
3  lbs.  potatoes, 

pint  new  milk, 
3  noggins  sour 
ditto. 

1 

3^ 

nek,  infirm,  and  bedridden  people  to  be  dieted  at  the  discretion  of  the  medical  officer,  subject 
to  the  approval  of  the  Board.    Infants  (under  2)  to  be  dieted  at  discretion. 


Cost  of  Maintenance  and  Clothing  of  Paupers. 

s.  d. 

Average  weekly  cost  of  provisions  to  healthy  paupers  .       .  I 

,,  „  „  and  necessaries  to  ditto  1  9^ 

,,  „  „  to  sick  and  infirm         .       2  If 

„  „  „  in  infirmary,  including  wines  2  3§ 

„  „  „  and  necessaries        .        .2  7^ 

General  average  of  provisions  and  necessaries  for  all      .       .    1  10^ 

„  of  maintenance  and  clothing  to  all  classes     v    2  1A 

Average  weekly  cost  of  necessaries  to  all  classes   .       .        .    0  3J 

„  of  clothing  to  ditto      .       .       .       .       .    0  2; 

No  regular  dietary  for  the  infirm  and  sick  paupers  having  been  pre- 
scribed or  used  in  the  workhouse  till  the  lltli  of  October,  I  have  nf)t 
considered  it  proper  to  insert  tliose  which  were  established  at  that  pe- 
riod in  this  Report  of  the  audit  of  the  2Dth  September.  For  the  same 
reason  tiie  dietary  for  infants  has  been  omitted,  which  has  only  witliin 
these  few  days  been  fixed  by  your  Board  and  sanctioned  by  the  Com- 
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missioners.  The  consumption  of  food  and  necessaries  in  the  infirmary, 
and  by  sick  and  infirm  paupers  in  tlie  other  wards  of  the  liouse,  is 
shown  in  the  following  Table,  C  1 ;  and  an  abstract  of  the  infirmary  pro- 
vision consumption  account  will  be  found  in  Table  C  2  (page  214), 
with  the  allocation  of  the  cost  of  provisions  and  wine  to  the  electoral 
division  to  which  the  several  patients  belong. 

The  total  cost  per  head  of  the  weekly  supply  of  food  and  necessaries 
to  the  paupers  (exclusive  of  the  infirm  dietary)  is  shown  in  Table 


Taei 

Infirmary  Provision  Consumption  Account  for  the  Half-Year  ended  the  29th  day  of  Septeml' 

consumed,  and  ihe  Wet- 


Week. 


First.    .  • 
Second  .     .  . 
Third     .    .  . 
Finirth  .     .  • 
Fifth      .     .  . 
Sixth     .  • 
Seventh  .     .  . 
Eighth  .     .  . 
Ninth    .     .  . 
Tenth    .     .  . 
Eleventh     .  . 
Twelfth      .  . 
Thirteenth  .  . 
Fourteenth  . 
Fifteenth 
Sixteenth    •  . 
Seventeenth 
Eighteenth  . 
Nineteenth  . 
Twentieth  . 
Twenty-first 
Twenty-second  . 
Twenty-third  . 
Twenty-fourth  . 
Twenty-fifth 
Twenty-sixth  . 
Twenty-seventh 

Totals  . 


Collective  Days  of  Sick  or  Infirm  Paupers. 


a 

i> 

Si; 

X! 

.13 

tiD 

B 

3 

n! 

O 

-3 

6 
16 
15 

9 
1^ 
14 
14 
14 

4 


105 


39 


53 


31 


61 


B 

u 


14 


19 


53 


12 


s 

a 

P  ca 


12 
24 
15 
9 
13 
5 
7 
4 
7 
G 


27 
7 
,7 
7 
7 
7 
7 


102 


73 


VVeeklv 


13 

a 

cS 


lbs.  lbs. 


•22 


32 
60 
98 
71 
55 
63 
72 
71 
59 
28 


no9 


4 

12^ 

18 

24 

24 

39 

46 

41 

39f 

20 


4i 
13A 
17 
21 
15 
22i 
13 


268i  106^ 


>4| 

161 

I2l 


See  Abstract  of  I 


N  B.-By  an  order  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  the  provisions  used  by  paupers  .n  Hosp  » 
such  paune.^  belong,  in  proportion  to  the  collective  number  of  days  in  the  half-year  during  whia 
Trned  by  any  pauper  in  the  House  was  also  ordered  to  bo  made  a  separate  charge  against  th 
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Form  4  (pp.  208,  209)  to  be  \s.  10|d  :  to  this  must  be  added  the  cost 
of  clothuig-,  which  is  estimated  at  1\cl.,  making-  the  ag:gregate  weekly 
cost  of  food,  necessaries,  and  clothing-  for  a  single  pauper  2s.  \\d.  The 
charge  for  clothing  has  been  estimated  on  an  average  of  the  cost  of  a 
suit  of  clothing  for  each  of  the  four  classes  enumerated  in  the  annexed 
Table  D  (page  215),  which  appears  to  be  125.  2d.,  and  assuming  that 
a  suit  of  such  clothing  will  last  for  a  year,  the  cost  of  wear  and  tear 
for  a  week  is  found  to  be  2-^d. 

C  1. 

1841,  showing  the  Weekly  Number  of  Sick  and  Infirm  Paupers,  the  Weekly  Quantity  of  Provisions 
Quantity  of  Wine  consumed. 


Consumption  of  Provisions. 

Weekly  Consumption  of  Wine. 

Oatmeal. 

u 

3 
0 
CO 

a> 

H 

<u 
.a) 
05 

0 

a 

rt 
3 

cc 

"3 
0 

nj 
M) 
3 
CO 

« 

u 

be 

t— 

c 

. 

1— 

SI 

s 

ti 
b 

0 
S 

(— ! 

>> 
a; 

-J 

n 

GO 

3 

> 

a 
a 
0 

>> 

c 

0 

g 

1   Adare,  North. 

1    Adare,  South. 

c 

a 

C 
C 

0 
p 

ed 

01 

Qd 

fcr 
aJ 
0 

?H 

a 

i» 

_■ 

1; 
c 
c 

td 
u 

i2 

.♦J 

Q 

'a 

"5 
0 

lbs. 

qts. 

qts. 

ozs. 

ozs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

lbs. 

t 

26A 
2^ 
23| 
35^ 
39* 
46i 
44i. 
2'/ 

13 
17 

21h 

19 

11 

9^ 
7 

10 

3^ 
2 

ifs 

H 
6 

-Of. 
7 

Ofa 

2A 

.  • 

'2 

3^ 
3i 
1 

•  • 
■  • 

1 

Oil 

287 

114.i 

10 

17i 

1  8 

14^ 

lit 

4^ 

0^5 

5 

account,  Form  D.  2. 

or  by  infirm  paupers  on  extra  diet,  is  made  a  separate  charp;e  against  the  electoral  divisions  to  which 
they  have  been  in  the  Hospital,  or  supported  on  extra  diet.  The  cost  price  of  wine  or  spirits  cun- 
eltctoral  division  to  which  such  pauper  belongs. 
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Table  D- — Cost  and  e.-ititnatt-d  Wcir  and  Tear  of  Buddinir  and  Clothiu;;,  Furniture  and 
Utensils,  per  Week,  up  to  iQih  Septuniber,  18-11. 


Glass. 

Article. 

Cost  of 

each 
Article. 

Cost  of  eacli 
Suit. 

Weekly 
Cost  of 
Wear. 

1  Clothing  . 

JTen     .  . 

Jacket,  averaf^e  .  . 
Trousers,  ditto    ,  . 
Shirt,  ditto  . 

Stockings      .  . 
Shoes,  average    •  . 
Suspenders    .  , 

£.  *.  d. 
0    7  0 
0    4  2 
0    2  11 
0    1  11 
0    0  9 

0    0  4' 

£,    s.  cL 

•      1    0  4f 

0  11  lOJ 
0    8  10| 
0    5  5 

£.   s.  d. 

Women 

Wrapper  .... 

"Pettli'naf 

x  ei  1 IL  UaL  *       .        ,  1 

Shift  

Apron  .... 

Shoes  • 

0    1  8 

n     o  n 

u   z  y 
0    1  10^ 
0    0  7^ 
0    0  2| 
U    0  11^ 

ft      ^  0 

u    o  y 

Boys  • 

Shirt  

0  Q 

yf     \j  o 

0    1  6i 

0    0  8^ 

Girls    .  , 

Frock  .... 
Petticoat  . 

0    2  2 
n  111 

U  111 

0    1  4 

Cost  of  4  suits  . 

•  • 

2    6  6| 

Average   cost    of  1 
suit  .... 
Alteration  and  mend- 

•  • 

•  • 

0  11  7f 
0    0  6i 

Bedding  . 

All  classes  . 

Total    Cfl«f    t\t  1  om'f 

to  last  1  year  .  . 
Weekly  cost  of  each 
suit      •     .    .  . 

Bed-tick  .... 
xJoisier-licK  ... 

1  pair  of  blankets  . 

2  sheets  .... 
1  Coverlet     .    .  , 

•  • 

•  • 

0    4  5J 
0    0  7^ 
0  10  10| 
0    5  11 
ft       7  ni 

0  12  2 

•  • 

0    0  2| 

Cost  of  each  bed  to 
last  7  years     .  . 

1    8  9 

Weekly  cost  of  each 
bed  .... 

•  • 

0    0  1 

Furniture 
and  utensils 

AH  classes . 

Total  cost  to  last  16 
years  .... 

•  • 

161    4  5% 

Wear  of  up  to  29th 
September,  1841  . 

•  • 

2  10  4J 

<*2 
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The  cliarge  for  bedding-  is  placed  to  the  estahllshment,  and  on  the 
supposition''that  the  articles  of  which  it  consists  will  last  for  seven 
years.  Id.  per  week  for  wear  and  tear  is  charged  on  the  cost  price  ot 

1/.  8^.  9d.   „  u    r      1  • 

The  separate  accounts  of  each  electoral  division  will  be  found  in 
Forms  5  a  and  5  b  (pp.  218,  219)  :  on  the  former  the  only  remarks  which 
I  consider  it  necessary  to  make  on  the  present  occasion  are,  that  the 
first  rate  at  bd.  in  the  pound  is  struck  at  a  uniform  amount  ot  oounrlage 
upon  the  whole  Union.    In  making  future  rates  it  will  not  be  neces- 
sary to  observe  this  uniformity,  for  as  the  expenditure  of  each  electoral 
division  will  vary  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  relief  afR.rded  to  the 
paupers  in  each,  it  will  necessarily  follow  that  the  funds  in  the  trea- 
surer's hands  may  he  nearly  exhausted  in  the  more  pauperised  divisions, 
whilst  they  will  exhibit  a  surplus  in  favour  of  those  less  hurdened  with 
poor:  for  which  reason  in  making  the  second  rate  due  regard  must  be 
had  to  the  amount  which  shall  have  been  ascertained  to  be  chargeable 
upon  each  electoral  division  in  respect  of  its  proportion  of  the  expenses 
incurred  in  the  relief  of  persons  within  the  workhouse  during  the  pe- 
riod to  which  the  last  account  of  such  expenses    extended:  hence 
whilst  a  rate  of  .5cZ.  in  the  pound  may  be  necessary  for  one  division,  a 
poundage  of  2id.  may  be  sufficient  in  another     The  ord'^  of  '^"^ 
Commissioners  for  regulating  the  proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Guar- 
dians makes  it  imperative  upon  the  several  Boards  to  make  an  estimate 
of  the  total  expense  likely  to  be  incurred  by  each  electoral  division  in 
respect  both  of  general  and  particular  charges  for  ^'^f-^^'  oT.vT  f 
lo  be  computed  from  the  29th  day  of  September  and  the  25th  day  of 
March  in  each  year;  and  such  estimate  is  to  be  made  one  month  be- 
fore the  said  days  respectively;  and  to  this  -gulat.on  in  conjunc  i|^^^^ 
with  the  provisions  contained  in  the  62nd  section  of  the  Poor  Relief 
let,  I  beg  to  call  the  special  attention  of  your  Board.    With  respec 
fo  the  present  rate,  as  the  collectors  did  not  commence  their  duties  till 
after  the  29lh  September,  the  columns  showing  the  amount  of  rate  ta 
be  collected,  and  that  uncollected,  are  identical,  the  whole  of  the  rate 
bein"  in  fact  uncollected.    This  observation  will  apply  to,  and  accoun 
fo    rh  absence  of  any  entries  as  receipts  on  account  of  each  elec  oral 
division  in  Form  5  b.    On  the  expenditure  side  of  the  Fo,  n  the  en- 
t  ies  w"ich  appear  are  ranged  under  the  separate  heads  of  "  Mainte- 
tries  whicn  app  "Proportion  of  Establishment  Charges,"  and 
"  E  ect  1    Law  othe^  Expenses."     Maintenance  includes  the 
exD  use  incurred  in  the  maintenance  and  clothing  of  paupers  charge- 
able to  each  Electoral  division,  which  is  ascertained  through  the  means 
of  the  "  Provision  Check  Account,"  and  the  "  Weekly  Relief  List  and 

^  These  Accounts  show  the  number  of  days  any  pauper  remains  in  the 
ihnn.P  ^nd  conseciuently  the  whole  number  of  days  during  which 
Te  thr^um^  chargeable  to  any  electoral  division  re- 

the  whoie  nu  I     1  „i,t,uned  for  the  paupers  chargeable 

upon   he  u\.ro   r    arge"\he  aggregate  expense  of  all  the  paupers- 
then  divided  according  to  the  [-P-^-e  number  of  days  asc^^^^^ 
Sued  as  stated  above,  each  electoral  ^^--on  is  fairly  cl.a-^ 

i,-„.o     Tbf  nnpration  of  these  accounts  will  be  Uilly  expiau  eu 
l7::£rZe  jForTE       ^^O,  m),  .he,      .dal  of  .he  cohecuve 
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number  of  days  is  shown  to  be  5501,  and  the  total  amount  of  the  cost 
for  maintenance  and  clothinjj  86/.  I65.  l\d. 

Form  F  (pp.  220,  221)  exhibits  a  fcummary  of  the  establishment 
charges,  in  which  are  included  salaries  of  officers,  election  expenses, 
furniture,  bedding,  expenses  of  valualion,  and  all  other  articles  of  a 
more  permanent  nature  than  food  or  clothinji-  which  are  requisite  for 
the  establishment.  The  total  amount  of  these  charges  is  shown  to  be 
850Z.  \ds.  Sd.  The  election  expenses  include  in  the  sum  of  88/.  3s.  l\d. 
the  general  expenses  for  three  elections.  The  cost  for  clothing  and 
furniture  amount  to  428/.  17s.  6^d.  There  are  also  other  items  whiclji 
are  a  heavy  charge  on  the  Union  for  the  first  half-year;  but  they  will 
either  never  recur  again,  or  will  be  so  reduced  in  amount  as  materially 
to  lessen  this  branch  of  the  expenditure  in  future.  The  aggregate  of 
these  charges  is  defrayed  by  the  collective  electoral  divisions  of  the 
Union  (without  respect  to  the  number  of  paupers)  in  proportion  to  the 
net  annual  value  of  the  rateable  property  in  each,  and  the  amount 
with  which  each  is  chargeable  is  shown  in  the  Table. 

A  statement  of  the  quantity  and  price  of  provisions  and  necessaries 
received,  consumed,  and  remaining  oil  hand  up  to  and  on  the  29th  of 
September,  1841,  with  the  contract  prices  of  the  several  articles,  is 
shown  in  Table  G  (page  222).  The  contracts  have  in  all  cases,  as  far 
as  has  come  under  my  own  observation,  or  from  the  information  I  have 
been  able  to  obtain,  been  made  in  strict  accordance  with  the  regulations 
of  the  Commissioners,  the  lowest  tender  having  been  invariably  ac- 
cepted when  some  reason  to  the  contrary  has  not  existed,  and  the 
articles  supplied  appear  to  be  of  excellent  quality  :  the  total  cost  is 
55/.  15s.  Id. ;  total  consumed,  77/.  16s.  6hd. ;  value  of  stock  remaining 
on  hand,  71. 19s.  O^d. 

The  supplies  of  clothing  appear  in  the  clothing  account,  Table  H. 
(page  223)  ;  the  total  cost  appears  to  be  190/.  15s. ;  deduction  for  wear 
and  tear  9/.  Os.  Irf.  ;  balance  value  of  stock  on  hand,  181/.  14s.  lid 
Having  frequently  inspected  the  store?,  I  am  enabled  to  speak  favour- 
ably of  the  general  quality  of  the  clothing  ;  and  through  the  vigilance 
of  the  Clothing  Committee,  the  contractors  have  been  compelled  to 
fulfil  the  terms  of  their  agreement  with  your  Board.  On  examinino- 
the  accounts,  it  came  to  my  knowledge  that  some  attempts  had  been 
niade  by  the  paupers,  when  leaving  the  workhouse,  to  embezzle  por- 
tions of  the  Union  property;  and  on  one  occasion  a  sheet  was  stolen, 
which  was  afterwards  recovered  through  the  vigilance  of  Mr.  Hall,  the 
clerk.  Facilities  are  chiefly  offered  \o  the  female  paupers  to  inake 
these  depredations,  and  it  will  be  worthy  of  consideration  whether  it 
will  not  be  expedient,  in  future,  to  direct  the  matron  to  be  present  when 
the  female  paupers — leaving  the  house  after  having  given  the  required  no- 
tice—are changing  their  apparel  preparatory  to  taking  their  departure. 

Finally,  I  have  to  present  a  balance-sheet  of  the  general  accounts  of 
the  Union,  Form  I.  (pp.  224,  225),  embracinir  the  period  from  the 
Jormation  of  the  Union  to  the  29th  of  September  last. 

I  have  the  honour,  &c. 

W.  H.  T.  HAwr.EY, 
Assistant  Commissioner  and  Aicdilor. 

To  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the 
Rathkeale  Union. 
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Form  5  a.— Half- Yearly  Abstract  of  the  Separate  Accoiuib  of  each  Electoral 


Names  of  Electoral 
Divisions. 


Kilfeigus  . 
Kilmoylan 
Loui;hill  . 
Shiinagolden 
Dunmoylad 
Lismakerry 
Askealon  . 
Iveruss  . 
Kilronaii  . 
Ardcanny  . 
Kililimn  . 
A  dare.  North 
A  dare,  Soutii 
Kill'enny  . 
Cioora  . 
Hathkeale 
Croagh  . 
Nantenau 
ICilscannell 


Amount  of  previous 
Rate  Uncollected 
at  CommPDcement 
of  Half-Year. 


£.      S.  d. 


Date  of  Rate  for 
the  Current  Half- 
Year  at  5d.  in  the 
Pound. 


16th  August,  1841 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Diito 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
iDitto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 


Net  Annual  Value 
of  all 
Property  Rated, 


£. 
7,567 
2.6-18 
6,618 
9,039 
5,l»6 
6,917 
9,235 
2,738 
8,390 
4,959 
6.957 
4.770 
9.209 
3  477 
15,6.!6 
15.922 
9,456 
5,178 
7,424 


d. 
0 
0 
0 
0 


0  0 

0  0 

15  0 

15  0 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 


16  0 
10  0 


141,920     7  0 


Amount  of  Rate 
thereon. 


£. 


s. 


157  12  11 
55     3  " 

137  17 

200  16 

108 

144 

192 
57 


7t 
6 
3 

0  10 


1 

u 


174  15  11 

103  6  3 

144  18  9 

99  7  6 

191  17  1 

72  8  9 

325  10  m 

331  14  3i 

197  0  0 

107  17  10 

154  18 


6* 


2.956   13  b\ 


Form 


Names  of  Electoral 
Divisions. 


Kilferfjus  . 

Kilmnylim 

Louiihill  . 

Shiiniiiiolden 

Dnnmoylan 

I.iskniakenry 

Askealon  . 

Ivcniss 

Kilciirnan 

Ardc.inny  . 

Kiiilimo 

A  dan-.  North 

Adnre,  South 

Killeiiny  . 

Crdcira  . 

Baihkealc . 

(Jioauh 

Nantenan  . 

Kilscanuell 


Receipts  on  Account  of  each  Electoral  Division. 


lance  in 
easuii'r's 
liands 
om  last 
all- Year. 


i.  d. 


Amount  of 
Poor's  Rate 
Collected. 


s.  d. 


a 
o 

<-i 

"3 

fx 


o  - 


£.  s.  d. 


a 
•o  o 

S  !i  S 

o  5. 


-a  J 


£.  s.  d. 


Other 
Receipts 
Of  any). 


£.  t.  d. 


Total. 


£.  ».  d. 


■a  g 
V  - 


£.  s.  d. 


A  tine  Slntrmcnt  (,f  Rocmpts  nnd  Payments  on  account  of  the  several  Electoral  Divisions  of  the 
Ruthkeule  Union,  n,ado  this  2911.  day  of  Sei-tem^bej.  184^1.^^  ^^^^^         Board  O^iardian,. 
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Division  for  the  Half- Year  ended  29th  Sfeptember,  1841, 


Net  ADnual  Vahie 
of  Property  in 
respect  of  which 
V  ompositions  have 
l)eeu  niJide  uuder 
Section  72  of  Irish 
Poor  Relief  Act. 

Rebate  at  —  per 

Cent, 
allowed  thereon. 

Amount  of 
Rate 
to  be  Collected. 

Amount  Collected. 

Amount 
remaining  Un- 
collected. 

£*     S,  d. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

£.     s.  d. 

£. 

d. 

157 

12 

11 

157 

12 

11 

55 

3 

/* 

00 

137 

17 

6 

137 

17 

6 

200 

16 

3 

2U0 

16 

3 

108 

0 

10 

108 

0 

10 

144 

2 

1 

144 

2 

1 

- 

192 

8 

2* 

192 

8 

2f 

57 

1 

If 

57 

1 

If 

174 

15 

11 

•  • 

174 

15 

11 

103 

6 

3 

103 

6 

3 

144 

18 

9 

144 

18 

9 

99 

7 

6 

99 

7 

6 

191 

17 

1 

191 

17 

1 

72 

8 

9 

72 

8 

9 

325 

10 

Hi 

325 

10 

Hi 

331 

14 

31 

331 

14 

3f 

197 

0 

0 

197 

0 

0 

107 

17 

10 

107 

17 

10 

154 

13 

64 

154 

13 

6i 

2,9S6 

13 

54 

2,956 

13 

54 

b. 


Expenditure  on  Account  ofeuch  Electoral  Division. 


Maintenance 
of 
aupers. 

Proportion  of 
Esiablish- 
ment 
Charges, 

Amount 
Expendeil 
on  Emi- 
gration. 

Amount  of 
Emiijration 
Loan  rejjaKl, 
and  interest 
tliereon. 

Election, 
Lav»',  and 

oilier 
Expenses, 

Total, 

In  favour 
of  Electurul 
Divisions. 

Ajiainst 
Eledoral 
Divisions. 

£.  Jt. 

d 

£. 

s. 

f?. 

£.  s.  d. 

£.   s.  d. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

£ 

.  s. 

d. 

£.   s.  d. 

£. 

K.  d. 

3  15 

9* 

45 

7 

2 

0 

7 

3 

49 

10 

24 

49 

10  1:4 

1  8 

2i 

15 

17 

6i 

0 

3 

6 

17 

9 

3 

17 

9  3 

39 

13 

4i 

39 

13 

4i 

39 

13  44 

1'  4 

'  3 

57 

15 

6i 

5' 

4 

'  1 

64 

3 

lOi 

64 

3  1114 

9  16 

6 

31 

1 

H 

40 

18 

2 

40 

18  24 

4  10 

3 

41 

9 

2i 

1' 

17 

■  34 

16 

9 

47 

16  9 

6  7 

6 

55 

7 

2i 

5 

11 

8 

6/ 

6 

4i 

67 

6  44 

16 

8 

34 

0 

9 

4 

16 

17 

74 

16 

17  74 

1'  0 

'  41 

50 

5 

9i 

1 

2 

4 

52 

8 

64 

52 

8  Gi 

4  17 

lOi 

29 

14 

5i 

4 

5 

2 

38 

17 

54 

38 

17  54 

1  0 

3i 

41 

14 

0 

4 

5 

H 

47 

0 

1 

-.7 

0  1 

1  19 

2 

28 

U 

104 

0 

8 

6 

,30 

19 

64 

30 

19  6i 

0  19 

4i 

55 

4 

0 

56 

3 

44 

5t) 

3  44 

1  0 

Hi 

20 

16 

9i 

21 

17 

9 

21 

17  9 

2  13 

1 

93 

13 

4i 

96 

6 

54 

96 

6  54 

32  3 

94 

95 

8 

11 

9* 

18 

'  G 

137 

11 

24 

137 

11  .  24 

2  7 

Oi 

5-> 

13 

6 

7 

11 

65 

8 

7 

65 

8  7 

2  9 

Oi 

31 

0 

lOi 

0 

12 

H 

34 

2 

14 

34 

2  14 

44 

9 

11 

0 

8 

9 

44 

18 

8 

44 

18  8 

77  13 

6 

850 

13 

8 

41 

2 

4 

969 

9 

6 

969 

9  6 

Balance  at  close  of 
Half- Year. 


I  hereby  certify  tliat  HTh  Slatenieut  of  Receipts  and  Payments  of  the  several  Electoral  Divisions  in 
the  Uathkeulc  Uoiun  is  correct.    Dated  19lh  diiy  uf  November,  1841. 

\V.  H.  T.  IIawi.ey,  Auditor. 
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Mr.  Hawley's  Report  on  Audit 


[8th  Rep. 


Form  E. — Summary  of  the  Amount  chargeable  to  the  respective  Electoral  Divisions,  and 

Rathkeale  Workhouse,  and  for  the  Maintenance  of 


Electoral  Divisions. 


Kilfergus 
Kiluioylan 
Lou^liill. 
Shauagolden 
Dunmoylan 
Lismakeiry 
Askeaton 
Iveruss  . 
Kilcornan  ' 
Ardcanny 
KiUlimo  . 
Art  arc.  North 
Ailaie,  South 
Kil  fenny 
Cioom  . 
Rathkeale 
CioaKh  . 
Nantenan 
Rilscaunel 
Union  at  large- 


I — Paupers 


Maintenance  of  Paupers  distinguished 


Wine 
to 

Paupers 
in  House. 


Collective 
Days. 


0  11  ei 


0  13 


0   0  64 


Paupers  on  InGrm 
Diet. 


Total— Paupers 

Uuion  at  large— Officers  . 

Total  Paupers  and  Officers 


0  13  0 


0  13  9 


105 
39 

5 
53 
31 
61 

14 
7 
19 
53 
12 
8 
5 
102 
73 


22 


Paupers  on  Ordinary 
Diet. 


Amount. 


£.  s.  d. 
1  12  2i 
0  11  Hi 

0  i"  61 

0  16  3i 

0  9  ei 

0  18  8i 

0  4'  3i 

0  2  If 

0  5  10 

0  16  3i 

0  3  8J- 

0  2  5i 

0  16* 

1  11  3* 
1   2  4i 


0   6  9 


609 


609 


Collective 
Days. 


Amount. 


9    6  11 


9   6  11 


123 
6 

'77 

609 
271 
360 

'52 

329 
45 
65 
51 
62 

IV 
2,085 
66 
170 

igi 


4,739 
153 


4,892 


£.   s.  d. 

16  2 

0    1  3i 

0  16*  4i 

6   9  7 

2  17  8 

3  16  7 

0  li'  Oi 

3  10  0 

0   9  6i 

0  13  10 

0  10  lOi 

0  13  2 

1  17  7i 
22   3  8i 

0  14  Oi 

1  16  2 


2   0  75 


50  8  3i 
5  12  2i 


56   0  6i 


Total  Amount  of 
Provisions. 


Collective 
Days. 


228 
45. 

*82 

662 
302 
421 

66 
336 

64 
118 

63 

70 
182 
!,187 
139 
170 

213 


5,348 
153 


5,501 


Amount. 


£.   s.  d. 

2  18  4* 
1   4  9i 

0  17'll 
7   5  lOi 

3  7  2i 

4  15  3i 


0  15 
3  12 

0  15 

1  10 
0  14 

0  15 

1  19 
23  16 

1  16 
1  16 


2  7  Hi 


60  8  11* 
5  12  2i 


66   1  2i 


*  See  note  at  foot 


Form  F. —  Summary  of  Charges  against  Electoral  Divisions  and 


Electoral  Divisona. 


Kilfergus 
Kilmoylan 
Loughill 
SliaiiaKoldon 
Dunmoylan 
Lismakeery 
Askeaton 
Iveruss 
Kilcornan 
Ardcanny 
Kildimo 
Adare,  North 
A  dare.  Soulh 
Kill'enny 
Croom  . 
Uallikeule 
Croiigh 
Nanlonan 
Kilscauuel 


Total 


Charge  against  Electoral 


Election  1 
Expenses. 

Clothing  and 
Maintenance  of 
Paupers. 

Funerals  of 
Paupers. 

£.    s.  d. 

s.  d. 

£.    s.  d. 

0   7  3 

3  15  9t 

0   3  6 

1    8  2i 

6  4'  1 

1  i'  3 

9  16  6 

1   8*  2 

4  10  3 

0  '9  li 

5  118 

6   7  6 

0   9  4 

12  4 

1  '0  43 

4   5  2 

4  17  lOi 

0  *7  Si 

3  18  1 

1   0  3i 

0   8  6 

■  1  19  2 

•  • 

0  19  4i1 

1   0  lit 

2  13  1 

9  is  6 

32  3  9* 

•6   7  11 

2   7  Oi 

0  12  3 

2  9  Oi 

0   8  9 

40   5  6 

77  13  6 

0  16  10 

\  D,  No.  2.]    of  Accounts  of  Bathkeale  Union, 
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the  Union  at  large,  for  the  Maintenance  and  Clothing  of  the  Paupers  in  the 
e  Officers  thereof,  up  to  the  29th  ot  September,  lb4i.  


I'v  ilifferent  Heads* 

Clothing 

to  Paupers. 

Total  Amount  for 

!cessaries  to  Paupers. 

Total  for  Provisions  and 
1  Necessaries. 

Maintenance  and 
ClotUing. 

leclive 
ays. 

Amount. 

Collective 
Days. 

Amount. 

Collective 
Days. 

Amount. 

Collective 
Days. 

Amount. 

45 

£.  $.  d. 
0   9  9 
0   1  11 

228 
45 

£.  s.  d. 
3   8  14 
1   6  8i 

228 
45 

£.  s.  d. 

078 
0    1  64 

228 
45 

£.  s.  d. 
3  15  94 
1    8  24 

•  • 

662 
302 
421 

0  3  7 
18  4 
0  12  lot 
0  18  Oi 

'82 

662 
302 
421 

1  'i  6 

8  14  24 

4  0  1 

5  13  34 

'82 

662 
302 
421 

0  '2  9 

1  2  0 

U   iU  /i 

0  14  24 

'82 

662 
302 

1  '4  3 

4  10  3 
7 

'66 

336 
64 
118 
63 
70 
182 
187 
139 
170 

0  "2  9i 
0  14  4.4 
0   2  8i 
0   5  Oi 
0    2  8i 
0   2  114 
0  7  9i 
4  13  64 
0   5  11 
0   7  3i 

*66 

336 
64 

118 
63 
70 

182 
2,187 

139 

170 

0  18  2 
4  6  64 

0  18  U 

1  15  2 
0  17  24 
0  13  7 

2  6  114 
28  10  24 

2  2  44 
2   3  54 

'66 

336 
64 

118 
uo 

70 

182 
2,187 
139 
170 

0  '2  24 

0  11  4 

ft     0  9 

0   4  0 
0   2  14 
0   2  44 
0   6  14 
3  13  7 
0  4  8 
0   5  7 

'66" 

336 
64 

118 
63 
70 

182 
2,187 

139 

170 

1  '6  44 

4  17  104 
1  0  34 

1  19  2 

0  19  44 

1  0  114 

2  13  1 
32   3  84 

2   7  04 
2  9  04 

2i3 

0  '9  li 

213 

2  if  1 

213 

0  "7  34 

213 

3  '4  54 

,348 
153 

11   8  9i 
0   6  64 

5,348 
153 

7]  17  94 
5  18  94 

5,348 

9   0  1 

5,348 
153 

80  17  104 
5  18  94 

.501 

11  15  4i 

5,501 

n  16  6i 

9   0  1 

5,501 

86  16  74 

Form  D  1. 


■ainst  Establishments,  under  separate  Heads. 


Portion  of 

;ablisliment 

Charfjes. 


£. 

45 


*.  d. 

.72 

15  17  64 
39  13  44 
57  15  64 
31  1  84 
41  9  24 
55  7  24 

16  8  34 
50   5  94 
29  14  54 
41  14  0 
28  11  104 

55  4  0 
20  16  94 
93  13  44 
95  8  11 

56  13  74 
31  0  104 
44  9  11 


Total. 


850  13  8 


£.  s.  d. 
49  10  24 
17   9  3 

39  13  44 

64  3  104 

40  18  24 
47  16 
67  6 
16  17  74 
52  8  64 
38  17  54 
47  0  1 
30  19  64 
X  3  44 
21  17 
96  6 

137  11 

65  8 
34  2 
44  18 


9 

4t 


Establishment  Charges. 


Heads  of  Expense. 


969   9  6 


Election  expenses,  general  3, 1839,  1840, 1341 
Bedding,  blankets 
Kuiuituie  and  uteusils 
Advertisements,  general  • 
Salaries  of  officers 

Printing  for  general  purposes,  and  book 
Medicines  ..... 
Medicid  and  surgical  instruments,  S:c. 
Expenses  on  account  of  valuation 
Fires,  &c.,  in  Court-house  . 
Petty  expenses — postage     .  . 

, ,  premium  of  insurance 

, .  sundries 
Interest  op  loan  from  treasurer  . 
County  cess  on  workhouse  site 
Allowance  to  master  going  to  Dublin 
Maintenance  of  paupers  chargeable  to 
Funeral  expenses  of  paupers  chargeable  to 

Total    .       .  • 


Amount. 


£.  s.  d. 
88    3  11 
267  13  04 
161   4  54 
54  16  0 
90   0  0 
52   6  10 
25  12  51 
18    3  8 
22   6  11 

6  0  0 
11  1 

7  11 
14  7 
10  6 

1  5 
10  0 
9  3 


9 
3 
3 
8 
5 
0 
14 

0  10  104 


850  13  8 
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Made-up  Clothing. 


Article. 

Quan- 
my. 

Price. 

Men's  frieze  jackets  . 

35 
1 

s.  d. 

7  0 
7  8 

Men's  cord  trousers  . 
J  > 

3  J 

35 
oo 
1 

4  5i 
4  6 

Men's  shoes  .  • 

5  J 
}  > 

100 
1 

1 
L 

4  10^ 

5  2 

1  o 

Men's  shirts  .  • 

J  3 

3  > 

75 
75 
1 

2  3^ 

1  'HI 

1  9* 

2  4 

Men's  socks  .    •  • 

3  3 

100 
1 

0  9 
0  10 

Men's  caps    .  • 

3  3 

50 
1 

1  ^ 
0  4 

Men's  suspenders  . 

75 

0  4 

Women's  wrappers  • 

3  3 

100 
1 

1  8 
1  10 

Women's  petticoats 

3  3 
3  3 
3  3 

/in 
35 
1 
1 

0  U 

2  6 

1  9 

2  6 

Women  s  shuts  . 

3  3 

1 

1  1  n  1 

1  lUA 

1  11 

Women's  shoes  . 

3  3 

210 
1 

.1  9 
3  10 

Women's  stockings  . 

3  3 

150 
1 

0  lli 

1  2i 

Women's  caps  . 

3  J 

150 
1 

0  2J 
0  3 

Women's  aprons 

50 

0  n 

Boys'  suits — jackets 
and  trousern    .  . 

35 

6  8 

Boys'  shirts  •  . 

3  3 

25 
25 

1  Hi 

1  1 

Canied  forward  . 

•  • 

t  • 

Amount. 


£.  s.  d. 
12    5  0 
0    7  8 


7  16  Oi 
6  15  7^ 
0    4  6 


24  9  7 
0  5  2 
0    1  8 


8  11  lOA 
6  14  4^ 
0    2  4 


3  15  0 
0    0  10 


2  16  3 
0    0  4 


1    5  0 


Total 
Amount. 


Observations. 


8  6  8 
0    1  10 


6  0  0 

4  7  6 

0  1  9 

0  2  5 


4  13  9 
0    1  11 


39  7  6 
0    3  10 


7    3  9 
0    1  21 


1  14  4^ 
0    0  3 


1  11  3 


1]  13  4 


2  8  Hi 
1    7  1 


£.  d, 

12  12  8 

14  16  2 

24  16  5 

15  8  7 

3  15  10 

2  16  7 

I  5  0 

8    8  6 

10  11  8 

4  15  8 
39  11  4 

7     4  11: 

1  14  7] 
1  11  3 

II  13  4 

3  16  O.i 
164  IS  T\ 


Specimens  from  Dublin. 
Specimens  from  Dublin. 


Specimens  from  Dublin. 
Ditto. 


Specimens  from  Dublin. 
Specimens  from  Dublin. 
Specimens  from  Dublin. 

Specimens  from  Dublin. 


Specimens  from  Dublin. 
Ditto. 


Specimens  from  Dublin. 

Specimens  from  Dublin. 
Specimens  from  Dublin. 
Specimens  from  Dublin. 
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Table  U.~conlinued. 


Maue-up  Clothing. 


Article. 

Quan- 
tity. 

Price. 

Amount. 

Total 
Amount. 

Observations. 

Brought  forward  . 

s. 

d. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

£. 

d. 

. 

164 

18 

Boys"  caps    .    .  . 

0 

0 

17 

84 

0 

17 

84 

Girls'  frocks  . 

2 

8 

3 

5 

g 

3  > 

2'; 

2 

3 

2 

16 

3 

J  3 

25 

u 

1 

1/ 

0 

Girls'  petticoats  .  . 

25 

2 

3 

2 

16 

3 

8 

0 

5 

5  > 

25 

2 

0 

2 

10 

0 

S  3 

25 

1 

6 

I 

17 

6 

Girls'  shifts  ,    .  . 

7 

3 

9 

25 

1 

7 

1 

19 

7 

3  > 

25 

1 

6 

1 

17 

6 

J  3 

25 

1 

24 

1 

10 

2i 

3  • 

25 

1 

0 

1 

5 

0 

6 

12 

34 

187 

12 

Clothing  Materials. 


Worsted  .... 

6 

2 

8 

0  16 

0 

For  stockings. 

0 

16 

0 

Linsey-woolsey  . 
Dowlas  .... 

84 
10 

1 

0 

I 

44 

0  9 
0  3 

9 

For  enlarging  clothing. 
Ditto. 

0 

12 

114 

Calico  .... 

'  194 

• 

0  8 

7 

For  infants'  dresses. 

Flannel  .... 

124 

0  12 

5 

Ditto. 

Cotton  (printed). 

7 

0* 

"s 

0  4 

8 

Ditto. 

Linen  .... 

34 

0 

0  1 

7i 

Ditto. 

0  1 

^ 

Ditto. 

Thread  .... 

o' 

'n 

0  2 

6 

Ditto. 

Buttons  and  studs  . 

•  • 

0  1 

7 

Ditto. 

0  0 

8 

Ditto. 

1 

13 

3 

Total  . 

•  • 

190 

15 

0 

Cost  of  wear  and  tear 

from  26th  .luly  to 

29th  September  . 

•  • 

• 

•  • 

9 

0 

1 

Balance,value  of  stock 

on  hand,  29ih  Sep- 

tember, 1841   .  . 

•  • 

• 

• 

■  • 

181 

14 

11 

Table  I. — Balance  Sheet. 


Uatiikkale  Union. 
To  Amount  duo  to  Coutractors  per 
To  Amount  due  to  Treasurer  per  Ac- 

Dr. 
£.    s.  d. 

951  10  lU 

207  12  G 

Contra. 

By  Amount  due  of  Elecloriil  Divisiont 
Hy  Value  of  Clothing  on  hand     .  . 
Hv  ditto  I'rovisious  ...... 

Hy  ditto  ISccesstiries  ...        .  . 

Cr. 

£.    s.  d. 
969  9  6 
181  14  11 
4  14  2t 
3   4  lot 

1,159   3  51 

1,159    3  5t 
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Or  thus : — 


Rathkkale  Union. 

To  Amount  of  Invoice  Ac- 
count jier  Ledger 
To  ditto  due  to  Treasurer  , 


Dr. 

£.    s.  d. 

!151  10  IH 
207  J2  6 


1,159   3  5i 


Contra. 

Bv  Amountof  Bcddinu  and  Clotliing, 
'Funiiiuve  and  Utensils.  Piovisions, 
Necessaries,  Medicines,  Instru- 
ments, S:c.,  expended,  estimated  . 

By  Viilue  of  dilio  dilto  on  hand  .  . 

By  Amount  of  Election  expenses  ex- 
pended  •  • 

By  Amount  of  Advertisements  ditto 

By  ditto  of  Salaries  ditto  .     .     .  • 

Hy  ditto  of  Valuation  ditto    .    •  . 

By  Interest  on  Tre;isuier's  I-oan 

By  Postase,  lU.  Is-  9d.— Petty  ex- 
penses, U/.  7s.  3il.  ..... 

By  Master's  expense  in  Dublin    .  . 

By  Fires  in  Court  House. 

By  Sundries,  Cess,  il.  5s.  Sd.,  Fune- 
rals, II.  7s.  Bid  


Cr. 
s.  d. 


115  11  0 

693  11  4 

123   9  5 

54  16  0 

90    0  0 

22  6  11 

10    6  5 

25   9  0 

10   0  0 

6   0  0 

2  13  li 


1,159   3  5i 


YII. — Report  on  the  Audit  of  the  Accounts  of  the  Rathkeali! 
Union,  for  the  Half-year  ended  at  Lady-day,  1842.— By  Edward 
Senior,  Esq.,  Assistant  Commissioner  and  Auditor. 

Gentlemen, 

I  DESiriE  to  inform  you  that  I  have  completed  the  audit  of  the 
accounts  of  the  Rathkeale  Union  for  the  half-year  ended  Lady-day 
last. 

My  predecessor,  Mr.  Hawley,  has,  in  his  late  Report  to  your  Board, 
so  fully  explained  the  nature  of  the  Union  accounts,  that  I  have  but 
little  to  draw  your  attention  to  on  the  present  occasion. 

The  clear  and  accurate  state  of  the  Union  accounts  is  most  satis- 
factory. Mr.  Hall,  your  clerk,  has  moreover  prepared  several  addi- 
tional abstracts  of  the  Union  accounts,  analyzing  all  the  heads  of  ex- 
penditnre — a  work  of  great  labour,  and  which  proves  his  skill  as  an 
accountant.  To  these  Tables  I  shall  have  occasion  to  refer  in  the 
course  of  my  remarks. 

I  regret  to  observe  that  the  Guardians  have  not  attended  to  the 
suggestion  contained  in  Mr.  Hawley's  report,  as  to  making  a  second 
rate,  although  they  were  informed  that  such  a  course  was  imperative 
on  them :  the  result  must  be  that  the  Union  will  again  become  in- 
volved ;  and  no  charge  for  interest  in  the  treasurer's  accounts  being 
legal,  the  most  serious  pecuniary  embarrassment  must  be  the  result. 

The  only  item  in  the  accounts  of  doubtful  legality  was  the  charge  for 
interest  on  tradesmen's  bills,  amounting  to  34/.  7^.  Ohd.  Circumstances 
appear  to  have  retarded  the  making  of  the  first  rate,  and  I  have  con- 
sidered this  as  a  case  of  emergency.  It  is  but  right  that  I  should 
mention  that  it  will  be  the  duty  of  the  auditor  to  disallow  any  similar 
payments  in  future,  should  they  occur.  Nor  was  this  charge  the  only 
evil  resulting  to  the  Union  from  the  delay  ;  many  of  the  contractors 
who  were  without  capital  were  forced  to  sell  their  claims  on  the  Union 
at  a  heavy  loss.  These  parlies  will,  of  course,  should  they  again  tender 
to  supply  goods  for  the  Union,  take  care  to  include  in  their  estimate 
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the  probable  loss  from  having;  to  give  long  credit,  or  this  circum- 
stance may  discourage  competition  altogether  on  the  part  of  the  more 
needy. 

The  whole  amount  of  bills  in  which  u  transfer  had  taken  place  under 
these  circumstances  exceeded  100/f.,  as  proved  by  the  duplicate  signa- 
tures attached  to  the  receipt. 

The  books  ordered  to  be  kept  by  the  master  appeared  correct,  with 
the  exception  of  the  clothing  accounts,  which  were  not  balanced  weekly, 
and  in  which  all  the  clothing  furnished  to  paupers  was  not  entered  in 
the  appropriation  book. 

The  8th  section  of  the  order  for  the  keeping  of  the  accounts  has  been 
departed  from,  so  far  as  relates  to  potatoes  having  been  purchased  by 
the  clerk,  instead  of  by  contract.  It  has  been  stated  to  me  that  this 
arose  froni  the  Guardians  not  having  been  able  to  obtain  what  they 
considered  a  favourable  contract.  No  steps  have,  however,  lately  been 
taken  for  that  purpose,  and  this  irregular  proceeding  is  still  jjoing  on. 

The  quantity  of  articles  of  clothing  purchased  in  a  similar  manner 
is  also  considerable. 

This  practice  destroys  the  check  of  the  Union  accounts,  besides  im- 
posing on  your  clerk  additional  duties  of  an  unpleasant  nature  ;  and  his 
high  respectability  does  not  lessen  the  objection  to  the  vicious  principle 
involved,  which  all  public  institutions  both  in  this  country  and  in 
England  have  long  discontinued. 

The  collectors  produced  their  accounts  before  me. 

No.  1. — The  accounts  of  this  division  were  generally  correct.  No 
part  of  the  rate  amounting  to  49Z.  16s.  Sd.  had  been  collected  for  the 
townland  of  Glensharrold,  in  consequence  of  a  doubt  entertained  by 
the  occupiers  as  to  whether  the  townland  in  question  did  not  form  part 
of  the  Newcastle  Union.  The  collector  had  obtained  decrees  against 
several  parties,  which  he  had  not  enforced :  he  should  be  required  to 
do  so  immediately,  and  to  finish  his  collection. 

No.  2. — In  this  district  the  receipts  were  not  numbered  in  the  rate 
receipt  check-book :  this  is  of  great  importance,  for  as  every  occupier 
demands  a  receipt  on  payment  of  his  rate,  in  order  to  deduct  the 
poundage  from  the  rent  payable  to  his  landlord,  and  as  the  numbers 
of  these  receipts  should  be  entered  in  the  collecting-book  opposite  the 
name  of  the  several  ratepayers,  it  is  almost  impossible  for  the  collector 
to  omit  entering  and  accounting  for  all  the  money  he  has  received, 
which,  without  this  check,  it  might  be  difficult  to  ascertain  that  he  has 
regularly  done. 

No.  3. — This  collector  appeared,  b>it  produced  no  weekly  account- 
book,  which  he  stated  was  the  result  of  an  accident  which  had  disabled 
him. 

In  part  of  Lower  Dallas  townland  no  rate  had  been  collected,  the 
collector  having  stated  that  the  occupiers  had  paid  to  the  Newcastle 
Union. 

No.  4. — The  collecting-books  were  not  correctly  kept,  the  columns 
headed  "Number  of  receipt  given"  not  being  Riled  up,  and  the  rate 
receipt  check-books  are  not  numbered,  which  makes  it  almost  impos- 
sible to  compare  the  coHectiori  an'd'rpceipfs.  In  other  respects  the  col- 
lection is  satisfactory. 

The  visitoprf'-book.'.shows  that  the  .;Jioupe' has,;  not  been  regularly 
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visited  by  the  visiting  committee  (a  duty  essential  to  the  well  manage- 
ment of  the  house) ;  and  to  this  omission  I  am  disposed  to  attribute 
the  circumstance  of  the  employment  of  the  able-bodied  not  having  been 
sufficiently  enforced. 

The  attention  of  the  Guardians  has  evidently  been  closely  directed 
to  financial  matters  of  detail,  and  the  vigilant  examination  of  all  charges 
against  the  Union. 

The  number  of  paupers  (Form  4)  admitted  during  the  half-year  was 
385,  and  the  number  discharged,  including  deaths,  156;  number  re- 
maining, 316.    The  numbers  in  the  previous  half-year  having  been— 

Admitted  .  .  .  .147 
Discharged  or  died  ...  64 

83  remaining. 

The  large  proportion  of  inmates  who  have  voluntarily  left  the  work- 
house shows  that  there  are  no  grounds  for  the  apprehension  that  the 
workhouse  is  becoming  so  attractive  as  to  disincline  its  inmates  to  quit 
it  in  search  of  employment. 

I  have  directed  the  clerk  to  make  out  (Table  A  1)  an  analysis  of  the 
able-bodied  in  the  workhouse  on  the  25th  of  March.  The  number  of 
able-bodied  (53)  does  not  bear  an  unusually  large  proportion  to  the 
total  number  of  inmates  (316). 

The  number  of  women  deserted  by  their  husbands  (nine  women,  and 
twenty-five  children  dependent  on  them)  is  considerable.  The  Guai'- 
dians  should  grant  relief  to  this  class  with  great  jealousy.  If  persons 
burthened  with  large  families  find  out  that,  on  their  leaving  their  wives 
and  children  behind  them,  in  search  of  work,  or  embarking  for  America, 
comfortable  provision  will  be  made  for  them  in  the  workhouse  till  it 
suits  the  husbands  to  send  for  their  families,  the  workhouse  must  ope- 
rate as  a  direct  inducement  to  desertion,  and  lead  to  a  collusion  be- 
tween husband  and  wife. 

Four  mothers  of  bastard  children  were  also  inmates,  to  which  the 
same  general  principle  applies, — that,  by  granting  relief  to  persons  who 
have  become  destitute  by  their  own  voluntary  act,  the  number  of  such 
cases  is  likely  to  be  much  increased,  as  well  as  tlie  amount  of  desti- 
tutiDU  so  created,  from  the  security  which  is  felt  that,  on  loss  of  cha- 
racter, tliere  is  the  wurkliouse  to  fall  back  on,  which  was  intended  as 
the  asylum  for  the  af>ed  and  infirm,  the  cripple  and  the  <)rphan,  not  for 
the  depraved  and  profligate;  to  those,  in  fact,  wliose  destitution  was 
the  result  of  unforeseen  circumstances,  or  which  could  not  have  been 
guarded  against. 

The  great  objection  to  a  legal  provision  for  tlie  poor  is  its  tendency 
to  act  as  a  premium  to  improvidence  and  immorality,  by  removing  the 
dread  of  want  and  suffering  which  Providence  has  placed  as  a  clieck. 
The  difficulty,  without  such  a  provision,  is  the  encouragement  to  va- 
grancy and  mendicancy,  from  the  sympathy  which  is  justly  felt  for  the 
destitute  suffering  under  those  misfortunes  to  which  the  |)oor  are  con- 
stantly exposed,  and  the  impossibility,  on  the  part  of  the  donor,  to  dis- 
tinguish the  idle  beggar  from  thejwffll^'  lfTs<4;essed.  The  micertainty 
of  the  relief— the  uiievenness  ()j>^f!Ti«v'py|^l^y-^tS.ix^^^  law  may, 

by  great  discriminatiory»trHhe/uff(*jlt-4t^^  both 
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Tabi.e  A  1. — A  Return  showing  the  Numher  of  Able-bodied,  and  Children  de- 
pendent on  them,  in  the  Rathkeale  Workhouse  on  the  25th  of  March,  1842. 


Number  of  able-bodied  males  . 

,  J  , ,  females 

Children  of  the  above  classes  . 


Adults. 


Total 


Analysis  of  the  above. 

Number  of  able-bodied  men,  with  their  wives  and  children,  who 

have  more  than  one  child  each  

Wives  of  the  above  ..  ."  

Children  of  the  above 

Number  of  able-bodied  men  who  have  one  child  each  with  them 
in  the  house 

Wives  of  the  above   

Children  of  the  above   •  • 

Number  of  married  men  who  have  no  child  or  children  m  the 

house   

Wives  of  the  above  

Men  in  the  house  whose  wives  are  out  

Cliil(h-en  of  the  above  

Number  of  widowers  in  the  house  

Children  of  the  above  

Sinpjle  men  

Widows  with  child  or  children  

Children  of  the  above  

Widows  without  child  or  children  

Deserted  women  in  house,  whose  husbands  are  out  .     .     .  . 

Children  of  the  above    .     .     .  _  

Single  women  with  a  child  or  children  

Children  of  the  above  

Single  women  without  child  or  children  

Total    .  . 


Children  deserted  by  father  . 
J ,  mother 
J  ^  both  parents 

Orphan  children  .... 


14 
39 


53 


3 
15 

•  • 

2 
9 


53 


Chil- 
dren. 


107 


107 


18 


2 
7 

•  • 

47 

•  • 

25 

•  • 

8 

107 


2 
11 
0  7 


these  evils ;  and  the  lej^islature  appears  to  have  had  these  considera- 
tions in  view  in  most  cautiously  omitting  a  ri-ht  of  relief  to  the  desti- 
tute, and  in  givin-  some  classes  (the  aged,  infirm,  or  disabled)  of  des- 
titute poor  a  preference  over  others,  contemplating  that  not  all  the 
destitute  are  to  be  relieved.  ,     ,   i  ,  . 

I  have  next  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  enclosed  abstracts. 

Table  A  shows  the  dietary  for  all  classes  in  the  house,  and  its  cost. 

g  1 —The  dietary  of  the  officers  of  the  establishment,  and  Us  cost 

per^wee^.^  similar  Table  of  the  quantity  and  cost  of  the  provisions  used 
by  them  during  the  half-year. 
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C. — The  cost  of  provisions,  necessaries,  and  clothing-  for  the  inmates, 
wliich  gives  the 

s,  d. 

Cost  of  the  ordinary  diet  at       .        .        .        .  14 
Infirm  diet,  including  wine  (the  cost  of  which  is 

charged  to  ihe  separate  electoral  divisions)        .       2  2^ 
Necessaries  .         .....        0  2j^ 

All  classes   (inclusive  of  sick),   provisions  and 

necessaries         ......        1  n 

Clothing  (all  classes)       .        .        ,        .        .0  3^ 

Or  an  average  weekly  cost  of  \s.  \\d.  for  the  maintenance  of  all 
classes. 

D  1.— The  weekly  quantity  of  provisions  and  necessaries  received 
and  consumed  during  the  half  year,  and  the  cost  and  amount  of  each 
article  in  the  hospital. 

D  2. — Is  a  similar  table,  and  gives  the  quantity  remaining  on  hand, 
and  the  contract  prices. 

£.    s.  d. 

The  cost  of  the  quantity  consumed  having  been    362  15  8i 
„  necessaries   .        .        .        ,      50    9  6 


Or  a  total  of  both  of  .        .        .        .    413    5  2^ 

E.  — The  number  of  paupers  in  the  infirmary  or  on  extra  diet,  the 
amount  and  cost  of  the  provisions  consumed  by  both,  and  the  charge 
to  each  electoral  division  thereon. 

F.  — Is  a  similar  table,  giving  the  quantity  of  wine,  spirits,  porter, 
and  ale, 

G.  — Is  an  account  of  the  clothing  materials  received,  and  the  cost. 

H.  — Shows  the  quantity  and  price  of  made-up  clothing. 

I.  — Is  the  summary  of  the  stock  of  bedding  and  clothing. 

J, — Is  the  summary  of  the  account  chargeable  to  the  several  electoral 
divisions  for  the  maintenance  and  clothing  of  paupers,  inclusive  of  the 
rations  of  the  officers. 

K. — Is  an  estimate  of  the  average  cost  of  wear  of  clothing. 

L. — Is  a  summary  of  charges  against  the  electoral  divisions,  with 
detailed  items  included  under  head  of  "Establishment  charges." 

M. — The  balance  sheet  shows  the  balances  of  the  electoral  divisions. 

N  1. — The  Union  balance  of  receipts  and  payments  shows  a  balance 
in  treasurer's  hands  of  25/.  9*.  Wd.    It  will  be  observed  that  this 

R 


230 


Mr.  Senior  s  Report  on  Audit  [8th  Rep- 


balance  does  not  agree  witli  that  in  the  treasurer's  receipt  and  payment 
book,  all  cheques  drawn  at  the  clu.se  of  the  halt-year  having  been  in- 
cluded in  the  former,  whilst  only  those  presented  at  the  bank  are 
included  in  the  latter. 

N  2. — Is  a  summary  of  the  invoice  account,  and  explains  the  par- 
ticulars of  that  account,  as  shown  in  the  previous  table. 

Forms  4,  5  a,  and  5  b. — Show  the  number  of  paupers  relieved 
under  the  several  classes,  as  well  as  the  separate  accounts  of  each 
electoral  division.  These  abstracts  have  already  been  laid  before 
your  Board,  and  a  copy  of  both  abstracts  will  be  delivered  to  each 
Guardian. 

To  save  a  considerable  amount  of  labour  on  the  part  of  your  clerk, 
I  should  recommend  you  to  have  them  printed  and  generally  distributed 
among  the  ratepayers,  together  with  any  of  the  enclosed  tables  you  may 
select  as  furnishing  additional  information. 

I  have  the  honour,  &c., 

Edward  Senior, 
Assistant  Poor  Law  Commissioner  and  Auditor. 

To  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  he 
Rathkeale  Union, 


App.  D,  No.  2.]     of  Accounts  of  Rathkeale  Union. 


'231 


Table  A. — Rathkeale  Union. 

OUDINARY  DlETAHIES. 

Milk  Dietary  in  use  from  the  29th  September,  1841,  to  25th  December,  1842, 


Class. 

Breakfast. 

Dinner. 

Total  per  Day. 

Weekly 
Cost. 

Males 
over  15. 

7  ozs.  of  oatmeal, 
J  pint  of  new  milk. 

3^  lbs.  of  potatoes, 
1  pint  of  sour  milk. 

7  ozs.  of  oaf  meal  .  ."j 
5  pint  of  new  milk  .  1 
'6^  lbs.  of  potatoes    .  j 
1  pint  of  sour  milk  .  j 

d. 

1  7i 

Females 
and  cliil- 
(Irun  over 
9. 

6  ozs.  oi  oatmeal, 
^  pint  of  new  milk. 

1  pint  of  sour  milk. 

6  ozs.  of  oatmeal  .  ."v 
J  pint  of  new  milk  .  1 
3  lbs.  of  potatoes  .  .  j 
1  pint  of  sour  milk  .  J 

1  5f 

Children 
over  2 
and  un- 
der 9. 

4  ozs.  of  oatmeal, 
•J  pint  of  new  milk. 

3  lbs.  of  potatoes, 

3  noggins  of  sour  milk. 

4  ozs.  of  oatmeal  .  .■^ 
i  pint  of  new  milk  .  1 
3  lbs.  of  potatoes  .  .  j 
3  noggins  of  sour  milkj 

1  3J 

Soup  Dietary.* 
Soup  Dietary  in  use  from  the  10th  January,  1842 

to  the  25th  March,  1842. 

Class. 

Breakfast. 

Dinner. 

Total  per  Da}'. 

Weekly 
Cost. 

Males 
over  15. 

7  ozs.  of  oatmeal, 
pint  of  new  milk. 

3J  lbs.  of  potatoes, 

1  pint  of  soup. 

On  Fridays,  2  ozs.  of 

oatmeal  made  into 

porridge. 

7  ozs.  of  oatmeal 

pint  of  new  milk  .  1 
3^  lbs.  of  potatoes    .  j 
1  pint  of  soup     .  .J 

*.  d. 
1  5^ 

Females 
and  chil- 
dien  over 
9. 

6  ozs.  of  oatmeal, 
^  pint  of  new  milk. 

3  lbs.  of  potatoes. 

1  pint  of  soup. 

On  Fridays,  2  ozs.  of 

oatmeal  made  into 

porridge. 

6  ozs.  of  oatmeal 
^  pint  of  new  milk    .  | 
3  lbs.  of  potatoes     .  1 
1  pint  of  soup     .  .J 

1  4i 

Children 
over  2 
and  \m- 
der  9. 

4  ozs.  of  oatmeal, 
J  pint  of  new  milk. 

3  lbs.  of  potatoes. 
3  noggins  of  soup. 
On  Fridays,  1^  oz.  of 

oatmeal  made  into 

porridge. 

4  ozs.  of  oatmeal     .  y 
^  pint  of  new  milk   .  I 
3  lbs.  of  potatoes     .  i 
3  noggins  of  soup  .J 

1  If 

*  The  soup  is  made  as  follows : — ■  £.  s.  d. 

! 20  lbs.  of  beef,  at  3Jc/.  per  lb.  .    0    5  5 
2lSs::JSr^'^^:  :  ;  :  :  S  2  21 
2^  ozs.  of  spice  .,,.,003 

Cost  per  head,  ^d.  Total    ...    0    6  6^ 

In  the  interval  between  the  25th  December  and  the  10th  of  January,  butter  was  sup- 
plied to  the  paupers  for  dinner,  instead  of  sour  milk;  the  quantity  piven  being  2  ozs.  to 
each  person  over  9  years  of  ago,  and  1^  oz  to  each  under  9  and  over  2. 
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Infants'  Dietary. 


Class, 

Quantity  per  Day. 

Cost  per  Week. 

Infants  under  2  years  of  age  . 

8  07,s.  of  bri'a<l  .     .  1 
1^  pint  new  milk   .  J 

4-.  d. 
1  5i 

It  is  to  be  remarked,  in  reference  to  the  above  dietaries,  that  the  soup  dietary  (which 
might  naturally  be  supposed  to  he  higher  than  the  milk  diotarj')  is  actually  less  expensive. 
This  is  caused  by  the  price  of  potatoes  and  oatmeal ;  while  milk  was  used,  the  contract 
price  of  potatoes  was  i^d.  per  stone  of  14  lbs.,  and  of  oatmeal  14j.  per  cwt.  Since  Ja- 
nuary, when  the  soup  diet  commenced,  the  former  have  been  bought  at  3d.  per  stone  of 
16  lbs.,  and  the  latter  contracted  for  at  12s.  9d.  jier  cwt. 


Table  B  1. 


Account  of  the  Quantity  and  Cost  of  the  Provisions  used  by  the  Officers  of  the  Rathkeale 
Workhouse  during  the  Half-year  ended  the  25th  day  of  March,  1842. 


Officers. 


Master  . 


Matron 


Porter 


Hospital  Nurse 


Period. 


29ih  September,  1841,  to 
25th  March,  1842  (177 
days) 


Ditto 


Ditto 


7th  December.  1841, 
25th  March,  1842, 
elusive  (109  day^) 


to 


Total 


640  days 


Quantity  of  Pro- 
visions. 


Bread,  177  lbs.  . 
Meat,  177  lbs.  .  . 
Milk,  177  pints  . 
Potatoes,  23^  stone 

Bread,  177  lbs.  . 
Meat,  177  lbs.  .  . 
Milk,  177  pints  . 
Potatoes,  23^  stone 

Bread,  177  lbs.  . 
Meat,1771bs.  .  . 
Milk,  177  pints  . 
Potatoes,  23^  stone 

Bread,  81f  lbs.  . 
Milk,  109  quarts  . 
Potatoes,  23^1  stone. 


Total 


Amount. 


£.  s.  d. 

1  9  6 

2  5  9 
0  14  9 
0    7  0 


1  9  6 

2  5  9 
0  14  9 
0  7  0 


1  9  6 

2  5  9 
0  14  9 
0    7  0 


0  13  7i 
0  18  2 
0    5  11 
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Table  B  2. — Rathkeale  Uniok. 


Dietaries  of  the  Officers  and  Servants  of  the  Workhouse,  for  the  Half-year  ended 

the  25th  day  of  March,  1842. 


Officers. 

Daily  Quantity  of  Provisions. 

Cost  per  Week. 

Master    .    •    .  • 

1  lb.  of  meat  <  .  •  .  •  .A 
1  lb.  of  bread  ......  1 

1  pint  of  new  milk     •    .     <     .  | 

2  lbs.  of  potatoes  J 

*.  d. 

3  104 

Matron   .    •    •  . 

1  lb.  of  meat  ^ 

1  lb.  of  bread  1 

1  pint  ot  new  milk    .    .     •    •  ( 

2  lbs.  of  potatoes  J 

3  10^ 

Porter     .    .    .  • 

1  lb.  of  meat 

1  lb.  of  bread  1 

1  pint  of  new  milk    .    .    •    .  | 

2  lbs.  of  potatoes  ^    r    .    .  .J 

3  10^ 

Hospital  Nurse  •  . 

12  ozs.  of  bread  "j 

3J  lbs.  potatoes  \ 

1  quart  of  new  milk  •    .    .  .J 

2  5 

Table  C. — Rathkeale  Union. 


Cost  of  Provisions,  Necessaries,  and  Clothing  for  the  difFerent  Classes  of  Paupers 
in  the  Workhouse,  for  the  Half-j^ear  ended  25th  of  March,  1842. 


Collective 
Days. 

Total  Cost. 

Weekly  Cost 
per  Head. 

Infirm  diet,  including  wine,  &c.  .  . 
Ditto,  exclusive  of  ditto  .... 

Necessaries  

All  classes,  provisions  and  necessaries 

30,487 
3,554 
3,554 
36,041 
34,041 
34,041 

£.     s.  d. 

290    1  9| 
56    5  2f 
55    3  8f 
50    9  G 

395  17  10 
70  18  ^ 

£.  d. 
0    1  4 
0    2  24 
0    2  2 
0    0  2J 
0    1  7* 
0    0  3i 
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BI.E  D  1. — Account  of  the  Weekly  Qiuintity  of  Provisions  and  Necessaries 
rtceived  in  the  Rathkeale  Woikhouse,  &c. — continued. 


RECEIVED. 

Total  Quantity  of  each  Article  received, 
and  Stock. 

Toial  Amount 
of  each 
Article. 

£.   s.  d. 

36    3  7 

48  14  10 
150  13  1| 
74    9  lOi 
95    4  lOJ 
16    1  2i 
11  16  3i 

1  9  ^ 
0  19  3 
0  13  11 

2  7  6 

0  2  7i 

1  9  04 
0    2  11 
0    5  6 
0    4  OJ 
0    3  8 
0  13  9 
0    1  9 
0    5  5 
0    3  6^ 

442    6  3i 

Coal,  680§  cwt  

Turf,  155f  kishes  

Soap,  363  lbs  

Candles,  219^  lbs.  

Oil,  8  pints  ..<••••••• 

37    8  2 
7    5  4i 

4  1  9 

5  10  1 
0    5  0 

54  10  4i 
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Table  D  1.— Account  of  the  Weekly  Quantity  of  Provisions  and  Necessaries 
consumed  in  the  Rathkeale  Workhouse,  &c. — continued. 


CONSUMED. 

Total  Amount 

Total  Quantity  of  each  Article. 

of  each 

Ai-licle. 

£ .    s.  d. 

36    2  ^ 

48  14  10 

80  18  3| 

65    3  9 

95    4  lOi 

16    1  2i 

11  16  3^ 

1    6  2^ 

Tea,  521  qzs  

0  18  3| 

0  13  lOi 

2    7  2 

0    2  7J 

1    8  3i 

0    2  11 

0    5  6 

Oranges,  34    •    •  • 

x\    A    n  1 

U     4  U.J 

0    3  8 

0  113 

Spirits,  1|  pint  ... 

U      1  O 

Porter,  1 1  bottles  .  , 

f\      ^  K 

u    0  0 

Ale,  17  pints  • 

0    3  Ci 

3C2  15  8i 

79  11  6f 

442    7  3i 

34  14  5J 

Turf,  152J  kishes  .... 

^7      1  111 
/      1    1  X  J 

Soap,  363  lbs  

4    1  D 

Candles,  179^  lb  

4  10  1 

Oil,  2  pints  .... 

0  1 

50    9  c 

Value  of  Stock  .... 

4    0  JOJ 

54  10  4J 
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Table 

Account  of  the  Quantity  and  Price  of  Provisions  and  Necessaries  received,  consumed, 

March,  1842,  with  the  Conlract 


ARTICLlil. 


PnovisioNs : — 
Bread    .    •  lbs- 
Meat     .    .  lbs. 

Potatoes  stones. 

Oatmeal  .  lbs. 
New  Milk  .  qts. 
Sour  Milk  .  qts. 
Butter   .  .  lbs. 
Salt  .    .  .  lbs. 
Tea  .    .  .  ozs. 
Coffee   .  .  ozs. 
Sugar    .  •  lbs. 
Rice  .    .  .  lbs. 
Spice     .  .  lbs. 
Onions  .  •  lbs. 
Cabbage  .  hds. 
Oranges .  .No. 
Crackers.  .  No. 
Wine  (Port)  btls. 
Spirits    .  pints- 
Porter    .  bottles. 
Ale  .    •  pints. 

Total  Provisions  . 

Necessahies  : — 
Coal .    .  cwts. 
Turf. 
Soap. 
Candles 
Oil  . 


Remaining  on 
hand  29th  Septem- 
ber, 1841. 


Quan- 
tity. 


kishes. 
.  lbs. 
.  lbs. 
pints. 


Total  Necessaries. 
, .    Provisions  . 


Amount. 


Quantity. 


36i 
14 


72^ 
189i'b 

107 


108 
3 

10 

■re 


£.  s.  d. 

0    6  1 
3  6 


261 
8 

39i 
27 
8 


3 

0  IG 
0    8  11 


0| 

^ 


Received  during  Half- 
Year  ended  25th 
March,  1842. 


0  2  10^ 

0  1  1^ 

0  0  11 

0  0  10 


0  2 


4,299 
3,589 

11,654/, 

12,880 
11,332 
3,747^ 
303n 

896 
52 

104 
70 
4 

20^ 
14 
150 
34 
88 
4 

1| 
11 

17 


4  14  '2i 


1  8 
0  ,7  4 

0  18  10 
0  4  9 
0   5  0 


Amount. 


Quantity. 


£.  s. 
35  16 
48  11 


149   6  1 

73   6  3 

94   8  8 

15  12  3^ 

11  16  3^ 

16  8 

0  18  11 

0  13  0 

2    6  8 

0  2  4 

1  9 
0    2  11 
.0   5  6 

0     4  0: 

0   3  8 

0  11  0 

0    1  9 

0  5  5 
0    3  6 


3  4  lOJ 

4  14  '2^ 


7  19  Oi 


653J 
147^ 
323^ 
192i 


Total  Quantity  re- 
maining, and  on  hand, 
and  received. 


Amount. 


4, 335 J 
3,603 

11,726|| 

13,069^ 
ll,429i 
3,854i 
3031^ 
1,004 
55 

111^ 
71^ 
41§ 
20i 
14 
150 
34 
88 
5 

If 
11 

17 


437  11  1 


£.  *.  d. 

36  2  7 
48  14  10 

150  13  If 

74  9  10^ 

95  4  10^ 

16  1  2^ 

11  16  3^ 

1  9 
0  19  3 
0  13  11 

2  7  6 


3^  19  2| 
6  18  Of 
3   2  11 
5   5  4 


51 


6i 


437  11  1 


488  16  7i 


680| 
155i 
363 
21 9i 
8 


6^ 


2  7i 


1  9  Oi 

0  2  11 

0  5  6 

0  4 

0  3 


0^ 

8 


0  13 
0  1 
0  5 
0  3 


9 
9 

5 

6^ 


442 


3i 


37  8 
7  5 

4  1 

5  10  1 
0    5  0 


2 

4f 

9 


54  10  4i 
442    5  3i 


496  15  8 
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D  2. 

and  remaining  on  hand  at  the  Rathkeale  Workhouse,  for  the  Half-year  ended  the  25th 
Prices  for  the  several  Articles. 


Qihantity  consumed  in 
Hall- Year  endi'd 
25th  March,  1842. 


Quantity 


4,334i 
3,603 

5,864 

11,43J]| 
ll,429i 
3,854^ 
303j^ 
892 
52i 
111 
70ii 

20 
14 
150 
34 
88 

'J 
11 

17 


Amount. 


£.   ».  d. 

36 

48  14  10 


2  4i 


6311 
1523 
363 
179^ 


80  18  3| 

65    3  9 

95    4  lOJ 

16    1  2^ 

11  16  3i. 

1    6  2i 

0  18  3| 


0  13  10* 
2    7  2 

2  7* 

1  8  3* 
0    2  11 

6 


0 


0 


0    4  Qi 


0  3 
0  11 
0  1 
0  5 
0  3 


3 
3 
5 


362  15 


8i 


34  14  h\ 
7    1  llf 
4    1  9 
4  10  1 
0    1  3 


50    9  6 
362  15  8^ 

413    5  2i 


Remaining  on  hand 
25th  March,  1842. 


Quantity 


•  • 

5,862}3 
1,637,^5 


Amount. 


49i 
3 

•  • 

40 
6 


£.  s.  d. 
0   0  2J 

69  14  10 
9    6  IJ 


112 

0 

3 

4 

2| 

0 

0 

Hi 

1 

0 

0 

Oi 

1 
1 

0 

0 

4 

0    0  9 


0  2 
0  0 


79    9  6| 


2  13  8J 

0  3  5 

1  0  0 
0  3  9 


4  0  lOj 
79    9  6J 

81  10  5i 


CONTRACT  PRICES,  &c. 


Article. 


Bread  . 
Meat  . 

Potatoes 

Oatmeal 
New  Milk 
Sour  Milk 
Butter  . 
Salt  . 
Tea 

Coffee  . 
Sugar  . 
Rice 
Spice  . 
Onions. 
Cabl)age. 
Oranges. 
Crackers. 
Wine  (Port) 
Spirits  .  , 
Porter  . 
Ale      .  . 


Coal  . 
Turf  . 
Soap  . 
Candles 
Oil  .  . 


Price. 


2d.  per  lb. 

Zd.  and  Z\d.  per  lb. 

/4^rf.  per  14  lbs.,  Zd.  per 
\    16  lbs. 

£12.  15*.  per  ton. 

2d.  per  quart.  , 

1(/.  per  quart. 

9\d.  per  lb. 

3i.  and  Zs.  Ad.  per  cwt. 

A^d.  and  A\d.  per  ounce 

1^.  per  ounce. 

8f/.  per  lb. 

M.  and  7d.  per  lb. 

Is.  bd.  per  lb. 


2s.  9d.  per  bottle. 
Is.  per  pint. 
6^;.  and  5d.  per  bottle. 
2^1.  per  pint. 


22s.  per  tou. 

Ud.  and  Is.  Zd.  per  kish. 
26s.  and  25s.  per  cwt. 
Gl^.  and  6d.  per  lb. 
5.y.  per  gallou. 


s 
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Table  G. 

Account  of  Clothing  Materials  received  into  the  Rathkeale  Workhouse  during  the  Ilalf-vear 

ended  the  '25th  day  of  March,  1842. 


Articles. 


Flannel  ,, 
Calico 
Printed  cotton 

Linen  . 

Dowlas  . 
Frieze 

Cord  .  . 

Wool  .  . 

Tape  .  . 

Tiiread  . 
Studs  . 

Padding  . 

Needles  (knit 
ting). 


Repairing  shoes 
Total  .  , 


Quantity, 


Amount. 


£. 

s. 

d. 

36 1  i  yds. 

17 

2 

11* 

21| 

0 

12 

4" 

34^ 

1 

2 

8* 

30 

0 

15 

0 

16 

0 

6 

8 

10 

0 

9 

7i 

7 

0 

7 

8 

2  stone 

1 

14 

8 

•  > 

0 

3 

1 

0 

13 

1 

288 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

7i 

100 

0 

0 

6 

23  11  11 
2   0  0 

25  11  11 


Into  what  made  up. 


Class. 


Men's  clothing 
Women's  ditto 

Girls'  clothing 
Infants'  ditto 


Articles. 


Socks,  pairs  . 
Inside  petticoats 
Stockings,  pairs 
Petticoats 
Caps 
Frocks  . 
Shifts  . 
Petticoats 


No. 


59 
91 
12 
24 
24 
17 
37 
12 


Remarks. 


The  frieze 
and  cordu- 
roy, with  a 
portion  of 
the  other 
articles, 
were  used 
in  repair- 
ing the 
clothing. 


Table  H. 


Account  of  the  Quantity  and  Price  of  made-up  Clothing  received  into  the  Rathkeale  Work- 
house during  the  Half-year  ended  the  25th  day  of  March,  1842. 


Amount  of 

Class. 

Asticles. 

No. 

Rate. 

Each 
Art  icle. 

Total. 

Remarks. 

Men  . 

Fi'ie^e  jackets*  . 

35 
1 

s.  d, 
7  0 
6  0 

£.  *.  d. 

12    5  0 
0    6  0 

£.  *.  d. 

36 

Discount  otr . 

12  11  0 
0    3  6 

12    7  6 
0    4  6 

Cord  trousers  . 

1 

4  6 

0    4  6 

Linen  shirts  . 

75 
75 
24 
'8 

2  3^ 

1  9| 

2  0 
1  6 

8  11  lOi 
6  14  4* 
2    8  0 
0  12  0 

182 

Discount  off  . 

18    6  3 
0    3  5j 

18    2  ^ 
3  15  0 

Socks  .    .    •  • 

100  pair 

.0    9-  . 

3  15  0 

Carried  forward 

34    9  9J 
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Account  of  the  Quantity  and  Price  of  made-up  Clothing,  &z.—continued. 


Class. 


Men 


Articles. 


Remarks. 


Women 


Boys 


Worsted  caps  • 
Suspenders  . 
Shoes  .  . 
Cotton  wrappers 


Linsey-woolsey  pet 
ticoats. 


Cotton  petticoats 
Linen  shifts  . 


Worsted  stockings 
Linen  caps     .  . 


Aprons 


Suits — Frieze  jackets 
, ,      Cord  Trousers 


Cord  trousers 
Linen  shirts 
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Account  of  the  Quantity  and  Price  of  made-up  Clothing,  &c. — continued. 


Class. 


Boys 
Girls 


Articles. 


W orsted  caps  . 

Linsey-woolsey 
frocks. 


Flannel  petticoats 


Linen  shifts  . 


No. 


25 


25 
25 
25 


75 


25 
25 
25 
7 
19 


101 


25 
25 
25 
25 
10 


110 


Rate. 


s.  d. 
Brought  forward 

0  8i 

2  8 
2  3 

1  6 


Discount  off 

2  3 

2  0 

1  6 

2  0 
1  6 


Discount  ofif 


I  2J 
1  0 
1  0 


Discount  off . 


Amount  of 


Each 
Article. 


J? 
X/. 

s. 

1 

a. 

A 

u 

9  • 

1/ 

3 

6 

8 

2 

16 

3 

i 

1  7 
1/ 

6 

8 

0 

5 

0 

5 

Jo 

3 

2 

10 

0 

1 

17 

6 

0 

14 

0 

1 
1 

Q 
O 

n 

D 

9 

6 

3 

0 

2 

1 

1 

19 

7 

1 

17 

6 

1 

10 

2^ 

I 

5 

0 

0 

10 

0 

7 

2 

H 

0 

5 

Total. 


£.  «.  rf. 

97    6  5 

0  17  8^ 


7  14  8f 


9    4  2 


6  16  5f 
121  19  6 


Remarks 
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Tabi-k  I.— Summary  of  the  Bedding  and  Clothing  of  the  Rathkeale 
Workhouse  on  the  2Dth  day  of  March,  1842. 


Total 

In  the 

House  on 

Received 
from 

[\Iade  up 
ill  the 

Qu.imity 
in  tile 

Trades- 

House 

House 

Class. 

Articles. 

the  iBih 
of  Sept. 
1841. 

men  in 

in  the 

on  the 

present 

present 

25th  of 

lalf-year. 

lialt'-year. 

M  arch. 

18-12. 

Bedding 

•  • 

302 

1 

•  • 

303 

Bulsierticks  .... 

152 

153 

•  • 

30 '< 

BlanketK,  pairs     .     .  . 

75 

•  • 

301^ 

151 

150 

•  • 

301 

151 

150 

•  • 

301 

Clothing 

Men's  . 

Frieze  jackets .    .  . 

36 

36 

•  • 

72 

Corduroy  trousers 

Lini-n  shirts  .... 

71 

1 

•  • 

72 

151 

182 

3!3 

101 

100 

59 

260 

Worsted  caps  •    •     .  • 

51 

50 

•  « 

101 

Sus[ienders  .... 

75 

75 

150 

101 

13 

•  • 

1 14 

Women's 

Cotton  wrappers  .    .  . 

101 

100 

■  • 

201 

Linsey-wnolsej'  petticoats 

76 

102 

•  • 

178 

1  laiinel  petticoats 

•  • 

91 

91 

Coiton  petticoats  . 

1 

2 

•  • 

3 

Linen  shifts  .... 

51 

57 

•  • 

108 

Worsted  stockings     .  . 

151 

150 

12 

313 

Linen  caps  .... 

151 

151 

302 

50 

50 

lOU 

211 

«  • 

211 

Boys' 

Suits  (jacket  and  trousers) 

35 

38 

■  • 

73 

Corduioy  truusers 

•  • 

22 

•  • 

22 

Linen  shirts  .... 

50 

55 

105 

V  T  UISLCII    CtLlJO  .... 

25 

25 

50 

Girls'  . 

Linsey-woolsey  frocks  . 

75 

75 

150 

Flannel  petticoats      .  . 
Linen  shifts  .... 

75 

75 

24 

200 

100 

100 

21(1 

Infants' 

4 

•  • 

24 

28 

12 

•  • 

12 

24 

6 

•  • 

17 

23 

8 

•  • 

37 

45 

Cl.OTHINa. 

Value  of  old  Stock,  Stock  received,  and  Allowance  for  wear. 

£.  t.  d. 

Value  of  stock,  29th  September,  1841  ....      181  14  11 

Amount  of  made-up  cloihinj^  received   ....      121  19  6 

Amount  of  clothing  materials  received  .     .    .     .       23  11  11 

Amount  paid  for  repairing  shoes                                   2  0  Q 

329    6  4 

Allowance  for  wear  in  half-year  ended  25th  March       70  18  4J^ 


Value  of  stock,  25th  March,  1842 


£258    7  Hi 
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00 
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'3,554 

in 
in 

CO 

to 

Paupers 
charge-  [ 
able  to. 

■a                                    to          CO  $ 

Ji-                                      0        t^oeo  ^ 

'Hf  0000 

rH 

-*« 
ift 

Electoral 
Divisions. 

Kilfergus      .  . 
Kilmovlan  . 
I.oughiU  .    .  . 
Shanagolden .  . 
Dunmoylan  . 
Lismakeery  .  . 
Askeaton      .  • 
Ivenis      .    .  . 
Kilcornan     .  . 
Ardcanny     .  • 
Kildimo  .    .  . 
Adare,  North  . 
Adare,  South  . 
Kilfenuy  .    .  . 
Croom     .    .  . 
Rathkeale     .  • 
Croagh    .    .  . 
Nantenan     .  . 
Kilscannell  .  . 
Union  at  large  1 
paupers    .    .  1 

Total  by  paupers 
Union  at  large  1 
officers     .    .  i 

Total  by  paupers  1 
and  ufiicers  .  j 
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Tablk  K. — Rathkeale  Union. 

Estimate  of  the  Average  Cost  for  Wear  of  Clothing  for  Half-year 
ended  25th  March,  1842. 


Article. 

Cost  of 
the 
respective 
Articles. 

Cost 
of  Suit  to 

last 
One  Year. 

Weekly 

Cost 
of  Wear. 

£. 

s.  d. 

£.  *. 

d. 

£.  s.  d. 

Men  . 

1  frieze  jacket  (average)  . 

• 

0 

7  0 

• 

• 

1  pair  of  cord  trowsers 

• 

0 

4  2 

• 

• 

• 

1  linen  shirt   .        .  . 

• 

0 

2  li 

• 

• 

1  cap  .... 

0 

1  11 

1  ^ 

• 

2  pair  of  stockings,  at  W.  . 

• 

0 

I  6 

• 

2  pair  of  shoes,  at  5i. 

0 

10  0 

• 

• 

•  • 

1  pair  of  suspenders  • 

0 

0  4 

•  • 

1  *6 

Women 

1  cotton  wrapper      .  . 

• 

0 

1  8 

1  linsey-woolsey  petticoat 

0 

2  9 

• 

• 

1  flannel  petticoat   .  • 

• 

0 

3  6 

•  • 

1  linen  shift    .        .  , 

• 

0 

1  10^ 

• 

• 

1  apron  .... 

0 

0  7^ 

• 

• 

•  • 

1  cap  .... 

• 

0 

0  2^ 

• 

2  pair  of  stockings  . 

• 

0 

1  11 

• 

1^  pair  of  shoes  . 

• 

0 

5  7i 

•  • 

0  18 

Boys  • 

1  jacket  and  trowsers  . 

0 

6  8 

• 

• 

I  shirt  (average)     .  . 

• 

0 

• 

• 

1  cap  .... 

• 

0 

0  8^ 

0  *8 

iof 

Girls  . 

1  linsey-woolsey  frock  . 

• 

0 

2  2 

• 

1  flannel  petticoat  . 

• 

0 

1  11 

• 

1  linen  shift    .       .  . 

• 

0 

1  4 

• 

0  *5 

5 

Cost  of  four  suits  « 

• 

•  ■ 

2  18 

9 

Average  cost  of  one  suit  . 

•  • 

0  14 

8^ 

Altering  and  mending,  per  suit  . 

•  • 

0  0 

6 

Total  cost  of  suit  to  last  a 

year 

•  • 

0  15 

Average  weekly  cost  of  wear 

• 

0    0  3^ 
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Table  M.— Balance  Sheet  for  Half-year  ended  the  25th  March,  1842. 


Dr. 


BAtANCK. 


To  Balances  due  of 
the  Ibllowiui?  Eire- 
tornl  Divisions : — 

Killergus  .  . 

Kilmu>liin 

Loutjiiill  .  . 

D'lumoylaa  . 

IvtTiis      .  . 

Ardciinny .  . 

H^iihkeale 

Ccoagh     .  . 


To  Provisinn  Account, 
value  of  Stock  .  . 

To  Neiressaiies  Ac- 
couut,  valueof  Stock 

To  Clothing  Account, 
vahie  of  Stock  . 

To  Building  Account, 
due  ihfri'on 

To  Treasurer.  Ba- 
lance due  to  Uuiuu. 


£.  s.  d. 


21   4  74 

26   0  81 

15   6  ii 

4:i  13  04 


8  5 
27  3  7i 

130  12  14 

9  16  1U4 


79  9  6f 
4  0  104 


£.   t.  d. 


282  3  a 


83  10  5i 
258  7  Hi 
7695   0  0 
25   9  11 


8344  11  64 


Contra. 


Cr. 


By  Balances  due  to 
the  fcillowing  Elec- 
toral Divisions: — 


Sliaiiagolden  . 

25  16 

04 
74 

Lismakeery  , 

10 

7 

y^skeatmi  . 

6 

4 

04 

Kilcoruan 

27 

5 

9 

Kildimo   .    .  , 

24 

3 

11 

Ad  a  re.  North.  . 

3 

18 

84 

A  dare,  South.  . 

25 

3 

5S 

Kiltenny  .  . 

11 

9 

44 
74 

Criiom      .    .  . 

0  15 

Nanlenan.  . 

0 

3 

64 

Kiiscunuell  . 

26 

0 

4 

By  Salaries  Account, 
Amount  due  to  Offi- 
cers   

liy  Exchequer  Loan 
Commissioners, 
amoiiu'  due. 

By  Invoice  Account, 
amount  due  . 

By  gain  in  fractions, 
not  paid  by  Trea- 
surer   


£.  ».  d. 


£.   s.  d. 


161  8  34 

127  12  4 

7695  0  0 

360  10  91 

0  0  04 


8344  U  64 


T.iBLE  N.— Balances  for  Half-year  ended  25th  of  March,  1842. 
Balance  of  Receipts  aud  Payments. 


Dr. 


Rathkeale  XJsion. 


To  amount  of  Rates  collected  and 
paid  til  Treasurer    .     •    •  . 
To  other  Receipts —    s.  d. 

Repayment  of  Relief  by 
way  of  Loan  ..•.SO 

Re-tuutiou  Money  ..46 

Offiil    of    Paupers  and 
Officers  6  1 


Amount. 
£.    s.  d. 

2610  16  3 


0  18  7 


2611  14  10 


Contra.  Cr, 

By  Cash  paid  to  Cimtractors,  &c., 
per  Invoice  Account  . 

Ditto,  First  Instalment  of  Ex- 
chequer Loan  

Ditto,  Valuation  Account 

Ditto,  Sundries  fur  Eslablish- 
ment  Account  

Ditto,  SalarifS  of  OITicers. 

Ditto,  Treasurei's  Balance,  due 
29lh  Sei  teiuber.  1842  .    .  . 

Ditto,  in  Treasurer's  hands,  Ba- 
lance   

£ 


Amount. 
£.    s.  d. 

1459  14  10 

4U5  0  0 
338  13  5 

116  17  0 
68   7  2 

207  12  6 

25   9  11 


k6U  14  10 


Balance  of  Accounts  unpaid. 


Dr.      BjiTHitEALE  Union. 

To  amount  due  to  Contractors, 
per  Invoice  Account  ... 
To  ditto,  due  lo  OSicers,  per  Sa- 

£ 

Amount. 
£.    s.  d. 

360  10  91 

127  12  4 

Contra.  Cr. 

By  nniount  of  Rale  uncoUec'ed 
By  Balance  to  Credit  of  Union, 

in  Tieiisurer  s  hands  . 
Ditto,  for  winch  no  fuuds  are  pre- 

£ 

Amount. 
£.     s.  d. 

345  17  n 

25    Q  11 
116  16  0 

488   3  14 

4b8   3  14 

Balance  of  Rates. 

Dr.      Rathkeale  Union. 

To  Rate  collecled  and  paid  Trca- 

To  Balance  amount  uncollected 

£ 

Amount. 
£.     t.  d. 

2610  16  3 
315  17  24 

Contra.  Cr, 

By  amount  of  Rate  made  16th 
September,  1841  .... 

£ 

Amount. 
£.    s.  d, 

2956  13  54 

2956  13  6) 

2956  13  54 
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Tabi.k  N  2. 


Summary  of  Invoice  Account,  showing  the  balances  at  foot  of  the  several  Accounts 
in  the  Invoice  Ledger  on  the  25th  March,  1842. 


c  olio. 

Contractor,  &c. 

Articles  Supplied. 

Amount. 

£. 

1. 

d. 

7 

John  Castelloe    .  . 

Uedding  and  clothing  .... 

85 

1 

10 

James  John  Hayes  • 

48 

18 

17 

O'Brien  .... 

Printing  and  stationery,  &c.  .  . 

7 

2 

8 

J  > 

J.  N.  Russell 

38 

5 

0 

18 

James  Shanahan 

84 

10 

0^ 

19 

Putt  Cagney 

Bread  

40 

15 

6 

20 

William  Mulichy  . 

5 

11 

7 

21 

Michael  Roche  . 

39 

9 

8f 

>  > 

P.  Shaughnessy  .  . 

1 

1 

5f 

22 

James  M'Mahon 

Candles  

4 

5 

0 

)  J 

John  Morgan     .  . 

Calico,  frieze,  linen,  thread,  &c,  . 

2 

1 

6 

J  > 

3 

8 

5i 

Total    .  . 

3.60 

10 

8i 

VIIT. — Report  on  the  Audit  of  the  Accounts  of  the  Londonderry 
Union,  up  to  25th  March,  1841. — By  the  Hon.  C.  S.  Clements, 
Assistant  Commissioner  and  Auditor. 

Gentlemen,  Londonderry,  2bth  May,  1841. 

Having  completed  the  audit  of  your  Union  accounts  for  the  last 
half-year,  it  will  perhaps  be  gratifying  to  you  to  be  in  possession  of 
such  observations  with  respect  to  them  as  suggest  themselves  to  me. 

It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  charges  exhibited  in  these  accounts 
embrace  the  general  expenditure  of  the  Union  since  its  formation  in 
January,  1839.  The  abstracts  present  a  general  view  of  the  extent  of 
relief  given  in  the  workhouse,  as  well  as  the  expenditure  in  respect  of  it 
properly  classified. 

I  would  wish  in  the  first  place  to  draw  your  attention  to  the  paupers 
now  in  the  house,  who  may  have  relations  legally  liable  to  maintain 
them,  or  to  contribute  to  their  support  in  the  house. 

Enclosed  are  two  lists  of  cases  which  I  have  selected  from  the 
registry  as  deserving  of  inquiry.  They  have  presented  themselves  to 
my  notice  from  the  very  nature  of  the  entries  respecting  them,  but  there 
may  be  many  others  in  addition  which,  on  examination  by  persons 
possessed  of  local  knowledge,  would  equally  appear  to  demand  in- 
vestigation. 

Tiie  liability  of  paupers  and  their  relations  may  be  classed  under  two 
— the  liability  without  exception,  and  the  liability  with  exception. 

The  principle  of  the  system  administered  by  yon  is,  that  the  work- 
house sliould  afford  relief  to  all  persons  desiring  it,  subject  to  the  fol- 
lowing regulations : — 

If  a  wife  be  adnn"tted  without  her  husband,  or  if  children  under  15 
years  of  age  be  admitted  without  their  parents,  a  search  should  imme- 
diately be  Instituted  with  a  view  to  the  punishment  of  the  husband  who 
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has  abandoned  his  wife,  or  of  the  parent  who  has  abandoned  his  or  her 
children. 

The  first  and  most  essential  principle  to  act  upon  is,  that  though  the 
workhouse  is  destined  to  afford  relief  to  all  persons  who  may  become 
destitute,  yet  it  is  not  intended  thereby  to  dissolve  the  natural  ties  of 
kindred.  A  parent  incapable  of  supporting-  the  whole  of  a  numerous 
family  might,  under  peculiar  circumstances,  seek  relief  for  a  portion  of 
it  in  the  workhouse,  and  yet  retain  the  proper  feelings  for  his  offspring. 
But  experience  tells  us  that  such  a  result  cannot  be  looked  for  generally, 
and  that  when  once  the  public  come  forward  with  their  purse  to  supply 
the  wants  occasioned  by  improvidence,  in  a  manner  which  does  not  call 
for  any  sacrifice,  but  on  the  contrary  gives  a  bonus  to  the  person  re- 
lieved, increased  improvidence  and  a  disregard  of  all  natural  ties  must 
be  the  consequence.  The  law  has  therefore  required  that  the  person 
primarily  liable  to  maintain  a  family  must,  if  without  the  means  of  sub- 
sistence, come  into  the  workhouse  with  it,  and  should  any  members  of 
the  family  be  deserted  and  left  destitute,  so  as  to  be  relieved  in  the 
workhouse  without  the  person  primarily  liable  to  maintain  them,  that 
person  should  be  at  once  arrested,  and  dealt  with  according  to  law. 
This  may  be  termed  the  liability  without  exception. 

The  reluctance  which  you  have  exhibited  to  ])roceed  against  parties 
offending  in  this  particular  has  been  dictated  by  the  most  worthy 
motives.  But  permit  me  to  observe  that  the  leniency  desired  may  be 
exhibited  equally  by  the  convicting  magistrate,  who,  upon  due  represen- 
tation, would  no  doubt  postpone  the  awarding  an  adequate  punishment 
on  offenders  till  this  portion  of  the  law  was  more  fully  known. 

I  vyould  therefore  impress  upon  you  the  necessity  of  proceeding  forth- 
with in  the  cases  now  before  you,  and  of  making  such  arrangements  as 
will  lead  to  the  immediate  prosecution  in  future  of  all  persons  who  may 
be  found  transgressing  the  law  in  this  particular.  This  can  be  done  by 
the  clerk  being  prepared  with  the  forms  of  informations  and  warrants, 
which  can  be  made  before  and  executed  by  any  magistrate  attendino- 
the  meeting  of  your  Board.  ° 
_  I  come  next  to  the  consideration  of  the  cases  of  liabihty  with  excep- 
tion, which,  though  not  of  the  same  paramount  importance  as  those 
just  treated  of,  should  nevertheless  not  be  neglected. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  as  to  the  propriety  of  admitting  every  aged 
and  infirm  person,  without  exception,  who  miiy  seek  relief  in  the  wo'i-k- 
house,  but  if  it  should  appear  that  such  a  person  has  a  child  or  children 
capable  of  maintaining  him,  or  of  contributing  to  his  support,  it  is  but 
due  to  the  poor  rate-payer  of  the  division  that  such  children  should  be 
compelled  m  the  manner  provided  by  law  to  fulfil  their  duty  towards 
their  parent.  The  question  of  their  capability  to  do  so  must  depend  on 
the  local  knowledge  of  the  guardian,  who  by  communicating  to  the 
principal  rate-payers  of  the  division  the  names  of  the  persons  receivino- 
relief,  might  very  often  obtain  intormation  in  this  respect  which  would 
not  otherwise  be  elicited. 

With  a  view  to  a  closer  scrutiny  into  these  particulars  I  would  re- 
commend that  the  certificate  of  pauperism  be  required  to  be  filled  up 
with  the  strictest  correctness.  ^ 

This  will  make  the  Application  and  Report  Book  more  complete. 

T 
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which,  with  the  registry,  will  in  a  sliort  time  be  found  a  most  useful 
source  of  information. 

In  going  over  these  books  I  fincl  columns  5  and  8  are  very  often  not 
filled  up,  especially  the  latter.  It  is  essential  that  this  omission  should 
not  be  continued,  and  that  column  8  should  invariably  contain  the  cause 
of  destitution  of  each  pauper.  Column  12  should  also  contain  the 
townland  as  well  as  the  division  in  which  the  yierson  has  been  resident. 

It  is  highly  desirable,  and  I  will  add  essential,  that  all  those  par- 
ticulars should  be  examined  into  about  the  time  at  which  the  pauper  is 
admitted.  To  do  so  at  the  end  of  some  months  will  be  found  to  be 
comparatively  unavailing. 

The  next  point  which  naturally  presents  itself  for  consideration  as 
nearly  connected  with  this  subject,  is  the  routine  admission  and  dis- 
charge of  paupers.  It  will  be  found  indispensable  for  the  prevention 
of  irregularities  that  there  should  be  a  weekly  examination  of  all  admis- 
sions and  discharges,  with  a  view  to  ascertain  that  each  name  has  been 
entered  correctly  on  the  books,  as  to  the  day  of  admission,  the  class, 
and  the  electoral  division,  and  has  finally  been  taken  correctly  ofi'  the 
books  on  the  day  of  discharge.  I  do  not  in  the  slightest  degree  ques- 
tion the  integrity  of  the  master  in  proposing  this  check.  He  may,  in 
the  hurry  of  making  up  his  books,  without  any  dishonest  intention, 
insert  the  name  of  a  pauper  as  having  been  admitted  a  day  or  two  be- 
fore he  really  entered  the  house,  or  he  may  retain  another  on  the  books 
after  he  has  gone  out.  I  have  discovered  a  case  of  the  latter  descrip- 
tion in  making  this  audit,  which  no  one  could  for  a  moment  suspect  of 
being  any  thing  but  an  unintentional  error  on  the  part  of  the  master. 

I  would  therefore  recommend  that  when  a  pauper  is  admitted  by  a 
Board  Order,  the  porter  shall,  on  receiving  him,  endorse  the  order  with 
the  day  of  the  month,  and  that  when  a  pauper  is  discharged  the  porter 
shall  receive  from  him  a  discharge-check,  signed  by  the  master: — that 
the  visiting  committee  shall  compare  the  admission  and  discharge 
checks  each  week,  with  the  entries  in  the  Admission  and  Discharge 
Book,  and  with  the  registry,  noting  that  each  pauper  has  been  pro- 
perly classified  in  the  former  book. 

This  appears  to  be  an  essential  duty  for  the  visiting  committee  to 
perform,  who  should  also  examine  the  left-hand  side  of  the  first  page, 
appropriated  to  the  week  of  the  Provision  Book,  and  of  the  Sick  Diet 
Book,  with  a  view  to  ascertain  that  the  numbers  of  each  class  are  cor- 
rectly entered  for  each  day,  ,    .     ,  i 

The  Guardians  may  rely  upon  it  that  a  timely  check  is  the  only 
efficient  one  in  these  particulars. 

Each  Guardian  should  give  himself  the  habit  of  examinmg  the 
Weekly  Relief  List,  and  abstract  of  his  division,  when  he  attends  the 
Board  and  of  comparing  the  former  with  the  Admission  and  Discharge 
Book,' and  the  check  wUl  be  complete;  for  though  on  gomg  over  the 
books  the  auditor  may  discover  an  error,  as  I  have  just  done,  yet  ^s  a 
<reneral  rule  lie  must  take  it  for  granted  that  the  admissions  and  dis- 
charges are  correctly  given,  and  confine  himself  to  the  calculations  on 

the  books  as  they  stand.  ,  .    ,  x    •„    t.  f 

Before  leaving  this  branch  of  the  subject  I  wdl  observe,  that  the 
workhouse  appears  now  to  have  been  open  sufficiently  long-  to  allow  ot 
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your  extending;  your  operations  with  respect  to  the  mode  of  admitting- 
paupers.  It  will  perhaps  be  found  inconvenient  to  avail  yourselves  of 
the  services  of  wardens  till  the  workhouses  are  open  generally 
throughout  the  country.  But  as  you  have  now  recorded  in  the  Appli- 
cation and  Report  Book  the  cases  of  so  many  candidates  for  admission, 
I  think  it  will  be  found  to  work  well  if  you  were  to  give  directions  that 
on  a  certain  day  in  each  week  the  clerk  and  master  should  admit  pro- 
visionally, as  is  provided  for  by  the  Commissioners'  order,  any  family 
or  person  for  whom  you  have  given  a  previous  order  of  admission,  pro- 
vided they  have  not  been  in  the  workhouse  within  a  certain  time  ;  and 
also  that  the  master  be  instructed  as  to  the  course  he  should  pursue  with 
respect  to  cases  of  urgent  necessity.  All  these  admissions  will  of 
course  be  brought  before  you  weekly  for  confirmation  or  otherwise. 
All  others  for  which  no  orders  of  admission  had  previously  been  given, 
should  be  brought  before  you  in  the  first  instance  as  heretofore.  Thus 
the  essential  principle  of  the  workhouse  system  will  not  be  lost  sight  of, 
and  every  facility  will  be  given  to  the  admission  of  destitute  persons, 
the  regulations  as  to  the  liability  of  relations  being  strictly  adhered  to, 

I  come  now  to  the  consideration  of  the  financial  part  of  my  report. 
The  charges  for  this  year  embrace  all  incidental  expenses  since  the 
formation  of  the  Union,  which  come  principally  under  the  head  of  es- 
tablishment charges,  though  there  are  some  minor  items  under  the 
head  of  election,  law,  and  other  expenses  charged  in  the  Abstract 
directly  against  the  electoral  divisions. 

For  your  satisfaction  I  have  made  the  following  classification  of  the 
different  heads  of  expenditure  comprised  in  the  establishment  charge, 
viz. : — 

£.   s.  d. 

Salary  of  Returninpf  Officer  for  two  years,  and  other  expenses  of  Elec- 
tion of  Guardians  chargeable  on  the  Union  at  large       .        .        .      52    5  2 
Clerk's  salary  since  formation  of  Union  .        .        .        .        .        .77    9  4 

Advertising,  printing,  books,  and  stationery     .        .        .       .        .      72  14  8 

School  books      .        .        .        .  11  16  9 

Valuation,  including  maps  and  books     ......    337  18  9 

Furniture   346    9  5 

Utensils  96  14  0 

Medicines  £25    7    71  ,  „ 

Hospital  and  surgery  requisites  14  13  81 

Extra  attendants         .        .        .       .        .        .        .        .        .      12  19  10 

Insurance  .        .        .        .        .        .        ,        .        .        .  .1305 

Stones  for  breaking  and  tow  for  spinning  15  112 

Sundry  contingent  expenses  .        .        .        ,        .        .        .      53    6  7 

Interest  to  treasurer     .        ,        ,        ,        .        ,        ,        .        .43  10 

£1134  11  2 


This  statement  at  once  explains  the  cause  of  the  establishment 
charges  being  so  high.  A  rate  of  2fc/.  on  the  valuation  of  the  whole 
Union  produced  1116/.  11^.  4lf/.,  1  eaving  a  balance  of  111,  ],9s.  D^d. 
to  be  carried  to  the  next  half-year. 

^  The  charges  for  the  maintenance  and  clothing  of  the  paupers  are  also 
high  this  half-year,  which  can  be  accounted  for  in  the  case  of  the 
maintenance  by  the  contracts  for  provisions  being  high,  a  thing  to  be 
anticipated  at  first,  independent  of  the  circumstances  of  the  season,  in  a 
newly  regulated  establishment,  the  routine  of  which  is  not  known  by 

T  2 
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competitors.  It  can  also  be  accounted  for  by  the  circumstances  under 
which  the  workhouse  was  opened,  the  time  of  year  renderinn-  a  great 
consumption  of  fuel  indispensable  in  a  new  buildinj^ ;  also  from  the 
nvimber  of  sick  diets  which  have  certainly  been  g-reater  than  was  an- 
ticipated, and  than  will,  I  hope,  generally  be  found  necessary. 

Since  the  16th  of  January,  when  the  number  of  paupers  relieved 
reached  400,  the  average  daily  number  in  the  house  has  been  408,  and 
the  average  number  of  sick  diets  has  been  76,  being  a  proportion  of 
nearly  one-fifth  of  the  inrnates.  When  mentioning  this  circumstance, 
I  wish  to  bear  testimony  to  the  zeal  and  assiduity  that  has  marked  the 
attendance  of  your  medical  officer,  Dr.  White,  who  has  had  many  diffi- 
culties to  contend  with,  and  has  always  shown  an  anxious  wish  to  pro- 
mote the  economical  arrangement  of  his  department. 

The  total  cost  of  provisions  and  necessaries  received  amounts  to 
655L  65.,  as  shown  by  the  provision  account.  The  correct  charge  for 
maintenance,  as  per  dietaries,  and  consumption  of  necessaries,  amounts 
to  570/.  15s,  4^cZ.,  as  shown  by  the  maintenance  account;  this,  divided 
into  a  per  head  charge  per  day  by  the  collective  number  of  paupers,  and 
of  days  that  they  were  in  the  house,  makes  the  daily  cost  of  each  pauper 
3-B-rf.,  which  has  been  charged  to  the  respective  electoral  divisions, 
leaving  a  balance  of  3(/.  to  be  carried  to  the  next  half-year.  The  re- 
maining balance  of  84^.  10s.  7f  d  is  the  value  of  the  stock  in  hand,  as 
shown  by  the  Provision  Book,  which  has  to  be  accounted  for  in  the 
next  half-year. 

With  respect  to  the  clothing,  it  will  be  observed  that  the  sum  of 
159/.  16s.  lOfd,  equal  to  per  day  for  each  pauper,  has  been  charged 
for  the  wear  and  tear  of  the  clothing  in  use.  The  total  expenditure  for 
clothing  has  been  852L  8s.  id.,  thus  leaving  a  balance  of  692/.  1  Is.  b\d. 
to  be  charged  according  as  the  clothing  becomes  worn.  The  Clothing 
Book  will  show  the  supply  in  store.  The  sum  of  159/.  16s.  10c/. 
char"ed  by  your  direction  to  the  electoral  divisions,  according  to  a  cal- 
culation of  the  wear  and  tear,  was,  I  think,  rightly  considered  as  low  a 
charge  as  could  with  propriety  be  made  ;  but  it  is  evident  that  had  a 
o-reater  number  of  paupers  been  in  the  house  at  first,  the  daily  per  head 
charo-e  would  have  been  smaller,  though  the  amount  taken  from  the 
debirof  the  clothing  account  would  have  been  the  same.  It  may  there- 
fore be  fairly  anticipated  that  the  average  weekly  cost  of  each  pauper 
will  not  be  as  high  in  future  as  it  has  been  for  the  last  half-year. 

The  two  items  of  food  and  clothing  added  together  form  the  total 
charo-e  exhibited  in  theAbstracts  under  the  head  of  "  Muinteuance  of 
Paupers."  . 

It  only  remains  for  me  to  remark  upon  the  state  of  the  collection. 
Taken  as  a  whole  I  think  the  manner  in  which  this,  the  tirst  rate,  has 
been  paid  in,  is  highly  creditable  to  the  rate-payers  generally  in  the 
Union,  as  well  as  to  the  collectors  themselves.  It  is  right,  however, 
that  I 'should  remark  upon  what  appears  to  be  an  exception  to  this 
general  good  conduct. 

The  Kilderry  and  Birdstown  collectors  have  been  decidedly  negligent. 
They  have  been  before  me,  and  were  unable  to  give  a  satisfactory  reason 
for  the  state  of  their  collections,  which  you  will  perceive  by  the  col- 
lecting books  have  throughout  been  far  behind  all  the  others. 

I  should  therefore  decidedly  recommend  that  they  be  not  further 
employed. 
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I  am  reluctantly  compelled  to  notice  also  the  Fahan  collector.  He 
is  so  stupid  and  slow,  that  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  to  have  a 
few  such  men  to  transact  business  with,  would  require  you  to  employ 
an  additional  clerk,  I  would  therefore  recommend  that  he  be  dis- 
continued. 

I  cannot  close  this  Report  without  bearing  testimony  to  the  zeal  and 
efficiency  of  your  clerk — the  manner  in  which  he  has  mastered  the 
accounts,  and  entered  at  once  into  the  spirit  of  the  system  of  keeping 
them,  as  well  as  all  the  other  books  connected  with  them,  is  deserving 
of  the  highest  praise;  and  I  will  add,  that  I  think  there  will  be  found 
few  Unions  where  the  first  half-year's  accounts  have  been  more  satis- 
factorily closed. 

I  have  the  honour,  &c. 

Chas.  S.  Clements, 

Assistant  Commissioner  and  Auditor. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Board  of  Guardians 
of  the  Londonderry  Union.^ 
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Paid  Officers,  Assistants,  and  Servants  in  the  Union. 

Name. 

Office. 

Salary, 
per  Annum. 

Samuel  Kennedy  

B.  White,  M.D.  

lamps  M'Lauirhlin  

Eliza  Thompsun  

Francis  Murphy  

Martha  Christy  

William  Kerr  

Rev.  James  Graham  .... 

Rev.  Henry  Carson  

Rev.  J.  Kelly  

Clerk  and  Returning  Officer 
Medical  Attendant  .     .  . 

Master  

Matron  

Schoolmaster  .... 
Schoolmistress  .... 
Porter     •    •    .  _  • 
Protestant  Chaplain      .  . 
Presbyterian  ditto  . 
Roman  Catholic  ditto    .  . 

£. 

80 
50 
50 
30 
20 
15 
10 
20 
20 
20 

T.  Scott,  Chairman. 


Average  Weekly 
Cost  per  Head. 

Number 
of  Paupers 

at  Com- 
mencement 
of  the  Half- 
year. 

Number 
of  Births 
in  the 
Half- 
year. 

Number 
admitted 

during 
the  Half- 
year. 

Number 

dis- 
charged 
during 
the  Half- 
year. 

Number 

of 
Deaths 
in  the 
Half- 
year. 

No.  of 
Paupers 
at  the 
End  of 
the  Half- 
year. 

Food  . 
Clothing 
Total  . 

j.  d. 

1  % 

0  6^ 

3 

585 

169 

24 

392 

2  4 

NoTB. — Wives  and  Children  (though  able-bodied)  of  aged  and  infirm  men  must 
he  entered  in  the  columns  for  Females  and  Children,  under  the  heading  «  Aged  and 
Infirm,  or  Permanently  Disabled."  Wives  and  Children  (though  able-bodied)  of 
men  "  Destitute  through  Sickness  or  Accident,"  must  be  entered  in  the  columns 
for  Females  and  Children,  under  that  heading.  Wives  and  Children  of  Insane  Per- 
sons, Lunatics,  and  Idiots,  must  be  entered  in  the  columns  for  Females  and  Children, 
under  the  heading  "  Destitute  through  other  Causes." 


A  true  Abstract  from  the  Relief 
Books,  Medical  returns,  and  the 
Ledger  of  the  Londonderry  Union, 
on  this  the  24th  day  of  May,  184L 

Samuel  Kennedy, 
Clerk  to  the  Board  of  Guardians. 


This  Abstract  has  been  sub- 
mitted to  me,  together  with  the 
Relief  Books,  Medical  Returns, 
and  the  Ledger,  with  which  I  have 
compared  it ;  and  I  hereby  certify 
that  the  items  it  contains  are  cor- 
rectly abstracted  therefrom. 

Londonderry  Union,  the  24th 
day  of  May,  1841. 

Charles  Clements,  Auditor. 

No  rT,. — ^Thls  Abstract,  when  signed  by  the  Auditor,  is  to  be  sent  to  the  Poor  Law 
Commissioners,  and  the  Clerk  is  to  make  a  duplicate,  which  shall  also  be  attested 
by  the  Auditor,  for  the  use  of  the  Board  of  Guardians.  A  copy  ia  to  be  furnished, 
by  the  Clerk,  to  every  member  of  the  Board  of  Guardians. 
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A  true  Statement  of  Receipts  and  Payments  on  account  of  the  several  Electoral 
Divisions  of  the  Londonderry  Union,  made  this  24th  day  of  May,  1841. 

Samuel  Kennedy,  Clerk  to  the  Board  of  Guardia/is. 

I  herehy  certify,  that  this  Statement  of  Receipts  and  Payments  of  the  several 
Electoral  Divisions  in  the  Londonderry  Union  is  correct. 

Dated  24th  day  of  May,  1841.  Charles  Clements,  Auditor. 

*i*  This  Abstract,  signed  by  the  Chairman,  is  to  be  sent  to  the  Poor  Law  Com- 
missioners ;  and  a  duplicate,  sijjned  by  the  Auditor,  is  to  be  kept  for  the  Board  of 
Guardians,  and  a  copy  delivered  by  the  Clerk  to  every  Member  of  the  Board. 

T.  Scott,  Chairman. 


List  of  Persons  in  the  Workhouse  of  the  Londonderry  Union,  whose  Relatives 
immediately  liable,  without  Exceptions,  should  be  Prosecuted. 


No.  in 

Registry, 


Name. 


Remarks. 


38 
991 

loo; 

236 

109 

353 
531 


464 

466 


577 


549 
11 
18 
371 
504 
551 


571 

4C0 


308 


Elizabeth  Murray  .... 

Charles  and  James  Dugal  . 

Mary  Ann  Buchanan  and  four 
children, 

 Jamieson  .... 

Sally  Marley   

Thomas  Kerr      .    •    .    .  . 


Mary  Montgomery 
Mathew  M'Faden 


Jane  Cameron 


William  Maghire  .  .  .  ■ 
Mary  Barry  and  four  children  . 

Ann  Crawford  

Susan  Carlin  ...... 

Nancy  Dohetty  

Eleanor  Boyle  and  four  children 


Mary  M'Laughlin  and  child 
Nancy  Boyle  and  one  child  . 


Mary  Kilpatrick 


Her  husband  at  Newtown  Lima- 
vady. 

Mother  at  service  with  Mr.  Dysart. 
Husband  in  Derry. 

Is  this  child  really  an  orphan  ? 

Husband  in  Derry. 

Bastard  without  mother. 
r  Deserted  children,  only  five  and 
seven  weeks  old  when  brought 
to  the  house.  These  are  cases 
which  should  be  sifted.  The 
rate-payers  should  be  made  to 
learn  that  by  not  pursuing  the 
mothers,  they  are  entailing  a 
permanent  charge  on  their  Di- 
vision for  13  years  at  least. 

A  deserted  child,  six  years  old, 
and  therefore  should  be  main- 
tained by  the  County,  as  here- 
tofore. 

A  bastard  without  mother. 
Is  her  husband  a  soldier  abroad  P 
Ditto  ditto 
Ditto  ditto 
Husband  supposed  to  be  alive. 
Husband   in    infirmary ;  stej's 
should  be  taken  with  resjiect 
to  him  when  discharged  there- 
from. 

Is  hei-  husband  gone  to  America  ? 

Is  her  husband  in  Scotland,  and 
can  he  be  arrested  there  P  An 
example  would  do  much. 

Is  she  really  an  orphan  ? 
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List  of  Persons  in  the  Workhouse  of  the  Londondkrry  Union,  whose  Cases 
appear  deserving  of  inquiry,  with  a  view  to  ascertain  whether  any  Children  exist 
who  can  contribute  to  their  Support. 


No.  in 
Registry. 


17 
110 

439 
37 


Name. 


Bell  Glenn 
John  Collins 


William  M'Nulty 
William  Young  . 


Remarks. 


Has  a  son  a  coach-driver  in  Bel- 
fast. 

Came  in  with  wife — went  out  and 
returned  without  her.  Is  there 
any  one  capable  of  supporting 
both? 

Wife  and  children  not  in  the 
house.    Where  are  they  P 

An  able-bodied  youth,  not  coming 
imder  this  head  of  inquiry,  but 
something  should  be  done  to 
get  him  employment. 


IX. — Report  on  the  Audit  of  the  Accounts  of  the  Londonderry 
Union,  for  the  Half-year  ended  29th  September,  1841. — By  the 
Hon.  Charles  S.  Clements,  Assistant  Commissioner  and  Auditor. 

Gentlemen,  Omagh,  2Mh  November,  1841. 

I  take  the  earliest  opportunity,  after  completing  the  audit  of  the 
Uniou  accounts  for  the  last  tinancial  half-year,  being  the  second  since 
the  opening  of  the  workhouse,  to  offer  such  observations  as  the  nature 
of  them  appear  to  require. 

First  in  interest  and  importance  is  the  abstract  showing  the  number 
of  paupers  relieved,  exhibiting  as  it  does  in  one  view  the  different  classes 
of  persons  received  into  the  house  from  each  electoral  division.  By  an 
attentive  examination  of  this,  some  estimate  may  be  formed  of  the  ex- 
tent of  relief  administered  locally  as  well  as  generally  throughout  the 
Union.  As  it  is  notorions  that  a  far  smaller  number  have  sought  re- 
lief than  was  anticipated,  and  as  it  is  equally  well  known  that  even 
this  number  has  latterly  been  diminishing,  this  examination  becomes 
the  more  important. 

It  will  be  found  that  of  726,  the  total  number  of  persons  relieved 
394,  more  than  one  half,  have  come  from  the  city,  and  332  from  the 
country.  An  examination  of  the  books  will  show  that  of  these,  183  be- 
longing to  the  city  and  159  to  the  country,  have  been  discharged,  total 
342;  which,  added  to  the  deaths  43,  leaves  341  in  the  house  at  the 
close  of  the  half-year,  being  less  by  51  than  the  number  at  its  com- 
mencement. 
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Glass. 

Relieved  belonging 

Total 

Discharged 
belonging 

i  otaL 
Dis- 
cliarged. 

to  City. 

to 

Country. 

to  City. 

to 

Country. 

11 1/1   oTifl  Inri 

V^IU  lLLIU  xiiiinii  •       •       •  a 

88 

126 

zl4 

32 

65 

97 

V^i|iUalla  dUU  UcolltUXc  Cnil- 

dren  

10 

<i\> 

120 

28 

17 

45 

Q 

i3 

21 

o 
O 

n 
I 

5 

in 

0 

15 

7 

3 

10 

witli  Illf gitiixiat6 

12 

8 

20 

8 

4 

12 

Widows  and  women  whose 

husbands  have  deserted 

37 

22 

59 

20 

16 

36 

With  their  Children     .  . 

93 

72 

165 

50 

38 

88 

Relieved  through  Sickness 

45 

20 

65 

23 

6 

29 

Relieved  through  other  causes 

25 

22 

47 

12 

8 

20 

Totals  . 

394 

332 

726 

183 

159 

342 

Of  the  aged  and  infirm  who  have  been  discharged,  I  believe  many 
have  gone  to  live  with  their  children,  but  my  inquiries  lead  me  also  to 
apprehend  that  many  others  have  left  the  house  with  no  other  prospect 
than  that  of  mendicancy. 

Of  the  orphans  and  destitute  children  discharged,  the  parents  of  15 
have  been  found  ;  the  remainder  have  gone  out  to  service  amongst  their 
connexions  or  through  their  instrumentality. 

The  idiots  discharged  have  been  tal<en  out  by  their  connexions  ;  but  I 
think  the  Guardians  should  be  cautious  not  to  permit  the  discharge  of 
these  unfortunate  persons  without  first  ascertaining  that  proper  care 
will  be  taken  of  them. 

Many  of  the  women  deserted  by  their  husbands  have  heen  discharged 
in  consequence  of  their  husbands  having  been  found  and  compelled  to 
take  them  out;  and  there  is  little  doubt  that  many  others  have  gone 
out  voluntarily  to  meet  their  husbands. 

The  number  of  persons  relieved  on  account  of  sickness  or  accident, 
shows  an  increase  of  51  as  compared  with  the  previous  half-year,  thereby 
affording  satisfactory  evidence  of  the  increased  usefulness  of  the  insti- 
tution in  this  particular. 

The  7(h  class  exhibits  all  persons  relieved  who  do  not  come  within 
those  previously  enumerated,  such  as  the  able-bodied,  and  the  wives 
and  children,  if  any,  of  persons  in  confinement,  or  in  the  county  in- 
firmary, or  of  idiots.  -The  number  of  this  class  relieved  during  the 
previous  half-year  was  27. 

It  would  be  difficult  to  form  a  correct  estimate  of  the  number  of 
persons  who,  having  availed  themselves  of  the  relief  alforded  by  the 
workhouse,  are  now  living  upon  their  own  resources  or  through  the 
assistance  of  their  connexions.  But  it  may  be  inferred  that  a  good 
portion  of  the  1st  class,  the  whole  of  the  2nd,  and  a  portion  of  the  5th, 
6th,  and  7th  classes,  are  so  maintained,  leaving,  it  is  to  be  feared,  at 
least  one  half  of  the  342  discharged,  existing  by  mendicancy.  It  is, 
however,  necessary  to  explain  that  the  number  of  discharges  above 


App.  D,  No.  2.]    of  Accounts  of  Londonderry  Union. 


quoted  exceeds  in  all  probability  the  actual  number  of  persons ;  be- 
cause, as  each  time  a  pauper  enters  and  leaves  the  house  his  name  must 
appear  on  the  books,  so  if  in  the  half-year  he  should  have  gone  m  and 
out  more  than  once,  his  relief  must  be  counted  each  time  distinctly. 

There  are,  besides,  unquestionably  many  other  mendicants  who  never 
have  had  recourse  to  the  workhouse.  Without  compulsion,  these 
persons,  who  have  mostly  been  brought  up  in  habits  of  vagrancy,  will 
probably  not  abandon  their  course  of  life.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
Legislature  may  see  the  necessity  of  protecting  the  rate-payer  from,  the 
double  tax  of  conceding  to  the  importunity  of  the  sturdy  beggar  at  his 
door,  while  he  supports  the  really  destitute  in  the  workhouse;  but  in 
the  mean  time,  as  the  efficacy  of  a  law  prohibiting  vagrancy  would  very 
much  depend  upon  the  degree  of  co-operation  it  received  from  the 
public,  it  is  desirable,  without  touching  upon  the  question  of  the  social 
and  moral  improvement  to  be  derived  from  it,  that  the  rate-payers 
should  be  convinced  of  the  benefit  it  would  effect  as  a  measure  of 
economy.  Of  this  every  one  may  form  an  estimate,  as  far  as  relates  to 
his  own  establishment,  who  remembers  the  total  absence  of  mendicants 
through  the  country  parts  of  the  Union  upon  the  first  opening  of  the 
workhouse.  Let  him  then  descend  to  a  calculation  of  the  benefit  to  be 
derived  by  those  who  are  themselves  poor  and  struggling  to  maintain 
their  independence,  on  whom  the  trading  beggar  preys  so  remorselessly. 
No  better  data  for  such  a  calculation  can  be  obtained  than  was  afforded 
by  the  cessation  of  hostilities  above  alluded  to  by  these  traders  on  com- 
passion. But  it  will  be  said,  the  expense  of  maintaining  a  pauper  in 
the  workhouse  is  so  great  in  comparison  to  what  he  would  cost  by  con- 
tributions amongst  llie  neighbours,  that  the  people  prefer  to  support 
him  amongst  them.  That  a  pauper  might  be  thus  maintained  at  far 
less  cost  than  in  the  workhouse  has,  I  believe,  never  been  disputed ; 
but  all  experience  proves  that  such  relief,  if  by  compulsory  assessment, 
must  be  continually  increasing,  because  there  is  nothing  to  check  it,  till, 
as  in  many  cases  in  England,  it  swallowed  up  the  whole  rental  of  the 
land  ;  or  if,  as  hitherto  in  Ireland,  such  relief  be  voluntary,  it  must  be 
at  the  expense  of  a  constant  exposure  of  squalid  wretchedness  too  often 
feigned  by  the  undeserving  to  produce  contributions,  while  the  really 
destitute  are  perhaps  starving  from  their  inability  to  make  the  necessary 
exertion  to  procure  assistance. 

With  respect  to  the  workhouse  expenditure,  it  must  be  borne  in 
mind  that  an  additional  number  of  inmates  would  not  increase  the 
expense  in  the  same  ratio  as  is  novv  charged  for  the  maintenance  of 
each  pauper;  besides,  I  think  I  shall  be  able  to  show  that  the  expense 
is  greater  now  than  may  in  future,  with  due  economy,  be  expected.  By 
the  abstract  of  expenditure  it  will  be  perceived  that  the  charge  for 
maintenance  and  clothing  is  1025/.  2s.  9d.,  or  3^d.  per  head  per  day 
for  each  pauper.  This,  though  less  than  the  charge  of  the  precediufij 
half-year,  is  still  higher  than  may  be  anticipated  with  more  favourable 
contracts;  but  even  at  the  same  prices  the  charge  per  head  would  be 
less  if  a  greater  number  of  persons  had  been  relieved,  because  the 
consumption  of  necessaries,  such  as  fuel,  candles,  &c.,  must  be  pretty 
much  the  same  whether  a  large  or  a  small  number  of  persons  are  re- 
lieved ;  and  because  the  sick  diets,  which  is  another  very  heavy  item  of 
expense,  would  not,  in  all  probability,  be  increased  in  anything  like  the 
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same  proportion  that  they  now  bear  to  tlie  number  of  inmates.  To 
tliis  may  added  the  establishment  cliarge,  which  must  also  be  pretty 
much  the  same,  whatever  number  of  persons  are  reheved.  The  rate- 
payers may  therefore  look  with  confidence  rather  than  apprehension  to 
the  workhouse  expenditure,  but  they  may  rest  assured  that  unless  they 
take  advantage  of  it  by  refusing  relief  to  the  sturdy  beggar,  it  will 
become  the  means  of  fostering  rather  than  of  repressing  that  scourffe; 
because  if  it  be  left  optional  with  the  vagrant  whether  he  will  enter  \he 
workhouse  or  pursue  his  calhng,  he  will  undoubtedly  avail  himself  of 
the  relief  thus  afforded  only  when  he  is  in  bad  health  or  when  the 
weather  is  such  as  to  render  it  inconvenient  to  him  to  beg. 

With  respect  to  the  sick  diets  (Table,  pp.  278,  279),  it  must  bo  observed 
that  they  aie  still  very  numerous  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  in- 
mates. This  is  a  point  deserving  an  attentive  examination.  At  a 
meeting  of  your  visiting  committee  recently  held,  the  medical  ofEcer 
explained  that  in  a  workhouse  like  yours,  where  a  number  of  the  old 
inhabitants  of  a  large  city  are  relieved,  the  dietary  of  potatoes  and  stir- 
about to  which  country  people  have  been  accustomed,  does  not  suit  their 
broken-down  constitutions.  It  cannot  be  the  desire  of  any  person  that 
these  poor  people  should  have  food  which  does  not  agree  with  them  ; 
but  it  is  a  duty  we  owe  to  the  rate-payers  who  maintain  them,  to  ascer- 
tain that  they  are  fed  in  the  most  economical  manner  consistent  with 
health  and  due  comfort.  To  bring  the  matter  clearly  before  you,  I  in- 
sert a  copy  of  the  different  dietaries,  to  which  is  appended  the  collective 
number  of  days'  consumption  on  each,  together  with  the  average  cost 
per  head  per  day,  and  the  gross  cost  according  to  the  quantities.  Thus 
it  will  appear  that  the  sick  diets  bear  a  proportion  of  184-  per  cent,  to 
the  ordinary  house  diets,  and  that  their  cost  ranges  from  5-,\-d.  to 
1tS<^  5  making  an  average  of  3\d.  per  day  for  each  diet,  while  the 
average  of  the  ordinary  house  diet  is  2tV<^-  per  day. 

A  perusal  of  the  table  will,  I  hope,  convince  you  of  the  necessity  of 
having  the  whole  of  these  diets  carefully  revised,  even  if  no  material 
alteration  be  made.  With  respect  to  the  ordinary  house  diets,  I  would 
wish  to  call  yonr  attention  to  the  quantity  of  milk  allowed  to  the 
children  being  equal  to  that  of  adults.  Milk  is  comparatively  the  most 
expensive  item  of  diet.  If  the  quantity  allowed  be  necessary  for  the 
health  of  the  children,  there  can  be  no  question  about  its  continuance ; 
but  I  think  that  this  will  not,  on  inquiry,  be  found  to  be  the  case.  In 
the  Castlederg  workhouse,  where  the  children  have  been  particularly 
healthy,  far  more  so  than  in  Derry,  the  allowance  of  milk  for  children 
is  regulated  in  the  same  proportions  as  the  rest  of  their  diet,  that  is,  the 
allowance  of  an  adult  male  is  divided  between  two  children,  one  old,  the 
other  young,  in  proportions  according  to  their  respective  ages. 

It  is  necessary  to  explain  that  the  foregoing  calculations  are  made 
according  to  the  consumption  which  would  take  place  under  the  regu- 
larly established  dietaries.  The  consumption  of  necessaries  for  the 
house  generally,  and  of  hospital  extras  for  persons  under  acute  disease, 
which  must  have  been  pretty  nearly  the  same  under  any  arrangement  of 
dietaries,  is  not  included  in  the  calculation;  nor  is  the  difference  which 
took  place  on  substituting  rice  for  ])otatoes  during  a  portion  of  the 
summer.  The  Table  (pp.  280,  281)  shows  the  gross  amount  of  pro- 
visions received  and  consumed  during  the  half-year,  including  the 
rations  allowed  to  the  officers. 
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These  remarks  include  all  I  feel  called  upon  to  say  respecting  the 
provision  accounts,  in  which  are  comprised  nearly  the  most  important 
portions  of  expenditure. 

The  expense  of  clothing  has  been  determined,  as  heretofore,  on  an 
estimate  of  the  wear  and  tear  of  the  clothes  in  use,  leaving  the  balance 
due  upon  the  account  as  a  set-off  tor  the  stock  in  haud. 

It  must  be  observed  that,  a  stock  of  clothes  having  been  procured  to 
meet  the  anticipated  pressure  during  the  summer,  of  which  the  cost  was 
137/.  18s.  2d.,  the  debt  upon  this  account  has  been  but  little  diminished, 
but  the  stock  in  hand  is  considerable.  As,  in  future,  the  great  bulk  if 
not  all  the  clothing  will  be  made  up  in  the  house,  this  item  of  expendi- 
ture will  be  much  diminished. 

As  it  may  be  interesting  to  many  who  do  not  look  closely  into  the 
books  to  learn  how  the  paupers  are  distributed,  and  how  employed,  I 
append  a  copy  of  a  weekly  state  of  the  workhouse,  showing  the  manner 
in  which  each  pauper  was  employed  during  the  last  week  of  the  half- 
year,  as  well  as  the  work  performed  during  that  time. 

See  Table,  p.  282. 

I  also  append  a  statement  of  the  work  performed  by  the  male  and 
female  paupers  respectively  during  the  half- year. 

Account  of  Work  performed  by  the  Male  Paupers  in  the  Londonderry  Workhouse, 
durini^  the  Half-year  ending  2nd  October,  1841. 


Shoemaker's  Work  : — 

New  shoes  made  for  men  .    15  pairs. 

, ,  for  boys  .    24    , , 

Shoes  repaired         .        .    56    , , 

Carpenter  s  Work  : — 

Carpenter's  bench  made  .  1 
Coffins  ditto  .  .  .11 
Cradles  ditto  ...  2 
Ladders  (16  feet)  ditto  .  1 
Clothes-horses  ditto.  .  2 
Handles  for  hammers  ditto  30 
Paviour's  rammer  ditto  .  1 
Small  candle-boxes  ditto  .  2 
Tables  in  dining-hall  re- 
paired .  .  .12 
Kitchen  trays  ditto  .  .11 
Cover  for  well  repaired     .  1 


Brackets  for  round  towels 

ditto  .  .  .  .8 
Stool  for  potato  store  made  1 
Threshold  for  potato  store 

door  made  .  .  .  1 
Cardboards    for  paupers' 

names  ditto.        .        .  6 
Painting  : — 

New  doors      ...  3 
Sparred  arches  over  doors  .    1 6 
Straw  mats  made    .        .  360 
Potato  Nets  made : — 

For  lunatic  asylum  (large 

size)  .  .  .  .14 
For  the  Omagh  and  Cas- 

tlederg  Unions  .  .  400 
For  Londonderry  Union   .  250 


Stones  broken,  97  tons.    (These  stones  having  been  broken  too  large  at  first 
have  been  gone  over  twice).  "  ' 

House  whitewashed. 

Ground  levelled  and  drain  made  in  front  of  the  buildino-. 

>  >  and  small  garden  formed  between  boys°and  girls'  yards. 

Ditch  made  for  foundation  of  wall  to  burying-ground  115  yards. 

French  drain  passing  through  burying-ground — 40  yards. 

Gathered  stones  for  and  built  dry  wall  across  burying-ground— 35  yards 

Took  down  said  wall  and  levelled  the  ground. 

Ditch  for  foundation  of  wall  to  form  a  dung-pit — 68  yards. 

Drain  from  yard  wall  to  dung-pit — 30  yards. 

Raising  and  levelling  men's  yard,  and  lowering  cesspool. 

)  >  small  prol)ationary  yards. 

Gathered  stones  for  and  ,.aved  kitchen  yards,  and  entrance  to  male  infirm  wards. 
Water-pipe  twice  laid— 212  yards. 
Walls  of  women's  privy  built  up,  and  inside  altered. 
Stone-work  of  well  in  kitchen-yard  finished,  and  wooden  cover  attached. 
Approach  to  house  repaired,  and  hedges  trimmed. 

The  whole  of  the  ground  on  south  side  of  the  premises  turned  up  and  levelled. 
N.B.— There  are  5  boys  in  shoemakers'  shop. 

2        in  carpenters' ditto, 
12  , ,    making  nets, 
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Account  of  Work  performed  by  the  Female  Paupers  during  the  Half-year  ended 

2nd  October,  1841. 
Men's  jackets  lined .       .....  102 

,,    trousers  ditto        .        .       .        .  .107 

Boys'  trousers  ditto        .        .        .       .  .50 

Pinafores  made  up.        .....  99 

Women's  aprons  ditto     .....  77 

Roller  towels  .......  5 

Shrouds  made  up   •        .        .        .        .  .26 

Girth- web  shoes  made     .....  54 

Pieces  mended       .        .        .        .        .  .1016 

[Previous  to  this  weekly  report  there  was  no  regular 
account  of  the  mending  kept.] 
880  lbs.  of  tow  carded  and  spun  into  808  hanks  of  yarn. 
996  hanks  of  yarn  boiled  and  bleached  ready  for  the  loom. 
120  lbs.  of  wool  teazed,  carded,  spun,  and  twisted. 
213  pair  of  socks  knit. 
2       ,  J      stockings  ditto. 
17  footed. 
8  petticoats  knit. 

7  lbs.  of  flax  spun  and  twisted.for  heedles  for  six  looms. 
7  lbs.  of  thread  spun  and  twisted. 
N.B. — 44  girls  have  been  taught  to  sew  and  knit  well. 
10  ,,  to  sew  tolerably  well. 

2         , ,  , ,  to  make  girth-web  shoes. 

2  blind  women  have  been  taught  to  sew. 
2  women  have  been  taught  to  knit. 
4  , ,  , ,  to  sew. 

The  following  is  an  analysis  of  the  expenses  incurred  for  the  esta- 
blishment : —  £•   *•  d.    £.  s.  (I. 

Balance  from  last  half-j'ear  1719  9i 

Salaries       .        .        .        .  ' "  ' 
Masons',  carpenters',  plmnbers', 
glaziers',  and  smiths'  work  . 

Well  

Furniture    .        .        .  ■ 
Utensils  .... 
Sand  for  scouring,  and  lime  for 
whitewashing    .        •  » 
Stone  and  gravel  .        .  . 
Printing  and  Stationery. 
Advertising  .... 
Making outrate  and  collecting- 
books  .... 
Rent  for  road       .        .  • 
Election  of  Guardians  . 
Medicines    .       .       .  • 
Incidental  expenses 
Twine.  .... 

Interest      .       .       .       •  „  „ 

355  13  9 

TOW'^   '■^      ^        oo,    ,r  n. 

Total        .    387  15  9^ 

On  the  other  hand  there  is  a  credit- 
By  interest     -  •  . 
Distraining  warrants 
Potato  nets  sold  . 
Rent  for  grazing  . 
A  surcharge  .       .  . 


£. 

s. 

d. 

139 

12 

11 

60 

15 

11 

24 

10 

9 

19 

3 

9 

34 

14 

1 

12 

1 

10 

1 

10 

9 

13 

4 

3 

2 

2 

G 

8 

19 

8 

2 

0 

0 

1 

13 

2 

11 

12 

0 

17 

11 

f) 

5 

13 

2 

0 

7 

6 

[ 

-  £.  s. 

d 

.  5 

0 

9 

.  1 

6 

0 

.  2 

14 

9 

.  1 

10 

0 

.  1 

11 

o 

sion, 

of  y. 

12    2  8 


,wu....  V.   .  349    1  11^ 

Leaving  trbe'carr\VdTo  the  next  hVlf-yeai^^^^^^^  387  15  9^ 

*  This  was  inadvertently  charged  to  establishment,  instead  of  clothing,  to  which 
account  it  is  to  be  carried. 
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Turning'  to  the  abstract  of  the  separate  accounts  of  each  electoral 
division,  it  will  be  perceived  that  a  column  has  been  appropriated  to 
show  the  amount  allowed  in  the  collector's  accounts  for  waste  or  un- 
occupied property,  and  that  which  has  been  adjudged  to  be  exempt, 
thereby  rendering  the  column  showing  the  amounts  remaining  un- 
collected a  correct  statement  of  the  arrears. 

'J'his  closes  my  remarks  upon  the  accounts,  which  have  bsen  correctly 
and  satisfactorily  kept  in  every  particular. 

It  is  with  much  regret  that  I  have  to  call  your  attention  to  the  cir- 
cumstance, that  of  the  amount  shown  to  have  been  collected  in  the  city 
division,  183/.  55.  O^d.  has  not  been  paid  in  to  the  treasurer  by  the 
collector.  Upon  learning  this,  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  make  a  very 
strict  examination  of  this  otEcer's  books,  by  which  1  have  ascertained 
that  no  receipts  appear  to  have  been  given  for  the  rate  on  houses 
returned  as  waste  or  in  arrear.  I  further  examined  Mr,  Hamilton,  on 
oath,  as  to  the  accuracy  of  his  books,  when  he  declared  them  to  be 
correct. 

As  I  believe  you  have  already  instituted  proceedings  against  Mr. 
Hamilton's  sureties  for  the  amount  of  his  default,  it  would  be  unneces- 
sary to  make  further  allusion  to  the  subject,  were  it  not  that  I  am 
anxious  that  the  circumstance  should  be  the  means  of  convincing  you 
of  the  necessity  of  a  more  rigid  enforcement  of  the  Commissioners' 
orders  with  respect  to  the  collection.  The  time  for  making  the  rate  has 
been  selected  as  that  most  convenient  for  the  majority  to  pay.  To 
permit  dilatoriness,  therefore,  can  atFord  no  general  accommodation. 
In  the  collection  of  the  County  Cess,  it  will  be  found  that  by  far  the 
greater  portion  is  levied  just  before  the  assizes;  the  collectors,  being 
bound  to  pay  by  a  certain  day,  must  use  diligence.  It  would  be  dif- 
ficult to  place  the  collectors  of  the  Poor-Rate  under  a  similar  obligation, 
because,  as  all  tenements,  however  small,  are  rated,  there  must  neces- 
sarily be,  in  many  instances,  some  arrear.  The  only  method,  then,  of 
insuring  diligence  appears  to  be  the  strict  enforcement  of  the  weekly 
payment  by  each  collector  of  such  a  sum  as  shall  be  considered  equal 
to  what  he  might,  with  due  diligence,  collect  during  the  period  in  his 
district.  The  payment  of  that  amount  into  the  treasurer's  hands,  which 
would  be  ascertained  by  the  receipt  to  be  sent  to  the  clerk,  would  be  a 
sufficient  guarantee  of  his  good  conduct ;  but  failing  this,  he  should 
be  required  to  attend  the  Board  to  account  for  the  neglect.  Without 
this  strict  watch  being  kept,  you  would,  I  am  sure,  find  the  collection 
of  each  succeeding  rate  more  retarded  than  the  other,  and  financial 
difficulties  would  soon  be  the  result.  To  the  really  active  and  zealous 
collector,  the  necessity  of  prompt  payment  would  be  an  assistance,  for 
the  people  would  pay  more  cheerfully  at  once  when  they  knew  that  he 
must  make  his  weekly  return ;  and,  as  in  the  case  of  all  other  payments 
It  would  be  more  convenient  to  the  great  majority  to  know  the  time 
when  the  collection  would  be  made  and  enforced. 

I  have  the  honour,  &c., 

CiiARi-Es  S.  Clements, 
Assistant  Poor  Law  Commissioner  and  Auditor, 
The  Chairman  and  Board  of  Guardians 
of  the  Londonderry  Union. 

U 
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Diets. 

Class. 

Breakfabt. 

Dinner. 

House  Diet . 

Men,    and  Boys 

above  13. 
Women,  and  Girls 

above  13. 
Children  above  2  . 

Infants  under  2  . 

Oatmeal,  7oz.,  Butter 

Milk,  i  quart. 
Oatmeal,  6  oz..  Butter 

Milk,  ^  quart. 
Oatmeal,3ioz.,Butter 

Milk,  ^  quart. 
Bread,  h  lb.,  ^  quart 

Sweet  Milk  daily. 

Potatoe8,.3ilb8.,  Butter 

Milk,  j  quart. 
Potatoes,  3  lbs  ,  Butter 

Milk,  1  (juart. 
Potatoes,!  |lbs.,ButterL 

Milk,  h  Quart. 

•  • 

r 

Full  Diet 

Adults,  and  Chil- 

dren  above  lo. 
Children  under  13 

Bread,  Jlb.,Tea,|oz., 

Su|^ar,  ^  oz. 
Bread,^lb.,Tea,|oz., 

Sugar,  J  oz. 

Bread,      lb.,  Soup, 

1  pint. 
Bread,  j   lb.,  Soup, 

1  pint. 

Half  Diet 

Adults,  and  Chil- 
dren above  13. 
Children  under  13 

Oatmeal,  7  oz..  Butter 

iViuK,  ^  quari. 
Oatmeal,  3ioz..  Butter 

Milk,  i  quart. 

Bread,  ^  lb.,  Soup,, 

1  piut* 

Bread,  i  lb.,  Soup,. 
1  pint. 

-4-» 

Low  Diet 

Adults,  and  Chil- 
dren above  13. 
Children  under  13 

Oatmeal,  7  oz..  Butter 

IVlUK,  -g  quart. 
Oatmeal,  .3^oz.,Butter 

Milk,  i  quart. 

Bread,  J  lb.,  SweeH 

Milk,  g  quart. 
Bread,  l  lb.,  Sweet< 

Milk,  ^  quart. 

S 

3 ' 

C« 

O 

P3 

BreadDiet 

Adults,  and  Chil- 
dren above  13. 
Children  under  13 

Bread,  J  lb.,  Sweet 

IVLllKj  3  quciii. 

Bread   i  lb..  Sweet 
Milk,  i  quart. 

Bread,  J  lb.,  Sweefcl 

Milk,  g  quart. 
Bread,  i  lb.,  Sweefe 

Milk,  I  quart. 

Tea  Diet 

Adults,  and  Chil- 
dren above  13. 
Chjldreu  under  13 

Bread,  ^  lb  ,  Tea,  J  oz., 

Sugar,  ^  oz. 
Bread,ilb.,Tea,  Joz., 

Sugar,  ^  oz. 

Bread,  ^  lb.,  Sweei 
Milk.  A  Quart. 

Bread,  \  lb.,  SweM 
Milk.  ^  quart. 

Fever  Die 

t  Adults,  and  Chil- 
dren above  13. 

Children  under  13 

Oatmeal,  J  lb..  Sweet 
Milk,iquart,Butte 
Milk,  g  quart. 

Oatmeal,  '2oz.,  Sweet 
Milk.i  quart.Bulte 
Milk,  §  quart. 

•  • 

r 

•  • 

r 

Average  daily  Cost* 
or  the  total  Number,  the  rroporlf 

i 
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Slipper. 

Collective  No.  of  Days' 
Consumption. 

Gross  Cost. 

Average  Cost 
per  Head 
per  Day. 

Oatmeal,  5    oz.,  Butter 

Milk,  ^  quart. 
Oatmeal,  4    oz,.  Butter 

Milk,  ^  quart. 
Oatmeal,  2^  oz..  Butter 

Milk,  ^  quart. 

Men    .    .  .12,913 
Women     .    .  21,663 
Children  .    .  22,481 
Infants     .    .  2,178 
Total    .  59,235 

£.    s.  d. 
515  12  8^ 

£.    g.  d. 
0    0  2tIi 

Bread,  J  lb..  Tea,  \  oz.. 

Sugar,  J  oz. 
Bread,  J  lb.,  Tea  J  oz., 

Sugar,  ^  oz. 

Adults    .  .173 
Children  .    .  48 

Total     .  221 

5    0  6i 

0    0  5^ 

Oatmeal,    5  oz..  Butter 

Milk,  \  quart. 
Oatmeal,  2^   oz..  Butter 

Milk,  i  quart. 

Adults    .    .  240 
Children  .    .  684 
Total     .  924 

10  18  1^ 

0    0  2f 

Oatmeal,   5    oz..  Butter 

Milk,  J  quart. 
Oatmeal,  2j  oz..  Butter 

Milk,  ^  quart. 

Adults     .  .3416 
Children  .    .  1319 
Total    .  4735 

55  12  OJ 

0    0  2| 

Sweet  Milk,  \  quart  . 
Sweel;  Milk,  J  quart  . 

Adults         .  2524 
Children  .    .  2534 

Total     .  5058 

69  12  5§ 

0    0  3^ 

Bread,  ^  lb..  Tea,  \  oz., 

Suf^ar,  ^  02. 
Bread,  J  lb.,  Tea,  J  oz., 

Sugar,  ^  oz. 

Adults     .  .1737 
Children .     .  155 

Total     .  1892 

41    0  0^ 

0    0  51 

•  • 

Adults     .    .  71 
Children.    .  464 

5,35 

Total  Hospital 

Diets   .    .  13,365 

2    7  7 

0    0  l^j 

£.  s.  d. 
Hospital  .  .  0  0  3i 
per  cent,  on  Hospital  Diet  18J 

ir  2 
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Table  showing  the  Quantity  'of  Provisions  and  Necessaries  on  hand  and 

'  and  average 


Name  of  Article. 


Bread . 
Rice  . 
Meat  . 
Ox-heads 
Potatoes 
Oatmeal 
New  mill 
Butter-m 
Salt  . 
Tea  . 
Sugar 
Butter 
Molasses 
Ale  . 


Ik 


lbs. 
lbs. 
lbs. 
No. 
stones 
lbs. 
qts. 
qts. 
lbs. 
ozs. 
ozs. 
lbs. 
ozs. 


Oil  hand 
at  the  Commencement 
of  Half-year. 


Quantity. 


Total  provisions 


Necessaries  : — ■ 


Coals . 
Candles  . 
Soap  . 
Straw. 
Bog-wood 
Coke  .  . 


.  cwts. 
.  lbs. 
.  lbs. 
.  cwts. 
.  loads. 
.  lbs. 


Total  necessaries 
Ditto  provisions. 


Ditto  provisions  andl 
necessaries     .    •  j 


Total  on  hand  27th  March  . 

Ditto  received  

Total  consumed  .  .  .  . 
Ditto  on  hand  2nd  Oct.  1841 . 


Grand  Total , 


l,217i 
*423 


Cost. 


Quantity, 


£. 


79| 

«  • 

0 

15 

9 

•  • 

'870^ 

14 

• 
• 

10 

2 

l,047i 

6 

6 

10 

*189 

0 

s' 

6i 

16 

0 

0 

2 

32f 

0 

8 

10| 

207 

0 

9 

8 

Received 
during  the  Half-year. 


23    0  Oi 


54  15  9 
6*13'  5 


61    9  2 
23    3  01 


84    9  2^ 


Cost. 


£. 

s. 

d. 

13,280 

1  Oil 

l03 

1  0 

3,776 

29 

2 

7 

411 

8 

11 

3 

60 

5 

0 

0 

7,943 

125 

16 

11 

35,840 

216 

0 

0 

12,056 

75 

7 

0 

55,871 

126 

8 

? 

3,350 

2 

2 

1,024 

14 

10 

6 

5,208 

10 

3 

0 

44 

1 

18 

6 

5,792 

4 

10 

6 

2 

3 

4 

757 

12 

10^ 

1,110 
168 

1,120 
141 
2 

1,680 


84  9  2i 
842    2  4f 


926  11  6J 


49  19 
4  7 
17  15 
10  18 
0  12 
0  17 


84    9  6 
757  12  lOJ 


842    2  41 


i 
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consumed  during  Half-year  ended  the  2nd  of  October,  1841,  their  Cost, 
Contract  Price. 


Consumed 
d  iiring  the  Half-year. 


Quantity 


13,359J 
3,l]2f 
393 
59 
8,6.)9f 
35,803J 
12,056 
56, 027  § 
2,958 

942| 
4,555 
42 
4,440^ 


2,159^ 
156 

1,381 
141 
2 

548 


Cost. 


Quantity 


£.    *.  d. 

136  13  11 

24    6  3| 

8  3  9 
4  18  4 

138    8  9i 

215  16  3| 

75    7  0 

126  15  4f 

1  17  6i 

13    6  If 

9  2  0 

1  16  9 
3    9  4J 

2  2  0 


762    3  6J 


97    3  6i- 
4    1  3 
21  16  Hi 
10  18  0 
0  12  6 
5  8i 


0 


134  17  Hi 
762   3  6^ 


897    1  5J 


897    1  5| 
29  10  0| 

926  11  6^ 


On  hand 
at  the  Close  of  the 
Half-year. 


664  < 

is' 

1 

1534 
1,0831 

•  • 

32  i 
408 
114 
860 
2 

l,351i 


168 
12 
162i 


1,132 


Cost. 


£.    s.  (I. 

4*16*  3i 

0    7  6 

0  1  8 

1  18  3f 
6  10  6J 


7  11 
0  6 
2  11 


0  11 


9 

1| 


0  1 

0  5 

1  13 
1  10  8 

0  1  9 

1  1  li 
0    1  4 


18    9  4 


3 

5| 


11  0  8f 
18    9  4 


29  10  Of 


Average  Contract  Price. 


2i</.  per  lb. 

17s.  4Jc/.  per  cwt. 

5d.  per  lb. 

1j.  8d.  each. 

3|§rf.  per  stone. 

13s.  6tjf.  per  cwt. 

&d.  per  gallon 

10|/i.  per  score  of  20  quarts. 

Is.  bd.  per  cwt. 

4s.  Gd.  per  lb. 

8s.  Gd.  per  stone. 

lOArf.  per  lb. 

28s.  per  cwt. 


18s.  per  ton. 
6s.  M.  per  dozen  lbs. 
35s.  6(/.  per  cwt. 
29s.  Qd.  per  ton. 
6s.  3t/.  per  load. 
Is.  '2d,  per  cwt. 
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Londonderry  Union. — State  ofthe  Workhouse,  Saturday,' 2nd  October,  1841. 


Distribution. 


Above  13. 


Men.  Women. 


Wholly  disabled,  bedridden 
, ,  sitting  up 

Nurses  in  infirm  wards 
Ward-men  in  ditto  • 
In  kitchen  . 
In  laundry.  . 
Spinning  wool. 

, ,  yarn 
Carding  wool  . 
Knitting  . 
Sewing  .  . 
Carpenters.  . 
Shoemakers 
Weavers  .  . 
Breaking  Stones 
Spade-work  . 
Pumping  .  •  „  ^ 
Cleaning  dining-halls,&c 
Cleaning  yards,  and  othe 
work. 

Sick  in  infirmary  .  . 
Nurses  in  ditto     .  . 

Idiots  

Idiots' attendants.  • 
In  school-rooms  . 
In  nursery.     .     .  • 
Attending  ofiicers 
Washing  yarn 

Total .    .  . 


7 

21 


1 

2 

"7 
9 
2 

»  • 

9 

10 

8 

■  • 

2 


19 
8 
2 

6 
12 

2 

10 
3 
6 
3 


80 


4 
14 

11 
4 

16 
2 
2 
7 
2 


Under  13. 


Boys. 


Girls. 


■  • 


•  ■ 


134 


6 

■  ■ 

1 

'40 
1 


51 


Under  2 


Infants. 


52 
5 


64 


«  • 


12 


Total. 


26 
29 
2 

•  • 

6 

12 
2 

10 
3 
6 
3 
2 
7 

7 
9 
2 
4 

23 

32 
4 

25 
2 

96 

25 
2 
2 


12 


341 


Remained  at  the  close  of  last  week 
Admitted  during  the  week 
Born  during  the  week  . 


Total 


348 
3 


Discharged 
Died  . 


Remaining 


351 
8 

2 

—  10 


341 


fVork  performed : — 
Men's  shoes  made. 
Women's  ditto  - 
Shoes  repaired 
Yarn  spun 
Wool  ditto  . 
Stockings  knit 
Socks  ditto  . 
Stones  liroken 
Petiicoais  knit 
Boy's  trousers  lined 
Pieces  mended  . 


5  pairs 

•  •     5  J 

2 

29  hanks 

8  lbs. 
..  pairs 
15  ,, 

2  tons 

1 

12  pairs 
SO 
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X  —Report  on  the  Audit  of  the  Accounts  of  the  Omagh  Union,  (o 
Lady-Day,  1842. — By  the  Hon.  Charles  S.  Clements,  Assistant 
Commissioner  and  Auditor. 

Gentlemen,  Omagh  J pril  30,  1842. 

Having  completed  the  first  audit  of  your  Union  accounts,  it 

will  no  doubt  be  gratifying-  to  you  to  receive  some  explanation  of  them 

in  addition  to  the  abstracts  prepared  under  the  order  of  the  Poor  Law 

Commissioners. 

'  The  periods  prescribed  for  closing  the  accounts  are  the  2oth  of  March 
and  29th  of  September  in  each  year  ;  but  the  workhouse  having  been 
opened  on  the  24th  of  August  last,  it  was  deemed  unnecessary  to  close 
the  accounts  for  that  half  year;  the  charges  therefore  exhibited  in  the 
abstracts  now  before  you  embrace  the  general  expenditure  of  the  Union 
since  its  formation  in  May,  1839,  including  a  period  of  seven  months 
since  the  workhouse  has  been  open. 

Of  the  two  abstracts  prepared  under  the  order  of  the  Commissioners, 
the  first  refers  to  the  numbers  and  classification  of  paupers  relieved, 
the  second  relates  wholly  to  the  finances  of  the  Union.  My  duties 
as  auditor  render  me  responsible  for  the  correctness  of  both  these  ab- 
stracts ;  and  I  propose,  while  explaining  the  nature  of  each,  to  offer  to 
you  such  observations  as  the  particulars  contained  in  them,  and  my 
knowledge  of  various  circumstances  connected  with  the  working  of  the 
law  in  your  Union  suggest. 

The  abstract  showing  the  number  of  paupers  relieved  deserves 
attentive  examination.  It  exhibits,  in  one  view,  the  different  classes  of 
persons  received  into  the  house  from  each  electoral  division,  and  will 
thus  enable  you  to  form  an  estimate  of  the  extent  of  relief  administered, 
locally  as  well  as  generally,  throughout  the  Union.  I  would  call  your 
especial  attention  to  the  numbers  exhibited  in  the  2nd  and  5th  classes 
of  this  abstract;  the  former  comprising  children  deserted  by  both 
parents,  and  the  latter,  women  whose  husbands  have  deserted  them, 
with  their  children.  Of  both  these  classes  many  have  already  left  the 
house,  but  there  are  still  remaining  no  less  than  18  women  entered  on 
the  register  as  having  been  deserted  by  their  husbands,  with  56  chil- 
dren dependent  on  them,  and  13  children  deserted  by  both  parents, 
comprising  in  the  whole  87  persons.  It  is  a  question  worthy  of  exami- 
nation whether  there  are  not  in  addition  many  other  deserted  children 
who  are  registered  as  orphans,  and  women  who  are  registered  as 
widows. 

Of  the  deserted  women  there  are  doubtless  many  whose  husbands 
have  really  abandoned  them  and  gone  to  America  ;  but  I  have  reason  to 
believe  that  several  others  are  still  in  the  country,  and  might  be  appre- 
hended if  active  measures  were  taken  for  the  purpose.  I  call  your  atten- 
tion the  more  particularly  to  this  point,  because  I  believe  there  are  many 
amongst  you  who  do  not  see  the  necessity  for  an  active  pursuit  of  such 
offenders.  You  judge  by  your  knowledge  of  the  poverty  of  the  in- 
dividuals of  their  inability  to  maintain  themselves  and  their  families 
out  of  the  house,  and  think  therefore  that  it  is  a  saving  to  the  eieclorul 
division  which  maintains  the  family  not  to  have  the  additional  burden  of 
supporting  the  husband. 

Upon  this  I  will  observe,  that  the  \avf  rendering  the  husband  wholly 
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responsible  for  the  maintenance  of  his  wife  and  children,  has  been 
framed  upon  the  ample  experience  derived  from  the  administratif)n  of 
relief  lo  the  poor  in  England,  where  an  attempt  was  made  (o  relieve 
not  only  destitution,  but  -poverly  also;  in  whicli  atteinpt  the  whole 
rental  of  the  land  was  in  some  places  exhausted,  and  nothing  but  dis- 
appointment and  extreme  distress  was  the  result.  This  arose  from  an 
endeavour  to  decide  when  a  man  could  maintain  his  lamily  by  his  own 
independent  exertions,  and  when  it  was  necessary  to  afford  iiiin  assist- 
ance from  the  public  purse.  The  cousequence  was,  that  almost  every 
labourer  became  partly,  and  many  wholly,  dependent  on  the  poor-rate 
for  support;  and  the  young  men,  finding  that  those  with  families  re- 
ceived the  larger  allowance,  married  early  in  order  thereby  to  increase 
their  means. 

Here  there  would  not  fail  to  be  the  same  result,  if  facilities  were 
afforded  to  the  labouring  poor  to  send  their  families  into  the  house, 
while  they  themselves  remained  out.  If  the  workhouse  were  sufficiently 
large  to  contain  them,  you  would  in  a  short  time  find  the  majority  of 
labourers  sending  their  families  in  periodically,  just  as  the  great  majority 
in  England  became  dependent  on  the  rates  for  support.    The  abuses 
in  England  were  the  cause  of  the  passing  the  Poor  Law  Amendment 
Act.    Now,  the  labourer,  if  unable  to  maintain  himself  and  family  by 
his  own  independent  exertions,  is  obliged  to  seek  relief  in  the  work- 
house, or,  in  other  words,  he  can  no  longer  be  maintained  partly  by  the 
public  and  partly  by  his  own  exertions,  he  must  depend  wholly  on  the 
one  or  other  source  for  support;  and  if  on  the  one,  he  must  go  into 
the  workhouse,  where  alone  it  can  be  ascertained  that  he  is  really  in  no 
May  benefited  by  the  other.    This  is  found  by  experience  to  be  the 
only  guarantee  that  the  public  can  have  against  deception.    When  in 
the  workhouse  he  cannot,  of  course,  desire  to  remain  there,  where  he 
gets  nothing  but  mere  subsistence  for  his  labour,  and  is  at  the  end  of 
the  week  in  no  belter  position  than  he  was  at  the  beginning.  The 
farmers  who  contribute  to  his  support  there  cannot  wish  him  to"  remain 
where  there  is  no  return  for  his  labour;  he  consequently  finds  employ- 
ment, which  enables  him  to  maintain  himself  and  family  wholly  in- 
dependent of  the  public.    During  the  time  a  man  so  circumstanced 
may  have  remained  with  his  family  in  a  workhouse,  the  cost  of  his  main- 
tenance may  have  been  treble  the  allowance  previously  received  by  him 
for  the  maintenance,  in  part,  of  his  family;  but  this  allowance  had  been 
continual,  and  the  number  of  families  receiving  it  had  always  been  on 
the  increase,  whereas  now  the  allowance  being  discontinued  to  all,  the 
public  are  wholly  relieved  from  the  burden  by  the  temporary  outlay  of 
maintaining  some  in  a  workhouse  for  a  time  at  a  far  greater  cost  than 
had  been  previously  incurred  for  them  individually. 

Here,  though  there  has  been  till  lately  no  relief  administered  by 
enactment  of  the  legislature,  yet  the  contribution  to  the  beggars  tends 
to  the  same  result  as  the  system  of  relief  which  had  been  pursued  in 
England.  The  contribution  has  been  levied  far  more  remorselessly  than 
any  rate  by  a  collector,  and  the  public  have  suffered  from  its  misapplica- 
tion just  as  they  suffered  in  England  from  the  misapplication  of  the  rate. 
With  respect  to  the  remorselessness  of  the  levy,  I  need  only  observe 
that  it  has  been  wrung  from  the  needy  in  a  far  greater  proportion  than 
from  those  best  able  to  pay  it,  and  by  the  sturdy  beggar  in  a  far  gix?atcr 
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DVODortion  than  by  the  really  destitute.  It  is  undoubted  that  numbers 
S  X  Souring  poor  send  (heir  fa.nilies  to  beg-  as  a  means  of  support- 
ino-  them.  It  is  also  undoubted  that  these  numbers  have  been  continual  y 
on°the  increase.  The  workhouses  have  been  established  with  a  view  to 
put  a  stop  to  this  wholesale  system  of  begging,  which  has  every  year 
been  contributing  more  and  more  to  the  demoralization  of  the  country, 
just  in  the  same  manner  and  by  the  same  means  that  the  wholesale 
system  of  relief  in  England  contributed  to  demoralization  there  You 
may  perhaps  think  that  the  cases  are  not  parallel ;  that  there  relief  was 
administered  in  an  acceptable  form,  so  that  the  labouring  population, 
finding  gradually  that  the  idle  got  as  much  as  the  industrious  began 
by  degrees  to  adopt  improvident  and  careless  habils.  But  is  not  relief 
obtained  by  mendicancy  received  in  an  acceptable  form?  Does  not 
the  be—ar  live  better  than  the  labourer?  Unfortunately,  an  instance 
is  sca^c^ely  ever  known  of  a  family  abandoning  this  horrid  trade  after 
once  resorting  to  it.  It  will  be  said  that  beggars  are  despised,  and 
that  this  will  prevent  their  increase.  The  beggar  has  never  been  sO 
despised  here  as  was  the  parish  pauper  in  England  but  a  very  few 
years  back,  yet  all  this  feeling  was  overcome  because  the  pauper  lived 
better,  and  at  less  trouble  than  the  independent  labourer;  and  the 
same  cause  will  produce  the  same  effect  in  the  one  country  as  in  the 

other.  .  1  1 

It  follows,  then,  that  inasmuch  as  to  receive  the  family  of  a  labourer 
into  the  workhouse  without  actively  pursuing  him  will  tend  to  encourage 
the  practice,  and  as  such  a  practice  would  tend  to  establish  the  very 
evil  in  a  new  form  which  has  already  existed  through  that  Of  men- 
dicancy it  cannot  be  otherwise  than  of  the  first  importance  to  adopt  a 
different  course.  I  will  observe,  that  the  men  who  have  been  in  the  habit 
of  sendinn-  out  their  families  to  beg,  will  have  no  objection  to  sending 
them  into^he  workhouse  for  a  season.  On  the  contrary,  they  will  soon, 
for  the  sake  of  their  children,  very  much  prefer  it,  for  there  the  children 
will  be  well  educated  and  taken  care  of,  whereas  in  begging  through 
the  country  they  are  certain  to  acquire  bad  and  immoral  habits,  and  to 
receive  no  education.  Knowing  the  sacrifices  that  the  poorest  of  ouf 
peasantry  will  so  worthily  make  to  have  their  children  educated,  could 
it  be  supposed  that  they  would  not  use  every  device,  if  permitted,  to 
get  their  children  into  the  workhouse?  The  poor  man  could  have  no 
more  objection  to  sending  his  child  to  the  workhouse  to  be  educated 
than  the  rich  man  to  send  his  to  school.  The  latter  is  in  the  habit  of 
bringing  his  child  home  occasionally  for  the  holidays;  the  former  might 
do  the  same  by  stealth. 

Hoping  that  I  have  convinced  you  of  the  necessity  for  adopting  a 
new  course,  I  append  a  Return,  extracted  from  the  register,  of  the 
names  of  the  women  still  remaining  in  the  house  with  their  children, 
who  have  been  deserted  by  their  husbands,  and  of  the  children  still 
remaining  who  have  been  deserted  by  both  parents.  Into  the  cases  of 
the  many  of  both  these  classes  who  have  lately  left  the  house,  it  is  un- 
necessary now  to  enter,  further  than  to  express  an  earnest  hope  that  if 
they  return  again,  you  will  cause  strict  inquiries  to  be  made  for  those 
who  have  deserted  them  ;  but  I  would  strongly  urge  you  to  take  imme- 
diate proceedings  with  respect  to  the  cases  which  I  have  returned  as 
now  in  the  house,  and  to  examine  the  register  and  relief  list  with  a  view 
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to  ascertain  whether  there  are  not  others  entered,  as  I  have  already 
stated,  either  as  orphans  or  widows,  who  are  in  reality  deserted  by 
those  hable  to  support  them.  You  may  rest  assured,  that  where  you 
countenance  the  maintenance  of  one  family,  on  the  ground  that  \ou 
know  the  head  cannot  support  it,  and  that,  therefore,  by  permitting- 
him  to  remain  out,  there  is  a  saving  to  the  extent  of  his  maintenance" 
you  entail  the  expense  of  the  support  of  many  others  who  come  iii 
under  precisely  the  same  circumstances.  The  Guardians  of  other 
Unions  are  so  convinced  of  this,  that  they  make  every  exertion  to  dis- 
cover such  offenders.  This  has  been  productive  of  the  best  results, 
and  I  know  an  instance  of  the  discovery  and  punishment  of  one  man' 
causing-  no  less  than  seven  women  (some  of  them  registered  as 
"  widows"),  with  their  families,  to  leave  the  house  immediarely.  Many 
Boards  of  Guardians  have  taken  the  trouble  to  ascertain  the  residence 
of  men  who  have  left  their  families  long  since  and  settled  in  Scotland, 
and  have  sent  over  and  had  them  arrested.  You  may  rely  upon  it  that 
the  money  so  spent  will  cause  a  saving'  in  (he  end. 

[See  Table,  p.  287.] 

The  next  point  to  which  I  wish  to  draw  your  attention  is  the  pro- 
ceedings adopted  in  many  electoral  divisions,  where  it  has  been  deter- 
mined, as  it  is  called,  "  to  maintain  their  own  poor,"  that  is,  to  make 
arrangements  for  (heir  support  within  the  division  in  order  to  save  the 
charge  to  which  they  would  be  liable  were  they  to  be  received  into 
the  workhouse. 

The  objection  to  this  course  is,  that  it  tends  to  perpetuate  all  the 
evils  of  mendicancy,  with  its  attendant  frauds,  to  which  I  have  already 
adverted,  and  Ibr  the  suppression  of  which  the  workhouses  have  been 
erected.  There  is  nothing  more  certain  than  that  a  country  cannot 
flourish  where  mendicancy  is  suffered  to  prevail  to  a  great  extent. 

The  mode  of  proceeding  generally  adopted  where  it  is  determined 
"  to  maintain  their  own  poor,"  is  to  hold  a  meeting  of  ratepayers, 
where  a  list  of  the  poor  is  made  out,  and  badges  are  issued  for  them, 
while  a  sort  of  arrangement  is  made  as  to  the  contributions  to  be  given 
in  each  portion  of  the  division  towards  the  support  of  the  persons  so 
badged.  But  nothing  is,  and  nothing  can  be,  done  to  prevent  the  per- 
sons badged  from  going  into  other  districts  besides  those  which  have 
been  allotted  to  them,  and  in  fact  they  always  must  and  will  do  so  in  a 
very  short  time  afier  the  arrangement  has  been  made;  for  all  experi- 
ence tells  us  that  voluntary  contributions  arranged  according  to  the 
means  of  each  individual  (and  they  naturally  are  always  so  arranged) 
never  continue,  because  all  people  will  not  consent  voluntarily  to  contri- 
bute according  to  their  means.  Thus  the  poor  soon  find  that  they 
must  continue  as  heretofore  to  depend  for  support  on  those  who  from 
sympathy  or  fear  will  "  help  "  them,  and  they  spread  themselves  about 
accordingly,  so  that  the  inhabitants  of  neighbouring  electoral  divisions 
are  burdened  with  the  double  tax  of  "  helping  "  the  strange  beggar  at 
their  doors,  while  they  support  those  for  whom  they  are  justly  liable  in 
a  workhouse. 

But  even  were  this  system  not  open  to  the  objection  I  have  just 
stated,  it  is  liable  to  this,  that  there  is  no  security,  nay,  there  is  almost 
a  certainly,  that  the  people  of  the  division  will  not  so  adopt  and  badge 
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Of  deserted  by  their  HusWs  ^it^       Children,  a.d  of  Children 

deserted  by  both  rarems. 


No.  in 
Registry. 


24 
100 
281 
620 
698 

230 
667 
668 

534 

564 

136 
716 
560 


130 

153 

383 

421 

451 

604 

609 

382 

505 

249 

655 

656 

657 

658 

582 

583 

5S4 

585 


Name. 


Electoral  -Divisions 
and  Townland  in  which 
resident. 


No.  of 
Family  in 
Workhouse. 


Susan  Maynes,  deserted  by  Husband  . 
Mary  Dogherty,  ditto 
Catherine  Dunbar,  ditto 
Elizabeth  Hagerty,  ditto 
Mary  Ann  M'Alnum,  ditto  • 
„  „    ^  Deserted  by  Mothers 
Thomas  Hall,        ^^^j^^,  ^^^^  Belfast, 
John  O'Brien,    \  ^^^i^  easily  be 

Mary  O'Brien,  J  ^^^^^^^ 

Mary  Bell,  deserted  by  Husband    .  . 

Jane  M'Gonagle,       ditto  •  • 

Jane  Donnelly,  ditto  .  • 

Mary  Smith,  ditto  .  • 

Francis  Gallagher,  a  child— mother  mar- 
ried to  Michael  M'Anulty,  living  in 
Omagh,  who  is  liable  for  the  desertion 
Margaret  M'Donald,  deserted  by  Husband 
Elizabeth  Downey,  ditto 
Elizabeth  Little,  ditto 
Margaret  M'Elmurry  ditto 
Ann  Campbell,  ditto 
Sarah  Donelly,  ditto 
Elizabeth  Wason  ditto 
Thomas  Moran,  a  deserted  child'    .  . 
Margaret  M'Bride,  deserted  by  Husband 
Margaret  M'  Goliick,  ditto 

I  M'Farlands,  deserted  by  Father     .  . 


^M'Conoways,  deserted  by  Father 


Omagh,  Lisnamallard 
, ,    Omagh  . 
, ,    Omagh  .  . 

Creevnagh  . 
, ,  Carnabracken 

.... 
, ,  .... 

Mountjoy  Forest  East, 

Carnouy. 
Mountjoy  ForestWest 

Lisnacreight. 
Dunbreen,  Teercur  . 

, ,  Tattynure. 
Killyclogher  .    .  . 


Camowen,  Arvalee 

Donaghauie 
Garvaghy. 
Galbally  . 
Camowen, 
Beeragh,  Beeraj^h  . 
MuUagheru,  Cloghog 
, ,         Deer  Park 
Cl?,nabogan  . 

, ,  Tattykeel 


5  5 
3  } 
>  ) 
)  ) 


Loughmuck,  Dunwish 


Total 


3 
4 
5 
5 
3 

1 
2 

3 

5 

7 
3 
1 


3 
2 
3 
3 
4 
3 
7 
1 
4 
7 
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all  the  poor  for  whom  they  are  justly  liable.  In  administering  relief 
there  is  nolhino-  so  difficult  as  to  decide  in  some  complex  cases  to  what 
particular  electoral  division  a  pauper  should  be  charged ;  but  at  the 
Board  of  Guardians  there  is  naturally  a  majority  of  unbiassed  judges, 
whereas  at  the  meetings  in  electoral  divisions  held  for  the  purpose  of 
badgiiig  the  poor,  those  who  are  supi)osed  to  lielong  to  some  other 
locality  will  be  simply  refused  a  badge,  though  they  might,  and  would, 
in  all  probability,  receive  a  similar  refusal  elsewhere. 

It  is  to  liuard  against  such  cases  of  extreme  hardship,  wliich  I  know 
to  have  occurred,  and  to  protect  the  electoral  divisions  where  the  people 
do  not  attempt  to  defeat  the  law,  that  I  would  recommend  you  to  take 
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Measures  to  let  (he  people  know  that  you  are  prepared  to  admit  all 
applicants  who  come  before  you,  subject  to  the  limitations  as  to  families 
provided  by  luw. 

I  will  proceed  now  to  the  explanation  of  the  second  abstract,  relating 
to  the  finances  of  tlie  Union.  On  one  side  of  the  abstract  is  exhibited 
the  amount  at  which  the  property  in  each  electoral  division  is  rated,  the 
amount  of  rate  thereon,  the  amount  which  has  been,  and  the  amount 
remaining  to  be  collected.  On  the  other  side  is  shown,  besides  the 
money  thus  obtained  by  rate,  the  amonnt  of  receipts,  if  any,  from  other 
sources,  such  as  the  repayment  of  relief  by  way  of  loan,  or  receipts 
from  pensioners  for  the  maintenance  of  their  families.  It  will  be  per- 
ceived ihat  there  have  been  two  receipts  of  this  latter  description.  Next 
is  set  forth  the  charges  made  against  each  electoral  division  for  the 
maintenance  of  paupers,  for  the  proportion  of  the  establishment  charges, 
and  for  election  and  other  expenses,  such  as  the  burial  of  paupers,  &c., 
and  finally  the  balance  in  favour  of  or  against  each  division. 

In  the  first  abstract  is  contained,  besides  the  names  of  the  different 
Union  officers  and  the  amounts  of  their  respective  salaries,  a  statement 
of  the  average  weekly  cost  per  head  for  food  and  clothing  of  each 
pauper.  This  amonnt  is  obtained  in  respect  of  food,  by  dividing  the 
cost  of  the  provisions  and  necessaries  consumed  by  the  collective  num- 
ber of  days  of  which  there  have  been  paupers  in  the  house.  The  charge 
for  clothing  is  determined  by  an  estimate  of  the  wear  and  tear  of  the 
articles  in  use.  A  quantity  of  clothing  and  bedding  has  been  procured, 
sufficient  for  the  full  number  of  paupers  that  the  house  is  calculated  to 
contain,  the  cost  of  which  amounts  to  891/.  10s.  Id.  Of  this  a  portion 
has  not,  of  course,  been  taken  into  wear  at  all,  as  the  house  has  not 
been  full.  It  has  been  calculated  that  on  an  average  the  bedding  will 
last  from  three  to  four  years,  and  the  clothing  from  eighteen  months  to 
two  years,  and  thus  a  proportion  of  the  cost  price  of  the  articles  that 
have  been  in  wear,  taken  according  to  their  estimated  duration,  being 
brought  into  one  sum,  has  been  divided,  as  in  the  case  of  food,  by  the 
collective  number  of  days  of  which  there  have  been  paupers  in  the 
house,  which  gives  a  per  head  per  day  charge  for  each  pauper.  This 
charge  is  then  carried  against  each  electoral  division,  according  to  the 
number  of  paupers  and  the  number  of  days  (hat  each  has  been  in  the 
house. 

The  charge  for  food  embraces  the  cost  of  all  necessaries,  such  as 
coals,  candles,  soap,  straw,  &c.  In  the  article  of  cools  there  has  been 
a  great  expenditure.  This  must  always  be  expected  on  the  first  occu- 
pation of  any  nevvly-built  house,  but  especially  a  workhouse,  where  so 
many  people  are  suddenly  collected  together,  and  being  without  any 
organization,  are  often  guilty  of  waste,  in  a  manner  which  would  be 
punished  afterwards,  bui  in  a  newly-built  and  newly-organized  house, 
wliere  the  responsibility  of  different  people  has  not  been  established, 
this  cannot  be  done.  Jn  (he  article  of  buttermilk,  the  high  amount  of 
the  contract  has  contributed  materially  to  increase  the  expense  of  main- 
tenance ;  the  price,  which  is  }s.  6d.  for  every  20  quarts,  being  one- 
third  more  than  might  reasonably  be  expected,  and  for  which  contracts 
are  on  the  average  obtained  elsewhere.  The  total  cost  of  provisions 
and  necessaries  consumed  amounts  to  978/.  Os.  yd.  The  charge  of  3d. 
per  head  per  day  for  each  pauper  amounts  to  988/.  1^.  which  leaves 
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a  balance  of  10/.  0^.  3d.  to  be  carried  to  the  credit  of  ihe  account  for 
fhrnresent  iialf  year.  The  estimated  cost  of  the  wear  and  tear  of 
IthC  amou  s^o  164^.  13..  6d.  The  charge  of  id  per  head  per 
davt  caTh  pauper  exactly  meets  this  amount,  and  the  two  charges 
Carrie?  o  t  ^^^^^^^  1^'  ^1^"  t—t 
:%rrt";rX;^TK.  6..  for  dothlng,  dedn^ed  from 
SQlTlO..  7ci,  the  cost  of  the  supply  in  the  house,  leaves  a  balance  of 
796  17'  Ic/.  for  which  there  is  no  corresponding  charge  yet  made 
ao-ai^;st  the  el  ctoral  divisions.  This  balance  is,  I  conceive,  equal  to 
the  vah.e  of  the  stock  in  hand ;  but  I  draw  your  attention  to  it,  to  ex 
plain  the  reason  for  the  credits  exhibited  in  the  abstract  not  agreeing 
with  the  sum  actually  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer.  _ 

The  charge  for  the  establishment  is  like  that  for  rnamtenance,  but 
to  a  far  greater  extent  higher  than  may  be  anticipated  in  future.  In 
this  charge  is  included  the  general  expenses  for  two  elections  of 
Guardians,  the  salary  of  the  clerk  from  the  formation  of  he  Union, 
the  greater  portion  of  the  expense  of  the  valuation,  and  of  the  furnish- 
inn-  and  filting-np  of  the  workhouse,  and  providing  it  with  the  necessary 
utensils.  None  of  these  expenses  can  in  future  be  incurred  in  anythmg 
like  so  ffi-eat  a  proportion  in  any  one  half-year. 

For  your  satisfaction  I  have  extracted  the  difFeren  bills,  and  made 
the  following  Abstract,  showing  the  different  heads  of  expenditure 
included  in  the  charge /or  the  establishment:—  ^  ^ 

Salary  of  returning  officer  for  the  two  years,  and  other  34  15  7 
expenses  of  election  of  Guardians,  chargeable  on  the 

Union  at  large.                            ^  inn    n  0 

Clerk's  salary  since  formation  of  Union      .        .  252  15  8 

Valuation  expenses  ^  „ 

Advertising,  printing,  books,  stationery,  postage,  &c.     .  " 

Making  out  collecting  books   29  18  2 

School  books 

Furniture   i4o  7 

Utensils   Is  IS 

Medicines   15  is  2 

Hospital  and  surgery  requisites  .                        •,  « 

Maintenance  of  officers  in  workhouse  hefore  regularly  IS  lb  U 

opened.  . 

Officers'  salaries      •   o    R  k 

Porter's  clothing   T    n  n 

Plumber   q  in  i 

Sundry  repairs  of  locks,  keys,  &c   c  in  in 

Stones  and  sand   A    ^  0 

Sundry  incidental  expenses   6  17  3 

Insurance   or    a  a 

Interest   »  'i 


1058  3 

Balance  to  he  carried  to  next  half-year        .    11  18  2 

£1070    1  8i 

The  charge  for  the  establishment  is,  you  are  aware,  borne  by  each 
electoral  division  according  to  its  valuation  ;  accordingly  3|rf.  per  pound 
on  the  valuation  of  each  electoral  division  produces  1070/.  1..  Strf., 
which  being  more  by  11/.  18..  2d.  than  the  actual  outlay,  the  balance 
goes  to  the°credit  of  the  account  for  the  present  half-year. 
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Having  thus  given  you  an  explanation  of  the  abstract,  and  of  tl.e 
different  accounts  from  which  it  has  been  talcen,  I  would  ben;  of  you  to 
examme  them  attentively,  when  I  am  sure  you  will  be  convinced  that 
there  is  every  reason  to  look  with  confidence  to  the  future  expenditure 
of  the  Union.  It  is  clear  that  to  prepare  a  valuation  of  so  large  a 
Union,  to  defray  the  ordinary  and  current  expenses  attendant  on  your 
proceedings  for  very  nearly  three  years,  and  to  supply  such  an  establish- 
ment as  a  workhouse,  with  every  requisite  of  clothing  and  utensils 
and  with  a  great  portion  of  the  furniture,  requires  a  considerable 
outlay.  Persons  not  taking  these  things  into  consideration  may  feel 
apprehensive  of  the  burden  likely  to  be  created,  when  they  hear  that  so 
much  of  the  first  rate  has  been  expended  ;  but  if  they  consider  these 
points,  and  calculate  what  the  future  expenditure  is  likely  to  be,  they 
will,  I  have  no  doubt,  take  a  more  favourable  view,  and  look  with  con- 
fidence to  the  result. 

I  have  the  honour,  &c., 

Charles  S.  Clemknts, 
To  Assistant  Poor  Law  Commissioner  and  Auditor. 

The  Chairman  and  Board  of  Guardians 
of  the  Omagh  Union. 


XI. — Report  on  the  Audit  of  the  Accounts  of  the  Clonmel  Union, 
to  29th  Sept.,  1841.— By  John   O' D on oguve,  Esq.,  Assistant 
Commissioner  and  Auditor, 
Gentlemen,  Kilkenny,  SO th  December,  1841. 

Having  been  appointed,  by  an  Order  of  the  Poor  Law  Com- 
missioners, bearing  date  the  11th  of  November,  1841,  auditor  for  the 
Union  of  Clonmel,  I  beg  leave,  for  the  information  of  your  Board,  to 
state  that  on  the  23rd  of  the  same  month  I  entered  on  the  discharge 
of  the  duties  thus  confided  to  me.  These  occupied  a  period  of  three 
days,  and  I  proceed  to  lay  the  result  before  you. 

The  Order  of  the  Commissioners  for  the  government  of  the  work- 
house, and  for  keeping  and  auditing  the  Union  accounts,  requiring  that 
abstracts  of  these  and  of  the  number  of  paupers  relieved,  and^other 
particulars  relating  thereto,  should  be  kept  in  prescribed  forms,  it  may 
be  advisable  to  offer  some  explanation  as  to  their  nature  and  object. 
This  I  purpose  to  do,  referring  you  to  the  abstracts  themselves,  copies 
of  which  are  required  to  be  furnished  to  every  member  of  your  Board, 
for  further  information. 

The  first  of  these  abstracts.  Form  4,  exhibits  a  tabular  view  in  de- 
tail of  the  number  of  paupers  relieved  in  the  workhouse  for  (he  period 
comprised  between  the  1st  of  January  (the  date  of  declaration  of  the 
U  nion  workhouse)  and  the  29th  of  September  of  the  current  year. 
This  is  compiled  from- the  weekly  relief  lists  and  the  register,  and 
shows  the  numbers  charged  to  each  of  the  electoral  divisions  of  the 
Union,  while  at  foot  appear  the  numbers  charged  to  the  Union  at 
large,  being  those  who  have  not  been  stated  in  the  register  to  have 
been  resident  within  any  particular  electoral  division,  ai>reeably  to  the 
44th  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Act.  The  total  of  such  persons 
so  charged  to  the  Union  at  large,  together  with  those  chargeable  to  the 
several  electoral  divisions,  amounting  to  998,  should  correspond  with 
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the  number  in  the  register,  which  is,  however,  1003  Th|s  discrepaney 
is  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  some  paupers  seelong  the  benefit  ot 
the  institution  ha/e,  after  admission  and  the  entry  of  their  names  on 
the  register,  declined  to  accept  of  the  reUef  sought.  I  notice  the  dis- 
crepancy for  the  purpose  of  stating  the  reasons  offered  in  explanation. 

In  this  abstract  will  also  be  found  the  average  weekly  cost  per  head 
for  feeding  and  clothing  the  inmates.    This  is  as  follows  :— 


s.  d. 

For  food       .      ..        •        •    ^  !f 


Clothing       .        .        •       .  0 


Total         .        .  .18 

This,  supposing  the  workhouse  to  be  full,  would  amount  to  2600/. 
per  annum  for  the  support  of  600  inmates,  the  number  for  which  the 
house  has  been  prepared,  while  the  rate  at  bd.  for  each  half-year  on 
the  net  annual  value  of  the  property  rated  to  the  relief  of  the  poor 
would  produce  a  sum,  per  annwm,  of  3762^.,  showing  that  while  the 
price  of  provisions  remains  tolerably  steady,  the  funds  of  the  Union  are 
adequate  to  the  demands  likely  to  be  made  on  them. 

The  names,  offices,  and  salaries  of  the  respective  Union  officers  are 
also  exhibited  in  this  abstract.  The  salaries  amount  to  a  sum  of  332/., 
beino-  about  one-sixth  of  the  total  income  of  the  Union,  as  stated  m 
the  7th  column  of  the  abstract.  Form  b,  wherein  it  is  set  dowi>  as 
1957Z.  18s.  9d.  Of  this  sum,  however,  100/.  has  been  the  produce  of 
a  o-rand  jury  presentment,  which  will  not  be  any  more  available. 
Taking,  however,  the  sum  above  mentioned  as  the  annual  income  at 
the  raie  of  bd.  in  the  pound,  and  which  appears  to  be  about  3762/., 
and  comparing  therewith  the  salaries  of  the  workhouse  officers,  it  will 
appear  that  these  latter  do  not  amount  to  one-eleventh  part  of  the 
year's  income,  leaving  the  great  bulk  of  the  Union  income  available 
for  the  beneficent  purpose  to  which  it  was  intended  by  the  legislature, 
and  which  I  am  sure  your  best  exertions  will  be  directed  to  attain. 

I  cannot  conclude  my  notice  of  the  entries  contained  in  this  abstract 
whhout  offering  you  my  congratulations  on  that  part  of  it  which  shows 
the  number  of  deaths  which  have  taken  place  in  a  period  of  nine 
months.  These  are  46,  the  admissions  being  998,  that  is,  a  rate  of 
mortality  less  than  five  per  cent.  When  the  misery  and  destitution  is 
considered  of  those  for  whose  rehef  the  legislature  has  interfered,  the 
foregoing  statement  cannot  but  reflect  great  credit  on  those  gentlemen 
by  whom  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Act  is  administered  in  the  Union  of 
Clonmel.  It  affords  me  the  greatest  satisfaction  to  be  enabled  to  lay 
such  results  of  your  administration  before  the  Commissioners  and  the 
public  at  large. 

The  abstract,  Form  5  a,  exhibits  the  net  annual  value  of  each 
electoral  division,  with  the  amount  of  rate  computed  thereon  at  bd.  in 
the  pound,  together  with  the  amount  of  rate  collected,  and  the  balances 
of  rate  uncollected,  in  each  such  division  of  the  Union.  It  will  be 
seen  at  foot  thereof  that  the  net  annual  value  of  the  whole  Union 
amounts  to  90,299/.  19^.  ll^d. 
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£.  s.  d. 

Rale  thereon  at  5rf.  in  the  pound        .        .     1,881  3  1 
Of  which  was  collected  on  the  29th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1841        ....    1,811  13  9 


Leavinji-  an  uncollected  balance  of        .      £69    9  4 

Of  this  dejicil  the  greater  part  occurs  in  the  electoral  division  of 
Clonmel,  amounting  to  46/.  \9s.  6d.,  and  is  thus  accounted  for  :— 

£.  s.  d. 

1.  Rate  on  public  buildings      .        .        ,  12  11  3f 

2.  Ditto  on  houses  unoccupied  when  rate  was 

made   12  16  lO^ 

3.  Ditto  on  houses  unoccupied  after  rate  was 

made   7    6  iO| 

4.  Ditto  on  houses  down  since  .        .        .  2  17  2f 

5.  Ditto  on  tenements  not  found  by  collector  3    6  9f 

6.  Ditto  on  pauper  tenements    .        .        .  3  16  8 

7.  Ditto  recoverable        .        ,        .        .  3.4 


8,  Ditto  fractions  of  Id.,  not  exceeding  Jd.  .         0  19  0^ 

Total       .        .        .        .    £46  19  6 

The  balance  of  the  deficit,  namely,  22/.  9s.  1  Od.,  will  be  found  to  be  the 
sum  uncollected  in  the  rural  electoral  divisions  of  the  Union.  In  those 
of  Templeetny,  Lisronagh,  Killaloan,  and  Rathgormack,  respectively, 
the  arrears  are  under  1/.  each.  With  respect,  however,  to  the  arrears 
in  the  Clonmel  division,  some  remarks  appear  necessary.  In  the 
item  No.  1  of  the  above  list,  it  is  doubtful,  in  the  present  state  of  the 
law,  whether  any  rate  can  be  obtained.  At  the  instance  of  your  Board, 
the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  obtained  the  opinion  of  the  late  Solicitor- 
General  as  to  the  liability  of  the  landlords  of  such  hereditaments,  and 
that  learned  gentleman  was  of  opinion  that,  however  equitable  the 
liability  of  the  landlord  may  be,  the  legislature  had  omitted  to  make 
provision  for  such  cases.  The  point  is  of  general  importance,  and,  if 
this  construction  be  right,  can  only  be  remedied  by  the  interposition  of 
the  legislature. 

The  cases  under  the  head  No.  2,  do  not  appear  to  have  come  within 
the  application  of  the  71st  section,  and,  as  there  was  no  occupier, 
should  not  have  been  rated  at  all  until  occupancy  should  have  taken 
place. 

With  respect  to  the  arrears  under  head  No.  3,  it  should  seem  that 
want  of  occupancy,  subsequent  to  the  rate  being  made,  does  not  amount 
to  a  ground  of  exemption  if  the  tenements  were  occupied  and  rated  at 
any  one  time.  In  the  concluding  part  of  the  71st  section  it  is  distinctly 
stated  that  the  rate  shall  be  recoverable  from  succeeding  occupiers  on 
the  default  of  (he  person  first  rated.  The  law  thus  imposes  the  obliga- 
tion on  the  succeeding  occupier  of  paying  the  rate,  and  it  imposes 
on  him,  for  the  benefit  of  the  public,  the  duty  of  vigilance,  should  he  he 
indisposed  to  exert  tliis  quality  in  his  own  behalf. 

As  to  the  arrears  stated  in  Nos.  4  and  5,  the  collectors  should  be  made 
to  note  accurately  what  tenements  are  ruinous,  and  in  what  localities 
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those  houses  are  supposed  to  exist  which  they  cannot  find.  Indeed,  I 
think  a  reference  should  be  had  by  them  to  the  valuators  whose  entries 
they  copy  into  their  rale-collecting  books. 

Referring-  to  the  class  of  arrears  in  No.  6,  the  72nd  section  of  the 
Act  of  Parliament  was  framed  with  the  view  of  meeting  such  and  the 
like  cases  by  enabling  the  landlord  of  such  tenants  to  undertake  the 
payment  of  the  rate  on  condition  of  receiving  a  rebate  of  10  per  cent. 

This  arrangement  would  be  desirable,  but  it  can  be  accomplished 
only  by  the  written  consent  of  parties,  a  consent,  too,  requiring  the 
sanction  of  the  Board  of  Guardians. 

The  arrears  under  the  eighth  head  seem  inevitable.  It  might  be 
judicious  for  the  future  to  omit  any  lesser  fraction  of  one  penny  than 
the  half  in  calculating  the  rate. 

On  the  whole,  it  would  seem  that  the  items  Nos.  3  and  7  are  the 
part  of  the  deficiency  (amounting  together  to  10/.  lis.  7rf.)  which  might, 
by  diligence,  have  been  recovered.  It  is,  nevertheless,  creditable  to 
the  rate-payers  of  the  division  that  only  such  a  small  sum  remained  un- 
paid out  of  803/.  17s.  \d.,  the  total  amount  of  rate  payable. 

The  second  part  of  the  abstract  now  under  consideration,  namely,  5  6, 
shows  the  receipts  and  expenditure  on  account  of  each  electoral  division. 
With  respect  to  the  receipts,  the  principal  source  of  income  must  ob- 
viously be  considered  that  of  the  poor  rate  itself  A  column  is  prepared 
in  this  part  of  the  abstract  for  the  insertion  of  any  repayments  of  relief 
by  way  of  loan,  and  in  relation  to  this,  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  inform  you 
that  the  legislature  has  created  certain  liabilities  wliich  you  will  find  enu- 
taerated  in  the  54ih.  56th,  and  57th  sections  of  the  Poor  Law  Act,  to 
which  J  beg  to  direct  yuur  serious  attention,  as  cases  may  arise  in  which 
relief  may  have  been  afforded  by  your  Board  to  the  destitute  relatives  of 
persons  able  to  support  them,  or  at  least  to  contribute  to  their  support, 
which  it  is  only  justice  to  the  rate-payers  should  be,  when  possible, 
refunded.  It  does  not  appear  that  up  to  the  29th  of  September  any 
receipts  have  been  made  available  from  this  source.  Under  the  head 
of  "  Other  Receipts  "  is  distributer!,  among  the  electoral  divisions,  i^a 
sum  of  146/.  5s.,  being  the  amount  ol  the  presentment  of  100/.  made 
by  the  grand  jury  before,  but  payable  after,  the  declaration  of  the  work- 
house, and  a  sum  of  46/.  5s.  received  for  offal. 

The  other  part  of  this  abstract.  Form  bb,  contains,  under  three 
heads,  the  particulars  of  the  expenditure  of  each  electoral  division. 
These  are, — 

1.  Clothing  and  maintenance  of  paupers,  including  those 

chargeable  to  the  Union  at  large. 

2.  Establishment  charges. 

3.  Valuation,  law,  and  other  expenses. 

With  reference  to  the  first  of  these  heads,  the  Board  of  Guardians 
is  obliged,  by  the  44th  section  of  the  Act,  to  compute  and  charge 
against  each  electoral  division  the  cost  of  relief  afforded  to  such  paupers 
as  shall  be  slated  in  the  register  to  have  been  resident  in  each  electoral 
division. 

This  computation  is  made  by  reference  to  the  Weekly  Relief  List 
and  Abstract,  Forms  10  a,  and  10  6,  and  the  Provision  Check  Account, 
Form  11.  From  these  will  appear  how  many  days  each  pauper  has 
been  in  the  workhouse,  and  the  consequent  liability  of  each  electoral 
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division.  In  this  first  column  is  also  included  against  each  electoral 
division  the  proportion  which  it  is  liable  to  bear  of  the  clothing  and 
maintenance  of  those  paupers  who  are  not  stated  in  the  Register  to 
belong  to  any  particular  division,  calculated  on  the  principle  by  which 
other  establishment  charges  are  computed,  namely,  Ihe  7iet  annual  value 
or  rate  of  each  electoral  division.  It  is  my  duty  to  state  that,  to  the 
vigilance  of  your  Finance  Committee  is  to  be  attributed  the  detection 
of  an  error  inadvertently  committed  by  your  clerk,  a  very  meritorious 
officer,  in  computing  the  liability  of  each  division  under  this  head  of 
charge,  by  which  the  rural  divisions  were  to  some  extent  overcharged, 
but  which  has  been  since  rectified,  and  the  proper  liability  computed 
and  included  under  this  head.  I  have  satisfied  myself  that  the  other 
average  computations  made  by  the  officer  are  correct,  and  when  it  is 
considered'that  his  computations  were  made  without  the  assistance  of  a 
ready-reckoner,  some  idea  of  the  labour  undergone  by  him  may  be 
formed.  Indeed  I  consider  that  it  would  be  advisable  that  a  copy  of 
the  Union  Ready-reckoner,  which  I  possess,  should  be  procured  for  the 
use  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  as  it  would  greatly  facilitate  computa- 
tion and  save  much  tim^and  trouble. 

Under  the  second  head  of  expenditure  are  included  the  salaries  of 
officers,  the  cost  of  fittings,  furniture,  bedding,  &c.,  computed  and 
charged  to  the  electoral  divisions  in  proportion  to  the  net  annual  value 
of  their  respective  properties.  It  is  obvious  that  this  is  a  head  of  ex- 
pense more  liable  to  diminution  than  increase,  as  it  is  for  the  supply  of 
articles  of  a  description  not  likely  to  require  immediate  renewal. 

The  third  head  of  charge  is  for  valuation,  law,  and  other  expenses. 
These,  too,  are  items,  particularly  the  first,  which  are  not  likely  to  arise 
to  a  similar  amount  for  the  future. 

The  last  column  of  this  part  of  the  Abstract  exhibits  the  balances 
against  each  electoral  division.  These,  if  we  except  that  against  the 
division  of  Clonmel,  are  not  considerable.  It  is  to  be  borne  in  mind, 
however,  that  the  Board  of  Guardians  having  commenced  the  adminis- 
tration of  relief  on  the  first  day  of  this  year,  have  had  to  maintain  the 
establishment  for  a  period  of  nine  months  on  a  rate  Jive-pence  in  the 
pound.  The  Guardians,  in  the  exercise  of  the  extensive  powers  con- 
ferred on  them  by  the  6Ist  section  of  the  Poor  Law  Act,  might 
have  made  another  rate  within  that  period;  but  considering  the 
expenses  which  would  have  b^en  incurred  in  making  out  new  rate- 
books and  rate-collecting  books,  and  taking  into  account  the  newness 
of  the  law,  and  the  consequent  inexperience  of  parties  engaged  in  its 
administration,  it  was,  under  all  circumstances,  perhaps,  the  more  ad- 
visable course  to  carry  over  the  broken  period  intervening  between  the 
date  of  declaration  of  the  workhouse  and  the  25th  of  March,  the  com- 
mencement of  the  Poor  Law  year,  to  the  end  of  the  1st  half-year,  the 
29lh  of  September,  to  which  the  accounts  are  made  up.  This  con- 
juncture of  circumstances  has,  however,  left  the  electoral  divisions  of 
"the  Union  in  debt  to  the  treasurer,  and  rendered  it  necessary  for  your 
Board  to  make  a  rate  of  7^d.  in  the  pound  to  meet  its  engagements,  an 
exigency  not  likely  to  occur  again. 

While  on  this  subject,  it  is  important  that  I  should  call  your  atten- 
tion to  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  52nd  section  of  the  Act.  This  em- 
phatically and  by  negative  terms  prevents  either  the  Commissioners  or 
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Guardians  from  applying  directly  or  indirectly,  any  money  raised  under 
the  Authority  of  this  Act  to  any  purpose  not  expressly  provided  for  by 
the  Act.  Taking  this  section  in  connexion  with  those  authorizing'  the 
Guardians  to  borrow  money  and  to  charge  the  future  rates  with  its  re- 
payment, and  which  are  enumerated  in  the  note  to  the  89th  section 
of  the  Act,  it  will  appear  that  no  legal  authority  exists  for  borrowing 
money  from  your  treasurer  for  the  support  of  the  poor  of  the  Union, 
and  that  the  only  course  open  to  you  is,  to  make  the  estimate  of  pro- 
bable expenditure  pointed  out  in  section  3,  paragraph  7,  of  the  Com- 
missioners' Order  regulating  the  meetings  of  your  Board.  This  is  a 
course  dictated  as  well  by  prudence  as  by  law ;  and  there  are  not  want- 
ing, upon  general  principles,  decisions  showing  the  illegality  of  public 
officers  anticipating  by  their  expenditure  the  income  of  future  years. 
But,  however  just  these  observations  may  in  general  appear,  they  are 
scarcely,  if  at  all,  necessary  to  be  addressed  to  you,  who  have  testified 
your  approbation  of  the  principle  upon  which  they  are  founded,  by 
making  your  second  rate  large  enough  to  meet  your  expected  liabilities. 
These,  perhaps,  can  in  no  case  be  accurately  estimated  ;  and,  accord- 
ingly, the  paragraph  in  the  Commissioners'  Order,  to  which  I  have 
referred,  provides,  that  in  case  the  actual  expense  during  any  half-year 
shall  exceed  the  estimated  amount,  the  Guardians  may  provide  for 
such  deficiency  by  making  a  supplemental  rate,  or  by  providing  for  it  in 
the  estimate  of  the  succeeding  half-year.  By  virtue  of  the  permission, 
thus  of  necessity  given,  I  have  felt  bound  (in  the  absence  of  any  ob- 
jections from  the  rate-payers)  to  allow  the  treasurer's  charge  for  a 
small  sum  due  for  interest. 

Before  I  conclude  the  consideration  of  the  abstracts  of  your  accounts 
and  the  disbursements,  I  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  what  appears  an 
irregularity  in  the  mode  of  conducting  business  relating  to  contracts, 
and  this  is  the  non-production  of  invoices  by  the  several  contractors,  or 
some  of  them  at  least.  The  course  pointed  out  by  the  Commissioners 
for  conducting  this  very  important  branch  of  Poor  Law  administration 
requires  that  the  auditor  should  have  before  him  for  each  transaction — 

1.  The  Guardians'  resolution  in  minute-book  ordering  the  goods 
required  for  the  workhouse. 

2.  The  Order  itself  duly  signed  and  countersigned,  the  clerk  retain- 
ing the  counterpart. 

3.  The  invoice,  which,  when  compared  with  the  goods  which  it 
should  accompany,  should  be  signed  by  the  master  and  given  to  the 
clerk. 

4.  The  tradesman's  or  contractor's  bill,  which  should  always  be  ac- 
companied with  the  order  to  supply;  these,  on  comparison  with  the  in- 
voices, to  be  signed  by  the  chairman  of  the  Finance  Committee  on  being- 
found  correct. 

5.  Resolution  ordering  payment,  and 

6.  Receipt  for  same. 

Of  these  documents  I  have  found  the  invoices  often  wanting,  and  I 
am  informed  that  in  some  cases  it  is  not  the  course  or  practice  of  trades- 
men to  supply  them.  For  instance,  it  is  stated  that  the  contractors  for 
the  supply  of  potatoes  send  them  to  the  workhouse  to  be  weighed,  and, 
of  course,  can  send  no  invoice  with  them.  To  obviate  this  difliculty  I 
would  recommend  the  adoption  of  a  printed  form  of  invoice,  leaving 
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blanks  for'  the  nature  and  quality  of  the  article  to  be  supplied,  which 
should  be  filled  up  by  the  master,  and  signed  by  the  contractor  or  his 
servant.  This  could  be  done  in  all  cases  in  which  the  contractors 
themselves  had  not  furnished  invoices,  and  it  seems  to  be  a  necessary 
security  in  the  deahngs  of  the  Board,  affording  the  readiest  means  of 
checking  the  contractor's  bill,  and  securing  a  proper  examination  of  the 
quantity  and  quality  of  the  goods  supplied. 

As  connected  with  the  abstracts  of  the  Union  accounts,  I  beg  to 
state,  that  on  comparing  the  treasurer's  book  with  the  credit  receipts  for 
rates  lodged,  I  found  a  few  irregularities,  not  however  of  a  serious 
nature,  as  they  have  not  led  to  any  practical  inconvenience.  They  are 
as  follows ; — 

1.  An  entry  of  7/.  lis.  Id.  to  the  credit  of  the  Clonmel  electoral 
division,  which  should  have  been  put  to  that  of  New  Chapel. 

2.  A  sum  of  121.  Is.  Id.  entered  to  the  credit  of  Killaloau,  which 
should  be  only  1/.  18^.  5c?. 

3.  A  sum  of  39/.  12s.  8d.  is  entered  to  the  credit  of  Inislonaghty 
electoral  division  under  date  of  12th  of  March,  1841,  while  the  credit 
receipt  for  same  bears  date  15th  March,  1841.  I  am  certain  it  is 
necessary  only  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  treasurer  to  these  inadver- 
tencies to  prevent  their  future  recurrence. 

The  several  books  required  to  be  kept  by  the  officers  of  the  work- 
house I  have  found  correct.  Some  slight  irregularities  occurred  in 
making  the  entries  at  the  commencement  of  the  administration  of 
relief,  which  were  necessarily  attendant  on  transforming  the  House  of 
Industry  into  the  Union  workhouse.  These  have  been  by  degrees 
remedied,  and  are  not  likely  to  occur  for  the  future. 

While  on  this  subject  I  desire  to  state  that,  in  examining  the 
abstract.  Form  4,  and  the  mode  adopted  to  prepare  and  fill  it  up,  I 
found  that  much  labour  would  be  obviated  by  having  a  book  headed 
in  some  such  manner  as  the  Abstract  itself,  on  reference  to  which  the 
numbers  and  classes  of  paupers  might  be  seen  at  any  time.  This 
might  be  kept  for  every  week,  and  Wf)uld  greatly  facilitate  the  prepara- 
tion for  the  half-yearly  audit,  as  well  as  enable  the  Board  of  Guardians 
to  supply  any  information  which  might  be  required  by  the  Legislature 
or  the  Government.  I  am  indebted  for  the  suggestions  to  my 
colleague,  Mr.  Hall,  who  has  pressed  the  subjecton  the  attention  of 
the  Dublin  Boards,  and  whose  abilities  and  experience  are  entitled  to 
great  consideration. 

Having  thus  concluded  stich  observations  as  appear  to  me  necessary 
on  (he  absiracis  of  the  Union  accounts,  I  feel  much  pleasure  in 
informing  your  Board  that  1  have  found  vouchers  for  every  item  of 
your  expenditure  from  the  formation  of  your  Union  to  the  29th  Sep- 
tember last,  tiie  date  to  which  the  audit  reaches.  I  cannot,  upon  the 
best  consideration  1  have  been  able  to  afford  to  the  subject,  state  that  I 
was  called  on  to  exercise  any  of  the  powers  conferred  by  the  95th 
section  of  the  Act  in  disallowing  or  reducing  any  of  the  items  of  the 
several  charges.  This  state  of  the  accounts  reflects  great  credit  on  the 
very  efficient  Finance  Committee  to  wiiom  you  have  intrusted  the 
serious  and  important  duty  of  examining  into  the  details  of  your  ex- 
pencJiture,  and  they  are  eminently  entitled  to  the  thanks  of  your 
Board. 
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I  cannot  conclude  this  Report  without  bearing  testimony  to  the  zeal 
and  abilities  of  your  clerk  in  the  dischargft  of  the  duties  pertaining;  to 
his  office ;  and  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  the  books  in  his  charge  as 
the  proof,  if,  indeed,  any  were  wanted  by  you. 

I  have  the  honour,  &c., 

John  O'Donoghue, 
To  Assistant  Poor  Law  Commissioner  and  Auditor. 

The  Guardians  of  the  Poor  of  the  CLonmel  Union. 


XII. — Report  on  the  Audit  of  the  Accounts  of  the  Gorey  Union, 
to  Lady-day,  1842. — By   Richard  M.  Muogeridge,  Esq., 
Assistant  Commissioner  and  Auditor. 
Gentlemen,  Westmount,  30th  April,  1842, 

In  the  exercise  of  my  duty  as  Auditor  of  your  Union,  I  have  com- 
pleted my  examination  and  audit  of  the  accounts  and  expenditure  of 
the  Union  from  the  date  of  its  declaration  by  the  Poor  Law  Commis- 
sioners (14th  December,  1839)  to  the  25th  March  in  the  present  year; 
and  I  now  purpose  laying  before  you  such  an  analysis  of  them  as  will, 
I  trust,  enable  each  member  of  the  Board  fully  to  comprehend,  in  the 
minutest  particular,  the  application  made  of  the  funds  collected  as  poor 
rate,  and  the  special  purposes  and  objects  to  which  they  have  been  ap- 
plied •  as  well  as  the  manner  in  which  it  has  been  attempted  to  carry 
out  the  provisions  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Act  in  the  Union  of 
Gorey. 

I  deem  such  an  exposition  of  your  affairs  as  justly  due  to  a  Board  of 
Guardians,  who,  by  unceasing  attention  to  and  perseverance  in  the  per- 
formance of  their  onerous  duties,  have  evinced  an  ardent  desire  to  give 
the  most  practical  efficacy  to  the  beneficent  objects  of  the  Legislature; 
and  I  hope  such  a  course  will  not  be  without  its  advantage,  as  enabling 
each  of  you  individually  to  explain  in  detail  to  the  rate-payers,  whose 
interests  you  represent,  the  mode  in  which  you  have  performed  the 
trust  confided  to  you. 

The  first  (and  certainly  a  most  judicious)  step  you  appear  to  have 
adopted,  has  been  the  division  of  labour,  assigning  to  almost  every 
member  of  the  Board,  a  particular  field  of  duty. 

The  Valuation  Committee  take  charge  of  the  varied  details  of  the 
superstructure  on  which  the  taxation  of  the  Union  is  based,  namely, 
the  valuation  of  the  property  within  it.  It  notes  the  increasing  or  de- 
creasing value  of  the  respective  holdings,  changes  of  occupancy  or  of 
ownership  ;  the  erection  of  new,  and  the  destruction  of  old,  buildings  ; 
deaths  or  removals  ;  divisions  and  subdivisions  of  property,  and  the 
many  alterations  or  changes,  attention  to  which  can  alone  make  the 
valuation  of  your  Union  what  the  Legislature  requires  it  should  at  all 
times  be, — the  net  annual  value  of  the  rateable  hereditaments  "  in  their 
actual  state." 

This  difficult  and  delicate  duty  you  appear  to  be  performing  in  strict 
accordance  with  the  letter  of  the  law,  by  confining  yourselves  to  inquiry 
and  observation,  and  obtaining  the  best  information  practicable,  and 
placing  the  results  so  obtained  in  the  hands  of  your  professional  valu- 
ator. To  the  public  confidence  in  your  desire  thus  to  do  justice  to  all, 
may  be  mainly  attributed  the  gratifying  fact  of  your  not  having  \\i\d  a 
single  appeal  against  your  rate.    I  need  hardly  express  the  earnest 
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hope  that  you  will  persevere  in  a  course  which  promises  to  be  so 
eminently  advuntageous. 

The  Finance  Committee  not  only  inquire  into  and  report  on  the 
solvency  of  all  securities  offered  to  the  Board  by  officers,  contractors, 
and  others  from  whom  security  is  required,  but  they  audit  and  examine 
every  account,  however  small,  before  such  account  is  allowed  to  be 
brought  before  the  {general  Board  for  payment  by  draft,  or  by  disburse- 
ment from  the  petty  cash  account.  These  are  compared  with  the 
Order  Check-book  or  the  minutes  of  the  Guardians,  and,  when  found 
accurate,  are  recommended  to  be  discharged.  When  payment  is  actually 
made,  such  fact  is  also  recorded  in  the  Board's  minutes.  The  cost  and 
consumption  of  provisions  and  necessaries  are  also  revised  weekly  by 
this  Committee,  as  well  as  the  various  books  of  the  respective  officers  at 
all  connected  with  the  Union  expenditure.  All  motions  involving  outlay 
of  money  are  invariably  referred  to  the  Committee  for  its  report  before 
final  adjudication  on  by  the  Board  of  Guardians.  I  cannot  overstate 
the  sense  I  entertain  of  the  value  of  this  department  of  your  Union 
executive. 

The  Visiting  Committee  control  and  regulate  the  internal  economy 
of  the  workhouse.  In  addition  to  the  performance  of  the  catalogue  of 
duties  laid  down  for  the  especial  guidance  of  this  Committee  by  the  re- 
gulations of  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  they  mark  and  suggest 
such  repairs  or  alterations  as  may  from  time  to  time  become  necessary 
m  such  an  extensive  establishment ;  they  see  that  the  officers  are  each 
employed  in  their  respective  occupations  ;  that  order  and  regularity  are 
maintained  in  ail  departments,  and  generally  revise  and  report  on  all 
subjects  connected  with  the  efficiency  of  the  institution,  and  the  proper 
care  and  well-being  of  its  inmates. 

The  Education  and  Employment  Committee,  as  its  title  implies, 
take  charge  of  all  matters  connected  with  the  secular  instruction  and 
occupation  of  the  paupers,  their  religious  instruction  being  confided  ex- 
clusively to  their  respective  pastors.  I  anticipate  great  good  from  the 
exertions  of  this  Committee,  who,  I  am  sure,  will  feel  the  deep  respon- 
sibility of  the  office  they  have  undertaken,  and  I  trust  in  a  short  time 
to  see  a  course  of  industrial  instruction  adopted  in  this  house  among  the 
young,  which,  while  it  obviates  the  labours  of  idleness,  will  be  the  means 
of  elevating  its  objects  above  their  present  condition  of  workhouse 
paupers,  and  of  enabling  them  to  maintain  themselves  by  honest  in- 
dustry without  its  precincts.  It  cannot  be  too  forcibly  impressed  on 
the  minds  of  the  Committee,  and  indeed  of  all  engaged  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  relief  of  the  poor,  that  it  will  be  looking  for  too  much  to 
expect  any  great  or  striking  improvements  in  the  morals  or  habits  of 
those  in  advanced  age.  In  many  such  cases,  years  of  habitual  mendi- 
cancy have  formed  and  fixed  the  character  too  firmly  to  be  likely  to 
be  materially  influenced  or  operated  upon,  even  by  the  best  example,  at 
the  evening  of  life;  but  with  the  young,  I  am  satisfied,  we  may  confi- 
dently expect  a  blessing  on  careful  and  judicious  exertions  for  their 
improvement.  Our  present  very  limited  experience  of  what  may  be 
done  in  this  respect  in  this  country  is,  I  think,  already  cheering  and 
encouraging.  Many  dirty  and  disorderly  habits  among  children  have 
in  numerous  instances  been  cured  and  eradicated,  and  this  rather  by 
leading  than  by  constraint,  the  poor  children  themselves  appearmg  tq 
feel  and  participate  in  the  advantages  of  their  improved  condition. 
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Connected  in  some  degree  with  this  subject,  however,  is  one  which 
obviouslv  may  be  made  conducive  to  the  interests  of  all  classes  in  ihis 
country— the  improvement  of  its  agriculture.  Whatever  tends  to  impart 
additional  strength  and  energy  to  the  productive  powers  of  the  soil  niust 
be  a  national  gain,  and  ought  not  to  be  regarded  as  benefituig  only 
what  is  termed  I  class  interest.  I  readily  admit  to  the  fullest  ex  nt 
reasonably  to  be  claimed,  the  advantage  to  the  landlord,  bu  I  believe 
it  to  be  indisputable  that  the  correspondent  advantage  to  the  tenant 
must  be  in  a  larger  ratio.  All  experience  teaches  us  that  the  better  a 
farm  is  cultivated  the  easier  it  is  to  pay  the  rent  for  it,  because  the 
proportion  that  rent  bears  to  the  produce  of  the  land  is  never  so  high 
on  the  well  as  on  the  ill  cultivated  farm.  Were  it  otherwise  he 
admirable  husbandry  of  Scotland  would  long  since  have  rumed  the 
country,  and  tlie  fertilized  fields  of  England  have  proved  but  accelera- 

tors  of  her  downfal.  ^  ,  i   a     •  u.,^^! 

The  recommendations  on  this  subject  of  the  Royal  AgricultAiral 
Improvement  Society  of  Ireland,  and  of  other  high  authorities,  I  hnd, 
with  great  satisfaction,  have  been  carried  out  by  your  Board  ;  and  ttie 
Gorev  Poor  Law  Union  Agricultural  Association,  into  which  the  ^sorth 
Wexford  has  merged,  promises  to  be  of  the  greatest  advantage  to  the 
Union  and  its  neighbourhood. 

In  the  foregoing  brief  sketch  I  have  endeavoured  to  draw  an  outline 
of  the  several  duties  assigned  to  the  respective  permanent  committees 
of  your  Board,  and  of  the  manner  in  which  they  perform  them.  I  may 
add,  in  conclnsioi.  of  this  part  of  the  subject,  that  valuable  as  they  have 
proved  themselves  to  be,  there  has  been  no  assumption  of  interference 
with  the  powers  or  authority  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  as  a  whole. 
The  exertions  of  each  committee  are  confined  to  inquiry,  uivestigation, 
and  suggestions ;  the  Board  at  its  weekly  meetings  approves,  confirms, 
and  acts  upon  them,  or  otherwise,  as  it  may  think  best.  It  is,  however, 
a  most  satisfactory  evidence  of  their  utility,  that  in  almost  every 
instance  I  have  found  their  recommendations  unanimously  acquiesced 
in  by  the  Board.  I  proceed  to  a  review  of  the  financial  position  of  the 
Union  at  the  period  to  which  my  audit  extends,  namely,  the  25th 
March,  1842. 

In  the  subjoined  abstract  is  exhibited  a  tabular  statement  of  the  num- 
ber of  paupers  who  have  received  relief  in  the  workhouse  from  the 
period  of  its  opening,  the  22nd  January,  to  the  25th  March  last, 
arranged  in  classes  according  to  age  and  sex,  and  specifying  the  elec- 
toral divisions  to  which  each  is  chargeable.    An  inspection  of  this 
abstract  will  show  the  number  relieved,  and  of  what  description,  on 
account  of  any  particular  electoral  division.    The  Register  Book, 
Relief  Lists,  and  Medical  Returns,  furnish  the  data  from  which  this 
abstract  is  prepared.    The  electoral  division  to  which  a  pauper  is 
charged  is  taken  from  the  statement  of  his  residence  as  set  down  in  the 
rciiister  under  section  44  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Act,  the  register 
being  filled  up  from  the  "  Application  and  Report  Book,"  in  which  is 
entered  at  the  time  of  admission  the  electoral  division  to  which  the 
pauper  is  properly  chargeable,  after  due  inquiry  and  investigation  by 
the  Board  of  Guardians.     Where  the  pauper  cannot  be  regarded 
as  a  resident  of  any  particular  division,  he  is  charjred  tn  the  Union  'at 
large,  his  cost  being  apportioned  to  the  respective  divisions. 
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FoKM  4 — Absthact,  showing  the  Number  of  Paupers  Relieved,  the  Number 

the  Half-Year  ended 


Electoral  Divisions. 

Number  of  Paupers  Relieved,  as  per  Relief  Licti 

Aged  and  Infirm, 
or  permanently 
disabled. 

Orphans 

and 
Destitute 
Children 

llTlfipr  1  S 

Insane 
Persons, 
Lunatics,  anc 
Idiots. 

Illegitimate 
Children 
under  15, 
with  their 
Mothers. 

Widows,  and  Women 
whoBe  Hut>bandB  huvc 
deserted  them,  or  are 
TruDBported,  baving  a 
Child  or  Children  under 
15  dependent  on  them. 

Adults. 

Children  under 
15. 

Males. 

Females. 

Males. 

Females. 

Mothers. 

Children. 

Mothers. 

Children. 

1.  Gorey     .    .  . 

2.  Coolgreney  .  . 

3.  Wingfield    .  . 

4.  Kallyellis     .  . 

5.  Ru^mpnogue.  . 

6.  Camolin  .    .  . 

7.  Bally  cane  w  , 

8.  Monomolin  ■  . 

9.  tJoiiriown    .  . 
10.  Wells.    .    .  . 

Union  at  large  . 

Total  .  . 

6 

i 

2 

'i 

2 
4 
.3 
12 

3 

2 

'i 

2 
3 

6 

■6 

5 

1 

'i 

1 
1 

1 
1 

'i 

2 
1 

'i 

2 

'i 
'i 

5 
'3 

1 

31 

17 

3 

8 

2 

2 

3 

4 

4 

11 

1 

Paid  Officers,  Assistants,  and  Servants  of  the  Union. 


Name. 

Office. 

Salary  per  Annum. 

£. 

s.  d. 

George  Owen     .    .  . 

Medical  Officer  .... 

50 

0  0 

Joseph  Cranwill.    .  . 

40 

0  0 

John  Shaw  .... 

Master  

40 

0  0 

Martha  Slater    .    .  . 

25 

0  0 

Rich^tril  Steine  .    .  . 

10 

0  0 

John  Barlow      .  . 

Cook  and  Ward  Master  .  . 

8 

0  0 

John  Jacob  .... 

Infirmary  Porter  .... 

8 

0  0 

Officers  s 

NCE  APPOINTED. 

Rev.  John  Cowan  .  . 

25 

0  0 

Rev.  V.  Syonott,  R.  C. 

40 

0  0 

William  Mills    .    .  . 

12 

0  0 

Kleanor  Durcey .    ,  . 

Schoolmistress  .... 

10 

0  0 

Total  Annual  Salaries 

268 

0  0 

CouRXOWN,  Chairman, 


t 
I 
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and  Cost  of  Emigrants,  and  the  Relief  administered  by  way  of  Loan,  during 
the  25th  March,  1842. 


id  Register. 

Total  Kelieved. 

Expenditure. 

Destitute  through 
Sickness  or  Accident. 

Destitute  through  other 
Causes. 

Adults. 

nder  15. 

Numbers  md 
Cost  ol 
Pi-rsons 
Emigratirg. 

.\mnunt  of 

Relief 
advanced, 
by  way  of 

Loan, 
under  55tli 
Section  of 
Irish  Poor 
Relief  Act. 

Males. 

Females. 

Children 
under  15 
dependent 
on  them. 

Males. 

Females. 

Children 
under  15 
dependent 
on  them. 

Males. 

Females. 

Children  u 

Total. 

Numbers. 

i 

c 
0 

2 

7 

7 

2 

6 

20 
2 

£.s.  d. 

£.    s.  d. 

i 

'i 

3 
2 

'i 
i 
'i 

2 
2 
5 

'3 

's 

"i 
'i 

:i 
'i 

'i 

1 

'4 
"3 

'i 

1 
3 
1 
1 
3 

8 
3 
14 

3 
1 
2 
1 
4 
4 
4 
3 
12 

io 

'3 

3 
1 

'5 

1 
16 

14 
2 
8 
5 
6 
7 

17 
7 

42 

7 

12 

13 

2 

4 

7 

42 

43 

45 

130 

Average  Weekly  Cost 
per  Head. 

Number  of 
Births  in  the 
HaU-Year. 

Number^ 
admitted 
during  the 
Half-year. 

Number 
Discharged 
during  the 
Half-Year. 

Number  of 
Deaths  in  the 
Half-Year. 

• 

Number  of 
Paupers  at 
the  end  nf  the 
Half-year. 

Food  .... 

Clolhiag  .    .  . 

Total    .  . 

1  5i 

0  3i 

2 

128 

22 

1 

107 

1  9 

NoTi  —Wives  and  children  (though  able-bodied")  of  aged  and  infirm  men,  must  be  entered  in  the  columns 
|Dr  females  and  children  under  the  heading  "Aged  and  Infirm,  or  Permauentlj;  Disabled."    Wives  and 
hildren  (though  able-bodied)  of  men  "  Destitute  through  Sickness  or  Accident,   must  be  enlered  in  the 
ilnmns  for  females  and  children,  under  that  heading.    Wives  and  children  of  insane  persons,  lunFiiics,  and 
Biots,  must  be  entered  in  the  columns  for  females  and  children  under  the  heading  "  Desliluto  through  other 
iauses." 


■  A  true  Abstract  from  the  Relief  Books,  Medical 
tetnms,  and  the  Ledger  of  the  Gorey  Union,  on 
his,  the  25th  day  of  March,  1842. 

Joseph  Cranwill, 

[Clerk  to  t/ie  Board  of  Guardians. 


This  Abstract  has  been  submitted  to  me,  together 
with  the  Relief  Books,  Medical  Returns,  and  tho 
Ledger,  with  which  I  have  compared  it,  and  1  hereby 
certify  that  the  items  it  contains  are  correctly  ab- 
stracted therefrom. 

Gorey  Union,  the  30lh  dny  of  April,  1843. 

lllCHAllD  M.  MUOOKKIDOE, 

Auiilor  and  Assistant  Pour  Law  Commissioner^ 


Note.— This  Abstract,  when  signed  by  the  Auditor,  is  to  he  sent  to  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  and 
Ihe  Clerk  is  to  make  a  duplicate,  which  shall  also  bo  attested  by  tho  Auditor  for  llin  use  of  tho  Board  of 
Buatdians.   A  copy  is  to  be  furnished  by  the  Clerk  to  every  member  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  j 
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The  preceding  table  shows  the  average  weekly  cost  per  head  for  food 
and  clothing  tc  be  Is.  9d. 

The  clothing  is  calculated  on  an  estimated  charge  of  ^d.  a-day  for 
each  pauper,  upon  the  assumption  that,  by  the  time  a  suit  of  clothes  is 
vlforn  out,  it  will  have  been  paid  for  at  that  rate.  The  average  cost  of 
the  suit  of  the  pauper  being  13^,  8id.,  as  shown  by  the  subjoined  table, 
it  follows  thai,  with  proper  mending,  each  suit  should  last  11  months. 

[See  Table,  p.  g03.] 

"While  on  *he  subject  of  clothing,  I  would  strongly  recommend  that 
the  Board  of  Guardians  should  not  allow  any  article  of  clothing  to  be 
considered  as  worn  out  until  it  has  been  brought  before  the  Visiting 
Committee,  and  by  them  condemned  and  appropriated  ;  and  that  a 
minute  of  the  numbers  and  description  of  the  articles  so  condemned, 
with  the  date  be  regularly  entered  in  a  book,  to  be  specially  kept  for 
that  purpose,  to  be  called  The  Condemned  Clothing  Book,  to  be 
attested  by  tiie  signature  of  two  members  of  the  Committee. 

I  may  illustrate  the  value  of  this  regulation  by  the  following  case  : — 

Say  that  tie  Clothing  Receipt  Book  shows  that  the  Guardians  have 
purchased  lOi)  men's  jackets.  At  a  period  whenever  stock  may  be 
taken  in  the  house,  there  are,  I  assume,  50  men  in  it.  They  expect  to 
find,  consequently,  50  men's  jackets  in  store,  the  remainder  being  in 
use,  instead  of  which  there  are  found  but  35.  The  master  is  asked  to 
account  for  the  deficiency,  and  he  very  naturally  says  the  remainder  are 
worn  out.  There  is  no  evidence  whether  they  have  been  so  or  not ;  five 
may  have  been  purloined,  and  but  10  worn  out,  or  the  whole  may  have 
been  worn  out.  The  master  may  have  been  robbed  without  his  know- 
ing it.'  iThe  book  I  suggest  to  be  kept  would  at  once  show  the  number 
that  had  been  condemned  by  the  Committee,  for  which  he  would  get 
credit ;  and  if  everything  was  honest  and  straightforward,  the  number 
of  jackets  orf  the  paupers'  backs,  the  number  condemned,  and  the 
number  in  store,  would  tally  exactly  with  the  number  purchased. 
j  The  Clothing  Appropriation  Book  is  not  an  adequate  check  on  the 
Clothing  Receipt  Book,  because  every  pauper  who  receives  a  suit  of 
clothes  is  there  entered.  If  credit  was  given  for  this  suit,  as  a  new 
suit,  it  might  be  fallacious,  because  it  often  happens  that  a  pauper 
leaving  the  house  to-day,  gives  up  his  clothes,  which  are  put  on  a  pauper 
who  may  come  in  to-morrow ;  and  unless  the  supply  furnished  the 
pauper  leaving  is  marked  out  of  the  Appropriation  Book,  the  new 
comer's  clothing  being  there  entered,  would  make  a  greater  appropriation 
appear  than  had  actually  taken  place.  Another  point  of  view  in  which 
such  a  check  seems  desirable  is,  (hat  it  would  direct  the  attention  of" the 
Guardians  to  the  care  that  was  really  taken  of  the  clothing  in  use,  and 
enable  them  to  judge  whether  greater  wear  and  tear  was  going  on  than 
was  reasonable  and  proper.  The  duty  of  the  Committee  should  extend 
beyond  the  mere  condemnation  of  the  articles.  They  must  see  that 
when  condemned  they  are  disposed  of  in  a  manner  to  guard  iigainst 
the  possibility  of  their  being  ever  again  brought  ibrvvard  for  the  same 
purpose,  a  precaution  invariably  taken  in  the  case  of  condemned  stores 
in  the  Naval  and  Military  service. 

The  salaries  of  the  officers  appear  to  have  been  fixed  with  due  regard 
to  economy,  and  not  to  call  for  particular  observation.    It  will,  how- 


App.  D,  No.  2.]    of  Accounts  of  Gorey  Vnion. 


303 


■53  O  O  CO 
r— • 

W  r-l  i-H  CM 

^  O  =  O 


o 

o 

o  o 

o 

CD 


•  • 

•  • 

iijs.onlv 
le  elder 

•  • 

O 

•  IS 

fl,  -T*  >i 

loes, 

u  4;  j«  I-  g  .J3  t; 


73 


S 


a 
o 


o 

en 
a) 
_u 
"  TX 


O 


a 

CO 


o 


o 

pq 


CO  CO  *^  to 
(— (  C>7  I— t  O 
^rt  O  C5  O  O  O 


o 
o 

I — I 

o 


3 

o 


a  01 
i-s  o 


'3  ^  CO 

pL|  CO  U 


<5 
'3 

a 


-Bt^C0>nC0O'*^<D 
«0r-l(Mi-HO"^i— lOi— I 

^oooooooo 


CO 

r-H 

o 


03  o 

213 
-*-•  a 


o 

« 
o 

HI 

04 

u 
o 

o 


a  o  u.  >-' 


O  CD 

j3  p,  n!  <n  oj  o  J 


-3 

73 


hIim  -«<  His 
^  i-H  05  O  O  O 

^ooooooo 


00 


=  • 

^  o  2 


"  B 

m  S 

CO  CO 


"  a)  • 

^      ^  PL,  PU,  O 


o 

HI 


en 
o 

a 


"8  cjRr 


CO 


a 

N  hH 

a  ^ 

O  CO 


£  ^ 
pcico 


ca 

0) 

•n 


3 


^3 


aj 


0) 


3 


o 

o 


2g 


d 

1^  O  _ 

O  CO 


;  m 


S2 


PhCO 


g 

£  3 

P3cq 


'a 

a* 

to      .  1^ 

^  N  a 


^  Cfl 

•s  CO  a 

o  " 


ti        (M  O  O 


lO  --^  00 


in 


71 

00  «> 


304  Mr.  Muggeridge's  Report  on  Audit      [8th  Rep. 

ever  he  your  duty  carefully  to  superintend  this  branch  of  the  establish- 
ed JTJ  '"-nd  how  important  it  is  that  all  in  authority  should 
afford  a  good  example  tn  those  around  them 

The  accompanying  table,  headed  Form  5  a,  exhibits  the  net  annual 
value  of  the  property  rated  in  each  electoral  division  of  the  Union  —the 
amount  of  the  rate  on  an  assessment  of  l^d.  in  the  pound,-and  the 
amount  collected  and  uncollected  up  to  the  25th  of  March  The  out- 
stamhng  arrears  have  been  considerably  diminished  since  that  period; 
but  there  still  exists  a  considerable  amount  due  from  poor  persons  who 
are  scarcely  distinguishable  from  paupers.  The  72nd  section  of  the 
Act  permittmg  the  rating  of  the  immediate  lessor  of  properties  where 
the  net  annual  value  does  not  amount  to  5/.,  instead  of  the  ocL-upier, 
under  certam  restrictions,  has  in  no  one  instance  in  this  Union  been 
acted  upon,  although  of  6542  assessments,  the  total  number  in  the 
Union,  3137  are  on  properties  under  .5/.  annual  value.  Pursuing- 
inquiry  further  into  this  subject,  I  found  809  persons  whose  poor  rate 
does  not  amount  to  Qd.,  and  1226  whose  assessments  amount  to  6rf.  and 
do  not  exceed  1^.,  thus  giving  2235  persons  the  net  annual  value  of 
whose  holdings  does  not  amount  to  21.  The  collectors  loudly  complain 
of  the  delays  and  difficulties  of  attempting  to  obtain  payment' from  this 
class  of  assessments;  and  I  find  also  a  very  great  disinclination  on 
their  parts  to  inflict  the  hardship  and  penalties  of  enforcing  payment 
by  law.  o  X  J 

Form  5  a. 

Half-yearly  Abstract  of  the  separate  Accounts  of  each  Electoral  Division  in  the 
Union  for  the  Half-year  ended  25th  March,  1842. 


Names  of 
Electoral  Divisions. 

Date  of  Rate 
for  the  current 

Half-Year, 
at7l<i.  in  the 
Pound. 

Net  Annual 

Value  of 
all  Property 
Rated. 

Amount  of 
Rate 
thereon. 

Amount  of 
Rate  to  be 
Collected. 

Amount 
Collected. 

Amount 
remaining 
Uncollected. 

1.  Gorey  .... 

2.  Coolgreney    .  , 

3.  Wiugfield,    .  . 

4.  Biill>ellis  ,    .  . 

5.  Rosminogue  .  . 

6.  Camolin   .    .  . 

7.  Ballycanew   .  . 

8.  Monomolia    .  . 

9.  Courtown  .    .  . 
10.  Wells  .... 

Total    .  . 

31st  May,  1841 
*  * 
» 1 
f  f 
» I 
f  1 
( 1 
f , 
1 1 

£.     s.  d. 
19.065  10  8 
12,746    9  0 
5,0i!3   2  0 
5,801   9  0 
5,581    2  0 
8,918   3  0 
8,986  19  0 
13,281    2  0 
6,179  18  0 
9,071  12  6 

£.   s.  d. 
S95  15  llf 
398   6  6i 
156  19  5i 
181    5  lU 
17*  8  2| 
278   7  61 
280  12  Hi 
415   0  Hi 
193   2  51 
283    9  9i 

£.   s.  d. 
595  15  HI 
398   6  6i 
156  19  5i 
181    5  HI 
174    8  2i 
278   7  6t 
280  12  Hi 
415   0  lU 
193   2  di 
283   9  9i 

£.   s.  d. 

412  9  3i 
172  16  4i 
112  5  9i 
159   9  3i 
105  13  U 
161  10  9i 
97  11  0 
96   0  0 
171    8  Oi 
69  10  0 

£.    s.  d. 
183   6  8i 
225  10  2 
44  13  7J 
21  16  Si 
68  16  li 
116  15  9i 
183   1  Hi 
319   0  Hi 
21  14  5 
213  19  9i 

" 

94,655  7  2 

2,957   9  10 

2,957  9  10 

1,558  13  8 

1,398  16  2 

The  next  in  order  of  the  tables  prepared  is  one  showing  the  receipts 
and  expenditure  on  account  of  each  separate  electoral  "division,  dis- 
tinguishing, 1st,  the  amount  expended  in  the  clothing  and  maintenance 
of  paupers  ;  2nd,  the  cost  of  the  valuation  of  the  Union  ;  the  expenses 
of  the  election  of  Guardians,  &c. ;  and,  3rd,  the  establishment  char"-es 
as  they  are  termed.  ' 

The  amount  of  the  first  item  is  necessarily  on  this  occasion  but  com- 
paratively small,  the  workhouse  having  been  opened  only  on  the  22nd 
of  January  last,  and  the  charges  estimated  up  to  the  25th  March.  The 
otiier  charges  are  of  considerable  amount,  embracing  as  they  do  all  the 
large  outlay  consequent  upon  the  furnishing  and  fitting  up  of  the 
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establishment  complete  for  the  reception  and  classification  of  500 
paupers  :  and  the  valuation  of  the  Union.  In  future  halt-yearly  audits, 
I  hope  the  first  of  the  items,  now  the  smallest,  will  be  the  largest,  as  1 
deem  the  fairest  test  of  the  good  management  of  a  Union  to  consist  m 
the  proportion  that  the  ouilay  on  account  of  the  poor  bears  to  that  under 
any  other  head.    On  this  occasion  the  result  could  but  be  as  it  is. 

No  I  4. — FoKM  5  h. 


Names  of 
Electoral  Divisions. 


Balance 
in 

Treasurer's 
hands 
from  last 
Half-year. 


1  Gorey  . 

2  Coolgreney  . 

3  Wingfield  . 

4  Ballyellis  . 

5  Rosininogue 

6  Cumolin 

7  Ballycanew  . 
2  Monoinolin  . 
9  Courtown  . 

10  Wells    .  . 


Receipts  on  account  of  eacli  Electoral  Division. 


Amount 
of 

Poor-rate 
Collected.*! 


Repayment 
of 
Relief 
by  way  of 
Loan. 


£. 

s. 

d. 

412 

9 

3* 

172 

16 

4* 

112 

5 

94 

159 

9 

3^ 

105 

13 

1* 

161 

10 

9i 

97 

11 

0 

96 

0 

0 

171 

8 

Oi 

69 

10 

0 

1,558 

13 

8 

Amount 
raised  by 
Rate,  or 
borrowed 
for 

Emigration 
purposes. 

Other 
Receipts, 
if  any. 

Total. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

•  • 

412 

9 

^2 

•  • 

•  • 

172 

16 

•  * 

112 

5 

H 

•  • 

159 

9 

•  • 

105 

13 

161 

10 

H 

.  • 

97 

11 

0 

96 

0 

0 

•  • 

171 

8 

oi 

69 

10 

0 

•  • 

1,558 

13 

8 

*  This  amount  is  shown  also  in  column  6,  Form  5  a. 
No.  4. — Form  5  h — continued. 


Names  of 
Electoral 
Divisions, 


Clothing 
and 
Maintenance 
of 

Paupers, 


1  Gorey 

2  Coolgreney 

3  Wingfield 

4  Ballyellis. 

5  Rosminogue 

6  Camolin  . 

7  Ballycanew 

8  Monomolin 

9  Courtown 
10  Wells 


Expenditure  on  account  of  each  Electoral  Division. 


£.  «. 

14  7 
2  18  & 
5  17 

2  4 
5  4 
4  5 

3  12 

4  19  8f 
9  17  5| 

5  1  7^ 


d. 

b| 

? 

Of 
4 


58  9 


Proportion  of 
Establishment 
Cliaigi'S, 
including 
Repayment  of 
Woikliouse 
Loan. 


£. 


203    9  Hi 

136    1  0 

53  11  2 

61  17 

59  10  8 

95    1  3 

95  16  4 
141  15  6 

65  19  1 

96  13  5 


1,009  16    4  385  19  ^ 


Valuation, 
Klectiou.Law, 
and  otlier 
Expenses. 


£.    S.  d. 

67  17  11 
52  17  11 
20    1  3^ 
27  13  \i 
8 
2 
5 


25 
39 
37 
49  19 
23  19 


6 
11 
1 

'ii 


41 


5i 
13  10^ 


I  Total. 


£.  s. 

285  15 
191  17 
79 

91  15 
90  3 
138  9 
136  13 
196  14 
99  16 
143 


64 
74 

9  Hi 

^4 


11 

9 

8  11 


1,454    5  5 


Balance  at  close  of  Half-year 


In  favour 

•  of 
Elect  or.ll 
Division. 


£.  5. 
126  13 


d. 

9^ 


.32  15  lOJ 

67  13  5i 

15  9  2| 

23  1  OJ 


71  12  0 


337    5  lOi 


Against 

Electoral 

Division. 


£.  S,  d. 
19     i  3 


39    2  9 
100  14  Si 

73  is  El. 


232  17  7i 


A  true  statement  of  Receipts  and  Haymiiuts,  on  account  ol'  the  several  Electoral 
Divisions  of  the  Gorey  Union,  made  this  2jth  day  of  March,  1842. 

Joseph  Cuanwill,  Clerk  to  the  Board  of  Guardians. 
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I  hereby  certify  that  this  statement  of  Receipts  and  Payments  of  the  several 
Electoral  Divisions  in  the  Gorey  Union  is  correct. 

Dated  this  30th  day  of  April,  1842.  Richard  M.  Muggeridge.  Auditor. 

This  Abstract,  signed  by  the  Chairman,  is  to  be  sent  to  the  Poor  Law  Commis- 
sioners, and  a  duplicate,  signed  by  the  Auditor,  is  to  be  kept  for  the  Board  of 
Guardians,  and  a  copy  delivered  by  the  Clerk  to  every  member  of  the  Board. 

CouRTovra,  Chairman. 

I  affix  here  a  series  of  tables  explanatory  of  the  amounts  charged 
against  the  Union. 


Explanatory  Table  for  Clothing  and  Maintenance  of  Paupers. 


Electoral  Divisions. 


1.  Gorey 

2.  Coolf!reney 

3.  Wingneld 

4.  Ballyellis 

5.  Ro3ininogue 

6.  Camolin  . 

7.  Ballycanew 

8.  Monomolin 

9.  Courtown 
10.  Wells  . 


Total  . 


Cost  of 
Maintenance 
of  Paupers 
chargeable 
tliereto. 


£.  s.  d. 

9   5  7i 

0  10  8 
4  3  3i 

1  1  Ot 
3  12  0 

2  4  Oi 

1  14  5i 

2  4  H 
7  8  Of 
2  18  Oi 


35   1  4i 


Proportionate 

cost  of 
Maintenance 
of  Paupers 
chargeable  to 
the  Union  at 
large. 


£.  s. 

2  17 
1  18 
0  15  1 
0  17  4i 

0  16  7i 

1  7 

1  7 

2  0 

0  18 

1  7 


d. 

S 
6 


01 

24 

1 

4 

9 


14  5  8 


Cost  of  Wear 
of  Clothing 
of  Paupers 
chargeable 
to  Electoral 
Division. 


£.  s.  d. 

1  12  6* 
0  2  Oi 
0  16 
0  3 
0  13 
0  8 
0  5 

0  7 

1  7 


5 

14 

1 

9 

5 

54 

8 


0  10  64 


6  7  04 


Cost  of 

Wear  of 
Clothing  of 

Paupers 
cliarfjeablo 
to  the  Union 

at  large. 


£.  s.  d. 
0  11  10 
0  7  6 
2 
3 
3 
5 


0  2  8 

0  3  24 

0  3  04 

0  5  24 

0  5  3 

0  8  04 

0  3 

0  5 


5 
34 


2  15  54 


Total. 


£.  s.  d. 

14  7  7t 
2  18  84 
5  17  5i 

2  4 
5  4 
4  5 

3  12 

4  19  8} 
9  17  5i 

5  1  74 


9 

01 

4 


58   9  64 


Observations. 

£.  t.  d. 

Amount  of  Relief  directly  apportioned  per  Kegistry  Book  on  each  Electoral  Division  t    0=   i  4, 
on  the  admission  of  Paupers    .       .       .       .       .       .       ,       .       .       ^  j-  1  ^it 

Amount  charged  to  Union  at  large  for  strangers  not  chargeable' to  any  Electoral  1    lo   7  q 

Division  j"  /  ^ 

Loss  on  stock  of  Potatoes  from  clay  and  rottenness,  4bls.  12  St.  71bs.,  at  8s.  6rf. 

Wear  of  clothing  from  22ad  January  to  25lh  March,  1842,  at  id.  per  day,  4,380  days 


•1  18  5 
9  2  6 


•  Apportioned  to  Union  at  larjte  in  charge  for  maintenance. 


58  9  64 


No.  6. — Explanatory  Satement  of  Establishment  Charges. 


Apportionment  on  respective 

Divisions. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

£. 

s. 

d. 

135 

7 

8 

203 

9 

lU 

44 

13 

3 

136 

1 

0 

24 

19 

3 

Wingfield     .    .  . 

•  • 

53 

11 

2 

Books  and  Stationery 

34 

13 

1 

61 

17 

Hi 

673 

0 

6 

59 

10 

8 

Coals,  Soap,  Medicines,  &c. 

'  50 

6 

4 

95 

1 

3 

Officers'  Rations     .    .  • 

11 

2 

6 

95 

16 

4 

4 

10 

0 

141 

15 

6 

Postage  and  Petty  Expenses 

7 

8 

9 

65 

19 

1 

23 

15 

0 

96 

13 

5 

1,009 

16 

4 

1,009 

16 

4 
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Explanatory  Statement  of  Valuaiion,  Election,  Lav,  and  other  Expenses. 


Particulars  of  Expenses. 


Paid  for  Valuation  of  the  Union 
, ,       Election  Expenses  for^ 
1 840,apportioned  ac- 1 
cording  to  contest,  as  j 
per  the  opposite  side; 
, ,      Expense ot'election,! 841 
, ,       Interest  on  advances  of  1 
Treasurer    .    .    .  j 
, ,      County  Cess  .    .  • 
,,  Lawexpense,Attorney-l 
General's  opinion,&c./ 


£.  s.  d. 
295  10  0 

64    2  0 


3 

11 

0 

16 

6 

5 

1 

18 

2* 

4 

11 

11 

£385  19  6* 


Apportionedon  llie 
Divisions,  a/  under. 


Gorey  • 

Coolgreney 

Wingfield 

Ballyellis. 

Rosminogue 

Camolin  . 

Ballycanew 

Monomolin 

Courtown 

Wells 


Election  in 
1840  divided 
according  to 
tlie  expense- 
of  Contest. 


£.  s.  d. 

2  18  10 

10  7 

IS  10 

18 
9 


8  15 
6  16 
4  15 
2  18 
10  19 


Add  to  Gross — the\  „ 
election  of  1840 j  "4  ^ 


Total 
Apportion- 
ment. 


£.  s. 

64  19 
43  7 
17  2 
19  14  6| 


385  19 


d. 
1 

4 

^2 


18  19 
30  7 
30  8 
45  3 
21  0  8J 
30  14  3i 


6 
4 
6 

^•2 


64    2  0 


6* 


Table  framed  according  to  the  Weekly  Relief  List  and  Maintennce  Account. 


Names  of 
Electoral  Divisions. 


Union  at  large  , 
Gorey 

Coolgreney  . 
Monomolin  . 
Coutlown  . 
Camolin 
Ballycanew 
Wells     .     .  , 
Rosminogue 
Ballyellis  . 
Wing  field  . 


Total 


36 


10  90 


Names  of 
Electoral  Divisions. 


Union  at  large 
Gorey     .  , 
Coolgreney 
Monomolin  . 
Courtown  . 
Camolin 
Biillycanew 
Wells     .  . 
Uosminoguo 
Ballyellis  . 
Wingfield 


107 
57 


132 
65 

1 
22 
92 
35 
19 
28 
42 

8 
23 


182 
83 

7 
28 
90 
35 
15 
29 
4.3 
14 
41 


190 
119 
7 
28 
86 
35 
21 
37 
49 
14 
78 


213 
122 
8 
28 
94 
35 
21 
41 
56 
11 
84 


207 
140 
14 
29 
91 
35 
22 
35 
56 
7 

85 


180 
120 
12 
a3' 
78 
30 
24 
30 
48 
6 
80 


J3  . 

SCO 

.5  « 
rt  o 


1,331 
781 
49 
179 
664 
210 
130 
253 
314 
75 
394 


a 

Cm  S 

o  a 
*■  2 

to 
O 

a 


£.  s.  d. 

14   5  8 

9   5  7 

0  10  8 

2  4  1 


7   8  Oi 
1* 


2  4 

1  14  5i 

2  18  0* 

3  12 
1  1 

4  3 


0 

3i 


o  g 


o  O  Iio 

to  a -5 
o  p  " 

OSo 


^-  s-  d.  £,  s.  d. 
2  15  5 17   1  u 
1  12   610  18  2 
0   2   0  0  12  8i 

0  7  5,  2  11  el 

1  7  8  8  15  8i 
"  2  12  ]0i 

1  19  lOi 
t    8  7 
■   5  1 
4  15 
19  8i 


0   8  9 

0   6  5 

0  10  6i 

0  13  1 

0   3  R 

0  16  5 
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> ) 

)  5 
3  ' 
3  ) 


Paid  for  Tubs  and  vess^s  

Tables,  chairs,  presses,  fenders,  fire-irons,  &c.,  for 
Board-room,  Cierk's,  master's,  and  matron's  rooms 
Baskets  for  kitche;  and  house  use      .  . 

Nets       .       .       .  •  

Branding-stamps,  narking-ink,  drying-oil,  button- 
die,  &c.  

Hard  ware,  inrfuding  kitchen  requisites,  slipper  bath, 
commodef  and  pans,  &c.         .        .        .  . 
Tables,  cha^i's,  umbrella-stand,  bedsteads,  mattresses, 

presses,.ic  

Tin-work, 

Drying-rds  and  pulleys  

Meal-bicand  socks  , 

Sundry  nside  carpentry  work,  including  building 
shed  making  fixtures  for  washhouse,  laundry, 
and'Undry  painting  ..... 

Coal-V)xes,  soap-boxes,  brushes,  shovels,  hammers, 
haihets,  scales,  weights,  &c.  .... 

Erectag  altar  for  Roman  Cummunion  service 
Oloc  •...«.•• 
Poi^r's  clothes  ...... 

Chfi-s,  3/.,  tables,  1/.  10*.,  bedsteads,  &c.,  4/.  12s.  6c/. 
Fuaiture  for  surgery  .  ,  .  .  , 
30  blankets,  weight  1,828  lbs.,  at  Is.  8^d.  . 

IP  rugs  

pairs  of  sheets  ...... 

30  bolsters  ....... 

3D  bed-ticks,  various  sizes  and  prices         .  . 
fmdry  items  paid  for  out  of  petty  cash  not  included 
in  contractors'  bills  ..... 

Total  of  payments  for  furniture     .  . 


>> 
> ) 
> } 


} ) 

}  > 
} ) 
} } 
J  > 
}  > 

3  ) 
)  > 
}  > 
i  s 
S  } 
)  > 


£. 

d. 

15 

2 

0 

25 

0 

6 

16 

18 

2 

0 

0 

u 

10 

2 

38 

5 

0 

12 

5 

11 

Q 
O 

15 

0 

5 

16 

4 

82 

12 

6 

63 

9 

4 

10 

0 

0 

n 
D 

0 

0 

o 

3 

1 

8 

9 

2 

6 

18 

6 

0 

156 

2 

10 

12 

10 

0 

42 

3 

9 

14 

13 

9 

64 

11 

8 

34 

2 

9 

£673 

0 

6 

/SHEDULB  No.  10,  showing  paiticulars  of  Clothing  Charges 
/  Men's  Apparel. 


£. 

s. 

d. 

100  Alistcoats,  at  Is.  9c?. .  . 

.  8 

19 

2 

300  Jtkets,  at  5s.  lit?.  .... 

.  88 

15 

0 

300  iir  of  trousers,  at  4s.  Zd.  and  3s.  6c?.  . 

.  58 

2 

6 

100  nirts,  at  is.  lOJcZ.  .... 

9 

7 

6 

150''iir  of  shiies,  at  5^.  bd.        .        •  • 

.  40 

12 

6 

75*air  of  stockings,  at  Is.  Ad.  . 

.  5 

0 

0 

8-5cutch  bonnets  ..... 

.  2 

1 

10 

5f  lannel  waistcoats,  at  2s.  8c?.       .  . 

.  6 

13 

4 

Total 
£.  s. 


d. 


219  11  10 


j  Women's  Apparel. 

i  Cotton  wrappers,  at  Is.  7d.  .        .  • 

Linsey  wooisey  petticoats,  at  2s.  3d.  • 

Shifts,  at  Is.  5c?.. 

Aprons,  at  8^d.  .        •  • 

Pair  of  stockings,  at  Is.  4d.  . 

Caps,  at  4s.  9d.  per  dozen  . 

Pair  of  shoes,  at  4s.     .  • 

Cotton  and  flannel  petticoats 


11 
16 
14 
1 
5 
1 
30 
33 


17 
17 

3 
16 

0 
19 

0 
11 


6 
6 
4 
5 
0 
7 
0 
10 


115    6  2 


Viz. :  150  Flannels,  at  2s.  3d. 
15U  Cotton,  at  Is.  6d. 
75  Ditto,  at  Is.  5i«^. 


£16 
11 

5 


17 

5 
9 


£33  11  10 


/ 
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Boys'  Apparei,.  £.  d.    £.   s.  d. 

100  Jackets,  at  4s.  3^/  215  0 

100  Pair  of  tiouseis,  at  2s.  7i</.  .        .        .        .    13    2  G 

100  Shirts,  at  Is.  6rf..  .        .       .       .      7  10  0 

50  Caps'  0  17  8 

  42  15  2 

100  Gills' frocks   9    7  6 

M.vTEniALs  FOB  Manufactuue  in  the  Store. 

174  Yards  linen  5    8  G 

65 J  Yards  flannel   3    8  7^ 

27^  Yards  white  and  bleached  calico  .        <        •      0  13  9 

Paid  for  tailoriiijij      .        .        •        •        •        .18  0 

48  Yards  twilled  calico  1  12  0 

2  Stone  grey  worste.d    •        .        •        .  .354 
Thread,  tape,  needles,  thimbles,  buttons,  and  other 

necessaries  for  making  and  repairing  clothing    .    3    1  3.]- 


—    18  17  6 


Total       ....    £405  18  2 
[Table  No.  11,  Seep.  310.] 


No.  12. 

Dietary. 

Adults  of  both  sexes,  above  15  years  of  ago. 
Breakfast. — Seven  ounces  of  oatmeal  made  into  stirabout.  One  pint  of  mixed  milk. 
Dinner. — Three  and  a  half  pounds  of  potatoes.    One  pint  of  butter  milk. 


Young  persons  from  2  to  15  years  of  age. 
Breakfast. — Four  ounces  of  oatmeal  made  into  stirabout.  Haifa  pint  of  sweet  milk. 
Dinner. — Two  pounds  of  potatoes.    Haifa  pint  ol'  butter  milk. 
Supper. — Quarter  of  a  pound  of  bread.    Half  a  pint  of  butter  milk. 

Infants  under  two  j-ears  of  age. 
Half  a  pound  of  bread  and  one  pint  of  sweet  milk  daily. 

Hours  of  Meals. 
Adults. — Breakfast  half-past  nine ;  dinner  four  o'clock. 

Children. — Breakfast  nine  o'clock  ;  dinner  two  o'clock;  supper  seven  o'clock. 

By  order  of  the  Board, 
Gorey,  16iA  January,  1842.  JosEen  Cranwill,  Clerk  of  the  Union. 


In  the  explanatory  table  (page  307)  of  expenses  of  valuation,  &c., 
there  is  an  item  of  16^'.  6*.  bd.  interest  to  the  treasurer,  on  advances 
made  by  him.  The  law  contemplates  no  such  advances,  but  requires 
that  the  money  necessary  for  the  due  administration  of  relief  to  (he 
destitute  should  be  raised  by  rale  prior  to  its  disbursement,  so  that  the 
funds  of  the  Union  shall  be  always  in  advance  of  the  demands  upon  it. 
This  is  alike  required  by  the  law  as  well  in  England  as  in  Ireland, 
and  to  this  order  of  proceeding  it  is  most  important  that  all  the  Unions 
should  be  brought  as  speedily  as  possible.  1  am  aware,  however,  that 
at  the  commencement  of  the  Guardians'  operations,  and  before  the 
working  of  the  law  has  become  thoroughly  understood  and  systenjalised, 
there  may  be  cases  in  which  the  rate  is  invariably  thrown  into  arrear, 
so  as  to  render  a  temporary  advance  by  the  treasurer  necessary  for 
enabling  the  Guardians  to  meet  the  current  charges;  but  this  ought 
never  to  be  resorted  to  if  it  can  possibly  be  avoided,  and  if  any  such 
advance  is  ever  made,  it  should  be  Ibr  the  shortest  period  ;  and  every 
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efTort  should  be  made  by  the  Guardians  to  place  themselves  ia  funds  in 
the  only  way  in  which  this  can  be  legally  effected,  namely,  by  making 
and  collecting  a  poor  rate.  There  have  been  several  instances  in  which 
Boards  of  Guardians  have  at  the  outset  obtained  advances  from  the 
treasurer,  and  in  which  a  charge  for  interest  on  such  advances  has  been 
made  in  the  accounts  of  the  Union,  and  hitherto  the  Poor  Law  Com- 
missioners have  not  directed  its  disallowance  by  the  auditor,  although 
they  have  always  considered  it  to  be  their  duty  to  call  attention  to  the 
charge,  as  being  not  only  unsanctioned  by  law,  but  in  great  measure 
opposed  to  the  provisions  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Act,  and  that  legal 
objection  to  such  charge  would  render  its  rejection  imperative. 

As  no  such  objection  has  been  made  on  this  occasion,  I  have  per- 
mitted it  to  pass,  but  my  doing  so  must  not  be  regarded  as  a  precedent 
to  be  followed  at  future  audits. 

The  prescribed  account  books  of  the  various  officers  I  found  to  be,  in 
the  main,  satisfactorily  kept.  Those  of  the  master  of  the  workhouse 
particularly  so,  but  he  has,  I  am  informed,  derived  considerable  assist- 
ance in  this  matter  from  the  constant  attention,  direction,  and  super- 
vision of  the  Finance  Committee;  such  assistance,  however,  ought  not 
to  be  looked  for,  or  relied  upon.  The  ledger  of  the  clerk,  and  the 
record  of  sickness  and  mortality  directed  to  be  kept  by  the  medical 
officer,  formed  the  only  exception  to  strict  order  and  regularity  in  the 
accounts.  I  have  called  the  attention  of  these  officers  to  the  necessity 
and  importance  of  greater  care  and  regard  to  this  portion  of  their  duties, 
and  I  do  not  anticipate  any  cause  of  future  complaint. 

All  outstanding  demands  against  the  Union,  up  to  the  25th  March 
had  been  called  in  and  discharged  by  the  Guardians,  within  seven  days 
of  that  date,  in  strict  conformity  with  the  Commissioners'  regulation  on 
that  subject  (sec.  3,  settlement  and  examination  of  accounts),  and  are 
ail  included  in  the  present  audit. 

In  the  Provision  Check  Account,  a  slight  difficulty  was  experienced 
by  the  Finance  Committee,  as  to  the  mode  in  which  the  collective 
number  of  days  should  be  made  to  correspond  correctly  with  the  total 
number  in  the  Abstract  of  the  relief  list.  Form  10  h.    To  obviate  this 
two  additional  classes  were  added  to  the  diet  table ;  1st,  of  paupers  on 
the  day  of  admission  ;  and  2nd,  of  paupers  on  the  day  of  discharo-e. 
The  first  are  included  in  the  collective  number  of  days,  the  second  ai^ 
not  included.    The  master  has  been  directed  to  follow  the  same  system 
ui  the  weekly  relief  lists,  Form  10  a,  so  that  the  collective  number  of 
days  Ml  the  Abstract  is  made  to  correspond.    This  does  not,  however, 
affect  the  account  of  provisions  consumed,  which  is  always  made  bonCi 
JkJc  according  to  the  actmil  consninptioii,  paiipers  on  the  days  of  their 
admission  or  discharge  (the  two  new  classes)  being  charged  for  their 
exact  consumption,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  sick.    Without  some 
f  nch  arrangement  or  regulation,  no  efficient  check  on  the  provisions 
consurned  could  be  maintained  by  Form  11,  because  a  pauper  of  any 
class,  if  charged  a  full  day's  diet  on  the  day  of  ids  admission,  and  the 
same  on  the  day  of  his  discliarge,  would  have  had  credit  for  two  full 
(lays  consumi)tion,  instead  of  one,  or  whatever  were  the  real  facts  of 
h!s  case  J— or  if,  as  is  the  practice,  I  am  informed,  in  some  Unions 
paupers  are  cliarged  a  full  day's  consumiition  on  the  day  of  their 
admission,  and  as  a  set-off",  nothing  on  the  day  of  their  dischar-'e,  the 
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master's  consumption  account  is  made  a  mere  lottery,  by  which  he 
■would  gain  or  lose,  according  to  the  hour  of  a  pauper's  admission  or 
discharge,  and  the  meals  he  consumes  or  abandons.  It  is  a  satisi'action 
to  me  to  find  that  you  have  repudiated  such  a  principle,  and  made  the 
consumption  account  what  it  ought  and  really  purports  to  be. 

Your  collectors  have  made  considerable  progress  in  the  collection  of 
the  rate  since  the  period  to  which  the  audit  extends.  One  of  them 
only  appears  to  proceed  very  slowly,  and  it  was  stated  in  explanation 
that  he  had  felt  a  difficulty  in  deciding  how  he  ought  to  proceed  to 
enforce  payment  from  defaulters,  and  especially  in  cases  of  removal. 
The  law  on  this  point  is  as  follows. 

The  71st  section  of  the  Irish  Poor  Relief  Act  recites,  that  the  rate 
shall  be  paid  by  the  person,  "  in  the  actual  occupation  of  the  rateable 
property  at  the  time  of  the  rate  made,  and,  on  his  default,  then  by  the 
person  subsequently  in  the  occupation  of  the  rateable  property.'"  This, 
at  first  sight,  appears  a  hardship,  but  in  reality  it  is  not  so,  for  another 
section  of  the  Act,  the  7Sth,  provides,  "  that  in  case  the  person  occupying 
such  property,  and  paying  such  rate  and  costs,  or  any  part  thereof,  shall 
not  be  the  person  primarily  liable  to  pay  the  rate  (which  such  new  comer 
would  not  be),  it  shall  be  lawful  for  him  to  deduct,  and  retain  the  whole 
of  the  rate,  and  such  costs  so  paid  by  him,  from  any  rent  paid  by  him." 
The  whole  burthen  of  the  rate  is  thus  cast  on  the  landlord,  if  his  tenant 
in  occupation  at  the  time  of  the  rale  made  departs  without  paying  it. 
The  powers  of  enforcing  payment  are  very  ample.  1st.  By  the  73rd 
section  of  the  Poor  Relief  Act,  the  same  powers  are  given  to  the  col- 
lectors of  poor  rates,  duly  appointed,  as  to  the  collectors  of  county  cess 
under  the  Grand  Jury  Act.  These  are  thus  defined  in  the  152nd  sec- 
tion of  the  latter  statute  (6  and  7  Wm.  IV.,  c.  116). 

"  And  be  it  enacted  that  every  person  duly  authorized  to  collect  and  levy 
any  grand  jury  cess  off  any  barony,  county  of  a  city,  or  county  of  a  town, 
as  soon  as  he  shall  have  received  the  applotment  of  such  cess,  shall  collect 
and  levy  the  same  accoiding  to  such  applotment,  and  such  money  may  bo 
levied  by  distress  and  sale  of  any  goods  and  chattels  of  every  person  refusing 
to  pay  the  proportion  therein  applotted  for  him  or  her  to  pay,  which  may 
be  found  on  the  premises  chargeable,  rendering  to  the  owner  the  overplus 
(if  any)  after  deducting  the  expenses  of  distraining,  not  exceedmg  twelve 
pence  in  the  pound,  on  the  sum  for  which  such  distress  may  have  been 
made ;  or  in  case  the  collector  shall  not  think  it  expedient  to  proceed  by 
distress,  then,  and  in  such  case,  such  collector  shall  leave  at  the  dwelling- 
house  of  the  party  chargeable  for,  or  in  respect  of  such  premises,  a  notice 
bearing  date  the  day  and  year  of  serving  the  same,  subscribed  with  the 
name  and  abode  of  such  collector,  requiring  payment  of  the  sum  applotted 
within  six  days  from  the  date  of  such  notice,  and  expressing  that  within  six 
days  the  money  demanded  «iay  be  paid  to  the  collector  at  his  house  or 
office,  and  if  such  money  be  not  so  paid  witliin  such  time,  then  it  shail  be 
lawful  for  such  collector  to  prefer  a  complaint  to  any  justice  of  the  peace 
for  the  county  in  which  the  party  may  reside,  and  such  justice  shall  sum- 
mon the  party  so  complained  against  to  appear  before  him,  and  answer  the 
said  complaint,  and  shall  at  the  time  specified  in  such  summons,  examine 
into  the  matter  of  such  complaint,  on  oath  (which  oath  the  justice  is 
empowered  to  administer),  and  shall  direct  the  payment  to  such  collector 
of  such  money  as  he  shall  find  due  and  payable  under  such  applotment,  by 
the  party  complained  as^ainst,  togelher  with  a  sum  certain,  as  and  for  such 
reasonable  costs  and  charges,  as  to  such  justices  shall  seem  meet,  and  in 
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default  of  the  appearance  of  such  party,  or  upon  his  or  her  refusal,  orneglecf, 
Ibrthwitl^  to  pay  the  sum  or  sums  so  by  such  justice  da-ecled  to  be  paid  it 
shall  and  may  be  lavvlul  for  such  justice,  or  for  any  justice  of  the  peace  for 
such  county,  to  issue  his  warrant,  authorizing  and  (■mpowering  the  said 
collector  to  levy  the  money  thereby  ordered  to  be  paid  by  distress  and  sale 
of  the  goods  or  chattels  of  the  party  so  complained  against,  which  may  be 
found  within  any  part  of  such  county,  rendermg  the  overplus  (if  any)  to 
him  or  her,  the  necessary  charges  and  expenses  of  distraminff,  being  there- 
out first  deducted,  as  directed  by  such  justice,  and  it  sufficient  distress 
cannot  be  found  within  the  same  county,  then  on  oalh  thereof  made  before 
any  justice  of  the  peace  of  any  other  county  in  which  any  of  the  goods  and 
chattels  of  such  party  shall  be  found  (which  oalh  such  justice  shall  admi- 
nister and  certify  by  indorsuig  in  his  handwriting,  his  name  on  the  warrant, 
eranted  to  make  such  distress),  the  goods  or  chattels  of  such  paiiy  so 
refusing  or  neglecting  to  pay  as  aforesaid,  shall  be  subject  and  liable  to 
such  distress  and  sale  in  such  other  county,  where  tlie  same  may  be  found, 
and  may  by  virtue  of  such  warrant  and  certificate  be  distrained  and  sold  in 
the  same  manner  as  if  the  same  had  been  found  within  such  first-mentioned 
county." 

The  next  section,  the  153rd  of  the  same  statute,  gives  the  collector 
power  to  sue  by  civil  bill,  before  the  assistant  barrister,  for  any  amount 
under  50/. 

It  will  be  observed  that  under  the  152nd  section  two  courses  are 
legal;  1st,  to  distrain  on  non-payment  of  rate  on  demand,  in  which 
case  the  amount  to  be  allowed  for  costs  must  not  exceed  twelve  pence 
in  the  pound  on  the  amount  distrained  for;  and  2ndly,  to  leave  a 
notice  of  the  demand  made  at  the  dweUing-house  of  the  party  charge- 
able, calling  for  payment  within  six  days  from  the  date  of  such  notice. 
In  the  event  of  default  of  payment  within  that  period,  the  party  may  be 
summoned  before  a  justice,  who  is  empowered  to  direct  the  payment 
of  the  amount  due  for  rate,  "  together  with  a  sum  certain,  as  and  for 
such  reasonable  costs  and  charges  as  to  such  justice  shall  seem  meet." 

The  latter  course  is  the  one  that  I  have  strongly  advised  the  collec- 
tors to  adopt,  first,  because  I  think  it  preferable  that  the  law  should  be 
enforced  through  the  ordinary  tribunals  of  the  country,  those  which  are 
familiar  to  the  people,  and  to'which  they  have  been  accustomed  to  look 
for  justice,  rather  than  that  they  should,  as  it  were,  take  the  law  into 
their  own  hands  ;  secondly,  because  I  think  the  latter  course  vk'ould  be 
exceedingly  likely  to  lead  to  dangerous  and  hostile  collisions  ;  and 
lastly,  because  under  it  the  amount  of  costs  allowable,  namely,  one 
shilling  in  the  pound,  is  really  inadequate  to  defray  the  actual  expendi- 
ture of  the  distraint. 

On  this  subject  it  may  not  be  undesirable  to  direct  your  attention  to 
the  copy  of  an  opinion  given  by  the  late  Solicitor-General,  on  a  case 
aid  before  him  by  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  : — ■ 

"  I  am  of  opinion  that  under  the  73rd  section  a  power  is  given  to  the 
collector  of  the  Poor  Rate  of  preferring  a  complaint  before  a  justice,  and 
taking  the  steps  prescribed  by  the  152nd  section  of  the  Grand  Jury  Act, 
the  G  and  7  William  IV.  c,  IIC,  for  recovery  of  the  sum  applutlcd  on 
each  individual,  and  I  think  that  such  power  is  not  confined  to  the  period 
of  two  months  after  the  making  of  the  rate.  I  think  the  remedies  given  by 
the  73rd  section  are  against  the  parson  applotted  on  oi'  rated,  and  that  the 
remedy  of  the  distress,  given  by  the  78th  section,  is  against  the  proj)erly 
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rated  ;  and  this  remedy  cannot  be  resorted  to  until  the  end  of  two  months 
after  the  rate  made,  during  which  lime  it  was  supposed  the  amount  mis/ht 
il  practicable,  have  been  levied  against  the  individual.  I  think  this  con- 
struction will  account  for  and  explain  the  necessity  for  the  two  sections 
and  therefore,  in  my  opinion,  the  proceeding  before  the  justices  against  the 
%ndividual  who  owed  the  rate  may  be  taken  either  before  or  after  the  two 
months  after  the  making  of  the  rate,  but  the  proceedings  against  the  vro- 
perty  rated  cannot  be  taken  until  two  months  have  expired." 

mh  August,  \  (Signed)         Richard  Mooke. 
I  subjoin  the  form  of  notice  I  have  instructed  the  collectors  to  use. 
 _____  Electoral  Division. 


No.   

Notice  left 
Amount  £ 


184 


Where  and  with  I 
whom  left  .  J " 

By 


Remarks 


For  the  Collector''s  Information. 
The  subjoined  notice  must  be  carefully 
filled  up,  and  must  bear  date  the  day  iiud 
year  of  serving  the  same.  It  must  be  sub- 
scribed with  the  name  and  place  of  al)ode 
of  the  collector,  and  lie  left  at  the  dwelling- 
house  of  the  party  chargeable.  If  the 
amount  be  not  paid  within  the  six  days,  the 
collector  must  summon  the  defaulter  to 
appear  before  a  magistrate.  He  must  have 
his  collecting  book  at  the  hearing  of  the 
case,  as  evidence  of  tlie  amount  owing 
for  j)Oor  rates,  and  his  notice  book  to  prove 
the  due  service  of  the  notice.  The  magis- 
trate is  empowered  to  adjudge  payment  of 
the  amount  owing  for  rates,  "  together  with 
a  sum  certain  as  and  for  such  reasonable 
costs  and  charges  as  to  such  justice  shall 
seem  meet,"  6  and  7  Wm.  iV.,  c.  116,  s. 
152  ;  vide  also  1  and  2  Vic,  c.  56,  s.  73. 
For  convenience  of  reference  it  should  be 
numbered  the  same  as  the  number  of  the 
party  in  the  collecting  book. 


Acts  6  andl  JVm.  IF.,  c.  1)6,  and  1  and  i 
Vic,  c.  56. 

No  

Pursuant  to  the  pov.-er  and  authority 
vested  in  me  by  the  above-recited  Acts  as 

Collector  of  Poor  Rates  witliin  the  

Union,  I  do  hereby  require  payment  from 
you  within  six  days,  from  the  date  of  this 

notice  of  the  sum  of  £  ,  being 

the  amount  of  Poor  Rate  duly  assessed  ujion 
you  in  respect  of  your  rateable  heredita- 
ments within  the  said  Union  in 

my  collection.  And  I  hereby  give  you 
notice  that  the  same  may  be  paid  to  me 
within  such  six  days  at  my  house  or  office, 

situated  at  ,  in  the  county  of  , 

and  iti  the  event  of  your  default  in  payment 
of  the  same,  further  proceedings  will  be 
forthwith  instituted  against  jou  for  the 
amount,  together  with  all  reasonable  costs 
and  chart^es  attendant   on    such  default. 

Given  under  my  hand  this    day  of 

 J  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 

thousand  eight  hundred  and  furty-two. 

 Collector. 


Place  of  Abode 


To 


The  sanatory  condition  of  the  inmates  of  the  house  from  its  openino- 
appears  to  have  been  perfectly  satisfactory,  no  epidemic  or  contagious 
disorder  having  been  prevalent.  The  record  of  births  and  deaths  shows 
but  one  of  the  latter,  that  of-an  aged  person  fast  declining  at  the  period 
of  admission  into  the  establishment.  Tlie  comparatively  small  number 
of  inmates  of  the  infirmary  has  prevented  any  difficulty  in  the  check 
of  the  hospital  consumption  account,  but  from  the  minute  quantities 
and  varied  description  of  tiie  articles  necessarily  ordered  by  tiie  medical 
officers,  this  is  usually  found  to  be  a  matter  of  some  complication 
where  the  numbers  are  larjier. 

In  a  neighbouring  Union  1  have,  with  the  assistance  of  the  surgeon, 
framed  a  weekly  Table  of  the  dietary  of  the  sick,  which  appears  to  be 
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well  calculated  to  check  this  branch  of  the  ^Y'l^Tl'^l  W  Ihe 
I  think  it  desirable  to  lay  before  you,  in  order  ^h^t  you  may  have  th 
opportunity  of  availing-  yourself  of  it  should  you  at  any  tune  deem  it 
requisite  so  to  do. 


No.  13  — Hospital  Dietauv  Sheet, 


184 


Week  ending 


Day. 


Sunday 
Monday 
Tuesday  . 
Wednesday 
Thursday  . 
Friday  . 
Saturday  . 

Total  .  . 


Patients. 


Breakfasts. 


O  O 


Dinners. 


Suppers. 


o 


Da)'. 


Sunday 

Monday    .  . 
Tuesday 
"Wednesday 
Thursday  . 
Friday  .... 
Saturday   .     .  . 

Total 


Extras,  quantify  ordered  of  each. 


lbs. 


lbs, 


lbs. 


qts. 


ozs, 


pts 


ozs 


be 
« 
CO 


pis. 


pts, 


pts. 


pts. 


3; 


The  totals  of  the  foregoing  Table  show  weekly  the  number  ot 
paupers  on  each  of  the  dietaries  in  use  in  the  hospital,  as  well  as  the 
quantities  of  extras  ordered.  As  however  the  house  dietary  vanes  for 
I)atients  of  particular  ages,  that  of  an  adult  being  larger  than  that  of  a 
child,  it  is  necessary,  in  order  to  arrive  at  an  exact  calculation  of  the 
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ual  consumption,  tluit  the  number  of  paupers  of  each  class  should 
shown  which  is  readily  done  by  a  daily  classification  made  in  the 
ovvnig  torm  :  — 


No.  14 — House  Diet  Patients 


week  ending 


184 


Day. 


Sunday  . 
Monday  . 
Tuesday  . 
Wednesday 
Thursday 
Friday 
Saturday  . 


Breakfasts. 


sis 


Dinners. 


a 

3  o  o 


4;  at 

5  = 


o 
H 


Suppers. 


a 

•C  — . 

5  " 


In  the  minutes  of  your  proceedings,  which  appear  to  be  clearly  and 
carefully  recorded,  I  do  not  see  any  matter  calling  for  particidar  com- 
ment, with  the  exception  of  a  resolution  stated  to  be  unanimously 
adopted,  expressive  of  the  opinion  of  the  Board,  tbat  without  a  Vagrant 
Act  as  an  auxiliary  to  the  Irish  Poor  Belief  Act,  the  latter  statute 
would  not  have  a  fair  chance  of  being  carried  out  into  full  beneficial 
operation,  or  the  rate-payers  be  protected  from  the  almost  irresistible 
demands  of  the  mendicant,  in  addition  to  the  legal  payments  tliey  are 
called  on  to  make  for  the  support  of  the  destitute.  The  opinions  vou 
have  expressed  on  this  subject,  I  find  entertained  by  almost  every  person 
with  whom  my  official  duties  have  brought  me  into  communication, 
and  T  doubt  not  that  as  soon  as  the  workhouses  are  opened  generally 
throughout  the  country,  so  as  to  prevent  the  actual  necessity  of  mendi- 
cancy in  any  locality,  the  Government  and  the  legislature  will  deem 
the  subject  worthy  of  their  best  consideration.  I  subjoin,  in  conclusion, 
a  summary  of  the  total  receipts  and  expenditure  of  the  Union. 

[See  Table,  No.  15,  p.  317.] 

This  sheet  shows  the  total  amount  of  payments  made  by  draft  on 
the  treasurer  (which  is  the  only  course  adopted  in  your  Union),  the 
petty  cash  disbursements,  when  amounting  to  a  given  sum,  being  al- 
ways so  discharged,  to  amount  to  1,877/.  14^.  lid.  Preceding 
Tables  illustrate  exactly  the  manner  in  which  this  sum  has  been  ap- 
pHed  in  detail.  From  these  it  appears  that  the  total  disbursements 
of  the  Union,  charged  to  the  various  electoral  divisions  composing  it, 
to  the  25th  March,  amounted  to  1454/.  5?.  5cZ.  The  value  of^'the 
clothing,  and  clothing  materials  in  store,  amounted  to  396/.  15^.8^., 
being  their  net  value  estimated  at  cost  price,  deducting  9/.  2s.  6d.  for 
wear  and  tear  by  the  paupers  of  that  in  actual  use,  and  apportioned 
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No.  15. — GoREY  Union. 
Balance  Sheet  from  formation  of  Union,  U\h  December,  1839,  to  1st  Audit,  25th 

March,  1842. 


Paid  hy  Collectors  to  Trensnrer 
on  AccoHiil  of  Rate  up  to  25lh 
March  

liaUiiice  dun  to  Treasurer,  in- 
cluding outstuudiB^  Drafts*  . 


£.    s.  d. 

1,558  13  8 
319   1  3 


1,877  14  11 


Drafts  drawn  on  Treasurer  for 
Clolliinj,',i)er  Schedule,  No.  10 
Ditto  for  Furniture  and  Bedding, 
per  Schedule,  No.  9.    .    .  . 
Ditto    for    Coals,    Soap,  Me- 
dicines, &c  

,,    Vaccination  ..... 
,,    Account  Bouivs  and  Sta- 
tionery   

, ,  Salaries  of  OfTicers  from  for- 
mation of  Union,  I'lth 
December,  1839,  to  25lh 
March,  1S42    .    .    .  . 

, ,  Provisions  

,,    Advertisements  .... 

,,  Insurance   

, ,  Election,  Law,  and  Valua- 
tion Expenses,  per  Sche- 
dule, No.  7  

,,  Incidentals  

, ,    Petty  Expenses  .... 


£■    s.  d. 

405  18  2 

673   0  6 

56^6  2 
4-i  13  3 

34  13  1 


135  7  8 

80  13  7 

24  19  3 

4  10  0 


335  19  C 
23  15  0 
7  8  9 

1,877  u  n 


*  This  balance  has  been  subsequently  paid. 

accordingly.  The  value  of  provisions  in  hand,  201.  is.,  and  of  coals, 
!5oap,  and  otlier  necessaries,  6/.  9s.  lOtZ.,  making-  an  exact  total  of 
1,877/.  14s.  llcZ.,  the  amount  of  the  drafts  on  the  treasurer. 

The  only  funds  accruing-  to  the  Union  have  been  the  receipts  of 
rates j  these  amounted  to  1558/.  13s.  8c/.;  the  expenditure  to  the 
25th  March  to  1454A  5?.  5c/.,  leaving  a  balance  in  favour  of  the 
Union  of  104/.  8s.  3c/.  at  the  period  to  which  my  audit  extends. 

I  cannot  conclude  my  report  to  you  without  availing-  my.self  of  (he 
op])orlunity  it  affurds  me  of  expressing  the  gratification  I  have  de- 
rived from  the  zeal  and  attenlion  of  the  members  of  yoiu- Board  in 
general  to  the  due  performance  of  their  responsible  duties,  evinced  as 
they  have  been  by  the  constancy  of  the  usual  attendances  both  at 
Committee  and  Board  meetings,  and  by  the  order  and  propriety 
which  have  characterized  the  proceedings  of  each ;  and  I  am  sure  I 
should  not  be  consulting-  either  your  feelings,  or  my  own,  were  I  to 
omit  recording  the  high  sense  we  in  common  entertain  of  the  valuable 
assistance  which  has  been  rendered  to  the  Union  by  your  justly  es- 
teemed chairman,  the  Earl  of  Courtown.  To  the  discriminatina;  jud"*- 
ment,  humanity,  and  abinty  whicli  have  marked  his  Lordship's 
course  of  conduct  since  he  has  presided  at  your  Board  may  we,  I  am 
persuaded,  in  a  great  degree,  attribute  the  harmony  which  has  there 
been  undeviatii,gly  maintained,  and  the  unceasing  ellbrts,  thereby 
best  j)romn(ed,  to  combine  justice  to  tlie  rate-payers  with  the  fullest 
measure  of  mercy,  charity,  and  forbearance  towards  the  unfortunate  ob- 
jects of  their  bounty. 

I  have  the  honour,  &c. 
To  Richard  M.  Muggeridge, 

77i6'  C/iairman  and  Board  of      Auditor  and  Assistant  Poor  Laxo 
Guardians  of  the  G'orey  Union.  Commissioner. 
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No.  3. 

VACCINATION  EXTENSION  ACT. 

I. — IIeport  on  the  Arrangements  for  Carrying-  into  Effect  the  Pro- 
visions of  the  Vaccination  Extension  Act,  and  their  Results. — 
By  Denis  Phelan,  Esq.,  M.R.C.S.L.,  Assistant  Commissioner. 

Poor  Law  Commission  Office, 
Gentlemen,  Dublin,  2bth  March,  1842. 

Having  carefully  examii\ed  the  returns  and  other  communica- 
tions made  to  this  office  on  the  subject  of  vaccination,  and  having 
availed  myself  of  the  many  opportunities  presented  to  me  of  making 
inquiry  respecting  the  operation  of  the  Vaccination  Extension  Act  in 
every  part  of  Ireland,  I  have  the  honour  of  submitting  the  result  of 
that  examination  and  those  inquiries. 

The  returns  show  that,  up  to  this  date,  vaccination  contracts  have 
been  entered  into  for  all  the  electoral  divisions  in  88  Unions,  and  for 
some  electoral  divisions  in  12  other  Unions,  containing  altogether  a 
population  of  about  5,322,000.  These  are  divided  into  640  vaccin- 
ation districts,  to  which  470  medical  gentlemen  have  been  appointed, 
160  of  whom  are  physicians,  220  surgeons,  and  87  are  apothecaries. 
Three  appear  to  be  medical  students,  or  persons  who  possess  no  legal 
qualification  to  practise  in  either  of  the  above  capacities. 

Some  have  contracted  for  an  entire  Union,  others  for  one  or  more 
electoral  divisions  comprising  a  portion  of  a  Union,  or  portions  of  ad- 
joining Unions.  The  population  so  contracted  for  by  individuals 
averages  from  nearly  40,000  to  1000. 

In  30  Unions,  of  which  I  annex  a  list,  there  are  no  contracts  for 
carrying  the  Act  into  operation.  The  joint  population  of  these  Unions, 
and  of  the  electoral  divisions,  in  the  12  before  alluded  to  (in  which 
portions  only  have  been  contracted  for),  is  about  2,441,000,  being 
nearly  one-third  of  that  of  the  entire  kingdom. 

It  appears  that  the  Abbeyleix  and  Newcastle  Boards  of  Guardians 
appointed  vaccinators  at  \s.  6d.  and  25.  6d.  per  successful  case,  and 
that  the  Ennis  Board  of  Guardians  agreed  to  pay  each  vaccinator  a 
salary  of  201.  per  year,  in  open  contravention  of  the  provisions  of  llie 
Act ;  but  as  your  Board  refused  to  sanction  these  appointments,  the 
Act  is  not  yet  carried  into  operation  in  these  Unions. 

The  most  respectable  practitioners  in  many  districts  have  entered 
into  contracts;  in  others,  none  but  junior  physicians  and  surgeons 
have  done  so  ;  in  some,  none  but  apothecaries  have  offered. 

Generally,  the  physicians  and  surgeons  who  have  entered  into  con- 
tracts are  graduates  of  Trinity  College,  Dublin,  or  of  the  universities 
and  colleges  of  London,  Edinburgh,  or  Glasgow.  A  few  licentiates 
of  the  Dublin  College'of  Surgeons  have  made  contracts. 

In  many  Unions  the  vaccinator  is  the  medical  superintendent  of  the 
dispensary  district  in  or  near  which  he  resides ;  in  many  others,  the 
medical  officers  of  dispensaries  at  first  refused  to  contract  on  the  terms 
su"o-ested  by  you  and  offered  by  the  Guardians,  namely.  Is.  per  suc- 
cessful case  for  the  first  200,  and  6d.  for  each  above  that  lumiber. 
Several  of  these  have  since,  however,  contracted,  and  appear  to  be 
zealously  engaged  in  carrying  the  Act  into  operation  ;  but  a  very 
considerable  number  of  this  class  still  decline  to  offer  their  services, 
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Several  of  the  medical  attendants  of  fever  hospitals  and  one  county 
infirmary  surgeon  have  entered  into  contracts. 

In  several  Unions  contracts  were  entered  inlo  towards  the  end  of 
the  year  1840  and  early  in  1841.  The  tolal  number  returned  as  suc- 
cessfully vacci^nated  up  to  this  date  amounts  to  104,713,  which  aver- 
ag-es  nearly  2  per  cent,  on  the  entire  population  of  the  districts  in 
wliich  contracts  have  been  made.  The  annexed  Table  (A)  shows  the 
number  returned  as  successfully  vaccinated  in  each  Union,  and  the 
proportion  which  these  returns  bear  to  the  population.  This  propor- 
tion varies  greatly,  being  16^^  per  cent,  in  the  Cahirciveen  Union, 
9  per  cent,  in  the  Kanturk  Union,  Q\  in  the  Macroom  Union,  and  5^ 
in  the  Killarney  and  Shillelagh  Unions ;  whilst  in  Castlebar  and  New- 
townards  Unions,  it  is  not  -^V  per  cent.*  But  great  as  this  disparity 
is,  that  which  takes  place  in  the  electoral  divisions  of  the  same  Union 
is  equally  so.  In  the  Kanturk  and  Kilbrin  electoral  divisions  of  the 
Kanturk  Union,  for  instance,  35  per  cent,  on  the  whole  population  is 
stated  to  have  been  successfully  vaccinated,  although  the  return  for 
the  Castlemagna  division  is  not  one  per  cent.  A  .similar  disparity 
occurs  in  many  other  Unions. 

The  more  influential  practitioners  in  many  Unions,  who  hold  in- 
firmaries and  dispensaries,  and  to  whom  you  advised  that  a  preference 
should  in  general  be  given,  having  refused  to  enter  into  contracts,  their 
example  was  followed  in  several  instances  by  the  junior  physicians  and 
surgeons,  and  by  the  apothecaries.  But  it  is  thought  that  many  of 
these  two  classes  would  vaccinate  on  the  terms  offered,  were  they  not 
somewhat  influenced  by  the  first  class.  In  several  instances,  compe- 
tent parties  have  contracted  even  under  the  pressure,  it  is  stated,  of  such 
example  or  influence.  But  it  is  satisfactory  to  perceive  that  many  dis- 
pensary medical  officers  and  other  respectable  practitioners,  who  at  first 
refused,  have  since  become  contractors,  and  that  several  of  these  appear 
to  be  most  zealous  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties.  I  have  reason  to 
believe  that  many  qualified  and  competent  persons  in  several  of  the 
Unions  and  portion.^  of  Unions,  in  which  no  arrangements  have  been 
made,  would  willingly  offer  their  services  (whether  to  forward  tlie 
benevolent  intentions  of  the  legislature,  or  for  the  remuneration  to  be 
obtained,  or  for  both,  is  not  material,)  were  they  not  restrained  by  the 
considerations  to  which  I  have  alluded,  and  by  others  to  which  I  shall 
immediately  advert. 

I  observe  that  several  who  were  appointed  vaccinators  in  1840,  or 
early  in  1841,  have  made  no  returns,  and  that  many  others  have 
vaccinated  but  very  few  in  proportion  to  the  population.  In  58  such 
tiistricts,  none  have  been  returned  as  vaccinated  ;  in  77  the  number 
returned  only  averages  16  in  each  district.  In  many  others  the  pro- 
portion vaccinated  is  very  small  compared  with  the  population,  of 
which  it  might  i)e  expected  tluit,  in  the  first  year,  about  1  in  20  would 
require  the  protection  of  cow-pock. 

Thus  it  is  evident  that,  whilst  contracts  have  not  been  entered  into 
in  about  one-thin!  of  the  kingdom,  vaccination  has  not  been  ])er- 
tbrmed  in,  or  at  least  no  returns  have  been  received  from,  many  dis- 
tricts in  which  contr;iclH  were  niado  early  enough  to  enable  the 
medical  oHicers  to  have  vaccinated  a  considerable  number  had  they 
*  la  -36  Unions  it  is  undur  one  per  cent. 
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been  so  disposed,  or  had  (;iicums(ances  admitted  of  their  doing;  so. 
It  may  hence  be  inferred  that  such  medical  men  are  not  zealous  in  the 
discharge  of  the  duty  they  have  undertaken,  or  that  they  find  it  diffi- 
cult to  discharge  it ;  and  it  is  to  be  feared  that  some  have  only  con- 
tracted in  order  to  prevent  other  practitioners  from  coming  into  their 
districts. 

I  have  heard  it  stated  that,  although  some  contractors  make  no  re- 
turns, they  vaccinate  such  as  apply  from  amongst  the  class  that 
usually  obtains  dispensary  relief ;  and  that  the  medical  attendants  of 
some  dispensaries  and  of  some  infirmaries  adopt  the  same  course, 
which  I  believe  to  be  the  case.  But  I  have  reason  to  know  that  the 
extent  to  which  vaccination  is  carried  on  in  many  such  districts  is  very 
limited,  and  is  insufficient  for  the  wants  or  for  the  protection  of  the 
community ;  and  further  that,  in  some  instances,  these  returns  are  not 
to  be  depended  on,  as  they  include  all  who  have  been  operated  on  ; 
and,  as  many  of  these  are  not  subsequently  seen  by  the  vaccinator, 
some,  perhaps  a  considerable  portion,  must  be  liable  to  small-pox. 

I  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  returns  made  by  some  dispensary 
medical  officers  are  incorrect,  and  that  the  number  stated  to  have  been 
vaccinated  is  much  exaggerated. 

But  even  although  the  entire  of  the  class  which  usually  obtains  in- 
firmary and  dispensary  relief  were  vaccinated  by  such  of  the  medical 
officers  of  those  institutions  as  refuse  to  make  contracts,  this  still  would 
not  fulfil  the  objects  contemplated  by  Parliament,  as  many  who  are  not 
considered  to  be  fit  objects  for  such  relief,  would  not  receive  it,  although 
entitled  to  it  under  this  Act. 

The  circumstances,  then,  which  chiefly  impede  its  more  extensive 
operation  are — 

1st.  The  opposition  made  to  it  by  certain  members  of  the  medical 
profession,  who  not  only  refuse  to  make  contracts  themselves,  although 
holding  infirmaries  and  dispensaries,  but  who  have  influenced  others, 
otherwise  disposed  to  offer  their  services,  from  doing  so. 

2ndly.  The  indisposition  of  medical  men,  who  are  not  so  influenced, 
to  make  contracts,  on  account  of  the  uncertainty  of  the  remuneration 
they  would  be  likely  to  receive  for  the  time  and  labour  devoted  to  the 
subject. 

Srdly.  The  luiwillingness  of  some  Boards  of  Guardians  to  make 
contracts  at  the  rate  of  remuneration  suggested  by  you,  and  the  refusal 
of  other  Boards  to  contract  at  any  sum  whatever,  from  an  erroneous 
opinion  that  vaccination  is  sufficiently  performed  by  the  medical 
attendants  of  dispensaries. 

Although  many  dispensary  medical  attendants  and  others,  who  at 
first  refused  to  vaccinate  under  the  Act,  have  since  made  contracts,  so 
large  a  portion  of  them  yet  decline  to  do  so,  that  it  is  tobe  apprehended 
that  similar  difficulties  will  still  continue  to  exist.  In  several  Unions, 
however,  this  opposition  has,  as  you  last  year  anticipated,  considerably 
diminished,  but  not  to  the  extent  that  was  reasonably  expected,  or  that 
could  be  desired. 

The  unwillingness  of  many  medical  men  to  vaccinate  under  the  Act 
arises  from  the  well-known  difficulty  of  inducing  the  parents  of  children 
to  bring  them  to  the  vaccinator  on  the  jjarticular  days  on  which  it  is 
necessary  he  should  see  them,  in  order  that  he  be  enabled  (o  certify 
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if  the  operation  has  been  successful.  Although  many  of  the  wovkmo- 
classes  in  this  country,  those  residing  in  and  near  ci  .es  and  towns  pa  - 
Ucu  arlv,  eao-erly  avail  themselves  of  the  benefits  of  cow-pock,  severa 
viH  no  permit  I  supply  of  lymph  to  be  taken  from  the.r  chddren,  and 
for  this  reason  they  omit  to  bring-  them  back  on  the  e.ghth  or  twelfth 
day.  The  consequences  are  that  a  sufficient  supply  of  virus  cannot  be 
alvvays  insured,  and  that  a  conscientious  medical  man  will  not  be  paid 
for  such  cases;  for  as  he  has  not  seen  them  at  the  proper  periods,  he, 
of  course,  will  not  certify  that  they  have  been  successfully  vaccinated. 

Knowing  the  habits  of  the  working  classes  on  this  point  and  learmng 
from  a  considerable  number  of  respectable  medical  men  (who  are  well 
disposed  to  the  law),  that  a  large  proportion  of  those  vvlio  are  vacci- 
nated in  dispensary  practice,  or  under  the  Vaccination  Extension  Act, 
do  not  return  on  the  prescribed  days,  or  on  any  day  when  the  vaccina- 
tor would  be  enabled  to  ascertain  if  the  child's  constitution  was  properly 
affected,  I  am  of  opinion  that  until  this  difficulty  is  got  rid  of,  vaccina- 
tion will  be  much  impeded.  If  a  medical  man  who  is  really  determined 
to  carry  out  the  Act  in  its  full  spirit,  and  to  refuse  certificates  to  any 
who  have  not  been  examined  by  him  on  the  eighth  and  twelfth  days 
(on,  or  about,  both  of  which  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  he  shou  d 
see  the  cases),  operate  on,  suppose  10  children  twice  in  each  vyeek, 
and  that  only  one-half  the  number  is  brought  back  to  him,  il  is  evident 
lhat  he  must  feel  it  a  great  hardship  to  be  compelled  to  vaccmate  all 
who  are  brought  to  him,  and  yet  that  he  can  obtain  no  remuneration 
for  those  who  will  not  return. 

The  prejudice  to  which  I  allude  is  not  confined  to  the  poor;  it 
exists,  although  in  a  less  degree,  of  course,  amongst  the  middle  classes, 
who,  as  well  as  the  poor,  were  alike  averse  to  permit  small- pox  matter 
to  be  taken  from  their  children  before  the  introduction  of  cow-pox. 

It  is  well  known  that  some  resist  the  influence  of  cow-pock  vims  until 
repeatedly  subjected  to  it;  on  this  account  it  is  necessary  that  the  vacci- 
nator should  see  the  child  on  the  proper  days.  But  as  a  spurious  in- 
flammation often  takes  place,  many  parents  ignorantly  consider  any 
such  appearance  to  be  sufficient ;  consequently,  many  of  those  who  are 
not  seen  by  the  vaccinator  on  the  above-mentioned  days  must  be  liable 
to  small-pox,  and  will  on  a  future  occasion  either  become  its  victims 
or  suffer  seriously  from  their  not  having  been  successfully  vaccinated. 

Eflorts  have  been  made  to  obviate  this  difliculty,  by  compelling  the 
parlies  to  leave  a  deposit,  which  is  to  be  returned  on  the  successful  issue 
of  the  case,  and  provided  the  child  is  brought  on  the  prescribed  days, 
and  that  liberty  is  given  to  take  lymph  from  the  vesicle.  The  deposit 
varies  from  6d.  to  2s.,  and  is  usually  forfeited  if  the  terms  be  not  com- 
plied with. 

This  practice  secures  the  regular  attendance  of  a  far  greater  number 
than  would  otherwise  return",  and  is,  I  am  informed,  adopted  wiih 
much  advantage  by  the  Directors  of  the  Dublin  Cow-pock  Institution, 
who  state  that  previously  many  on  whom  they  operated  did  not 
return. 

It  is  deserving  of  remark,  that  those  by  whom  deposits  are  obtained 
state  that,  as  might  be  expected,  the  poor  generally  return,  to  entitle 
them  to  the  sum  deposited,  but  that  persons  in  more  comfortable  cir- 
cumstances do  so  in  far  less  proportion. 
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I  am  of  opinion  that  were  a  system  of  this  kind  acted  on,  it  would 
prove  high  y  beneficial  ;  1st,  by  securing  a  regular  supply  of  fresh 
ymph;  2nd  y  by  insuring  the  child's  attendance  until  the  vaccinator 
.as  been  enabled  to  afFord  the  necessary  protection,  or  until  the  consti- 
ut.on  IS  found  incapable  of  being  affected;  and,  3rdly,  by  securin-  to 
the  medica  man  payment  for  each  case  which  he  successfully  vacci- 
nates, which,  with  very  few  exceptions,  will  be  for  as  many  as  he  ope- 
rates on  who  had  not  before  had  small-pox  or  cow-pock.  And  althouU 
the  sum  for  each  may  be  small,  such  as  devote  time  and  attention  to 
that  duty  will  then  be  remunerated  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  chil- 
dren who  are  susceptible  of  cow-pock. 

It  is,  however,  to  be  observed,  that  even  although  the  practice  of 
exacting  deposits  were  adopted,  many  in  this  country  would  be  unable 
to  give  the  necessary  sum,  supposing  it  to  be  only  a  difficulty  which 
should  be  provided  for.  But  as  farmers,  tradespeople,  and  other 
parties  m  somewhat  comfortable  circumstances,  will  certainly  avail 
themselves,  as  many  such  now  do,  of  the  benefits  of  the  Act,  a  lam-e 
proportion  of  those  who  are  likely  to  apply  to  the  vaccinators  can  affoTd 
to  deposit  the  sum  of  1^.,  or  even  more,  if  necessary. 

With  the  view  of  securing  the  benefits  of  vaccination  to  all,  and  of 
obtaining  the  services  of  the  medical  profession,  generally,  in  carryin"- 
it  out  zealously,  I  would  sus-o-est —  ^ 

1st.  That  the  contractors  be  authorized  to  vaccinate  all  who  are 
brought  to  them,  on  fixed  days,  on  the  deposit  of  a  sum  equal  to  that 
which  is  to  be  paid  for  each  snccessfid  case,  such  deposit  to  be  returned 
when  the  contractor  certifies  the  issue  of  the  case ;  but  to  be  forfeited 
to  him  if  the  party  has  not  returned  on  the  prescribed  days,  or  will  not 
allow  lymph  to  be  taken. 

2ndly.  That  those  who  are  unable  or  unwilling  to  give  this  deposit, 
shall  bring  the  vaccinator  a  certificate  of  inability  to  do  so  from  one  of 
the  elected  or  ex-ojjicio  Guardians  residing  in  the  electoral  division,  or 
from  the  warden. 

3rdly.  That  the  contractor  be  entitled  to  payment  for  all  who  are  so 
certified,  and  on  whom  he  has  operated,  even  although  thty  may  not 
return  on  the  prescribed  days. 

4thly,  When  the  Guardians  refuse  to  take  the  necessary  steps  to 
make  contracts,  either  fin-  the  entire  Union  or  for  any  portion  of  it,  or 
are  unable  to  do  so,  that  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  be  empowered 
to  appoint  vaccinators  on  such  terms  as  circumstances  will  admit  of 

5lhly.  As  a  steady  supjily  of  vaccine  lymph,  from  a  source  on  which 
full  confidence  can  be  placed,  must  be  very  essential,  that  all  contractors 
be  supplied  with  it  by  the  Directors  of  the  Dublin  Cow-pock  Institution, 
free  of  expense,  in  the  same  manner  as  lymph  is  now  supplied  by  the 
London  Vaccine  Institution,  which  forwards  it  gratis  to  all  that  apply 
for  it.  The  Directors  of  the  Dublin  Cow-pock  Institution  only  supply 
lymph  without  payment  for  the  use  of  county  infirmaries  and  for  the 
constabulary  ;  lo  all  others  they  charge  one  guinea  per  year,  or  2.v.  (^d. 
for  one  or  two  packets.  I  am  certain  that  the  payment  of  even  that 
.sum  prevents  many  from  obtaining  fresh  lymph,  and  consequently  im- 
pedes vaccination.  But  if  such  addition  were  made  to  the  grant  of 
200/.,  now  annually  given  by  Parliament,  as  would  enable  the  directors 
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to  forward  cow-pnck  lymph  gratis  to  all  public  vaccinators  the  practice 
woivlcl,  I  have  no  doubt,  be  greatly  facilitated  and  extended. 

In  the  course  of  my  inquiries  I  have  ascerfanied  that  cases  are 
marked  as  successful  in  the  registry-hooks  of  some  vaccinators  who 
had  not  seen  those  cases,  in  some  instances,  after  the  day  on  which  the 
operation  was  performed,  in  others  only  on  the  eighth  day  In  both, 
certificates  are  given ;  but  as  the  issue  may,  and  often  is,  sUll,  doubtful, 
and  can  be  only  satisfactorily  ascertained  by  an  examination  on  or  about 
the  12th  or  15th  day,  this  practice  should,  if  possible,  be  put  a 

^^'rhe  above  suo-gestions  for  facilitating  the  operation  of  the  Vaccina- 
tion Extension  Act  apply  to  the  payment  per  case  system,  under  which 
vaccination  is  said  to  succeed  well  in  England.  It  is  however,  my 
duty  to  inform  you  that  many  intelligent  medical  men,  who  are  friendly 
to  the  Commission,  and  anxious  to  see  the  objects  contemplated  by  the 
Le"-i=lature  in  passing  the  Act  in  question  fully  carried  out,  strongly 
obfect  to  the  principle  of  a  payment  per  case.  In  England  it  has  long 
been  usual  to  compensate  medical  men  for  attendance  on  certain 
classes' of  the  poor,  such  as  midwifery  cases,  operations,  &c.,  by  a  pay- 
ment per  case.  Here,  on  the  contrary,  the  medical  officer  of  a  dispen- 
sary is  usually  paid  by  a  fixed  annual  salary,  to  which,  in  some 
instances,  if  the  funds  permit,  a  moderate  sum  is  added,  not  from  an 
estimate  of  the  number  of  patients  which  he  may  have  attended,  but 
from  that  which  his  services  for  the  year  may  appear  to  have  deserved. 
To  tliis  general  rule  there  are  some  exceptions,  but  here  the  medical 
profession  almost  universally  consider  this  mode  of  payment  to  be 
more  respectable  and  satisfactory ;  and  T  know  that  a  considerable 
number  of  its  members  refuse  to  offer  their  services  as  vaccinators,  be- 
cause the  same  mode  of  remuneration  is  not  adopted,  and  in  conse- 
quence of  its  being  a  payment  per  case. 

It  is  also  the  opinion  of  many  respectable  medical  men  with  whom  I 
have  conferred  on  the  subject,  that,  under  appropriate  regulations,  vac- 
cination would  be  satisfactorily  conducted  if  this  principle  of  payment 
were  adopted  ;  in  that  case  they  recommend  that  the  medical  attendants 
of  dispensaries  be  appointed  vaccinators  for  their  respective  districts, 
and  they  consider  that  the  duties  would  be  more  effectively  and  econo- 
mically performed  by  these  gentlemen,  than  it  is  likely  to  be  under  the 
per  case  system.  In  this  opinion  I  am  much  disposed  to  concur,  for 
tiiese  reasons  chiefly  : — ■ 

Istly.  As  the  superintendents  of  many  dispensaries  in  mere  rural 
districts  cannot  be  induced  to  make  contracts,  parties  who  reside  at  a 
considerable  distance  are  engaged  ;  but  the  labour  and  loss  of  time 
must,  in  several  instances,  be  so  considerable,  as  to  render  it  likely  that 
the  duties  will  be  hastily  and,  of  course,  insufficiently  performed,  or  that 
the  vaccinator  will  resign  the  office. 

2iKlly.  In  almost  every  dispensary  in  Ireland  the  vaccination  of  the 
poor,  including  small  farmers,  tradespeople,  servants,  and  the  like,  was 
considered  to  be  a  portion  of  the  medical  officer's  duties.  By  many, 
this  portion  was  very  well  performed,  by  others  but  indifferently,  by  a 
few  not  at  all.  In  some  districts  these  classes  refused  to  avail  them- 
selves of  the  benefits  thus  offered  them,  preferring  to  pay  small-pox 
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inoculators,  as  they  had  much  less  confidence  in  the  proleetive  powers 
of  c()w-])ock.  This  feeling-,  no  doubt,  still  prevails  amongst  many,  and 
for  this  reason  it  may  be  supposed  that  were  vaccination  now  offered 
by  the  dispensary  attendants  it  would  be  still  refused.  But  this  would 
not  be  the  case,  as  they  cannot  now,  as  before,  avail  themselves  of 
small-pox  inoculation.  Neither  could  the  medical  officers  of  dispen- 
saries be  inert  on  the  subject,  as  they  would  be  required  to  make  fre- 
quent returns,  which  would  compel  them,  even  if  unwilling,  to  vaccinate 
according  to  the  regulations  provided  'iox  tliem. 

In  point  of  economy,  I  am  of  opinion  that  this  mode  of  payment 
would  be  preferable,  as  those  by  whom  the  duty  was  before  performed, 
or  whose  duty  it  was  to  perform  it,  would  be  satisfied  with  a  reasonable 
compensation  for  it.  That  compensation  would  be  chiefly  estimated 
in  consideration  of  the  additional  number  to  be  operated  on  (as  a  more 
comfortable  class  will  now  avail  themselves  of  the  benefits  of  vaccina- 
tion), and  of  the  trouble  and  loss  of  time  in  keeping  a  registry  and 
giving  certificates.  On  these  points  sufficient  information  could  be 
readily  obtained  to  enable  any  proper  authority  to  estimate  the  annual 
sum  which  it  would  be  reasonable  to  allow.  In  corroboration  of  this 
view  I  beg  to  observe  that  the  return  of  successful  cases  from  the 
Athlone,  13allymena,  Ballymoney,  Cahirciveen,  Kanturk,  Killarney, 
Macroom,  Shillelagh,  Skibbereen,  and  Tralee  Unions,  amounts  to 
29,973,  which  at,  suppose  9cZ.  each,  the  sum  probably  paid  on  an 
average,  is  1127i?.,  which  would  give  a  proportion  of  30/.  10?.  for  each 
of  the  37  dispensaries  contained  in  these  10  unions.  I  have  no  doubt 
that  for  a  less  sum  the  medical  gentlemen  of  these  dispensaries  would 
perform  the  duty  effectively. 

An  arrangement  by  which  vaccination  could  be  carried  out  in  this 
manner  would  merely  require, — 

Istly.  That  some  competent  authority  should  define  the  dispensary 
districts  and  fix  on  the  sum  to  be  allowed,  such  payment  having  re- 
ference chiefly  to  the  amount  of,  and  circumstances  of  the  population  of, 
the  district. 

Sndly.  A  power  in  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  to  appoint  a  com- 
petent person,  if  the  Dispensary  Committee  cannot  induce,  or  are 
unwilling  to  induce,  their  medical  officer  to  undertake  it,  or,  having 
done  so,  if  he  be  negligent  in  perlbrming  it. 

Srdly.  The  supply  of  cow-pock  lymph,  gratis,  to  all  who  undertake 
vaccination  under  the  Act. 

4thly,  The  keejiing  of  a  registry  book  according  to  a  prescribed 
form,  and  its  production  on  certain  fixed  occasions,  and  to  the  proper 
authorities. 

After  the  most  careful  consideration  of  the  subject,  I  am  of  opinion 
that,  until  some  such  awangeinents  as  these  take  place,  small-pox  is 
not  likely  to  be  discouraged,  nor  vaccinaiion  to  be  performed,  in  many 
parts  of  the  country,  so  as  to  ailbrd  the  conununiiy  that  protection 
which  Parliament  contemplated,  nor  that  satisfaction  to  ilie  members  of 
the  medical  profession  which  it  is  desirable  should  exist;  and  further,  I 
apprehend  that,  until  this  be  done,  the  unsettled  state  of  the  question  will 
cause  difficultie.'i  to  the  commission  which  would  not  otherwise  occur. 

The  annexed  table  shows  the  total  number  of  cases  slated  to  have 
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been  successfully  vaccinated  in  each  Union,  the  proportion  which  these 
bear  to  the  Union  population,  and  the  ^Unions  in  which  no  contracts 
have  been  yet  made, 

I  have  the  honour,  &c., 

Denis  Phei-an,  M.R.C.S.L. 
'^0  Assistant  Poor  Law  Commissioner. 

The  Poor  Law  Commissioners. 

[See  Tables  (A)  and  (B),  pp.  326-7.] 


ir.  Letters  from  Medical  Practitioners  as  to  the  Operation  of  the 
"Vaccination  Extension  Act. 

^^'^>  Ballina,  August  15,  1841. 

Since  last  I  had  the  honour  of  submitting-  to  you  a  report  of 
the  progress  of  Vaccination  in  Ballina,  and  the  districts  connected  with 
it,  an  extended  experience  of  its  effects  on  over  1800  individuals,  fully 
establishes,  in  my  mind,  evidence  sufficient  to  justify  me  in  placing  its 
protective  influence  high  upon  the  scale  of  medical  probabilities,  a 
position,  as  has  been  well  observed,  the  very  highest  that  can  be  ob- 
tained for  any  portion  of  a  science  whose  data  are  influenced  by  the 
varying  and  unascertained  laws  of  vitality.  Those  persons  varying  in 
age  from  one  month  to  ten  years  and  upwards  whom  I  have  success- 
fully vaccinated,  and  who  have,  with  a  regularity  hitherto  unknown, 
returned  to  my  house  in  eight  days  after  \hat  operation,  continue  to 
exhibit  so  much  security,  and  such  an  exemption  from  the  conta<rion 
of  small-pox,  as  warrants  me  in  arriving  at  the  above  conclusion, \nd 
also  in  estimating  cow-pock  as  an  agent  of  health  capable  of  diminishinn- 
the  ravages,  and  lessening  the  mortality  caused  by  that  disease.  Since 
the  legislative  enforcement  of  vaccination  has  been  introduced  and 
quackery  in  that  regard  rendered  penal,  its  advantages  in  this  quarter 
are  bemg  generally  admitted.  And  from  my  knowledge  of  the  rio-id 
test  of  experiment  to  which  it  has  been  here  subjected,  those  advantages 
in-ove  as  demonstratively  as  the  subject  will  admit,  that  the  general 
tendency  of  the  vaccine  disease  is  to  destroy  the  constitutional  suscepti- 
bility to  small-pox  contagion.  Various  instances  might  be  adduced  in 
support  of  this  fact.  Amongst  the  many  that  have  fallen  under  mv 
notice,  I  will  merely  mention  one  which  should  go  far  to  establish  in  the 
minds  of  even  the  most  sceptical,  implicit  confidence  in  the  nature  of 
that  protection  which  genuine  cow-pox  affords. 

I  vaccinated  one  of  three  children  who  always  occupied  the  same 
bed.  He  passed  regularly  and  successfully  through  the  disease.  In 
about  four  months  subsequently  his  brother  and  sister,  who  had  been 
two  years  previously  inoculated  for  small-pox  by  an  itinerant  empiric  and 
pronounced  to  have  had  it,  sickened  of  that  disease,  and  lay  a  consider- 
abic  time  under  a  severe  attack  of  the  true  confluent  species. 

IJunng  their  illness  the  vaccinated  child  lay  beween  them,  alwavs  at 
night,  and  frequently  through  the  day,  inhaling  the  same  atmosphere 
and  covered  with  clothes  that  were  literally  saturated  with  infection' 
was  often  seen  sucking  the  pustular  fingers  and  cheeks  of  the  infected 
brother,  he,  notwithstanding,  resisted  the  contagion,  and  continues  to 
this  moment  ui  perfect  health.    Wherever  I  succeeded  in  introdudng 
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Table  CA")— Sliowiugthe  Number  returned  as  successfully  Vaccinated  in  each  of 
100  Unions,  up  to  the  25th  March,  1842. 


Name  of  Union. 


Antrim 
Ardee 
Armagh  . 
Athlone   .  . 
Athy  .    .  . 
Bailieborough 
Ballina 
Ballinasloe  . 
Balliurobe 
Ballycastle  . 
Ballymena 
Ballymoney  . 
Ballyshannon 
Baltinglass  . 
Banbridge 
Bandon    .  . 
Bantry 
Belfast    .  • 
Boyle  . 
Cahirciveen  . 
Carlow 

Carrickmacross 
Carrick-on-Shannon 
Carrick-on-Suir 
Cashel     .  . 
Castlebar 
Castleblaney  . 
Castlederg  . 
Castlerea  . 
Cavan 
Celbridge 
Clifden    .  . 
Clogheen . 
Clones  . 
Clonmel  .  . 
Coleraine 
Cootehill .  • 
Donegal  . 
Downpatrick. 
Dublin,  North 
Dublin,  South 
Dungannon  . 
Dungarvan  . 
Dunmanway  . 
Dunshaugblin 
Enniscorthy  . 
Enniskillen  . 
Fermoy  • 
GaUvay  • 
Gorey 

Gort  .     •  • 
Carried  forward 


Number 
Successfully 
Vaccinated. 


I'roponioii 
of  success- 
ful cases 
to  the 
population 
of 

llie  Union. 


972 
589 
438 
2,439 

**513 

3,343 
111 
34 
958 
2,396 
2,327 
824 
1,317 
1,735 
1,114 

il376 
270 

4,442 
559 


229 
136 
236 
27 

1,310 
76 
227 
533 
570 
66 
139 
669 
136 
4f.0 

1,143 
839 

1,251 
943 
446 

1,918 
506 
406 
565 


Per  Cent. 
2 

^ 


1 

3i 

4* 
2 

2 
1^ 


16i 

s 


1 
1 


4, 
S 

4 

X 
I 

n 
1* 


181 
2,753 
461 
925 
9J4 


43,852 


Name  of  Union. 


3 
1 

2.i 


Brought  forward 
Granard  . 
Kanturk  . 
Kells  .  . 
Kenmare  . 
Kilkeel  . 
Killarney 
Kilmallock 
Larne 
Lisburn  . 
Lismore  . 
Lisniskea. 
Listowel  . 
Longford 
Lougbrea 
Lowtherstown 
Lurgan  . 
Macroom 
Magberafelt 
Maiiorhamilto 
Midleton  . 
Milford  . 
Mohill  . 
Monaghan 
Mullingar 
Naas  .  . 
Navau  . 
Nenagh  . 
New  Ross 
Newry 

Newtownards 
Oldcastle  . 
Parsonstown 
Rathdown 
Riitbdrum 
Roscommon 
Roscrea  . 
ScarifF  . 
Shillelagh 
Skibbeereen 
Sligo  . 
Stronorlar 
Swineford 
Tburles  . 
Tralee  . 
Trim  .  . 
Tuam .  . 
\V  aterford 
■Westport 
Wexford  . 

Total 


Number 
Successfully 
Vaccinated. 


l'ro|>orlioii 
of  success- 
ful  cases 
to  tlie 
population 
of 

tlic  Union 


43,852 
1,097 
6,469 
865 
1,406 
928 
3,042 
1,564 
209 
1,608 
984 
661 
3,005 
1,839 
561 
95 
1,471 
3,340 
677 
194 
860 

"lOO 
1,893 
85 
1,473 
1,849 
1,899 
123 
2,411 
22 
1,051 
1,682 
1,550 
1,643 
1,910 
1,489 

ii712 

2,426 
865 
481 
69 
165 

2,390 
669 
120 
918 
261 

1,.387 


Per  Ceni. 

2 
9 
2 
5 

^ 

2 

3 
2 

4? 
2 
1 

4 

6i 


1? 


104,713 


^f5 
I 

20 

V, 
1 

5!- 
Oi 
-3 
01 
-3 

4 

n 

■2\ 


-'i 
2 


2^ 

n 
(I 

n 

J 
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Table  (B). — Showing  the  Unions  in  which  no  Arrangements  have  been  made  to 
carry  the  Vaccination  Extension  Act  into  operation. 


Abbeyleix. 

Balrothery. 

Callan. 

Clogher. 

Cookstown. 

Cork. 

Diogheda. 

Dunnianway. 


Diindalk. 

Edenderry. 

Ennis. 

Eunistymou. 

Glenties. 

Gortin. 

Inishowen. 

Kilkenny. 


Kilrush. 

Kinsale, 

Letterkenny. 

Limerick. 

Londonderry. 

Mallow. 

Mountmelick. 


Newcastle. 

Newtown  Limavady. 

Omagh. 

Rathkeale. 

Strabaiie. 

Tipperary. 

Tullamore. 


D.  Phelan,  Assistant  Poor  Laio  Commissioner, 


the  matter  of  cow-pox  amongst  a// the  children  of  a  district,  at  the 
same  time,  the  result  was  invariably  satisfactory.    Small-pox  was  less 
liable  to  appear,  and  when  it  did,  never  lingered  long.    This  has  been 
strongly  exemplified  in  two  large  and  populous  villages  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood, where  it  was  beginning  to  prevail,  and  where  one  of  the 
inhabitants  very  imprudently  procured  some  of  the  infectious  matter 
and  gave  it  on  a  little  bread  to  his  son,  aged  21,  and  daughter,  a  fine  girl 
aged  18.    Both  sickened  at  the  usual  time,  and  in  short,  a  worse 
description  of  confluent  pox  than  what  appeared  could  not  have  been 
well  imagined.    Painful  and  protracted  suffering  was  entailed,  under 
which  the  girl  died,  the  boy  with  much  difficulty  recovered,  a  marked 
example  of  his  father's  rashness,  and  a  warning  to  bis  neighbours, 
which  had  an  excellent  effect.    After  that  I  easily  prevailed  on  the 
villagers  to  bring  in  their  children  to  be  vaccinated,  and  the  conse- 
quence was,  that  in  a  short  time  the  progress  of  the  disease  was 
checked,  and  eventually  disappeared,  without  numbering  one  in  addi- 
tion to  those  originally  attacked.    The  extent  of  the  number  I  now 
have  done  is  pretty  good  proof  that  the  success  of  the  measure  here 
is  beyond  a  doubt.    The  weekly  amountat  present  is  rather  decreasing, 
not  from  any  want  of  confidence  or  disinclination  on  the  part  of  the 
people  to  comply,  but  from  the  fact  of  so  many  having  been  already 
done,  and  all  those  that  are  outstanding  reside  at  so  great  a  distance 
from  here  that  the  uncertainty  of  the  weather,  together  with  the  want 
of  time  attendant  on  the  pressure  of  agricultural  business,  combined 
to  prevent  them  at  present  coming  in.    There  still  exists  a  strong  pre- 
judice in  the  public  mind  against  cow-pox,  and  when  that  feeling  is 
overcome,  a  further  difficulty  arises  in  prevailing  on  the  friends  of^'the 
vaccinated  to  permit  a  sufficient  supply  of  lymph  to  be  taken.  This, 
a  little  lime  and  address,  no  doubt,  will  correct ;  and  on  the  whole  it  is,' 
notvvithstanding,  gratifying  to  behold  the  increasing   confidence  in 
vaccination  which  my  returns  abundantly  attest,  and  which  I  can  only 
contiiuie  to  account  for  on  the  grounds  "of  the  incessant  trouble  taken 
to  inspire  that  confidence  on  all  suitable  occasions,  as  well  as  the  coa- 
tmued  exemption  from  small -pox  which  all  these  I  have  hitherto  vac- 
cinated exhibit.  * 

Should  an  exception  occur  (and  what  result  of  human  research  is 
free  Irom  exceptions?)  it  may  be  said,  without  a  solecism,  to  prove  the 
correctness  of  the  rule,  for  in  every  such  case  the  protective  influence 
of  cow-pox  is  particularly  manifested  in  the  quick  and  good  recovery 
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of  the  individual  so  aflfected,  and  in  the  freedom  from  any  of  the  at- 
tendant train  of  evils  almost  sure  to  follow  in  the  track  of  uamodi- 
jhed  small-pox. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  it  to  be  observed,  that  I  have  met  with  many 
to  whom,  after  repeated  trials,  with  fresh  and  active  virus,  I  was  unable 
to  communicate  cow-pox. 

This  is  to  be  attributed  to  a  certain  idiosyncracy  of  constitution,  which 
from  time  to  time  will  be  met  with,  and  which  will  occasionally  be 
observed,  even  in  regard  to  small-pox  itself.  In  such  cases,  after  a 
delay  of  some  time,  in  the  hope  of  a  change  taking  place  in  that  par- 
ticular habit  of  body,  it  not  unfrequently  happens  that  the  next  trial 
will  be  attended  with  success. 

To  I  have  the  honour,  &c., 

*  Joseph  Burke,  Esq.  C.  Devlin,  M.D.,  Surgeon,  S^~c.  . 

Assistant  Poor  Law  Commissioner. 


Sir,  Gort  Medical  Hall,  September  13,  1841. 

With  great  respect  I  beg  leave,  as  Vaccinator  of  the  Gort 
Union,  to  report  to  you  the  progress  of  vaccination  in  this  Union. 
The  confidence  of  the  poor  is  every  day  increasing,  in  consequence  of 
several  children  vaccinated  by  me  having  been  exposed  to  the  con- 
tagion of  small-pox,  and  never  taking  it.  When  I  first  commenced, 
in  July,  I  had  not  more  than  from  four  to  six  patients  to  vaccinate  on 
each  Monday,  but  so  much  is  the  confidence  increased  that  I  had  on 
the  23rd  August,  33  patients;  on  the  30th  August  50;  and  on  the 
6th  September  74 ;  by  which  you  will  perceive  the  increase  of  confi- 
dence in  vaccination.  I  conceive  the  system  works  well  in  this  country, 
and  I  do  not  think  it  requires  any  change.  I  beg  leave  to  say  that 
the  method  I  use  in  enforcing  regular  attendance  of  the  patients  is,  on 
the  day  of  vaccination  I  make  each  deposit  sixpence,  and  when  the 
patient  attends  again  on  the  eighth  day  the  money  is  then  returned  ; 
this  I  find  to  answer  all  purposes,  as  not  one  sixpence  has  been 
forfeited.  I  have  vaccinated  since  the  26th  July  last,  the  large  number 
of  253. 

I  beg  leave  to  mention  that  the  great  influx  of  patients  for  vaccina- 
tion is  caused  by  a  very  bad  small-pox  being  about  both  town  and 
country,  of  which  many  have  died. 
To  I  have  the  honour,  &c. 

Joseph  Burke,  Esq.,  Patrick  Taafjfe,  Licentiate  Apothecary. 

Assistant  Poor  Law  Commissioner. 


Vaccination  Report. 
Districts  ofKennitty  and  Frankford,  Union  of  Parsonstown. 
Thomas  Cheevers,  Licentiate  Apothecary,  &c. 
On  my  being  appointed  by  the  Poor  Law  Guardians  to  vac- 
cinate persons  offeriiag  themselves  for  such  purpose  in  these  districts,  I 
felt  the  necessity  of  doing  everything  in  my  power  to  give  efficiency  to 
this  most  useful  legislative  measure,  "The  Vaccination  Act."  In 
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submitting  this  hasty  analysis  or  report  of  vaccination  in  my  districts 
I  would  particularly  invite  your  attention  to  the  advanced  age  of  the 
greater  number  of  cases  treated  by  me,  a  fact  that  speaks  plainly  of  the 
attention  hitherto  paid  to  this  most  useful  branch  of  the  profession  :  the 
following  abstract  will  evince  how  necessary  such  a  measure  was. 

Total  number  of  cases  vaccinated  from  18th  February 

to  30th  June  732 

, ,    number  of  successfully  treated  certified  cases    .  593 
Certified  cases  under  two  years  old  .  .101. 
, ,      from  two  years  old  to  five  .     .  288 
from  five  years  old  to  ten  .     .  150 
5 ,      from  ten  years  old  and  upwards  54 

Total  successfully  treated  cases.     .  593 

The  question  may  arise  by  what  means  I  have  vaccinated  such  a 
number,  as  I  am  informed  in  many  places  the  persons  chosen  have 
comparatively  few  cases  in  the  same  period  of  time,  even  in  much  more 
populous  districts  ?  My  answer  is,  that  when  sufficient  care  is  taken 
in  making  it  iniblic,  and  explaining  the  safety  and  simplicity  of  this 
most  useful  preventative  against  such  a  feartiil  malady,  that  success 
will  attend  their  exertions.  And,  further,  it  is  absolutely  necessary 
that  the  vaccinator  should  attend  not  only  at  his  residence,  but  also  at 
appointed  times  and  places  in  the  remote  parts  of  his  districts,  as  I 
have  done  here.  I  arranged  to  attend  at  five  different  parts  of  this 
district  for  the  sole  purpose  of  vaccinating,  and  of  inspecting  the  several 
cases  a  second,  and  sometimes  a  third  and  fourth  time ;  the  poorer 
class  of  the  Irish  peasantry,  being  most  of  them  very  badly  clothed,  will 
not  (from  any  surely  of  safety  from  disease)  bring  their  children  into 
the  towns  and  villages.  I  am  quite  ready  to  assert  that  one-fourth  of 
the  number  I  have  had  would  never  have  come  to  my  residence  the 
distance  of  one  mile  for  the  purpose,  and  much  more  few  in  number 
would  there  be  of  those  brought  back  for  a  second  inspection  and  cer- 
tificate. 

Further,  it  is  my  opinion,  considering  the  ultimate  usefulnes'3  of 
vaccination,  that  the  vaccine  vesicle  is  much  altered  in  its  character  and 
efficacy,  from  the  fact  of  the  children  being  exposed  to  cold  •  wet 
will  mduce  diseases  during  the  sequels  of  vaccination,  together  with 
the  arms  being  dragged,  and  otherwise  carelessly  treated,  in  comino- 
any  distance,  as  often  to  cause  great  inflammation  of  the  arm  and 
often  general  constitutional  irritation,  leaving  the  benefits  derivable 
much  to  be  doubted.  One  very  probable  cause  why  greater  numbers 
may  not  have  been  vaccinated  by  the  persons  appointed,  was  a  renorC, 
that  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  had  no  fund  at  their  command  to 
remunerate  vaccinators  for  their  professional  duties;  on  this  point  •  I 
felt  perfectly  easy,  knowing  that  they  would  never  employ  pirsons  to 
perform  pubhc  duties  without  remunerating  them.  This  r.po -t  w- s 
very  industriously  disseminated,  especially  by  persons  who  were 
anxious  that  vaccination  should  become  u  dead  lelter  in  the  hands  ,f 
those  chosen  under  //.e  tender  system  ;  further,  it  is  my  belief  tha  u 
order  to  bring  vaccination  into  more  extended  opertion,  more  ener  etic 
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measures  must  be  adopted.  I  shall  feel  great  pleasure  in  giving  any 
further  information  on  the  subject  of  vaccination  in  my  power  at  any 
future  time. 

Jq  Thom.\s  Ciieevers,  Licentiate  Apothecary,  Sfc. 

Joseph  Burke,  Esq.,  Kennitt,  September  15,  1841. 

Poor  Law  Office. 


Parsonstown  Union. 

gjj^  Ferhane,  October 

'  I  BEG  to  inform  you  that  havinpc  been  appointed  by  the  Poor 
Law  Guardians,  in  January  last,  to  vaccinate  in  tlie  electoral  divisions 
of  Ferbane,  Limolrohan,  Shanan  Bridge,  Seven  Churches,  &c.  I  ac- 
cordingly commenced,  and  am  happy  to  be  able  to  inform  you  that  up 
to  the  present  period  I  have  been  so  far  successful  that  I  have  630 
cases  successfully  treated.  In  order  to  accommodate  the  pubhc,  1 
spared  no  labour  on  my  part,  as  T  appointed  certain  days  to  meet  the 
people  in  the  most  remote  parts  of  my  districts,  and  have  to  remark 
thai  the  public  in  general  felt  happy  at  having  such  an  opportunity 
afforded  them,  and  attended  in  considerable  numbers. 

I  ben- also  to  remark,  very  particularly,  that  in  the  parish  of  Seven 
Churches,  being  the  most  remote  part  of  my  district,  I  spoke  to  the 
Rev  Mr.  Fitzsimons,  P.P.,  to  explain  to  the  people  the  great  advan- 
taoe  that  would  be  afforded  them  in  having  their  children  vaccinated 
fre°e  of  expense.  He  very  kindly  communicated  it  to  his  flock  from  the 
altar  on  tbe  following  Sunday,  and  to  which  I  in  a  great  measure, 
attribute  the  strict  attendance  of  the  people  m  that  particular  district. 
I  have  .Iso  to  remark  that  I  consider  small-pox  is  becoming  every  day 
less  frequent,  as  I  have  only  met  with  three  cases  during  my  visits 
throu"-h  the  different  parts  of  the  districts.  .  .  t  i 

I  .hall  conclude  my  remarks  at  present,  by  stating  that  I  cons.der, 
if  I  had  printed  forms  of  notices,  witb  blanks  for  the  days  and  places 
to  post  up  in  the  several  parts  where  I  may  appoint  to  attend  they 
would  ve?y  much  promote  the  attendance  ot  the  people  to  each  ap- 
pointed  place. 

rp  I  have  the  honour,  &c., 

Joseph  Burke,  Esq.,  John  Walsh,  Licentiate  Apothecary. 

Assistant  Poor  Law  Commissioner. 

No.  4. 

HFPORTS  or  AN  INQUIRY  into  the  TREATMENT,  CON- 
AND  MORTALITY   of   INFANT  CHILDREN  in 
JiV  wORKIlOUSE  0.  TUE  NORTH  DUBLIN  UNION. 
I  -Lv-TTER  from  the  Boarb  in  Dublin  to  the  Secretary  of  State 

for  tlie  Home  Department. 

Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin, 
Jamian/  19,  1842. 

I  have  the  honour  to  forward  fc,r  your     "7^;^°"  ^  ^i^P^  "Z,;^;" 
evidence  taken,  and  also  copies  of  the  Reports  of  Mr.  Hall  and  Mi. 
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Phelan,  and  of  Drs.  Kennedy  and  Corrigan,  in  reference  to  the  treat- 
ment, condition,  and  mortality  of  the  infant  children  in  the  North 
Dublin  Union  workhouse. 

I  venture  to  hope  that  the  result  of  this  inquiry  will  be  satisfactory  ; 
and  I  have  the  honour,  &c. 

To  George  Nichoi.ls. 

The  Right  Hon.  Sir  James  Graham,  Bart, 
Sfc.  ^c.  dfc. 


II.— Report  to  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners. — By  Richard  Hall, 

Esq.,  Assistant  Commissioner. 
Gentlemen,  Dublin,  January  20,  1842. 

It  appeared  expedient,  in  consequence  of  statements  published 
early  in  December  last,  relative  to  the  mortality  which  had  occurred 
among  the  infant  children  in  the  North  Dublin  Union  workhouse, 
that  an  investigation  should  be  made  into  the  accuracy  of  those 
statements,  and  into  the  real  circumstances  of  the  case. 

It  was  accordingly  determined  that  I  should  publicly  examine  such 
persons  as  were  competent  to  give  evidence  on  the  facts,  and  on  the 
accommodation  and  treatment  of  the  children ;  and  that,  as  the 
inquiry  would  necessarily  touch  upon  many  points  of  a  medical 
character,  Mr.  Phelan  should  give  me  his  assistance. 

On  the  10th  December  we  commenced  our  examination  of  witnesses, 
and  closed  it  on  the  evening  of  the  18th,  having  been  engaged  in  it 
the  greater  part  of  seven  days,  and  having  examined  the  master, 
matron,  assistant-master,  and  medical  officers  of  the  workhouse,  as 
well  as  several  members  of  the  Board  of  Guardians. 

I  carried  on  the  investigation  in  the  board-room  of  the  workhouse; 
and  in  order  to  obtain  a  faithful  report  of  the  proceedings,  I  engaged 
a  professional  short-hand  writer,  who  was  instructed  to  take  down 
every  question  and  answer  verbatim.  Reporters  for  newspapers  were 
also  in  attendance;  and  I  interposed  no  obstacle  to  their  admission, 
or  to  that  of  any  other  person  who  might  wish  to  be  present,  only 
making  it  a  condition  that  the  publication  of  the  evidence  should  not 
commence  until  the  investigation  should  be  closed. 

The  investigation  was  protracted  to  a  length  which  I  did  not  antici- 
pate ;  but  I  thought  it  right  to  allow  it  to  take  as  extensive  a  range  as 
other  persons  might  consider  to  be  desirable  (so  that  it  did  not  become 
an  inquiry  into  other  institutions,  with  which  I  conceived  we  had 
nothing  to  do),  and  to  permit  any  member  of  the  Board  of  Guardians 
freely  to  question  the  witnesses;  and  I  did  not  terminate  the  investi- 
gation until  I  was  assured  that  I  had  given  "  every  fair  latitude  in  the 
examination  of  witnesses  that  could  possibly  have  been  expected  from 
me  in  my  official  capacitv." — (See  Minutes  of  Evidence,  December 
18.) 

The  following  observations  are  drawn  up  with  reference  to  the 
document  which  accompanies  them,  containing  all  the  questions  and 
answers,  as  taken  down  by  the  short-hand  writer  engaged  for  that 
purpose ;  the  queries  are  numbered  throughout,  and  I  have  referred 
to  them  by  that  means. 
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The  circumstances  that  more  immediately  f^ave  rise  to  the  investi- 
gation Mere  as  follows: — In  pursuance  of  a  resolution  (928*)  passed 
by  the  l^oard  of  Guardians  on  the  24th  November,  upon  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Roper,  an  inquiry  was  instituted  by  the  Board  into  the  facts 
alleged.  In  that  resolution  it  was  asserted  and  assumed,  that  of  100 
infants  admitted  into  the  workhouse  between  the  lllh  May,  1840, 
and  the  1st  May,  1841,  94  were  in  good  health  at  the  time  of  their 
admission  ;  which  assertion  or  assumption  was,  notwithstanding  the 
subsequent  inquiry,  brought  before  the  public  and  commented  on  as 
matter  of  fact.  Jt  was  staled  in  tlie  course  of  the  inquiry  by  Dr. 
Duncan,  one  of  the  medical  officers  of  the  workhouse,  and  his  state- 
ment was  supported  by  arithmetical  computations,  that  the  mortality 
among  the  children  under  two  years  of  age,  in  the  workhouse,  had 
been  for  one  year  upwards  of  63  per  cent.  (848  to  86(),  862  to 
865).  This  statement  not  being  disproved  upon  the  inquiry,  as  it 
might  have  been,  was  also  received  as  matter  of  fact;  and  coupling  it 
with  the  assertion  before  mentioned  concerning  the  health  of  the 
children,  it  was  currently  said  that  of  100  children  admitted  into  the 
workhouse,  of  whom  only  6  were  unhealthy  upon  their  admission,  63 
died  in  the  course  of  a  year.  This  result  was  at  once  perceived  by 
those  who  were  conversant  with  the  facts,  to  be  .so  wide  a  variation 
from  the  true  state  of  the  case,  that  it  was  felt  to  be  absolutely 
necessary  to  prosecute  the  inquiry  beyond  the  point  to  which  the 
Guardians  had  conducted  it. 

But  besides  these,  several  other  statements  were  reported  in  the 
newspapers  to  have  been  made  in  the  course  of  the  same  inquiry,  in 
order  to  accomil  for  the  assumed  excessive  mortality,  the  incorrectness 
of  which  was  immediately  apparent  to  such  persons  as  are  acquamted 
with  the  workhouse,  but  could  not  be  so  to  the  public  at  large;— 
such  as,  that  the  day-room  occupied  by  the  mothers  and  mfants  was 
"  perfectly  without  light  "  (494,  495,  496),  and  "  under  the  level  of  the 
cround  "  (497,  498)  ;  that  the  new  day-rooms  were  "not  fit  for  any 
purposes  of  human  bein-s  "  (678  to  688).  As  an  instance  of  the 
improper  crowding  of  the  dormitories,  it  was  stated  that  on  a  cei'taui 
nio-ht,  113  persons,  nurses  and  infants,  had  sle])t  in  one  room.  From 
what  was  elicited  on  the  same  occasion,  it  was  inferred  by  some  of  the 
Guardians  that  children  could  not  be  reared  in  the  workhouse  at  all, 
and  that  the  only  safe  and  proper  mode  of  relievmg  destitute  children 
was  to  send  them  to  nurse  in  the  country.  Mr.  Arkins  is  reported  (o 
have  stated,  in  support  of  this  view,  that  out  of  64  orphan  chddren 
sent  into  the  country  by  a  charitable  society,  of  which  he  was  a  mem- 
ber only  two  had  died.  These  statements,  circulated  by  the  news- 
papers could  not  but  tend  to  produce  a  very  erroneous  impression  as  to 
the  '••Ystem  adopted  in  the  workhouse,  and  as  to  the  suitableness  and 
sufficiency  of  the  relief  provided  by  law  for  destitute  children;  and  ,t 
appeared  absolutely  necessary,  when  the  inquiry  on  the  part  of  the 
Guardians  was  closed,  to  take  further  steps  with  the  view  of  enabling 
the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  to  make,  whenever  called  upon,  a  full 
and  correct  statement  of  the  facts  corroborated  by  evidence  publicly 
taken  and  accurately  reported. 

Subsequently  to  Ihe  investigation  conducted  by  me,  you  requested 

^  The  figures  within  brackets  refer  to  the  Number  of  .be  Queries  in  tbe  Evidence, 
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chUd   n  h^' the  vvorkhou.es,  and  the  way  in  wh.ch  they  are  lodged, 
.ml  cLted   it  is  on  the  whole  satisfactory;  and  it  distn.ctly 
br  ts  ^ut  fh  Lat  the  n^ortality  of  the  children  under  two  years 

o  llcSated  upon  the  only  intelligible  and  practical  principle, 

h  s  bee^l   i^n^^^^^^^^^  South  Dublin  workhouses,  less  per  cent, 

fhan  th^nor  ality  of  the  children  sent  to  be  nursed  in  the  country  by 
hrDublin  Met  o^politan  Police  Commissioners,  or  by  the  governors  of 
Ihe  Dublin  Foundling  Hospital,  or  by  the  -erseers  of  any  pan^ 
Dublin  from  which  a  return  could  be  procured.  . 
Dr  Kennedy  and  Dr.  Corrigan,  to  be  considerably  below  the 
av  race  rate  of  mortahty  of  children  under  two  years  of  age,  of  all 
con  li?ions,  in  the  cities  of  London,  Vienna  and  Berlin,  as  given  m 
^'cJHoch's  Mortality  Tables.    For  the  details  I  -fcr ^ 

the  Report,  pages  22  and  23  ;  only  givmg  here  the  following  sum 
Zryoi-  thi  ejaculations  and  statements.    The  rate  or  mortahty  of 
children  under  the  age  of  two  years  is  stated  m  that  Report  to  be,- 

^   _     J  ....    45  per  cent. 

In  London 
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, ,        St.  Michan       .75        , , 
'»  "  ,  St.NicholasWithin75 

"  ! ,        St.  Michael      .  60 

St.  Mary.  .561 
"  "         the  Police  Commissioners         .56        , , 

"  "         ti)e  parish  of  St.  Mark    .        .    5U      , , 

St.  Peter    .        .  49^ 
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, ,         the  Foundling  Hospital  (at  nurse 

' '  in  the  country) .        .        .    ^^h  '  j 

Mortality  in  the  North  Dublin  workhouse  .        .        '  " 

J ,  South  Dublin  workhouse  .        .        .    00^  , , 

And  among  1000  children  of  between  200  and  300  women  who 
haopened  to  be  in  the  workhouse,  the  Lying-in-hospital,  and  the  Men- 
dicity Institution,  and  who  were  examined  on  the  point,  the  mortality 
is  stated  to  have  been  34  per  cent. 

The  points  upon  which  evidence  was  taken  are  so  numerous,  that 
merely  to  touch  upon  them  all  would  swell  these  observations  to  an 
inc'ouveinent  bulk  ;  but  on  some  of  them,  especially  the  rale  of 
mortality  and  the  state  of  health  of  the  infants  on  admission,  it  is 
necessary  to  enter  rather  fully.  .  .^a  roAa 

First,  as  to  the  rate  of  mortality  :— Dr.  Duncan  has  stated  (b48  to 
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865  1741  to  1747)  the  mortality  to  be  63  and  a  fraction  percent., 
adopting,  the  method  of  M'Ciilloch  (858,  865),  namely,  that  of  con- 
stant residence.  This  method  of  calculation  is  as  follows  —The 
number  of  days  that  each  individual  has  remained  in  the  institution 
havmg  been  ascertained,  the  whole  are  added  together,  the  affo-rea-ate 
IS  divided  by  365.  and  the  quotient  is  the  number  v^hich  ma?  be 
assumed  as  (he  number  of  constant  residents;  for  instance,  if  100 
persons  have  been  admitted  during-  the  year,  and  have  lived  in  the 
workhouse  for  periods  averaging  150  days,  the  whole  number  will 
have  remained  15,000  days;  divide  15,000  by  365,  and  the  quotient 
41  (omitting  the  fraction)  will  be  the  number  of  constant  residents  in 
the  workhouse  for  the  year.  In  ascertaining  the  rate  of  mortality 
the  actual  number  of  deaths  that  may  have  occurred  during  the  same 
period  is  to  be  compared  to  the  number  41  ;  so  that  if,  of  the  100 
individuals  admitted  10  have  died,  the  rate  of  mortality  will  upon  this 
method  be  shown  to  have  been  as  10  to  41,  or  (omitting  the  fraction) 
25  per  cent. 

Now  it  is  not  difficult  to  perceive  that  this  method  is  fallacious,  for 
it  assumes  that  the  same  proportion  of  those  who  were  not  constant 
residents  would  have  died,  had  they  all  remained  in  the  workhouse,  as 
did  die  of  the  ascertained  number  of  constant  residents ;  that  is,  as 
10  died  of  the  41  constant  residents,  so  15  of  the  other  59  would  have 
died  had  they  also  remained.  But  this  ought  not  to  be  assumed,  for 
the  10  who  are  known  to  have  died  may  have  been  the  only  persons 
out  of  the  100  who  were  diseased,  or  an  epidemic  of  rare  occurrence 
may  have  carried  them  off. 

It  might  also  happen  in  this  case,  that  of  the  100  persons  admitted, 
all  might  be  aUve  at  the  end  of  the  year,  excepting  the  10  who  had 
died  in  the  workhouse;  so  that  while  the  statement  that  the  mortality 
among  these  100  persons  in  the  workhouse  had  been  25  per  cent, 
would  certainly  lead  to  the  assertion  that  25  of  them  had  died,  leaving 
75  survivors,  the  facts  would  be  that  only  10  per  cent,  had  died,  and 
that  90,  instead  of  75,  of  the  100  persons  were  still  alive. 

But  further;  upon  this  method  the  rate  of  mortality  may  advance 
far  beyond  100  per  cent.,  or,  in  other  words,  it  may  be  made  to  appear, 
that  from  a  given  number  more  than  the  whole  may  be  subtracted. 
The  aggregate  number  of  days  passed  in  the  workhouse  by  the  100 
persons  admitted  might  have  been  3650,  in  which  case  the  rate  of 
mortality  would  be  stated  as  100  per  cent.,  although  only  10  of  the 
100  had  actually  died ;  or,  to  take  a  possible  case  by  way  of  illustra- 
tion, the  100  persons  may  have  remained  in  the  workhouse  in  the 
aggregate  365  days;  in  which  case  the  number  of  constant  residents 
would  appear,  upon  this  method,  to  be  1,  and  the  rate  of  mortality  10 
to  1,  or  1000  per  cent.;,  but  the  absurd  proposition,  that  of  100 
persons  admitted,  1000  had  died  in  the  workhouse,  would  of  course 
never  be  stated,  although  the  proposition  that  63  out  of  100  had  died, 
which  results  from  a  process  of  computation  exactly  similar,  appears  to 
have  been  received,  and  to  have  obtained  credence  at  once. 

It  seems,  however,  that  Dr.  Duncan,  in  calculating  the  rate  of 
mortality  among  the  infants,  did  not  adhere  strictly  to  M'CuIloch's 
method  :  had  he  adhered  to  it  he  would,  I  believe,  have  produced  as  a 
result  that  the  rate  of  mortality  was  116  per  cent. ;  but,  in  calculating 
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.he  nu^er  of  -.ant  vesu^^  he  excluded  ^^nu.^^^ 

oaly.upoa  the  number  ^f  the. 

^d^^rfe  f^r^hich     rattrs  .  account),  the  d^idena  and  cc,.- 
seq^uently  the  quotient,  were  greatly  .ncreased ,   he  ^^^^^^  «  ^/^^^^P 
cess  wa/reduced  to  an  ao^ount  which  has  -  ^  ^  ace  of  • 

st:lu  thriT4rc«  died^,  oith^of  100  infants\ie  had 
'"The""urt'u.at  the  object  in  view  being  a  comparison  of  the 
.ollSitro;  ;^ants  in  the  '^o^^^^^^ 

oarison  between  the  mortality  in  the  workhouse  and  out  of  it,  that 
Sod  is  n^t  inefficient.    Wpopulation  of  ^J-^^^ouse  js  so  fluctu- 

riri-t^T^n^  st.^irr:d^o. 

ird'iration^of  their  acju^.^^^^^^^^^^^ 

;n^:f^hrcl=:itrs" 

373,  382),  and  the  worst  of  those  received  ''^"^-•"f  j,'^^^  p. 

The  followino-  passage,  translated  from  Quetelet  s 
Sooiale,"*  is  exa'ctly  in  point:  "  To  ascertain  the  laws  of  morlahty  in 
establ ishnients  of  whichVhe  population  is  fluctuating,  U  is  not  sufficien 
to  compare  the  number  of  deaths  witli  the  number  o  days  of  residence  ; 
attenUon  must  also  be  paid  to  the  number  of  indivuluals  over  which 
rmber  of  days  must  be  spread.  As  the  number  of  individuals 
ncreas^s  especially  in  the  asykims  of  wretchedness  and  human 
infirmitleUn  the  same  proportion  would  it  appear  that  the  chances 
of  mortalitv  must  be  multiplied."  „      ,  ,  i 

The  case  of  the  workholise  approximates  to  that  of  an  hospital ;  and 
a  ratio  of  deaths  to  admissions  is  a  more  fair,  more  ^"  ^Ihgib  e  and 
more  useful  form  of  staling  the  rate  of  mortahty  than  that  which  has 
l?een  adopted.  In  this  way,  as  is  shown  m  the  Report  of  Di. 
Corrigan  and  Dr.  Kennedy,  the  rate  of  mortality  «f  '"^^^^^  has  been^ 
in  the  North  Dublin  workhouse,  35-|  per  cent.,  in  the  South  Dublin 

workhouse,  35^  per  cent.  r      •  r    4o  .,im;*tprl 

The  assertion  or  assumption  that  94  per  cent,  of  the  infants  admitted 
were  in  a  healthy  state  upon  their  admission  rests  iipon  a  return, 
extracted  from  the  Workhouse  Register  (400,  401,  928  1765  m 
which  there  is  a  column  headed,  "  If  disabled,  description  of  disability. 
The  object  of  this  column  is  to  secure  an  accurate  recorcl  ot  the 
number  of  paupers  who  are  admitted,  and  classed  either  as  able-bodied 


ombre  .I'invi.lus  sur  lequel  ce  nombre  de  journtes  do.t  e  re  veparti.  1  lus  ce  de  - 
ieTnombre  est  grand,  surtout  dans  les  asylcs  de  la  m.scre  et  '  cs  ?nfirm,t6.  hu- 

maines  idus  les  chances  de  la  raortalite  semblent  devoir  se  mult.phcr.  -Vol.  I„ 

page  262. 
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or  as  disabled  paupers  ;  that  is,  to  g^uard  against  any  able-bodied 
I)aiiper  being  placed  in  a  class  which  is  exempted  from  hard  labour,  bv 
requiring-  that  where  a  statement  of  disability  is  made   a  specific 
description  of  the  disability  should  be  entered.    This  seems  to  have 
been   contemplated,   and   nothing   more.    It   has,    however,  been 
understood  that  the  state  of  health  of  every  pauper  on  admission  was 
to  be  registered  m  this  column  ;  and  it  appears  that  in  most  instances 
ol  children,  where  it  was  not  considered  bv  the  medical  officer  inspect- 
ing the  child  on  admission  that  it  was  'in  a  state  of  actual  disease 
and  should  be  at  once  placed  in  the  hospital,  or  where  the  Board  of 
Guardians  did  uot  notice  the  state  of  health,  an  entry  of  "good  health  " 
has  been  made  by  the  assistant-master,  upon  whom  devolved  the 
duty  of  registering  the  paupers.    Such  an  entry  having  been  made  in  the 
great  majority  of  cases  of  infants,  and  it  having  been  assumed  that  the 
entries  were  according  to  fact,  it  was  of  primary  importance  to  ascer- 
tain how  they  had  been  made,  by  whom,  after  what  inquiry,  and  witii 
what  means  of  forming  a  correct  judgment.    With  this"  object,  the 
evidence  of  the  master,  assistant-master,  and  several  members  of  the 
Board  of  Guardians  was  taken  (1  to  342). 

It  appeared  that  in  some  cases  entries  were  made  of  the  state  of 
health  by  Guardians,  presiding  at  a  weekly  Board  for  the  admission  of 
paupers  ;  that  where  this  was  done,  the  assistant-master  copied  such 
.entries  into  the  Register  ;  that  in  cases  where  no  entries  had  been 
made,  lie  ascertained  the  state  of  health,  and  entered  it  according  to 
his  own  judgment  (142)  ;  in  no  case  did  he  have  recourse  to  the 
medical  officer  (129),  but  either  formed  his  own  opinion  by  observation 
of  the  child,  or  he  adopted  the  statement  of  the  parent  where  the 
child  was  not  an  orphan  (179).  The  evidence  of  the  assistant-master 
was  confused  and  contradictory  on  several  points:  he  stated  (163,  200, 
202)  that  the  mothers  were  inclined  to  represent  the  health  of  their 
children  to  be  worse  than  it  really  was,  and  that  in  making  the  entry 
he  took  the  statement  of  the  mother  (173  to  189),  and  stTll  the  fact 
(196)  is,  that  nearly  all  the  infants  are  entered  by  him  as  in  good 
health,  and  that  too  contrary  to  his  own  opinion  at  the  time  (169,  189, 
to  192)  in  many  cases.  He  accounts  for  this  (201  to  204)  by 
admitting  that  he  made  the  inquiries  in  a  careless  manner,  uot  being 
competent  to  arrive  at  a  knowledge  of  the  case.  ■  With  respect  to  the 
entries  made,  or  the  omission  of  entries  by  the  Board  of  Guardians,  it 
appears  that  they  generally  presumed  that  the  pauper  would  be 
examined,  and  his  slate  of  health  recorded,  by  the  medical  officer 
subsequently  to  his  admission  (236,  237,  248,  273,  291,  292,  297). 

The  result  of  the  investigation  on  this  point  was  an  impression  that 
the  return  could  not  be  relied  on  as  accurate :  this  was  distinctly 
admitted  by  Mr.  Roper  (943,  946)  ;  it  is  affirmed  by  Guardians  (926, 
965)  and  by  Dr.  Duncan  (424,  425,  565,  1763). 

It  would  be  superfluous  to  attempt  to  prove  that  destitute  infants, 
when  they  were  admitted  into  the  vvorkhou.se,  were  not  for  the  most 
part  in  good  health,  had  it  not  been  assumed  and  commented  on  as  a 
fact,  that  only  6  per  cent,  of  them  were  in  bad  health  at  that  period. 
Under  the  circumstances,  however,  I  thought  it  right  to  collect  the 
opinions  on  this  point  of  the  Guardians,  the  medical  officers,  and  the 
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officers  of  the  workhouse;  they  will  be  found  plainly  expressed  in  the 
Minutes  of  Evidence. 

The  assistant-master  states,  concernino-  the  children  (lb?),  tliat  tney 
and  their  mothers  generally  presented  themselves  for  admission  in  a 
very  bad  state,  meaning-  (185)  a  state  of  emaciation  and  delicacy 
caused  by  destitution  :  in  his  opinion,  many  infants  were  admitted  in 
a  good  state  of  health  (213),  but  the  majority  were  in  a  bad  state  ol 
health  (218). 

Mr.  Barlow,  the  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  states  (249), 
that  the  great  proportion  of  the  paupers  who  presented  themselves  for 
admission,  particularly  the  children,  were  in  an  emaciated,  miserable 
state,  in  a  far  worse  state  than  the  adults  (255)  ;  miserable  in  appear- 
ance from  want  of  food,  proper  care,  and  the  nourishment  which  young 
children  should  receive  (263). 

Mr.  O'Gorman  states,  that  the  mothers  and  children  vvere  seldom 
presented  before  the  Board,  except  in  the  utmost  state  of  destitution 
(274)  ;  that  in  many  instances,  the  cases  of  the  very  young  children 
presented  for  admission  seemed  to  be  quite  hopeless  (286)  ;  that  they 
were  very  wei\k,  wretched,  and  worn  out  (287)  ;  and  that  if  he  saw 
his  own  children  in  such  a  state  he  would  be  very  much  alarmed  for 
theirjsafety. 

Captain  Lindsay  states,  that,  without  expressing  any  positive  opinion 
as  to  any  disease  under  which  the  children  laboured,  his  general 
impression  was  that  a  great  majority  of  them  came  into  the  workhouse 
with  death  written  in  their  faces  (296). 

Mr.  Swan  stales,  that  a  majority  of  the  children  on  admission  were 
in  a  bad  slate,  a  state  in  which  one  might  expect  to  find  them  (325)  : 
a  weak,  low,  bad  state,  approximating  to  disease  (326). 

The  evidence  given  by  Mr.  Arkins  is  of  a  very  different  tenor  to  the 
depositions  of  other  members  of  the  Board,  and  those  of  the  medical 
officers,  on  this  point.  He  considers  that  the  majority  of  the  children 
under  two  years  old  were  healthy  upon  their  admission  into  the  work- 
house (348,  361,  385). 

Dr.  Duncan,  one  of  the  medical  officers,  was  examined  at  great 
length  as  to  the  state  of  health  of  the  children  on  their  admission:  he 
slates  his  opinion  to  be  that  about  one-half  of  the  children  were  healthy 
at  that  time,  others  in  a  delicate  state,  and  others  actually  far  gone  in 
disease  (420,  421);  that  not  many  of  the  mothers  were  actually  dis- 
eased, but  generally  speaking  their  health  as  nurses  was  deteriorated, 
and  their  constitutions  not  in  a  sound  and  healthy  state.    He  could  not 
speak  positively  as  to  the  relative  proportion  of  those  children  who 
were  delicate  and  those  who  were  actually  diseased  (556),  nor  had  he 
any  record  to  supply  the  information  (404,  558,  559,  562);  he  con- 
sidered that  6  of  ihe  100  children  were  in  such  a  state  that  it  was 
impossible  for  them  to  recover,  that  the  recovery  of  others  was  a 
question,  but  that  they  were  not  labouring  under  actual  maladies 
which  would  necessarily  prove  fatal  (565).    At  a  later  period  of  the 
examination,  Dr.  Duncan  stated  that  not  more  than  20,  nor  so  many, 
of  the  children  were  in  a  hopeless  condition  upon  their  admission 
(870). 

Dr.  Kirkpatrick,  another  medical  officer,  states,  that  he  has  no 
record  of  the  state  of  the  paupers  when  he  examined  them  on  their 
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admission  (1008)  ;  that,  according-  to  his  present  impression,  some  of 
the  chi  dren  were  m  good  health,  others  in  a  hopeless  state  of  heaUh, 
and  others  in  tliat  state  of  disease  as  caused  him  to  doubt  the  pro- 

r^,*.l  "/.n'^'!^^"''*^'"^  though''  that  one-half  were 

healthy  (1010),  25  of  the  100  being  in  first-rate  health  (1011)  •  6  or 
8  were  in  the  last  stage  of  existence,  and  a  good  many  more  too  deli- 
cate to  be  vaccinated  (1012)  ;  50  were  in  a  diseased  state,  broken 
do  wn  m  health  (1015)  ;  the  majority  of  the  children  admitted  were 
bad  subjects  for  any  epidemic  (1018). 

The  matron  of  the  workhouse  gives  it.as  her  opinion  that  the  chil- 
dren were  m  a  state  of  natural  delicacy  upon  their  admission  (1202)  ; 
that  some  were  in  a  very  emaciated  state  (1204)  ;  and  that  the' 
healthy  children  bore  a  very  small  proportion  to  the  others. 

Such  is  the  summary  of  the  evidence  bearing  directly  on  this  point. 
With  the  exception  of  that  given  by  Mr.  Arkins,  it  is  all  to  the  same 
effect,  and  discloses  precisely  the  state  of  things  that  would  be  expected 
by  any  one  who  had  considered  the  nature  of  the  relief  afforded  in  the 
workhouse,  and  the  condition  and  circumstances  of  that  class  of  per- 
sons who  in  the  city  of  Dublin  would  be  likely  to  avail  themselves  of  it. 
Upon  reviewing  the  evidence,  and  reflecting  on  the  facts  of  the  case, 
one  cannot  but  be  astonished  that  any  person  in  this  city  would  be  so 
credulous  as  to  believe,  or  would  venture  to  repeat,  in  the  hope  of 
being  believed,  the  assertion,  that  of  100  children  received  into  the 
workhouse,  94  were  in  good  health  at  the  time  of  their  admission. 

The  question,  then,  may  fairly  be  asked,  whether  the  mortality  of 
the  children  has  been,  under  such  circumstances,  excessive?  The 
chairman  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  replies  to  that  question,  that  he 
does  not  consider  it  to  have  been  so  (975)  ;  and  states  his  belief,  that 
the  opinion  on  the  part  of  the  public  that  the  mortality  has  been  ex- 
cessive, has  originated  in  a  report  unfortunately  (976)  and  erroneously 
(977)  spread  abroad  in  the  city. 

The  evidence  given  by  Mr.  Arkins  bears  on  this  question,  inasmuch  as 
he  described  scenes  of  destitution  that  he  had  witnessed  as  a  trustee  of 
the  Roomkeepers'  Society,  and  which  he  stated  to  surpass  any  cases  of 
wretchedness  that  have  lately  come  before  the  notice  of  the  Guardians, 
or  that  can  now  be  seen  in  Dublin  (356,  357,  369).    These  instances 
occurred  before  the  opening  of  the  workhouse  (371),  and  Mr.  Arkins 
is  not  now  aware  of  any  persons  being  in  a  more  destitute  state  than 
those  that  apply  for  relief  (372).    He  accounts  for  the  fact  of  parties 
who  now  apply  for  relief  being  in  less  urgent  destitution  than  formerly 
by  stating,  that  "  the  workhouse  has  weeded  the  city  of  those  destitute 
cases  "  (3S2).    Such  circumstances,  while  they  afford  testimony  to  the 
efficacious  operation  of  the  Poor  Law,  at  the  same  time  would  account  • 
for  a  far  higher  rate  of  mortality  in  the  workhouse  to  which  the  persons 
who  were  previously  existing  in  such  misery  resorted,  than  out  of  it  ; 
for  they  must  constitute  a  much  larger  proportion  of  the  inmates  of  the 
workhouse  than  they  had  before  borne  to  that  class  of  the  community 
from  which  they  were  taken,  and  their  constitutions  and  those  of  their 
children  must  have  been  irretrievably  impaired  by  the  wretchedness 
and  privations  of  their  previous  existence  (377,  379).    And  yet  the 
rate  of  morlality  in  (he  North  Dublin  Union  workhouse  is,  as  compared 
with  the  rate  in  similar  institutions,  remarkably  low.    Dr.  Duncan  is 
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reported  to  have  stated  in  his  examination  before  the  Board  of  Gu^^^^^ 

dlans.  that  it  is  17^  per  cent  while  in  10  -^^^^P"  •%7'^t"!2T  per 
mortahty,  as  ascertained  by  M'Culloch.  in  the  year  1837,  was  ^J  pei 

'"ins  satisfactory  to  be  able  to  state,  that  the  notion  of  excessive 
mortality  hal  not  Lended  beyond  the  dass  of  i"r-;t--^-;-^y^-^ 
old  in  the  workhouse.    In  a  note  wh.cb  I  received  from  Dr.  Dt  nca 
on  the  15th  May,  1841.  he  gives  his  opmion  ^^^P^^^^  ["f^the  ch.U^^^^^^^ 
above  two  vears  old,  from  personal  examination  of  them,  that  their 
t:ZT:X  o,  ^..m.  was'  highly  satisfactory"  p.^O)^  -J  when 
questioned  by  me  on  the  subject  during- the  recent  mvesl  gat.on,  he 
stted  liis  belief  that  the  children  from  two  years  npwanls  have  im- 
proved  in  health  since  their  admission  into  t'^^  workhouse  (541  Dr 
Corrio-an,in  a  note  accompanying  a  copy  of  his  and  Dr  Kennedy  s 
Repon,  writes  thus  :-"  There  is  a  part  of  the  workhouse  statistics  we 
had  an  intention  of  noticing,  but  want  of  space  prevented  us-the  state 
of  the  children  from  two  to  five  years  of  age,  who  are  all  so  remark- 
ably healthy  and  fine  looking."    I  may  here  notice  the  opinions  re- 
corded from  time  to  time  since  the  opening  of  the  workhouse,  of  the 
several  visiting  committees  of  Guardians,  appointed  for  the  purpose  of 
inspecting  the  workhouse  and  its  inmates.    It  is  prescribed  by  your 
rea-ulations  that  a  series  of  questions  referring  to  the  condition  ot  the 
paupers,  and  various  matters  connected  with  the  disciphne  and  manage- 
ment of  the  workhouse,  should  be  periodically  answered  in  writing  by 
a  committee  of  the  Guardians  (1559  to  1561).    One  of  these  questions 
is  "  Are  the  young  children  properly  nursed  and  taken  care  ot  ;  and 
do  they  appear  in  a  clean  and  healthy  state  ?"    There  are  61  answers 
to  this  question  in  the  Visiting  Committee's  Book,  entered  at  different 
dates,  between  29th  May,  1840,  and  15th  December  1841.  These 
answers  will  be  found  in  full  in  the  Appendix  to  the  Minutes  of  Evi- 
dence, No.  3,  p.  98.    I  will  only  state  here  that  40  of  the  answers  are 
in  the  affirmative,  without  qualificaliou  ;  8  are  qualified  affirmatives; 
5  state  that  there  are  no  complaints,  or  no  reason  to  think  otherwise  ; 
2  notice  that  the  children,  or  some  of  them,  are  delicate  in  appearance  ; 
2  mention  the  prevalence  of  measles;  and  1,  the  last,  implies  a  deh- 
ciency  of  accommodation  in  the  nursery  and  day-room  :  3  answers  are 
stated  not  to  relate  to  children  under  two  years  of  age. 

It  is  impossible  to  give  anything  like  a  fair  analysis  of  the  evidence 
taken  on  the  several  points  involved  in  this  investigauon.  Those  per- 
sons who  believed  the  mortality  among  the  infants  to  have  been  ex- 
cessive, attempted,  as  was  natural,  to  account  for  the  excess,  by  alleging 
numerous  defects  in  the  system,  and  instances  of  mismanagement.  The 
over-crowding  of  the  dormitories,  the  unsnitablencss  of  the  day-rooms, 
the  scantiness  of  the  clothing,  the  want  of  air  and  exercise,  and  other 
circumstances  incidental  to  these,  were  adduced  as  the  concurrent 
causes  of  the  excessive  mortality,  which,  though  not  proved,  was 
assumed  to  have  taken  place.  Especially  it  was  to  be  expected  tliat 
the  medical  oflicers  would  be  anxious  to  show  that  the  mortality  was 
connected  wiih  circumstances  over  which  they  could  have  no  control, 
or  which  they  could  not  control  with  sufficient  promptnPfs  ;  and  thus 
it  has  occurred  that  their  evidence  appears  to  be  somewhat  criminatory 
of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  whose  peculiar  province  it  is  to  govern  and 
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hlanage  tlie  workhouse  in  all  matters  of  detail,  and  to  direct  the  oflicers 
in  the  execution  oF  their  duties.  Possibly  the  recommendations  of  the 
medical  officers  were  not  always  attended  to  by  (he  Guardians  as  im- 
plicitly, or  earned  into  effect  as  immediately,  as  these  officers  miffht 
liave  considered  that  they  should  have  been;  but  I  think  the  evidence 
shows  a  constant  desire  on  the  part  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  to  act 
upon  the  advice  and  opinion  of  their  medical  officers,  as  far  as  was 
possible,  without  surrendering-  their  own  opinion  [in  matters  on  which 
they,  as  men  of  sense,  were  as  competent  to  judge  as  professional  per- 
sons; and,  from  my  own  observation,  I  believe  the  Guardians  are 
disposed  to  concede  to  the  medical  officers  more  discretionary  authority 
over  the  details  of  the  management  of  the  workhouse  than  is  altogether 
consistent  with  the  responsibility  which  the  Commissioners  have,  by 
their  regulations,  imposed  upon  the  master  and  matron  of  the  establish- 
ment. 

Whether  such  defective  arrangements  have  been  made  or  allowed 
to  continue  in  the  workhouse  as  would  conduce  to  an  excessive  mor- 
tality, may  be  collected  from  the  Minutes  of  Evidence.  Certain  it  is 
that  most  exaggerated  and  untrue  statements  have  been  circulated  in 
this  respect.  I  have  already  mentioned  that  the  day-room  occupied  by 
the  mothers  and  children  was  rejiorted  to  be  under  the"  level  of  the 
g-round  ;  whereas  it  appears  that  the  room  being  built  on  a  slope,  the 
floor  is  in  fact  a  few  inches  below  the  level  of  the  ground  on  the  one 
side,  and  a  few  inches  above  it  on  the  other  (497,  498).  It  was  also 
reported  of  this  room  that  it  was  totally  destitute  of  light ;  whereas  all 
that  could  have  been  truly  said  is,  that  it  has  a  northern  aspect,  so 
that  the  sun  at  no  time  shines  directly  into  it  (494,  495,  496).  In 
the  report  of  Dr.  Corrigan  and  Dr.  Kennedy,  the  situation  of  this  room 
is  correctly  described  (page  18),  and  they  say  of  it,  "  the  room  had 
been  without  a  fire  and  unoccupied  for  some  days  before  our  visit, — 
the  floor  and  walls  were  perfectly  free  from  damp." 

I  have  also  mentioned  that  Dr.  Duncan  is  reported  to  have  given 
his  opinion  before  the  Board  of  Guardians  that  the  new  day-rooms  are 
not  fit  for  any  purposes  tor  human  beings :  upon  being  examined  by 
me  on  this  point,  he  made  a  more  qualified  statement  (678)  ;  but  he 
did  not  know  the  dimensions  of  the  rooms,  nor  the  number  and  size  of 
the  windows  in  any  of  them  (684,  685,  686).  In  the  Appendix  to  the 
Minutes  of  Evidence,  No.  4,  will  be  found  the  exact  dimensions  of 
each  of  these  rooms;  the  number  and  size  of  the  windows  in  each, 
and  of  the  ventilators.  I  will  here  describe  the  smallest  of  them, 
selecting  it  as  the  one  which  on  that  account  might  be  considered  most 
objectionable. 

It  is  64  feet  long,  and  15  feet  3  inches  wide ;  its  height  at  the  sides, 
is  8  feet  6  inches,  and  in  the  middle  12  feet  3  inches ;  it  has  six  win- 
dows, of  which  three  are  5  feet  3  inches  by  2  feet  6  inches,  and  three 
are  3  feet  by  2  feet  6  inches  ;  and  it  has  two  Louvre-boarded  venti- 
lators, each  3  feet  square,  and  2  feet  6  inches  high. 

A  want  of  means  of  enjoying  air  and  exercise  has  been  alleged  as 
lending  to  the  ill  health  and  excessive  mortality  of  the  infants.  The 
evidence  of  the  matron  is  conclusive  as  to  the  existence  of  anyjust 
ground  of  complaint  in  this  respect,  (1357  to  1376).  It  is  shown  that 
so  soon  as  it  was  reported  to  the  Board  of  Guardians  that  such  recrea- 
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tion  was  advisable,  it  was  signified  to  the  matron  that  the  infants  were 
n  be  taken  into  the  oarden  by  their  mothers.  This  order  of  the  Boaid 
L  matJo  oind  it  difficult  to  carry  into  effect,  owing  to  the  indolent 
habirof  the  parents  :  she  was  obliged  to  enforce  their  going  upon  hne 
day  as  a  poi'nt  of  discipline  ;  and  so  far  ''--/heir  expressing  a  w.sh 
to  go  into  the  garden,  "  it  was  raiher  a  compulsory  thing  to  get  them 

As^io  the  splciousness  and  the  ventilation  of  the  wards  in  which  the 
women  with  their  infants  have  been  at  different  times  put  to  sleep  it 
is  impossible  to  condense  the  evidence  given  on  these  points.  Doubt- 
less the  ventilation  of  many  of  the  wards  is  susceptible  of  those  im- 
provements which  modem  science  has  effected  elsewhere ;  m  some 
parts  of  the  workhouse  alterations  in  this  respect  have  been  made  as 
recommended  by  the  medical  officers ;  but  the  greater  part  ot  the 
establishment  has  now  only  the  same  means  and  contrivances  for  venti- 
lation that  were  in  use  when  the  workhouse  formed  a  portion  ot  the 
Houne  of  Industry,  and  vyhich  were  then  deemed  sufficient.  It  must 
not,  however,  be  forgotten  that  by  the  erection  of  halls  in  which  the 
paupers  take  their  food,  and  day-rooms,  the  accommodation  has  been 
oreatly  extended  and  improved,  under  the  orders  of  the  Commissioners  ; 
and  every  sleeping  ward,  excepting  those  occupied  by  the  classes  o 
sick  or  bedridden  paupers,  may  now  be  thoroughly  cleansed  and  aired 
during  the  absence  of  the  inmates  every  day. 

With  respect  to  the  statement  before  alluded  to,  that  on  tlie  17th  ot 
February  1841,  53  infants  and  60  mothers  and  nurses  were  sleeping 
in  one  room,  which  statement  was  adduced  as  an  instance  of  the  im- 
proper way  in  which  the  sleeping  wards  were  permitted  lo  be  crowded, 
it  was  satisfactorily  proved  by  the  matron  that  only  90  persons,  not 
113  as  stated,  had  slept  in  the  room  on  that  occasion;  the  matron 
prorluce<l,in  support  of  her  assertion,  documentary  proof,  which,  being 
verified  by  a  special  committee  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  satisfied 
them  that  the  report  as  to  the  113  was  incorrect,  and  the  person  who 
hud  made  it  then  being  present  admitted  its  incorrectness. 

Without  entering  into  minute  considerations  as  to  whether  this  or 
that  arrangement  in  the  workhouse  is  defective  or  capable  of  improve- 
ment, and\s  to  the  parties  on  whom  rests  the  responsibility  of  making 
or  declining  to  make  alterations,  I  must  content  myself  with  declaring 
that  I  know  of  no  step  suggested  as  an  improvement  by  any  person 
whom  I  examined,  that  might  not  have  been  taken  at  any  time  suice 
the  workhouse  was  opened,  in  perfect  consistency  with  the  regulations 
of  the  Commissioners  ;  nor  am  I  aware  of  any  measure  which  has 
been,  or  might  have  been  adopted,  with  a  view  of  promoting  the  healthi- 
ness'of  the  workhouse,  to  which  any  of  the  regulations  issued  by  the 
Commissioners  has  been  an  obstacle.    The  infants  are  now  placed  with 
their  mothers  in  wards,  of  which  Dr.  Kennedy  and  Dr.  Corrigan  ex- 
press their  decided  approbation  :  they  might  have  been  placed  there  at 
any  time,  had  it  been  apparent  that  a  necessity  existed  tor  removing 
them  from  the  other  wards.    At  any  time  the  change  might  have  been 
effected  witli  equal  facility  as  now,  for  the  workhouse  has  never  con- 
tained so  many  inmates  as  at  present.    So  also  as  regards  their  food 
and  clothing,  and  that  of  their  mothers,  they  are  left  to  be  dieted, 
clothed,  and  treated  bv  the  Board  of  Guardians  in  all  respects  as  the 
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medical  officers  may  advise.  In  accordance  with  this  is  the  fact,  that 
it  was  never  implied,  in  the  conrse  of  the  investigation,  that  the  alleged 
defects  and  instances  of  management  arose  out  of,  or  were  at  all  con- 
nected with,  the  general  rules  under  which  the  institution  is  governed, 
except  that  in  one  instance  an  alleged  want  of  promptness  in  extending 
the  accommodation  of  one  class  of  paupers  was  attributed  to  a  mis- 
taken notion  of  system  and  order  (475),  and  in  another  the  matron 
expressed  her  apprehension  that  a  certain  proposed  change  would 
"  interfere  with  classification"  (1301). 

I  have  found  it  difficult,  in  drawing  up  these  observations,  to  guard 
against  the  use  of  language  implying  iin  admission  on  my  part  that 
there  has  been  an  excess  of  mortality  among  the  infant  children,  and 
that  such  irregularities  and  defects  have  existed  as  are  adduced  by  other 
persons  to  account  for  what  they  assume  to  have  been  the  case.  I 
must  therefore  distinctly  express  my  opinion,  that  there  has  been  much 
less  to  find  fault  with  than  could  have  been  expected,  considering  how 
novel  were  the  duties  of  both  guardians  and  paid  officers,  and  how 
rapid  was  the  influx  of  paupers  upon  the  opening  of  the  workhouse. 
None  know  better  than  the  Commissioners  what  evils  are  to  be  appre- 
hended under  such  circumstances,  and  I  think  they  cannot  be  more 
clearly  pointed  out  than  they  were  in  your  letter  addressed  to  the  Board 
of  Guardians  on  the  31st  March,  1840,  upon  the  declaration  of  the 
workhouse,  and  on  the  19th  May,  1840,  when  the  admission  of  paupers 
had  commenced  and  was  rapidly  proceeding. — (See  Appendix  to  the 
Minutes  of  Evidence,  Nos.  1  and  2).  The  timely  warning  then  given 
was  not  disregarded;  and  I  can  now,  after  the  lapse  of  18  months, 
reviewing  the  past  circumstances,  and  looking  to  the  present  state  of 
the  workhouse,  congratulate  the  Commissioners  and  the  guardians  on 
the  almost  total  absence  of  the  evils  indicated  in  those  letters. 

It  is,  I  think,  apparent  upon  a  perusal  of  the  Minutes  of  Evidence, 
Lhat  the  charge  of  excessive  mortality  among  the  infant  paupers,  to- 
gether with  the  statement  of  facts  adduced  to  account  for  it,  is  the 
result,  in  a  great  degree,  of  a  preconceived  opinion  that  destitute 
children  cannot  be  satisfactorily  maintained  in  the  workhouse,  and 
that  the  legislature  ought  to  recal  into  existence,  for  the  purpose  of 
relieving  them,  the  extinct  system  of  Foundhng  Hospitals.  I  am  not 
required  to  state  here  the  moral  and  social  evils  which,  being  inse- 
parable from  foundling  hospitals,  have  in  most  places  led  to  their  sup- 
pression. The  additional  expense  that  would  ensue,  if  boards  of 
guardians  were  empowered  to  pay  for  the  sustenance  of  every  infant 
child  represented  to  be  either  deserted  or  in  want,  would  be  almost 
without  limitation;  for  a  board  of  guardians  could  hardly  ever  refrain 
from  exercising  their  power  of  granting  this  description  of  out-door 
relief  when  appealed  to;,  and  the  test  of  the  workhouse  being  removed, 
such  appeals  would  be  innumerable.  But  the  chief  consideration, 
with  reference  to  the  recent  investigation,  is  the  fact  thereby  esta- 
blished— that  the  chances  of  life  among  a  given  number  of  infants 
relieved  in  the  workhouse  are  greater  than  among  an  equal  num- 
ber intrusted  to  hireling  nurses  in  the  country.  The  Return  from 
the  Dublin  Foundling  Hospital  shows  that  of  51,527  infants  received 
from  the  year  1798  to  1831  inclusive,  38,674  were  sent  to  be  nursed 
in  the  country,  of  which  last  number  15,252  died  under  two  years  of 
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affe  •  and  it  further  aooears  that  those  who  were  sent  to  nurse  were 
the  more  healthy  infants  of  those  received,  for  12,153  died  in  the  hos- 
pital before  they  could  be  removed  from  it  to  country  nurses,  the 
balance  of  700  having  been  returned  to  their  parents  ;  the  mortality  of 
the  country-nursed  infants  was  39i  per  cent.  The  returns  from  the 
Police  Commissioners,  and  those  from  the  Dublin  parish  officers,  ex- 
hibit a  much  larger  proportioa,  that  of  the  former  being  56  per  cent., 
and  the  most  favourable  of  the  latter,  the  return  from  St.  Peter's  parish, 
giving  491  per  cent. ;  while  the  mortality  of  infants  in  the  two  Dublin 
workhouses  has  been  shown  to  have  been  respectively  no  more  than 
35|  and  35i  per  cent. 

I  have  the  honour,  &c. 

Richard  Hall, 

Tq  Assistant  Poor  Law  Commissioner. 

T/ie  Poor  Law  Commissioners. 

III. — Report  to  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners. 
By  Denis  Phelan,  Esq.,  M.R.C.S.L.,  Assistant  Commissioner. 
Gentlemen,  Rathmines,  23rd  January,  1842. 

Having,  as  directed,  attended  the  inquiry  held  at  the  North 
Dublin  Workhouse,  relative  to  the  condition  and  state  of  health  of  the 
infant  children  in  that  institution,  I  have  the  honor  to  offer  a  few  ob- 
servations on  the  medical  portion  of  the  evidence  given  on  that  occasion. 

The  points  chiefly  insisted  on  were — Istly.  That  the  mortality  of 
the  class  in  question,  namely,  infants  under  two  years  of  age,  was 
excessive. 

2ndly.  That  this  excessive  mortality  was,  in  a  great  degree,  caused 
by  the  infants  being  placed  in  ill-ventilated,  dark,  and  over-crowded 
day-rooms  and  dormitories. 

3rdly.  That  being  so  placed,  a  delicacy  of  constitution  was  induced, 
which,  in  many  instances  terminated  fatally  in  consumption,  or  which 
rendered  the  infants  bad  subjects  to  contend  with  such  attacks  of  epi- 
demic or  other  diseases  as  occurred  amongst  them. 

The  mortality  which  takes  place  in  hospitals  is  usually  calculated  by 
comparing  the  deaths  with  the  admissions.  From  a  former  Report  of 
mine  on  the  state  of  the  North  Dublin  Union  Workhouse,  it  appears 
that,  of  4,171  destitute  persons  admitted  into  it  from  the  4th  of  May, 
1840,  to  the  31st  of  August,  1841,  2,550  were  received  into  Hospital, 
and  that  many  beside  were  under  medical  treatment.  The  proportion 
admitted  into  the  hospital  of  the  South  Dublin  Workhouse  was  still 
greater. 

It  would,  therefore,  appear  that  the  mortality  in  this  workhouse  may 
be  fairly  calculated  on  the  same  principle  as  in  hospitals,  and  that  this 
particularly  applies  to  children  under  two  years  of  age,  as  I  find  that  of 
274  of  this  class  admitted  into  the  North  Dublin  Union  workhouse, 
21s  had  been  under  medical  treatment,  and  that  the  remaining  56 
might  have  required  medical  assistance  occasionally. — {See Mr.  Broione's 
Evidence^  Query  1689.] — An  additional  reason  for  calculating  the  mor- 
tality of  this  class  in  the  same  manner  as  in  hospitals  is,  that  the 
majority  of  the  children  were  in  bad  health  on  admission,  and  that 
they  were  all  exposed  after  admission  to  the  influence  of  measles,  scar- 
latina, and  hooping  cough. 
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By  this  mode  of  calculation  the  actual  mortality  which  takes  place 
can  be  accurately  ascertained.  On  the  245  first  admitted — those  on 
whom  Dr.  Duncan's  calculation  was  made,  and  of  whom  87  died — it 
was  35xV  per  cent.  Up  to  the  3 1st  of  December  last  the  admissions 
of  this  class  amounted  lo  275,  the  deaths  to  98;  the  mortality  was 
therefore  35f  per  cent,  on  these  admissions.  During-  the  same  period 
it  was  35i  in  the  South  Dublin  workhouse. 

Doctor  Duncan,  one  of  the  medical  officers  of  the  North  Dublin 
workhouse,  estimated  the  mortality  which  took  place  amonj^st  the  class 
in  question  to  be  63  per  cent.,  and  stated  that  he  calculated  it  to  be  so 
on  the  principle  of  constant  residence,  in  the  same  manner  as  Mr, 
M'CuUoch  calculates  it  in  the  English  prisons. — [See  Queries  857,  858, 
859,  and  860  of  the  'printed  Evidence.^ — But  this  mode  of  calculation 
is  liable  to  two  fatal  objections.  Istly.  The  relative  mortality  which 
takes  place  in  a  tluctuatingf  population  cannot  be  accurately  ascertained 
by  any  such  process;  and  2ndly,  it  assumes  that  those  who  have  been 
discharged,  and  those  that  remain,  would  die  in  an  equal  time  and  num- 
ber as  those  that  have  actually  died.  But  experience  proves  the  con- 
trary to  be  the  case,  as  it  is  found  that  such  as,  on  admission,  are  much 
enfeebled  from  the  want  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  or  who  labour  under 
chronic  disorders,  die  in  workhouses,  as  elsewhere,  in  far  greater  pro- 
portion than  such  as  are  differently  circumstanced  ;  and  that,  as  might 
reasonably  be  expected,  the  number  discharged  in  any  given  time 
contains  a  far  greater  proportion  of  those  who  were  healthy  than  of 
those  who  were  sickly  on  admission.  Any  results,  therefore,  which  are 
derived  from  this  mode  of  calculation  must,  on  close  examination,  be 
fallacious.  In  fact,  the  two  medical  officers  of  the  Institution  differ 
widely  on  this  point.  Doctor  Duncan  states,  in  answer  to  Query 
(1751),  that  63  per  cent,  of  the  infant  class  died  in  that  establishment, 
whilst  the  surgeon,  in  answer  to  Query  (1693)  :  "  Is  it  a  fact  that  63 
per  cent,  of  the  children  admitted  into  the  workhouse  under  two  years 
of  age  have  died?"  replied,  "I  think  not;"  and  Dr.  Kirkpatrick  ob- 
serves, "  If  Dr.  Duncan's  calculalion  went  before  the  public  alone," 
meaning  unaccompanied  by  Mr.  Phelan's,  "it  would  be  misunderstood, 
and  i)ersons  would  suppose  that  63  out  of  100  admitted  into  the  house 
were  consigned  to  their  graves." 

To  judge  whether  the  mortality  in  the  North  Dublin  workhouse, 
amongst  the  class  under  consideration  (namely,  infants  under  two 
years  old),  has  been  excessive,  it  appears  to  me  that  we  should,  if 
possible,  ascertain  the  actual  mortality  amongst  all  infants  of  the  same 
age  in  a  given  population.  2.  What  proportion  the  mortality  of  the 
infants  of  the  poor — such  as  are  likely  to  be  subjects  for  workhouse 
relief,  bears  to  the  total  mortality  which  takes  place  amongst  the  infants 
of  all  classes  of  society  ui  the  same  locality.  3.  The  condition  atid 
slate  of  health  of  the  infants  admitted  into  the  workhouse ;  and,  from 
the  information  so  afforded,  estimate  whether  any,  or  what  higher  rate 
of  mortality  might  reasonably  be  expected  to  take  place  amongst  the 
latter. 

Until  a  correct  registration  of  births  and  deaths  exists,  every  accu- 
rate information  on  the  first  point  is  not  to  be  obtained,  hut  there  are 
some  data  which  may  perhaps  be  sufficient  (or  our  present  purpose. 
It  appears,  from  returns  obtained  by  the  Census  Commissioners,  that 
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in  Dron-heda  and  TuUamore  the  mean  mortality  of  all  infants  under 
two  Yea°s  of  aoo,  during-  a  period  of  five  years,  has  been  27*  per  cent., 
compared  with  the  total  population  of  children  of  that  age.  Assuming 
this  to  be  the  amount  of  mortality  whicli  takes  place  amongst  children 
of  the  sam*e  age  in  the  city  and  county  of  Dublin,  we  are  enabled  to 
use  it  in  our  inquiry  on  the  second  point.  ,     j  u  ,u 

When  we  consider  the  numerous  privations  that  are  endured  by  tne 
class  which  constitutes  the  objects  for  workhouse  relief,  the  msufficiency 
and  the  unwholesomeness  of  their  food,  their  want  of  adequate  clotlnng 
and  fuel,  the  state  of  their  lodgings,  and  their  habits,  m  a  word,  tlieir 
entire  condition,— it  may  naturally  be  inferred  that  their  children  must 
be  far  more  liable  to  disease,  and  that  a  considerably  greater  portion 
of  them  would  die  than  those  of  persons  in  a  more  comfortalile 
condition.  Numerous  proofs  to  this  effect  could  be  adduced,  but  the 
circumstances  are  so  universally  known  that  it  is  needless  for  me  to 
dwell  on  them. 

If  the  total  mortality  of  infants  under  two  years  of  age  m  the  three 
portions  of  society,— the  wealthy,  the  middle  class,  and  the  poor,— to 
be  taken  at  27  per  cent.,  it  will,  I  think,  be  considered  moderate  to 
estimate  that  of  the  children  of  the  very  poor  to  be,  at  least,  one-third 
higher,  which  would  make  it  36,  that  is,  about  l  per  cent,  above  the 
mortality  which  has  actually  taken  place  amongst  the  infant  class  m 
each  of  the  Dublin  workhouses. 

Although  no  medical  record  exists  with  respect  to  the  state  of  health 
of  these  infants  when  admitted,  sufficient  information  has  been  obtained 
to  enable  us  to  form  a  tolerably  correct  opinion  on  the  subject. 

The  deputv-master,  who  registered  the  names,  and  who  spoke  with 
the  mothers,  or  with  such  as  had  charge  of  the  children  ;  the  guardians, 
who  were  chairmen  of  the  Admission  Boards,  and  the  two  medical 
.officers,  gave  the  following  evidence  in  reference  to  the  health  of  the 
children  on  admission: — "  I  think  the  majority  were  in  a  bad  state  of 
health."  "The  great  proportion  were  in  an  emaciated  state."  "The 
children  appeared  to  me  to  be  in  a  miserable  state — a  wretched  miser- 
able state."  "  A&  to  the  young  children,  in  many  instances  their  case 
seemed  to  be  quite  hopeless."  "My  general  impression  was,  that  a 
great  majority  of  them  came  in  with  death  written  in  their  faces." 
"  The  majority  of  them  came  in  what  I  conceive  to  be  a  bad  state." 
"The  majority  of  them  came  in  a  state  of  disease,  or  in  such  a  weak, 
low,  bad  state,  as  to  approximate  to  disease." 

Dr.  Duncan  said,  "  I  should  think  about  one-half  of  those  admitted 
are  heahhy.  The  cases  were  principally  consumption  that  came  in  ac- 
tually diseased." 

Dr.  Kirkpatrick,  "some  in  good  health,  others  in  a  hopeless  state, 
and  others  in  that  state  of  disease  that  I  would  doubt  the  propriety  of 
vaccinating  them." 

"  J  n  lOU,  25  were  in  good  health,  50  in  delicate  health,  and  25  not  so 
remarkable  for  perfect  genuine  health,  but  still  not  diseased  ;  50  were 
in  a  diseased  state,  in  broken  health." 

Here  we  have  it  established,  on  tiie  evidence  of  one  of  the  officers  of 


*  The  mortality  amongst  tbe  same  class  is  stated  to  be  25^  per  cent,  in  Sweden, 
and  32^  in  France, 
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the  h  ouse,  of  four  members  of  the  Board  of  Guardians,  and  of  the  two 
medical  officers,  that  at  least  one-half  these  infants  were  in  bad  health 
when  admitted.  It  now  becomes  necessary  to  inquire  whether,  sub- 
sequently, they  are  unavoidably  exposed  to  any  influences  tending  to  act 
injuriously  on  them. 

It  may  be  right  to  observe  that  mothers  occasionally  come  with  their 
children  into  workhouses,  not  merely  to  obtain  food  and  lodging,  but 
with  the  additional  view  of  placing  them  in  the  hospital.  A  poor 
woman,  who  is  in  a  state  of  destitution,  but  in  good  health,  and  who 
has  a  sick  child,  will  not  be  admitted  into  any  of  the  city  hospitals  ; 
but  she  knows  that,  by  becoming  an  inmate  of  the  workhouse,  her 
child,  if  seriously  ill,  will  be  taken  into  the  hospital  of  that  establish- 
ment. That  this  not  unfrequently  occurs  may  be  inferred  from  Dr. 
Duncan's  reply  to  the  following  query  (1750).  "  Will  it  not  be  an  in- 
ducement for  a  woman  who  has  a  sick  child  to  apply  for  workhouse 
relief,  when  she  knows  that  it  will  be  provided  with  hospital  and  me- 
dical attendance  ?" — "  Certainly." 

Considering  the  evidence  given  respecting  the  health  of  these  chil- 
dren, it  will,  I  think,  be  admitted  that  a  large  proportion  of  them  must 
be  bad  subjects  to  contend  with  an  attack  of  any  serious  epidemic.  On 
this  point,  Dr.  Kirkpatrick's  evidence  is  conclusive.  His  answers  to 
queries  (1017  and  1018,)  are :  —  "  The  great  majority  of  those  who 
were  previously  delicate,  would  be  the  more  unfit  to  struggle  against  an 
epidemic  disease,  as  measles,  scarlatina,  or  hooping  cough."  "  The 
majority  of  the  children  admitted  are  bad  subjects  for  an  epidemic." 

It  is  established  on  the  same  gentleman's  authority,  that  there 
would  be  a  liability  of  an  epidemic  spreading;  frequent  admissions 
from  time  to  time  will  always  supply  us  with  contagion  from  disease, 
and  once  the  disease  is  admitted,  it  will  be  always  difficult  to  prevent  it 
from  spreading  amongst  the  young  class  of  children.  "  I  think  our  in- 
fants will  be  always  liable  to  run  through  the  danger  of  the  epidemic 
within  their  first  two  years."  See  answer  to  query  (1520).  And  Dr. 
Duncan,  in  reply  to  query  (527),  shows  that  such  epidemics  have 
occurred  in  the  house, — that  measles,  scarlatina,  pneumonia,*  and 
hooping  cough  have  prevailed  there. 

Considering  all  these  circumstances,  it  is  my  decided  opinion  that  the 
mortality  of  the  infants  in  the  workhouse  has  not  been  excessive ;  on 
the  contrary,  it  appears  matter  of  surprise  that  it  should  be  only  8^  per 
cent,  higher  than  that  which  takes  place  in  children  of  the  same  age, 
belonging  to  all  classes  of  society  outside  the  workhouse. 

I  now  proceed  to  inquire  what  share  the  day-roomte  and  dormitories 
may  be  supposed  to  have  had  in  influencing  the  health  or  mortality  of 
the  children.  In  reply  to  query  (882),  Dr.  Duncan  answered,  "  the 
over-crowding  of  the  day-rooms  is  a  main  cause  of  the  mortality."  In 
this.  Dr.  Kirkpatrick  concurred,  and  stated  in  addition,  that  "  he  thinks 
the  dormitories  loo  crowded."  It  is  however  to  be  recollected  that  Dr. 
Kirkpatrick,  when  he  gave  this  opinion,  acknowledged  that  he  did  not 
know  how  many  slept  in  the  dormitory  to  which  he  so  objected,  see 
query  (1033);  and  that  Dr.  Duncan  thought  there  were  113  in  the 

*  Dr.  Duncan  considers  pneumonia  to  have  been  of  an  epidemic  chaiacter  in  the 
house. 
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dormitory,  No.  50,  when  in  reality  it  that  for  two  nights  only 

''^tattpa;ea,y":ZiS?.:rw:?d':!n"d  ,  beneve  that  the,  a. 
.„Sr?apaeioLforthenu..« 

dows,  must  at  an  iirnet,  n  v  somewhat  less   ghtsome  than 

^  if  nther  wards  i   t  T^rVhour  but  I  cannot  understand 

C^S^^il^n^S^C^X  c^rindows,  must  admit  of 

^7  ?ed'toLteTation  in  opposing  my  opinion  respecting-  the  salu- 
britv  of  these  rooms  to   that  of  Drs.  Duncan  and  Kirkpatnck,  the 
nXf  offices,  who  are  men  of  much 
but  it  appears  to  me  that  they  have,  in  a  great 

real  causes  of  such  mortality  as  did  occur,  namely,  the  condition  o  the 
[nfants  on  admission,  and  their  unavoidable  exposure  subsequently  to 

^^uT^^hfaTmS  universal  opinion  of  the  medical  profession  that  in 
ill-ventilated  and  over-crowded  rooms,  fever  is  likely      occur  The 
absence  of  it  amongst  the  nurses  placed  in  the  rooms  which  are  stated 
to  be  in  that  condition  is.  however,  a  very  remari<able  feature.    On e  o t 
the  medical  officers  was  asked,  see  queries  (1636  to  1640)  When 
vvardTare  over-crowded,  is  fever  a  disease  that  ensues  ?  '  and  Ins  answer 
is-"  Occasionally."     "  Have  the  nurses  attending  the  children  had 
fever  '  "— "  No  "    "  Has  fever  occurred  amongst  the  intants    — .  ^^o- 
«  As  it  has  not'  occurred  amongst  the  nurses,  how  do  you  explain  the 
circumstance  of  their  being  so  free  from  it  in  ^ards  which  are  repre- 
sented to  be  ill  ventilated,  unwholesome,  and  injurious  to  the  lives  of 
infants?"-"!  explain  it  by  the  fact,  that  this  establishment  has  not 
been  at  all  subject  to  fever."    "  Is  it  not  the  opinion  of  most  medical 
authorities  that  fever  is  generated  under  certain  circumstances,  such  as 
want  of  ventilation,  crowded  rooms,  &c.  ?"-"  The  causes  of  fever  which 
you  mention  are  thought  to  produce  it."    "  As  fever  has  not  prevailed 
in  this  establishment,  is  it  not  primd  facie  evidence  of  the  healthfulness 
of  the  wards'"-"  Many  of  the  women  lost  their  health  m  these  wards. 
It  is  prima  facie  evidence  that  they  were  exempt  from  fever  and  that 
the  crowded  state  of  the  rooms  did  not  produce  fever.         is  lever 
found  to  be  the  particular  disease  which  is  generally  generated  by 
crowded  and  unwholesome  dwellings  ?"-"  Not  generally,  but  fre- 
quently it  is  ;  crowded  dwellings  frequently  produce  fever.  _ 

I  consider  that  this  evidence  goes  far  t.)  disprove  the  msa  ubrity  of 
these  wards;  for,  were  they  such  as  to  affect  the  infants  to  the  extent 
alluded  to,  I  am  of  opinion  that  some  of  the  nur.ses  would  have  been 

ufFGClcci  with,  fever 

The  medical  officers  assert,  that  the  over-crowded  and  ill-ventilated 
stale  of  the  rooms  in  which  the  infants  were  placed  produced  scrotula ; 
and  to  this  they  attribute  much  of  the  mortality  that  occurred.  J3ut 
their  evidence  to  this  effect  is,  I  think,  far  from  being  conclusive. 

Dr.  Kirkpatrick  says,  "  I  have  not  the  slightest  doubt  upon  my  mind 
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or  scrofula  being  largely  engendered  in  this  establishment;"  and  a 
similar  opinion  was  given  by  Dr.  Duncan.  In  proof  of  the  correctness 
of  this  view,  the  former,  referring  to  post  mo?<e7?i  examinations,  ob- 
serves,— "  I  remember  no  case  in  which  there  were  not  scrofulous 
tubercles  in  some  part  of  the  system."  But  in  answer  to  a  previous 
question  (1087),  he  replied:  "  1  observed  that  there  were  no  tubercles 
in  four  or  five  cases."  This  evidence  is  so  much  at  variance  that  it  is 
difficult  to  found  any  conclusion  on  it.  But  admitting  that  most  of 
those  who  died  were  scrofulous,  such  a  condition  must,  I  think,  be  ex- 
pected from  the  class  known  to  be  admitted.  The  evidence  given 
respecting  them,  by  the  same  gentleman,  is;  "  Scrofula  in  Dublin  is 
very  prevalent  among  the  lower  classes,  and  no  matter  what  disease 
carried  off  the  child,  scrofulous  tubercles  prevailed  in  the  system." 

When  a  large  number  of  the  children  admitted  into  the  house  are 
known  to  be  tainted  with  scrofula,  it  being  very  prevalent  amongst  the 
class  from  whence  they  are  taken,  it  may  be  reasonably  expected,  that 
as  the  parties  so  affected  are  usually  the  most  liable  to  serious  illness, 
and,  of  course,  to  die  under  such  attacks,  tubercles  will  be  found  on 
making  post  mortem  examinations  on  them.  This  constitutional 
affection  or  taint  is  shown  to  have  existed  in  many  previous  to  admis- 
sion, a  fact  which  is  clearly  proved  from  the  return  of  deaths  supplied 
by  the  medical  officers ;  for  I  find  that  no  less  than  21  of  the  infant 
class  died  within  one  month, — some  within  a  week  after  admission. 
Scrofula  would,  surely,  not  have  been  so  fiilly  and  so  rapidly  developed 
within  so  short  a  period  that  their  deaths  could  be  mainly  owing  to  it ; 
but  whatever  share  such  constitutional  affection  may  have  had  in 
causing  death,  it  cannot  be  denied  that  in  those,  and  in  many  others, 
scrofula  must  have  existed  before  their  admission  into  the  establish- 
ment. 

I  now  feel  it  necessary  to  notice  the  evidence  given  relative  to  the 
diseases  which  immediately  caused  death.  Both  the  medical  officers 
stated  that  the  children  who  died  between  the  fifth  and  ninth  days,  in 
measles,  died  not  of  that,  but  of  some  other  disease.  Dr.  Kirkpatrick's 
answers  on  this  head,  to  queries  (1650  to  1686),  and  Dr.  Duncan's 
to  queries  (1729  to  1736),  is  the  evidence  to  which  I  allude,  and  is  in 
substance  to  this  effect; — that  if  a  person  who  labours  under  measles 
dies  during  its  progress,  with  symptoms  which  denote  that  serious 
inflammation  of  the  substance  or  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  lungs 
exists,  the  disease  of  which  the  patient  dies  is  not  measles,  but  pneu- 
monia or  bronchitis  ;  and  that  when  in  the  progress  of  fever,  the  brain, 
or  peritoneum  (the  lining  membrane  of  the  intestines),  becomes  dan- 
gerously inflamed,  and  death  ensues,  the  disease  of  which  the  patient 
dies  cannot  be  called  fever,  but  inflammation  of  the  organ  which  has 
become  so  affected.  In  -each  of  these  cases  the  fatal  event  is  referred 
by  the  medical  officers  to  the  secondary,  not  to  the  primary,  disease. 

This  is  not,  in  my  opinion,  a  correct  mode  of  designating  the  cause 
of  death,  nor  is  it  the  usual  practice  of  the  profession.  In  support  of 
this  opinion,  I  beg  to  refer  to  the  Registrar-General's  first  Report,  p. 
94,  in  which  Mr.  Farr  observes—"  In  fixing  the  tabular  list  of  diseases 
the  following  principles  have  bjecn  attended  to — when,  after  hooping 
cough"  (which  disease  is  grvQTr'as  an  iustance)  "  it  was  stated  that 
the ''patient  died  of  .pnebuVaniajjlie  case  has  been  referred  to  the 
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nrimary  disease  ;  and  the  same  principle  has  been  referred  to  in  similar 
h[  ances."  As  Mr.  Farr  is  a  very  high  authority  on  th>s  subject  I 
fee  Tmy  duty  to  show  that  the  view  taken  by  Drs.  Duncan  and  Kir  - 
mtrick  in  marUng-  complicated  diseases,  is  at  variance  with  the  pr  n- 
!;fples  laS  down  by  him,  and,  as  far  as  I  am  aware,  by  all  other 
medical  authorities  of  eminence. 

Finallv  I  beo-  to  ffive  it  as  my  opinion,  _  , 

I  ,ly  That  the  mortality  of  fhe  infants  in  the  North  Dublin  work- 
house was  not  extensive,  but  rather  under  that  which,  co.isidenng  all 
the  circumstances,  might  have  been  expected.  ,  i  „ 

2ndly.  That  such  mortality  as  did  take  place  was  not  caused  by  the 
state  of  the  day- rooms  or  dormitories,  but  ,    i    r  ,u  t>^„^ 

3rdly  That  it  was  owing  to  causes  beyond  the  control  of  the  Poor 
Law  Commissioners,  the  Guardians,  or  the  medical  officers,  namely,  the 
emaciated  and  unhealthy  state  of  a  large  portion  of  the  infants  when 
admitted,  and  the  unavoidable  exposure  of  all  to  attacks  ot  measles, 
scarlatina,  and  hooping  cough. 

I  have  the  honour,  &c., 
j<Q  Denis  Phelan,  M.R.C.S.,  London, 

The  Poor  Law  Commissioners.       Assistmit  Poor  Law  Commissioner. 


IV —Report  to  the  Poor  Law   Commissioners.— By  Evory 
'  Kennedy,  Esq.,  M.D.,  &c. ;  and  D.  J.  Corrigan,  Esq., 
M.D.,  &c. 

Gentlemen,  Merrion  Square,  Dublin,  \2th  January,  1842. 

In  compliance  wnth  your  request  of  December  20th,  that  we 
should  visit  the  North  Dublin  Union  Workhouse,  "  for  the  purpose  of 
examining  into  the  accommodation  provided  therein  for  the  pauper 
children  under  two  years  of  age,  and  into  their  general  condition  and 
treatment,"  we  beg  to  say  that  we  have  made  our  inspection,  and  we 
submit  to'you  the  following  Report:— We  may  premise  it  by  observ- 
ing that  the  workhouse  is  well  situated,  being  in  the  extreme  north- 
western boundary  of  the  city,  the  ground  on  which  it  stands  possessing 
an  elevation  of  10  feet  8  inches  above  the  level  of  Stephen's  Green, 
and  being  only  2  feet  2  inches  below  the  level  of  Mountjoy  Square. 

Lying-in  Ward,  No.  61.— We  deemed  it  necessary  to  visit  this  ward, 
as  the  management  of  mother  and  infant  in  it  must  have  considerable 
influence  on'^the  health  of  both  afterwards.  This  ward  contains  eleven 
beds.  The  number  of  occupants  necessarily  varies  very  much.  On 
the  night  preceding  our  visit,  including  nurse-tenders  and  attendants, 
nine  women  and  five  infants  slept  in  it.  It  is  43  feet  4  inches  long, 
19  feet  1  inch  wide,  and  13  feet  5  inches  high ;  containing  10,929 
cubic  feet.  It  afforded  to  each  individual  of  the  number  that  slept  in 
it  the  preceding  night  780  cubic  feet  of  air,  undergoing,  by  its  venti- 
lators, &c.,  a  continual  change.  The  floor  is  boarded.  The  light  and 
supply  of  air  are  amply  sufficient.  The  bed-clolhes  for  each  bed  con- 
sists of  a  thick  cotton  rug,  a  double  blanket,  and  a  pair  of  linen  sheets, 


which  appear  to  be 
changed  once  a-week 


dresses  are 
nature  and 


350 


Treatment,  ^c,  of  Infant  Children.       [8th  Rep. 


wants  of  each  particular  case ;  but,  as  a  general  rule,  half  a  pound  of 
bread  and  half  a  pint  of  milk  are  allowed  daily  to  each  infant  from  the 
tmie  of  Its  birth,  and  one  and  a  half  pints  of  milk,  one  pint  of  tea,  one 
quart  of  whey,  and  from  one  to  one  and  a  quarter  pound  of  bread 
daily,  with  gruel  occasionally  to  the  mother.  Both  mothers  and 
infants  appeared  to  be  doing  well,  and  the  bedding  and  all  the 
furniture  of  the  ward  were  cleanly  and  in  good  order. 

Suggeslions.—We  beg  to  offer  the  following  suggestions  for  im- 
provement in  the  management  of  this  ward:— 1st.  The  door  of  the 
ward  opens  into  the  hall  so  very  near  to  the  outside  door  opening 
into  the  yard,  that  some  of  the  beds,  and  a  portion  of  the  ward  nearest 
the  fire,  where  the  infants  are  washed,  are  unavoidably  exposed  to 
draughts  of  cold  air.  We  would  suggest  a  continuation  of  the  present 
screen,  converting  it  into  a  box-screen,  with  a  second  door  and  spring- 
keeper,  or  some  similar  contrivance  which  would  remove  this  defect,' 

2ndly.  There  is  no  want  of  a  sufficient  supply  of  fresh  straw  for  the 
beds,  whenever  called  for;  but,  in  some,  its  short  and  broken  state 
showed  that  it  had  not  been  changed  for  many  weeks.  The  nurse- 
tender,  Daly,  admitted  that  it  had  not  been  changed  under  one  of  the 
patients  for  five  weeks.  Neither  is  fresh  straw  always  supplied  to 
each  patient  on  admission,  its  distribution  being  left  to  the  discretion 
of  the  nurse  of  the  ward.  It  should  be  a  regulation  of  the  ward  to 
supply  every  bed  with  fresh  straw  on  some  appointed  day  in  every  fort- 
night, as  well  as  on  the  reception  of  each  patient,  and  with  more 
frequent  changes  whenever  required, 

3rdly,  There  appears  to  be  some  irregularity,  and  occasionally 
deficiency,  in  the  supply  of  gruel  to  the  lying-in  women.  Women  in 
their  confinement  should  have  an  ample  supply  of  such  nourishment. 

4thly.  We  would  strongly  enforce  the  necessity  of  having  an 
educated  midwife  in  charge  of  the  lying-in  wards  instead  of  the  present 
nurse-tender,  Catherine  Daly,  who  is  not  qualified  to  undertake  as 
much  of  the  duty  as  falls  to  her  share. 

5thly.  At  the  extremity  of  the  Lying-in  ward  is  a  small  ward  appro- 
priated to  patients  afler  surgical  operations;  and  although  there  is  a 
second  door  to  it,  the  ordinary  passage  is  through  the  Lyinn-in  ward. 
For  obvious  reasons,  the  connexion  between  these  wards  is  ob- 
jectionable. 

Day  Rooms. — (Ward  No.  52.) — This  is  the  original  day-room, 
which  had  been  occupied  by  nursing  mothers  with  their  children  under 
two  years  of  age,  from  the  opening  of  the  workhouse  in  May,  1840,  to 
the  24th  December,  1841,  with  the  exception  of  about  four  months 
spent  by  them  in  another  day-room.  The  number  of  nurses  in  this 
room  when  occupied  was  generally  about  30,  and  of  children  from  34 
to  37.  This  room  is  66  feet  7  inches  long,  by  14  feet  6  inches  wide, 
by  13  feet  8  inches  high,  and  contains  about  12,009  cubic  feet  of 
atmospheric  air,  or  about  180  cubic  feet  to  each  occupant.  The  house 
of  which  this  room  forms  a  part,  is  built  upon  sloping  ground  the 
floor  of  the  room  being  one  foot  below  the  level  of  the  yard  (A),  on 
the  higher  or  north  side,  and  10  inches  above  the  level  of  the  yard  (B), 
on  the  south  or  lower  side,  from  which  it  is  separated  by  the  able- 
bodied  women's  work-room  (C),  the  floor  of  which  is  six  inches  above 
the  level  of  the  yard  on  the  south  side. 
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The  room  had  been  without  a  fire  and  unoccupied  for  some  days 
before  our  visit— the  floor  and  walls  were  perfectly  free  from  damp. 

This  room  has  a  northern  aspect,  is  badly  hg-hted,  and  there  are  no 
means  of  affording  sufficient  ventilation  without  exposuig  the  inmates 
to  injurious  currents  of  air.  Another  circumstance  renders  this  room 
objectionable :  in  the  upper  part  of  the  wall  separatmg  it  from  the 
able-bodied  women's  work-room,  there  are  four  permanently  open 
ventilators,  measuring  3  feet  6  inches  by  3  feet.  The  work-room  was 
very  much  crowded,  and  according  to  accidental  circumstances  ot  the 
door  and  windows  being  shut  or  open,  portions  of  the  vitiated  atmo- 
sphere of  this  room  must^flow  through  the  ventilators  into  the  chddren  s 
day-room.  Any  communication  between  the  atmosphere  of  the 
women's  work-room  and  the  room  appropriated  to  the  nurses  and 
children  is  objectionable. 

For  the  reasons  specified  we  cannot  recommend  ward  52  as  a  day- 


room. 


On  the  opposite  side  of  the  yard,  and  with  a  southern  aspect,  is  the 
room  (now  converted  into  a  chapel)  which  had  been  occupied  by  the 
nurses  and  children  as  a  day-room  for  the  period  of  four  months 
already  alluded  to,  viz. : — from  February  to  June  last. 

The  floor  of  this  room  is  flagged,  and  is  slightly  raised  above  the 
level  of  the  ground  immediately  close  to  it,  but  it  is  four  inches  below 
the  level  of  the  old  day-room,  No.  52.  This  room  is  105  feet  8  inches 
long,  15  feet  3  inches  wide,  8  feet  2  inches  to  eaves,  and  12  feet  3 
inches  to  ridge  of  roof,  and  contains  16,260  cubic  feet  of  atmospheric 
air,  or  about  242^  cubic  feet  to  each  occupant. 

It  is  better  lighted  and  ventilated  than  ward  52,  but  a  flagged  floor 
is  occasionally  damp  on  the  surface.  The  building  is  only  one  story 
high,  and  lies  against  the  main  building  of  the  workhouse,  which  rises 
three  stories  over  it.  From  these  and  other  objections,  which  it  shares 
in  common  with  ward  No.  52,  we  do  not  recommend  it  as  a  day-room 
for  the  nurses  and  infant  children. 

Dormitories. — (^Ward  No.  50.) — Occupied  by  nursing  mothers  and 
their  cliildren  under  two  years  of  age,  from  the  opening  of  the  house 
to  6th  of  last  November,  runs  north  and  south,  and  is  two  feet  above 
the  ground  level  and  boarded.  It  has  14  windows,  12  of  them  5  feet 
7  inches  in  height,  by  3  feet  6  inches  in  width,  and  2  windows  3  feet 
6  inches  in  height,  by  2  feet  10  inches  wide  ;  sevon  of  them  with  the 
upper  sashes  opening  downwards,  and  four  of  them  provided  with 
ventilators  the  full  breadth  of  the  windows,  and  6  inches  wide;  there 
are  two  fire  places  and  one  door.  This  ward  is  62  feet  3  inches  long, 
20  feet  3  inches  wide,  and  12  feet  high.  It  contains  31  double  beds, 
with  lateral  inter-spaces  between  the  beds  of  about  6  inches.'  The 
number  of  nurses  sleeping  in  it  averaged  about  30,  with  as  many 
infants.  On  the  occasion  of  a  press  for  room  in  the  house,  46  women 
and  35  children  slept  in  this  room  for  two  nights. 

This  room  contains  15,126  cubic  feet  of  air,  and  supposing  it  to 
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accommodate  on  an  average  30  nurses  and  30  infants,  would  afford  fo 
each  individual  252  cubic  feet  of  air  undergoing  a  change  through 
ventilators,  windows,  and  fire-places. 

We  found  Ihe  bedding  of  this  ward  (reported  to  us  to  have  been  the 
same  used  by  the  nurses  and  children)  amply  sufficient  and  clean. 

In  November  the  children  were  removed  to  ward  No.  42,  where 
they  remained  for  about  five  weeks.  This  ward  is  two  stories  high, 
built  over  the  rooms  of  the  female  lunatics;  on  one  side  is  a  wing  of 
the  workhouse  13  feet  distant  from  it ;  and  on  the  other  side,  at  about 
a  distance  of  78  feet,  is  the  district  lunatic  asylum.  The  ward  itself  is 
76  feet  7  inches  long,  17  feet  9  inches  wide,  and  16  feet  11  inches  to 
ridge  of  roof  There  are  12  windows  3  feet  6  inches,  by  2  feet  6 
inches  wide,  and  one  fire-place. 

The  same  number  of  nurses  and  children  being  accommodated  in  it, 
this  ward  would  afford  to  each  individual  about  308  cubic  feet  of  air. 
In  respect  to  supply  of  air,  this  ward  is  superior  to  ward  "  50,"  but  its 
contiguity  to  the  lunatic  asylum,  its  being  lower  than  the  buildings 
on  both  sides  of  it,  and  its  distance  from  any  room  that  could  be  used 
as  a  day-room,  render  it,  in  our  opinion,  not  the  most  suitable  for  a 
dormitory  for  the  infants. 

On  the  24th  December  the  children  were  removed  from  this  ward 
(No.  42),  to  the  wards  appropriated  to  infirm  people,  where  they  re- 
mained for  only  four  nights.  It  is  only  necessary  to  notice  this  distri- 
bution of  infants  among  the  infirm  and  aged,  as  one  that  should  not 
be  repeated.  The  infants  were  removed  on  the  28th  December  to 
ward  No,  48,  which  they  now  occupy. 

Present  Dormitory. — {Ward  No.  48.) — This  ward  has  both  a  north- 
ern and  southern  aspect.  It  is  ia  the  highest  wing  and.  in  the  highest 
story  of  the  building,  being  39  feet  2  inches  to  eaves,  and  having  most 
free  and  open  circulation  of  air  on  both  sides.  It  has  14  windows, 
with  the  upper  sashes  coming  down,  the  lower  ledge  of  open  part  of 
window  being  9  feet  above  the  level  of  the  floor.  This  ward  is  in 
length  96  feet  10  inches,  in  breadth  19  feet  11  inches,  and  in  height 
12  feet  6  inches.  At  our  visit  it  contained  29  nurses  and  30  infant.s. 
There  is  a  separate  bed  allotted  to  each  nurse  with  her  infant.  There 
were  16  able-bodied  women  sleeping  in  it,  exclusive  of  the  nurses  in  the 
ward.  The  able-bodied  women  should  be  removed.  Supposing  this 
room  to  be  appropriated  solely  to  the  nurses  and  children,  and  the 
average  number  to  be  the  same,  viz.,  30  nurses  and  30  infants,  this 
room  measuring  24,065  cubic  feet  would  afford  to  each  individual 
401  cubic  feet  of  air.  The  ward  on  this  point  alone  has  great  advan- 
tage over  the  two  wards  we  have  previously  noticed,  independently  of 
its  enjoying  on  both  sides  a  most  free  circulation  of  air.  We  have, 
therefore,  no  hesitation  ia  expressing  our  decided  approbation  of  this 
ward  as  the  dormitory  for  the  infants. 

We  have  here  to  repeat  what  we  have  already  noticed,  with  regard 
to  the  necessity  of  some  certain  day  being  appointed  for  a  change  of 
straw  in  every  bed. 

It  may  be  well  to  give  at  one  view  the  space  allowed  to  each  indi- 
vidual in  these  Dormitories: — 


• 
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The  allowance  to  each  individual  is — 

In  the  Lying-in  Ward,  No.  61     .     .    780  cubic  feet. 
Tn  Dormitory    ...        50    .     .    252       , , 
...        42    .     .  308. 
...        48    .     .  401 
In  Soldiers'  Sleepiiig'-rooms  at  Royal 
Barracks,  containing  accoutrements, 
clothes,  arms,  tables,  forms,  &c.      .    378        , , 

In  more  modern  barracks  somewhat  more  room  is  allowed. 
The  temperature  of  several  of  the  dormitories  was  taken  at  12  o'clock 
at  night,  on  the  4th  January. 

Closet      .     .     .     .    40  .  .  55°  Fahrenheit. 

Ward  40  .  .  55 

Hospital  Wards      No.  63  .  .  54        , , 

, ,  64  .  .  52        , , 


65  &  66    .     .  55 


9  > 


Suggestions.— The  ward  No.  48  is  at  present  occupied  by  the  infants 
and  nurses  both  as  a  day-room  and  dormitory,  an  arrangement  which 
is  not  conducive  to  health  or  cleanliness.  One  of  the  most  necessary 
means  of  preserving  health  in  both  old  and  young  is  by  allowing  a  free 
and  unobstructed  circulation  of  air  through  their  sleeping-room  for 
several  hours  every  day.  To  insure  this,  the  nurses  when  sent  out  of 
the  dormitory  in  the  morning,  ought  not  to  be  allowed  again  to  enter 
it  before  retiring  for  the  night;  and  as  some  of  the  infants  require 
to  sleep  during  the  day,  a  bed  with  a  screen  may  be  appro- 
priated for  them  in  the  day-room,  or  what  would  be  i)referable,  the 
small  room  connected  with  the  proposed  day-room  would  afford  this 
accommodatinii. 

There  may  be  some  difficulty  in  selecting  a  fitting  day-room  for  the 
infants,  more  especially  as  we  cannot,  for  reasons  already  specified, 
recommend  either  of  the  rooms  heretofore  occupied  for  this  purpose  ; 
they  are  at  too  great  a  rlislance  from  the  present  dormitory  ;  and  in 
the  morning  and  evening  transit  to  either  of  those  day-rooms  the  in- 
fants must  he  occasionally  exposed  to  cold  and  wet.  We  would  beg 
leave  to  suggest  that  ward  No.  43,  directly  under  48,  and  nearly  equal 
in  size,  should  be  approi)riated  for  that  purpose.  This  room  is  well 
lighted,  and  possesses  considerable  elevation,  the  advantage  of  a  double 
row  of  windows,  and  a  southern  aspect. 

Tlie  small  rooms  at  the  end  of  both  dormitory  and  proposed  day- 
room  are  useful  appendages  tlirough  which  a  communication  may  be 
opened  between  the  wards,  and  they  can  also  be  made  useful  in  facili- 
tating tlie  adoption  of  arrangements  for  insuring  cleaidiuess. 

Under  the  proposed  arrangement,  the  infant  dei)artment  would  be 
self-contained,  and  the  daily  changes  of  the  infants  from  the  one  to  the 
other  ward  unattended  by  risk  of  exposure  to  rain  or  cold.  Should  any 
insurmonniable  objection  exist  to  this  arrangement,  we  would  then 
propose  ward  54  to  be  substituted  for  ward  53,  but  the  greater  dimen- 
sions of  the  former  render  it  preferable. 

Ucallh  of  Niirses. -—Tha  nurses  appeared  in  good  health,  ultliough 
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deficient  in  their  capabilities  as  wet-nurses.  Three  of  them  were  in 
hospital,  one  for  an  affection  of  the  lungs,  the  second  for  hernia,  and 
the  third  for  a  slight  febrile  affection. 

Food. — As  the  children  up  to  two  years  of  age  are  all  at  their 
mothers'  breasts,  the  dietary  of  the  nurse  attracted  our  attention  equally 
with  that  of  the  infants. 

Each  nurse  is  supplied  with  two  meals  daily  ;  breakfast  at  10,  and 
dinner  at  4,  the  former  consisting  of  2ilbs.  of  thick  stirabout,  and  a 
pint  of  sweet  milk;  the  latter  of  Sjlbs.  of  potatoes,  and  a  pint  of 
buttermilk.  We  examined  the  milk,  potatoes,  and  stirabout,  and  they 
appeared  of  excellent  quality.  A  few  of  the  nurses  are  allowed  bread 
and  milk  under  medical  direction,  and  they  get  a  pint  of  soup  at  dinner 
every  Monday  and  Thursday.  These  meals  are  taken  in  the  common 
dining-hall,  after  the  other  occupants  have  dined,  the  children  in  the 
mean  time  being  left  in  charge  of  some  of  the  able-bodied  females.  No 
nurse  is  allowed  to  carry  away  with  her  from  the  dining-hall  any  por- 
tion of  her  food.  From  5  p.m.  to  10  a.m.  is  too  long  a  period  for  wet- 
nurses  to  be  without  food,  and  we  are  of  opinion  that  giving  an  evening 
meal  of  milk-gruel  about  9  o'clock  p.m.  is  necessary  to  the  health  of 
mother  and  child  ;  or,  what  might  be  a  better  arrangement,  the  nurses 
to  have  their  morning  meal  at  half-past  8  or  9,  their  mid-day  meal  at 
2  P.M,  and  their  evening  meal  at  8  or  9  p.m.,,  instead  of  the  present 
hours.  This  arrangement,  independently  of  its  promoting  a  better 
supply  of  parent's  milk  for  the  infant,  would  secure  the  bread  and  milk 
given  out  for  the  children  being  devoted  to  their  own  use. 

Children. — The  children  up  to  two  years  of  age  are  not  separated 
from  their  mothers.  We  first  examined  the  28  children  in  the  day- 
room  ;  they  were  generally  pale,  with  a  soft  flaccid  state  of  the  limbs, 
and  the  majority  attenuated.  A  few,  however,  were  comparatively 
more  thriving,  and  more  particularly  two  out  of  the  five  shown  to  us  as 
having  been  born  in  the  workhouse  (one  of  seven,  the  other  of  eight 
months  old).  Five  of  the  children  had  slight  enlargement  of  the 
glands  of  the  neck ;  the  majority  had  been  ailing,  and  in  hospital  once 
or  twice  since  their  admission.  Of  the  23  who  came  into  the  work- 
house, the  mothers  state  that  15  were  in  good  health  on  their  admis- 
sion, that  the  other  eight  were  labouring  under  disease,  and  two  of 
them  stated  that  their  children  had  improved  since  admission.  Of  42 
children  in  the  workhouse  under  two  years  of  age,  on  our  visit,  14  were 
in  hospital,  six  labouring  under  affections  of  the  chest,  some  of  them 
phthisical,  two  had  diarrhoea,  and  two  had  hooping-cough  ;  one  was 
suffering  under  disease  of  the  brain,  one  had  had  slight  opthalmia, 
one  tabes  raesenterica,  and  one  had  a  slight  febrile  attack. 

The  hospital  arrangements  for  the  children  are  defective.  The 
children  labouring  under  contagious  disease  are  not  separated  fiom 
other  children  who  may  happen  to  be  in  hospital  at  the  same  time. 
Some  cases  illustr;ilive  of  the  inconvenience  resulting  from  this  came 
under  our  observation.  This  is  a  defect  requiring  to  be  remedied. 
Should  severe  epidemics  make  their  appearance,  it  will  be  difficult  to 
prevent  them  from  spreading  through  adults  as  well  as  children.  The 
immediate  insulation  of  a  contagious  disease,  on  its  appearance  among 
infants,  is  peculiarly  necessary,  from  the  greater  mortality  occurring  in 
the  early  periods  of  life. 
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Morbility  and  Mortality  of  Children  under  two  years  of  age. — We 
found  it  impossible  to  arrive  at  satisfactory  conclusions  as  to  the  actual 
amount  of  sickness  that  had  occurred  in  the  house;  the  want  of  sepa- 
rate wards  for  the  children,  and  the  difficulties  necessarily  attendant 
on  the  opening  and  formation  of  so  large  an  establishment,  tojrether 
with  the  hospital-books  returning  frequently  the  names  of  both  nurse  and 
child,  where  only  one  of  them  was  under  treatment,  prevented  our  getting 
precise  information  on  the  amount  of  morbility  that  actually  occurred 
among  the  children.  We  give,  however,  the  following  hospital  Report 
furnished  to  us,  for  twelve  months,  commencing  May,  IS^O,  the  only 
period  for  which  we  could  obtain  a  return  : — 


Hooping  Cough        .       .  .16 
complicated  with  Pneu- 
monia .       •       .       .  .6 
Consumption    .        .        .  .3 
Pneumonia  and  Consumption      .  2 
Pemphigus      .        .        .  .  1 
, ,        and  Consumption  .  1 
Convulsions     .        .        .  •  1 
Small  Pox        .        .        .  .1 
Bronchitis       .        •        .  .11 
Pneumonia       .        .        .  .6 
, ,        complicated  with  Con- 
sumption      .        .        .  .  1 
Diarrhoea         .        o       .  .3 
Consumption    •        .        •  .8 
Measles  .       .       •       .  •  1 
, ,      with  Convulsions    .  .  1 
Scarlatina        .        .        •  .9 
Itch        .        •        •        •  •  1 
Pemphigus  Gangrenosus    .  .  1 


Herpes    •  . 

.  1 

Teething .        .  . 

.  3 

Scrofula  .        •  • 

.  1 

Small  Pox        .  . 

.  3 

Chicken  Pock  .  . 

.  3 

Ophthalmia     .  • 

.  10 

Hydrocephalus. 

.  6 

, ,          with  Consumption  2 

Remittent  Fever 

.  4 

Marasmus  . 

.  2 

Abscess  . 

.  1 

Convulsions      .  . 

.  5 

Febricula.        .  . 

.  1 

Worms 

.  1 

Diarrhoea.  . 

.  8 

Colic 

.  3 

Diseases  not  specified 

.  30 

157 

The  tables  of  mortality  have,  however,  been  accurately  kept,  and  the 
following  is  the  report  handed  to  us  : — 

Total  admissions  from  opening  of  House,  11th 

May,  1840,  to  1st  January,  1842    ....  275 

Discharged   129 

Died  98 

Remaining  in  House  48 


which  makes  the  proportion  of  those  admitted,  that  died  in  the 
workhouse,  35f  per  cent. 

It  is  difficult  to  form  a  perfectly  accurate  estimate  whether  this  mor- 
tality is  above  or  below  the  mean  mortality  of  children  under  exactly 
similar  circumstances ;  for  with  the  exception  of  the  Report  of  tho 
South  Dublin  Union  Workhouse,  we  are  not  in  possession  of  returns 
from  any  similar  institution,  where  a  constantly  changing  population 
under  two  years  of  age,  the  duration  of  residence  varying  from  one  day 
up  to  19  months,  forms  an  element  of  the  question  ;  and  the  difficulty  is 
still  further  increased  by  the  Workhouse  Reports  not  furnishing  a  state- 
ment of  the  health  of  the  children  on  admission.  To  afford  all  the 
means  in  our  power  of  coming  to  a  conclusion  on  the  amount  of  mor- 
tality in  the  North  Dublin  Union  Workhouse,  we  subjoin  the  following 
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data  and  calculations,  derived  from  various  sources,  of  the  mortality  of 
children  under  two  years  of  age. 

By  the  Report  of  the  South  Dublin  Union  Workhouse,  from  its 
opening  in  April,  1840,  to  the  present  January,  1842,  it  appears  that 
there  were — 

Admitted  208 

Discharged  86 

Died  74 

Remaining  in  the  house     ...  48 

which  gives  a  mortality  of  35^  per  cent,  on  the  admissions. 

The  Registrar-General's  Reports  for  England  have  not  yet  extended 
over  a  sufficient  period  to  enable  us  to  draw  any  accurate  conclusion 
from  them. 

The  last  census  for  Ireland  is  not  sufficiently  advanced  to  afford  us 
the  necessary  information.  The  Commissioners  have,  however,  handed 
to  us  the  only  Returns  made  out,  viz  :  from  Drogheda  and  Tullamore, 
giving  the  ratio  of  deaths  in  relation,  not  to  the  births,  but  to  the  exist- 
fng  population,  under  two  years  of  age,  for  an  average  of  five  years; 
their  Return  gives  a  mortality — 

In  Drogheda  of  26  per  cent. 
In  Tullamore  of  28  per  cent. 

M'Culloch,  in  his  mortality  Tables,  gives  the  following  as  the  mortality 
of  infant  lile  in  ihe  cities  of  London,  Vienna,  and  Berlin.  Of  1000 
children  born  at  the  same  period  in  those  cities,  there  will  be  alive  at 
the  end  of  two  years  in 

London,  548  ;  Vienna,  471  ;  Berlin,  528  ; 

giving  48  per  cent,  as  the  mortality  of  children  under  two  years  of  age 
in  those  three  great  cities.  .,  ,     ,       ,  c 

With  the  view  ol^  ascertaining  as  nearly  us  possible  the  rale  ot  mor- 
tality amono-  the  children  under  two  years  of  age  in  the  poorest  classes 
of  our  own'couutrv,  we  questioned  the  married  women  ol  the  work- 
house as  to  the  total  number  of  their  children,  and  the  proportion  that 
died  under  two  years  of  age,  before  their  admission  into  the  workhouse ; 
we  had  the  same  inquiries  made  of  llie  women  who  happened  to  be  m 
the  Ivina-in  hospital,  and  of  the  women  in  the  mendicity     Our  exami- 
nation included  from  200  to  300  women.    Of  1000  children  born,  340 
,lied  within  two  years,  being  a  mortality  of  34  per  cent     In  Sweden 
the  mortality  of  children  under  two  years  of  age,  including  all  ckmes 
or  society,  is  25.V  l^er  cent. ;  in  France  321  per  cent.    The  mortality  of 
children  varies  much  in  the  difPerent  classes  of  society,  being  far  greater 
among  the  poor  than  the  rich,  the  want  of  food  and  of  the  necessary 
comforts  having  a  serious  effect  in  destroying  nifant  lite.  The  mortality 
of  the  children  sent  from  the  Foundling  Hospital  of  Vienna  to  be  nursed 
i„  (he  surrounding  country  has  been  found  to  fluctuate  according  o 
the  plenty  or  scai-citv  of  the  current  season.    In  Paris  the  mortality 
mion-  the  chiUlren'of  the  arroudissements  inhabited  by  the  poorer 
classes  is,  at  the  lowest  calculation,  twice  the  mortality  occurrn.g  ...  the 
Sondisseme..ts  inhabited  by  the  wealthier  classes     The  same  ha 
been  observed  throughout  France  i  in  the  poorer  departments  one-iourth 
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of  the  children  die  within  the  first  year,  in  the  richer  departments  only 
the  same  number  die  within  five  years. 

But  the  mortality  still  increases  in  deserted  children,  who,  with  their 
other  deprivations,  suffer  the  loss  of  the  mother's  care.  The  reports  of 
the  Foundlinf?  Hospital  of  Dublin  are  before  us  for  34  years  (its  im- 
proved period),  including  from  1798  to  1831.  Of  51,527  children 
received  into  the  house  there  died  in  the  interval  before  being  sent  to 
nurse  12,153,  being  a  ratio  of  23  per  cent.  700  were  returned  to  their 
parents,  and  of  the  remaining  38,674  sent  to  nurse  in  the  country, 
there  died  under  two  years  of  age  15,252,  being  a  mortality  of  39^  per 
cent,  on  the  children  sent  to  nurse,  the  average  annual  mortality  on  the 
total  number  for  the  period  of  34  years  being  53  8-lOths  per  cent. 

The  records  of  foreign  foundling  hospitals,  with  very  few  exceptions, 
exhibit  a  much  higher  rate  of  mortality  than  even  this. 

The  Police  Commissioners  have  placed  in  our  hands  the  returns  of 
deserted  children  found  by  the  police  in  the  city  of  Dublin  from  the 
establishment  of  the  force  in  1838  to  the  present  time.  In  three  of  the 
divisions  the  average  time  which  the  children  remained  in  charge  of 
the  police  being  four  days,  is  too  short  to  permit  us  to  draw  any  con- 
clusion from  their  tables,  and  as  the  returns  of  the  fourth  division  do 
not  specify  the  time  the  children  remained  in  their  charge,  we  are  also 
precluded  from  using  them.  The  table  of  D  Division  gives  us,  how- 
ever, very  full  information. 

The  number  of  deserted  children  found  in  this  division,  from 
January,  1838,  to  January,  1842,  amounted  to  75,  who  varied  in  age 
from  one  day  to  21  months,  with  the  exception  of  one  child,  aged  2f 
years  ;  of  the  whole  number,  34  were  reported  healthy.  The  children 
were,  on  an  average,  about  five  months  supported  at  nurse,  out  of  the 
Police  Fund.    Of  the  75,  42  are  dead,  being  a  mortality  of  56  per  cent. 

We  have  applied  to  all  the  parishes  of  Dublin  for  returns  of  the 
deserted  children,  the  number  received  and  sent  to  nurse,  the  number 
that  died  each  year,  &c.  Tn  some  of  the  parishes  the  books  are  either 
so  badly  kept  as  to  be  useless,  or  there  are  no  books  at  all.  The  reply 
sent  us,  in  one  instance,  was,  that  "  the  overseers  do  not  keep  either  a 
record  of  their  proceedings,  or  a  registry  of  the  children  under  their 
care.  They  trust  to  memory  for  the  number  and  names  of  children 
placed  at  nurse,  &c."  Similar  answers  have  been  received  from  others. 
The  following  are  the  parochial  returns  we  have  succeeded  in  obtaining 
of  the  mortality  of  deserted  children  under  two  years  of  age  : — 


St.  Catherine's  Parish. 

St.  George's. 

Year. 

Found. 

Died. 

1832 

4 

Year. 

Found. 

Died. 

1833 

2 

183G 

8 

4 

1834 

4 

1837 

8 

5 

1835 

1 

1838 

1 

2 

1836 

2 

18.39 

2 

2 

1837 

1 

1 

1840 

7 

8 

1838 

2 

2 

1841 

3 

1 

1839 

2 

\ 

1840 

G 

3 

29 

22 

1841 

(> 

3 

Mortality,       per  cent. 

30 

10 

Moitality,  30  per  cent. 
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Si.  Mary's. 


Ye^r. 

Found. 

Died. 

1834 

22 

12 

1  ooo 

1  fi 

1  J. 

1836 

19 

14 

1837 

23 

6 

1838 

21 

8 

1839 

30 

13 

1840 

7 

8 

1841 

8 

8 

148 

83 

Mortalit}',  56J  per  cent. 


St.  Peter's  Parish. 


St.  Mark's. 


Van*- 

X  car* 

X  \J  LliJUa 

Died. 

1836 

14 

0 

100/ 

9 

1 

1838 

5 

3 

1839 

10 

fi 

1840 

5 

3 

1841 

3 

I 

39 

20 

Year. 

Found. 

Died. 

1831 

5 

1832 

16 

4 

1833 

9 

9 

1834 

32 

8 

1835 

25 

14 

1836 

20 

17 

1837 

24 

13 

1838 

19 

13 

1839 

17 

8 

1840 

20 

8 

1841 

20 

9 

207 

103 

Mortality,  51^  per  cent. 

St.  MichaeVs. 

Found. 
5 


Died. 
3 


Mortality,  49^  per  cent. 


Mortality,  60  per  cent. 

St.  MicliavLS. 

No  Assessment. 
Deserted  children  given  in  charge  io 
a  woman  in  Hammond-lanc,  until  got 
into  workhouse,  three  out  of  four  died  in 
her  charge. 

Mortality,  75  per  cent. 

St.  Nicholas  TVithin. 

Year.         Found.  Died. 
Since  1834  4  3 

Mortality,  75  per  cent. 

Ventilation. — We  consider  the  modes  of  ventilation  at  present  in  use 
in  all  the  rooms  appropriated  to  the  children  defective. 

To  render  ventilation  efficient  there  should  be,  first,  abundant  space; 
second,  the  air  should  be  ever  changing  ;  and  third,  the  room  should 
be  as  free  as  possible  from  draughts.  To  secure  the  first  we  have  re- 
commended the  exclusive  appropriation  of  the  large  vv^ards.  No.  48  as 
a  dormitory,  and  43  as  a  day-room.  Although  convinced  of  the  advan- 
tages derivable  from  the  number  of  occupants  being  strictly  apportioned 
to  the  size  of  the  chamber,  yet  as  a  favourable  opportunity  existed  of 
testing  the  accuracy  of  the  principle,  vpe  visited  ttie  Hibernian  School 
in  the  Phoenix  Park,  and  obtained  its  medical  statistics  for  several  years 
from  Dr.  Elkington. 

These  returns  give  for  the  years  1828, 1829,  and  1830,  the  proportion 
of  262  per  cent,  as  having  passed  through  hospital,  when  the  number 
of  pupils  amounted  to  600,  its  full  complement,  while  only  187  per  cent, 
passed  through  hospital  in  the  years  1832,  1833,  and  1834,  when  the 
number  of  inmates,  by  a  reduction  of  the  establishment,  was  diminished 
to  about  one-half. 

The  decrease  of  deaths  of  the  infants  of  the  Dublin  Lying-in  Hos- 
pital from  1  in  6  to  1  in  20  that  followed  the  diminution  of  the  number 
of  occupants  in  the  wards,  and  introduction  of  improved  ventilation, 
effected  by  the  late  Doctor  Joseph  Clarke,  confirm  the  advantages  of 
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ventilation  and  the  necessity  of  not  pei  mittiiig-  the  number  of  occupants 
ill  the  infants'  room  of  the  workhouse  to  exceed  that  at  present  accom- 
modated. But  no  matter  how  large  the  chamber,  or  what  number  of 
cubic  feet  of  air  each  person  is  allowed,  unless  its  continual  change  be 
provided  for,  the  air  must  become  vitiated  and  injurious  to  health. 
Arrangements  must  therefore  be  made  for  securing  a  constant  change 
or  circulation  of  lair,  where  so  many  individuals  occupy  the  same 
chamber. 

The  ventilation  at  present  is  dependent  on  windows,  doors,  and 
chimneys,  but  as  Dr.  Birkbeck  has  very  properly  observed,  "  doors  are 
for  passages,  windows  are  for  light,  and  there  should  be  apertures  for 
ventilation."  The  windows  constitute  an  excellent  means  of  ventilation 
when  the  occupants  are  out  of  the  wards,  and  should  then  all  be  kept 
open;  but  the  worst  means  when  the  occupants  are  within  the  wards, 
as  in  the  latter  case  it  is  impossible  to  prevent  the  inmates  shutting 
them,  and  if  left  open,  particularly  unprotected  as  they  generally  are  by 
any  contrivance  calculated  to  direct  the  currents  from  those  within,  it 
is  doubtful  whether  they  do  not  produce  a  greater  degree  of  mischief 
than  of  good.  The  supply  of  so  vital  a  necessary  to  human  life  as  air, 
should  be  so  provided  for  as  to  render  it  impossible  that  it  could  be 
interrupted  by  any  accidental  interference,  whilst  its  introduction  should 
be  so  regulated  as  to  guard  against  converting  one  of  the  prime  neces- 
saries of  life  into  an  active  cause  of  disease. 

Pending  the  institution  of  a  more  comprehensive  system  of  ventila- 
tion, we  would  recommend  provision  to^e  made  for  securing  the  supply 
and  escape  of  360  feet  of  air  per  minute  in  each  of  the  infant  wards. 
The  arrangements  for  effecting  this  should  be  independent  of  windows 
and  doors,  which  may  thus  be  kept  closed  when  the  rooms  are  occupied. 

The  simplest  and  safest  expedient  for  effecting  this  object  will  be  the 
leading  up  several  fnnnels  or  air-tubes  from  different  parts  of  the  ceil- 
ing in  each  ward,  to  communicate  with  the  external  atmosphere,  either 
by  opening  into  the  space  between  the  upper  ceiling  and  the  roof,  from 
which  the  impure  air  can  be  discharged  through  Loiivred  windows,  or 
these  tubes  may  open  directly  through  the  roof  itself,  terminating  with 
a  cap,  to  prevent  down  draughts.  This  object  will  be  further  accom- 
plished, and  the  portion  of  air  next  the  ceiling,  which  is  usually  the 
most  impure,  will  be  drawn  into  the  tubes  in  horizontal  currents,  by 
placing  at  a  few  inches  from  the  mouth  of  the  air-tube  within  the  room, 
a  circular  disc,  spreading  some  distance  beyond  the  aperture.  Having 
provided  for  the  exit  of  the  vitiated  air,  some  modification  of  the  follow- 
ing plan  should  be  adopted,  in  order  to  afford  an  equal  supply  of  pure 
air.  Several  openings  may  be  made  through  the  sides  of  the  wards  at 
different  points,  on  a  level  with  the  floor,  over  which  perforated  zinc 
plates  should  be  secured,  to  regulate  the  admission  of  the  air;  the 
amount  of  air  to  be  admitted  through  them  being  equivalent  to  that 
which  escapes. 

We  would  recommend  the  zinc  plates  to  be  perforated  with  holes  of 
not  more  than  one-eighth  of  an  incli  in  diameter,  and  alunit  one  inch 
asunder.  The  air  passing  through  will  then  enter  the  room  in  streams 
so  fine  and  so  far  asunder  from  one  another,  that  it  will  almost  imme- 
diately, by  its  intimate  mixture  with  the  internal  air,  acquire  a  mean 
temperature. 

2  B  2 


360 


Treatment,  ^c,  of  Infant  Children.       [8th  Eep. 


Each  ventilator  may  be  a  cast  metal  funnel  let  into  the  wall,  slightly 
curved  to  prevent  the  lodgment  of  rain,  with  the  wider  or  inner  end 
one  foot  square,  covered  with  the  zinc  plate  perforated  as  described, 
and  the  outer  or  smaller  end  diminishing  to  an  opening  of  two  inches 
square.  ' 

Food  for  Infants. — Each  nurse  receives  for  the  daily  use  of  her 
child  three-quarters  of  a  pound  of  bread,  and  half  a  pint  of  milk,  both 
of  excellent  quality. 

We  are  of  opinion  that  for  very  young  infants  a.  less  solid  food  than 
bread  and  milk  would  answer  better,  such  as  barley  or  groat  gruel, 
carefully  made  and  fresh,  with  a  greater  or  less  proportion  of  milk, 
according  to  their  ages.  Under  the  most  favourable  circumstances, 
the  practice  of  mothers  continuing  children  at  their  breasts  after  the 
first  year  is  questionable  ;  but  under  the  circumstances  in  which 
mothers  in  a  workhouse  are  generally  placed,  we  look  upon  the  practice 
as  highly  injurious,  and  one  on  which  the  prejudices  of  the  parent, 
however  strong,  should  yield.  We  doubt  not  therefore  that  taking  the 
children  from  their  mother's  breast  at  a  year  old  at  furthest,  and  at  a 
more  early  period  where  a  necessity  is  indicated,  would  tend  con- 
siderably towards  securing  good  constitutional  health  in  children  at 
this  period. 

As  a  further  means  of  effecting  this  object,  and  preventing  the  occur- 
rence of  disease,  an  extra  allowance  of  milk,  animal  soups,  or,  at  a 
more  advanced  age,  even  a  small  quantity  of  animal  food  should  be 
allowed  to  those  children  who  are  not  thriving,  although  not  fit  subjects 
for  hospital. 

-  -  Clothing. — Each  infant  is  provided  with  a  calico  shift,  a  flannel 
waistcoat,  a  hnsey  petticoat,  and  a  check  calico  frock,  and  shoes;  some 
of  them  also  had  socks  and  calico  pinafores.  The  material  of  which 
the  clothes  are  made  is  excellent,  but  the  arms  and  chest  are  too  much 
exposed  ;  it  would  be  conducive  to  the  children's  health  to  have  sleeves 
added  to  their  present  dresses,  and  to  have  them  altered  in  conformity 
with  those  of  the  children  from  two  to  five  years  of  age  at  present  in 
the  workhouse.  The  clothing  of  the  children  generally  is  in  a  more 
cleanly  state  than  is  usual  with  children  in  similar  walks  of  life  in  their 
own  homes;  but  still  not  as  cleanly  in  many  particulars  as  it  might  be. 
No  provision  exists  for  guarding  the  infant  from  cold  on  going  up  and 
down  stairs  from  one  part  to  another  of  the  building,  or  even  on  going 
into  the  yards  ;  but  we  were  informed  that  when  the  nurses  and  children 
were  occasionally  brought  out  to  the  garden,  they  have  lately  been 
allowed  to  wear  their  blankets  for  this  purpose. 

The  nurses  ought  each  to  be  furnished,  in  addition  to  their  present 
dress,  with  about  two  yards  of  wide  drugget  or  baize,  which  they  can 
wrap  round  their  children  and  themselves  on  their  being  exposed  to 
changes  of  temperature  :  a  precaution  quite  as  necessary  to  preserve 
the  health  of  the  nursing  mother  as  the  infant,  and  one  which  will 
deprive  her  of  the  only  excuse  she  at  present  has  for  not  being  in  the 
open  air  as  much  as  her  own  and  her  child's  health  require. 

Ablution. — The  prejudice  of  the  mothers  against  the  use  of  the  bath 
for  their  infants  was  such  that  we  were  informed  they  had  rebelled  <?« 
masse  against  its  employment ;  iu  fact,  we  found  but  one  out  of  the  30 
who  gave  her  child  the  advantage  of  this  adjunct  to  health— most  of 
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the  others  rested  satisfied  with  washing  the  face,  some  the  limbs,  and  a 
few  the  hands  and  arms  of  their  infants,  but  none  of  ihem  washed  the 
whole  body.  The  health  of  the  child  depends  so  much  on  the  proper 
performance  of  the  functions  of  the  skin,  which  can  only  be  secured  in 
infancy  by  the  daily  use  of  the  bath,  that  this  prejudice  should  be  im- 
mediately  overcome,  and  a  regular  and  safe  system  of  ablution  intro- 
duced and  persisted  in ;  these  observations  would  apply  with  equal 
iustice  to  mothers  and  children.  ,  ^  ,  , 

The  superintendent  immediately  in  charge  of  the  nursery  and  re- 
sponsible to  the  matron,  is  one  of  the  paupers  themselves;  she  pos- 
sesses no  influence  to  enforce  attention  to  the  rules.  There  is  a  want 
of  a  fittino-  person  to  be  placed  over  the  nursery  department,  whose 
superior  station  and  decision  would  give  her  sufficient  weight  and  in- 
fluence to  introduce  better  habits  in  the  nursery  in  this  as  well  as  in 

other  particulars.  ^    u       a:  •  t 

Exercise  in  the  open  mV.— There  does  not  seem  to  be  sufficient 
strictness  in  enforcing  the  rules  upon  this  subject,  yet  upon  their 
observance  depends  very  much  of  the  health  of  both  nurse  and  child. 
AVe  were  informed  that  in  this  matter  the  nurses  were  most  intractable, 
many  of  them  remaining  with  their  children  confined  to  the  wards  for 
weeks  despite  the  repeated  solicitations  of  those  placed  in  charge  ot 
them.  Exercise  in  the  open  air,  however,  is  so  vitally  essential  to 
parent  and  infant  that  it  should  not  be  left  optional.  In  fact  there  should 
be  an  established  order  for  the  day  rooms  to  be  vacated,  and,  if  neces- 
sary locked  for  several  hours  in  each  day  throughout  the  summer, 
and  for  at  least  two  hours  every  day,  the  weather  at  all  permitting  it, 
in  winter  The  garden,  as  being  more  open  to  fresh  air  and  light,  is 
much  better  adapted  as  a  place  for  exercise  than  the  courts.  In  summer, 
benches  ought  to  be  placed  in  it.  In  winter  it  is  safer  not  to  have 
seats  as  the  more  the  nurses  move  about  whilst  in  the  open  air  the 
better,  but  a  shed  should  be  erected  in  the  garden  to  afford  them 
shelter  when  required;  and  in  order  to  correct  their  indolent  and 
sedentary  hfe,  some  light  occupation  ought  to  be  imposed  on  them. 
"We  have  the  honour  to  remain, 

Gentlemen,  your  obedient  servants, 

EvoRY  Kennedy,  M. D.E.,  &  T.C.D.,    D.  J .  Corrigan,  M.D. 

_  ,.  11       p Di..,o;„;„n<!  H'p  lito         Phvsician  to  the  Hardwick  Fever  and  Wliil- 

Fellow  of  l.e  CoUeRe  of  P^'y^^'ans.  S.c  lAte  ny  Lect.>rer  on  the  Theory  and 

Master  of  the  Dublin  Lying  m  Hospital,  &c.  ^o^^^.^^  ^^I  ^^^^^^^.^^     ^j^^  ^^^^^^  g^,^^^^^ 

Medicine,  &c.,  &c. 

To 

The  Poor  Law  Commissioners. 

Note— The  Minutes  of  Evidence  taken  in  the  Inquiry  having 
been  already  presented  to  Parliament  and  published,  it  is  not  con- 
sidered necessary  to  reprint  them  here.  The  following  Papers  were 
appended  thereto,  and  are  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  Reports :— 


362 


Treatment,  8fc.,  of  Infant  Children.        [8t.h  Rep. 


V. — Documents  appended  to  the  foregoing  Reports. 

No.  1. — Extract  from  a  Letter  from  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  to 
the  Clerk  of  the  North  Dublin  Union. 

Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin, 
Sir,  31*^  March,  1840. 

The  Poor  Law  Commissioners  having,  by  their  Order  under  Seal 
bearing  date  the  23rd  instant,  declared  the  House  of  Industry  of  Dublin, 
the  workhouse  of  the  North  Dublin  Union,  fit  for  the  reception  of  destitute 
poor,  wish  to  direct  the  Guardians'  attention  to  certain  points  requiring 
their  especial  consideration  in  administering  the  relief  provided  by  law.  .  . 

Great  caution  will  be  necessary  at  the  outset  in  granting  admissions  to 
the  workhouse,  even  to  those  poor  persons  of  whose  destitution  the  Guar- 
dians entertain  no  doubt ;  for  a  large  influx  at  first,  before  due  preparation 
has  been  made,  and  before  the  Union  functionaries  have  been  properly 
trained  and  prepared,  might  not  only  cause  much  suffering,  but  also  bring 
discredit  on  the  workhouse  system  of  relief. 

The  number  of  admissions  should  therefore  be  regulated  according  to  the 
means  of  accommodation  actually  existing  in  the  workhouse,  and  all  the 
inmates  should  be  duly  classified,  clothed,  and  provisioned,  in  accordance 
with  the  workhouse  regulations ;  for  unless  the  organization  of  the  esta- 
blishment be  strictly  enforced  in  every  department,  as  prescribed  by  the 
regulations,  the  workhouse  will  not  be  effective  as  a  medium  of  relief  or  as 
a  test  of  destitution.    Too  much  care  cannot  be  given  to  this  subject,  and 

more  especially  at  the  outset  

By  order  of  the  Board, 
To  W.  Stanley,  Assistant  Secretary. 

The  Clerk  of  the  North  Dublin  Union. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  to  the 
CLERii  of  the  North  Dublin  Union. 

Poor  Law  Commission  Office,  Dublin, 
Sir,  I9th  May,  1840. 

As  the  Guardians  of  the  North  Dublin  Union  are  now  rapidly  pro- 
ceeding with  the  admission  of  destitute  poor  persons  into  the  workhouse, 
the  Poor  Law  Commissioners  are  desirous  of  directing  their  immediate 
and  careful  attention  to  certain  points,  on  whichthe  future  well-working  of 
the  Union  will  mainly  depend. 

The  Commissioners  consider  it  of  great  importance  that  the  Guardians 
should  select  for  admission  from  among  the  numerous  applicants  for  relief, 
only  such  a  moderate  number  at  any  one  sitting  of  the  Board  as  can  be  con- 
niently  cleaned,  classified,  placed  in  their  proper  wards,  and  registered  in 
course  of  that  and  the  following  day.  And  the  Commissioners  are  of 
opinion  that  it  would  tend  materially  to  the  efficiency  of  the  workhouse,  if, 
previously  to  the  admission'  of  paupers  on  any  day  fixed  for  that  purpose, 
the  Board  of  Guardians  were  to  receive  from  their  Visiting  Committee  a 
report  as  to  the  condition  of  the  paupers  already  in  the  house,  stating 
whether  they  had  all  been  disposed  of  in  accordance  with  the  regulations. 

The  Guardians  are  aware  Nhat  all  the  officers  of  the  workhouse,  are 
bound  to  observe  and  enforce  the  regulations  in  every  particular;  Ibis  can 
be  readily  done  if  no  undue  pressure  is  brought  upon  them  by  the  admission 
of  the  paupers  in  large  numbers  at  a  time  ;  but  if  the  paupers  are  admitted 
in  immanageable  numbers,  and  without  due  precaution,  great  evil  must 
ensue. 
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of  incapacity ;  or  an  apparent  "'"y^'y;*^^^,^  =  ;°^„Ved :  the  Registry  »iU 
servants  more  numerous  than  »»'''° J'';  »' incorrectly  entered,  and 
be  iraperfecliy  ''fP^ ^^-JS?  ;  and  finally, 

the  accounts  of  the  Un  on  will  ,„  ,d„i„ister  will  appear 

;lSt™n1r?^Slytd:lls^r?rif  Ho,,  insufficient  for  the  object  .n 

"These  mischiefs  are  obviously  most ' '» "^P'-Jrln;  pJor  pSnl 
of  the  workhouse,  when  the  ■'|>P°''f  "l^J'^'.h^V  u,°r?h^^^ 
will  be  urged  either  by  themselves  or  '"J™'^,?'^'',  Jvie  of  the  Dublin 
aflention  f  and  it  is  the  more  b»;rP«'-'"S„„  ^  being  opened  while 
Unions,  from  the  «S="^'''"°V]^^fen^rthr  Shot  rhoodf  are  attracting 
?rr'al[pafur;^h?s:rrtnain|ru2rtU:^^  need.oi 

"••^in^Ty^iVM^tfa'^inst , he  evils  apprehe^^^ 

ruTe:^;Je^^d'aTsFcr&S  or  tL  ada..n.traUon,  perform  its 

dians  in  aSing  upon  the  foregoing  suggestions,  and  m  carrymg  out  the 

system  in  all  respects.  ,  ,u  i 

i.  By  order  of  the  Board, 

The  Clerk  of  the  North  Dublin  Union.  W.  Stanley.  Ass.  Sec. 

No  3  -Answers  to  Query  No.  9,  in  Guardians'  Visiting  Committee 
■  Book. 
Query  9  -Are  the  young  children  properly  nursed  and  taken  care  of, 
and  do  they  appear  in  a  clean  and  healthy  state  ? 


ANSWERS. 

DATE. 


un.1  Ill 

''''"^JuV!:   P?ipT.^y  nursed  and  cared,  but  not  separated  from  the 
able-bodied  women, 
n     We  believe  they  are  properly  taken  care  of. 
♦    18."   Many  of  the  children  (females)  have  sore  eyes,  and  are  in 
Iheir  beds. 
25.  Yes. 

In  general  they  are. 

Tl.i3  auswer  does  not  apply  to  childreu  under  2  years  of  Age,  but  to  those  from 
2  to  5. 
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DATE.  ANSWERS. 

Aug.  2-J.    Properly  taken  care  of,  and  the  general  appearance  is 
health)'. 

*    31.    Several  children  suffering  from  ophthalmia. 
Sept.  9.   The  children  are  clean,  and  appear  to  be  healthy. 
16,    We  think  so. 
28.    They  are. 
Oct.  5.    They  appear  to  be  in  a  healthy  state. 

12.   The  children  in  general  appear  to  be  in  a  healthy  and 

cleanly  state. 
19.  Yes. 

26.   They  appear  to  be  in  health  and  cleanly. 
Nov.  2.    We  believe  they  are  well  taken  care  of,  and  appear  healthy. 
9.   They  are,  but  the  floor  of  the  room  is  in  a  sad  state. 

15.  Yes. 
23.  Yes. 
30.  Yes. 

Dec.  9.  Yes. 

1 6.  The  young  children  are  taken  proper  care  of,  we  believe. 
23.    No  complaint. 

30.    We  believe  so. 
1841 — Jan.  11.    We  believe  so. 

18.  Improving, 
Feb.  1.  Yes. 

8.   We  consider  that  they  are  taken  good  care  of. 
1 5.    They  appear  to  be  well  cared. 
March  1.    They  are  properly  nursed  and  well  cared,  but  have  not  a 
very  healthy  appearance. 
7.    They  appear  so. 
April  5    Yes,  the  ward  or  day-room  not  well  ventilated. 

12.  Yes. 

19.  Yes. 

*   26    Two  nurses  (paupers)  were  dismissed  for  inattention,  and 
for  purloining  the  food  of  the  children. 
May  5.    Yes— an  alteration  in  the  care  of  the  infant  children  has 
been  recommended. 
10.    They  appear  to  be  properly  taken  care  of. 

17.  The  answer  of  last  week  applicable  to  this  week. 
26.  Yes. 

,,  Yes. 
June  23.    They  are  and  they  do. 

No  reason  to  think  otherwise. 
Yes. 

July  20.    They  appear  to  be  so. 
26.  Yes. 
Yes. 

Aug.  16.  Yes. 

23.    No  complaints. 
30.  Yes. 
Sept.  6.  Yes. 

13.  They  are  cleanly  and  seem  improved  in  heaUh,  from  my 

former  visit. 

20.    Several  children  in  measles,  and  some  with  sore  eyes. 
Oct.  6.    Many  have  been  suffering  from  measles,  and  consequent 
illness. 

, ,    As  well  as  can  be  reasonably  expected. 

*  These  answers  do  not  apply  to  children  under  2  years  of  age,  but  to  those  from 
to  5, 
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D^TE.  ,  ANSWERS. 

with  measles,  &c.  are  delicate  in  appearance. 
15.   We  see  no  cause  for  complaining.  e^„„A  tu^ 

24    We  heard  no  complaints,  and  m  general  we  found  the 

children  clean  in  their  persons. 

^ '   Ken  as  can  be  expected  under  the  circumstances. 

They  are  much  crowded  in  the  nursery;  the  day-room 
should  be  altered.  ,  tt  • 

J.H.  Crea-N.  Clerk  of  the  North  Dublifi  Unior. 

20th  December,  1841. 

No.  4.-DIMENSI0NS  of  Rooms  in  the  North  Dublin  Union  Workhouse. 
Day-room  in  able-bodied  Women's  Y ard. 

103  feet  long, 

15  feet  3  inches  wide, 

8  feet  6  inches  high  at  side, 

Jlot^s'Sf  Ih'e  «fnlr5  .l.e  of  .  feel  3  inches  by  3  feet  9  taehes. 
N:.tijuv;e-bo2?ed  ^eSfllK  3  fee,  s,„are.  »nd  .  feet  6  inehe,  „i.h. 

Day-room  in  able-bodied  Men's  Yard. 

105  feet  long, 

]  5  feet  3  inches  wide, 

8  feet  6  inches  high  at  side, 

}|„%"  wr„t;V?nTifet-an,,  5  .ize  of  5  feet  3  inches  by  3  feet  9  inches,  and 
No'.t"Lo°uvi"oaiMatoS!3  feel  square,  and  2  feete  inches  hijU 

Day-Room  in  Aged  Men's  Yard. 

88  feet  Ions:, 

15  feet  3  inches  wide, 

8  feet  6  inches  high,  side, 

llo"wlrdt\;°3l'e  of-  5  feel  3  inches  by  2  feet  6  inches,  and  4  size  of  3 

Nf  2' Lonv«.loar«'v;nlilators,  3  feet  square  and  2  feet  6  inches  high, 
each. 

Day-room  in  Aged  Women's  Yard. 

64  feet  long, 

15  feet  3  inches  wide, 

8  feet  6  inches  high  at  side, 

ilo%'!  wSws^'S^  3  inches  by  2  feet  6  inches,  and  3  size  of 
No.  t  LouvL^la^rdefventilators.  3  feet  square  and  2  feet  6  inches  high. 

No.  5.-RETURN  made  by  Mr.  Brown,  Apothecary  to  the  Workhouse. 

From  the  opening  of  the  house,  infants  under  medical  treatment  from  time 

to  time  r.a 

Infants  not  under  treatment  
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No, 
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0.  6.  Abstract  of  50  fatal  Cases  of  Disease  in  Children  under  2  years 
of  Age,  treated  by  Dr.  Duncan  from  the  opening  of  the  Workhouse  un 
to  December,  1841.  ^ 


Hooping  cou!,'li  succeeded  by  pneumonia  .  1 

Hoo])ing  coujjh  succeeded  by  consumption  4 

Pneumonia  succeeded  by  a  fit    ...    .  2 

Pneiimoniii  succeeded  by  consumption  .    .  3 

Consumption  •  ....  13 

Diptlu-rite   j 

Sciirlaliuu  succeeded  by  diptherite  ...  2 

Sciii  latiua  succeededby  odenia  of  the  glottis  1 

Uydioccplialus   9 


Measles  terminated  by  croup  ....  3 
Measles  terminated  by  pneumonia  and  tur- 

bercles   j 

Small-pox   ;  2 

Congestive  bronchitis  !  '  2 

Pneumonia   i 

Pem|)liij{us  gangrenosus   2 

Convulsions  ■..    '.  3 


No.  7.— A  Return  of  Infants  born  in  the  North  Dublin  Union  Workhouse  from  the  2nd  Sen 

tember,  1840,  to  the  15th  December,  1841.  ' 


PS 

a 


1698 

1699 
1959 
2175 
2180 

2343 
2448 
2485 
2769 
2770 

2967 
2968 

2969 
3046 
3233 

3234 
3280 

3408 
3523 
3559 
3560 
3706 
3819 
3882 
3950 
4109 
4110 
4210 
4211 

4285 
4286 
4327 
47^9 
4730 
4851 


Names  of  Infants, 


Ryan,  Thomas 

Tynan,  Mich. 
Tlionipson,  My. 
Martin,  Mary  A. 
Dag,  Eliza. 

Wiioht,  Mavy  . 
King,  Eliza  . 
Ryan,  Stephen 
Gordon,  Patrick 
Quiulan,  Eliza 

Doolan,  Patrick 
Curry,  Mary  . 

Hall,  Edward  . 
Whiiesiile,  Wm. 
Clarke,  Ellen  , 

Kavanagh.Cath, 
Donnelly,  Pat. 

Cavanngh,  My. 
Clelland,  Alex, 
Flynn,  EUeu  . 
Benner,  Mary  A 
Ellis,  Peter  . 
Dillon,  Michael 
Curiy.-TemimaS 
Horan,  James 
Finn,  John. 
11  utchings,  Jn. 
Callaghan,  My. 
Egan,John 

Monks,  Mary  . 
I''leming,  Susan 
Hayes,  Leonora 
Cusack,  Eliza . 
Shaw,  Mary  . 
Green,  Audrevv 


Date  of  Birlh. 


2  Sept.  1840 


4  Sept. 
7  Oct. 
9  Nov. 

11  Nov. 

7  Dec. 

21  Dec. 

28  Dec. 
20  Jan. 

22  Jan. 

12  Feb. 
15  Feb. 

15  Feb. 
24  Feb. 

29  Mar. 

29  Mar. 
14  Apr. 


1840 
1840 
1840 
1840 

1840 
1840 
1840 
1841 
1811 

1841 
1841 

1841 
1841 
1841 

1841 
1841 


3  May,  1841 
3 1  May,  1841 
2June  1841 
2  June,  1811 
27  ,Iune,  1841 
18  Julv,  1841 
24  July,  1841 
26  July,  1841 
15  Aug.  1841 
15  Aui;.  1841 
7  Sept;  1841 
7  Sept.  1841 


22  Sept.  1841 
22  Sept.  1841 
2  Oct. 
22  Nov. 
22  Nov. 
8  Dec. 


1841 
1841 
1841 
1841 


10 

ii 

12 

13 

14 

15 

"l 

••l 

16 

■■J 

'\ 

Date  of  each 
Death  or 
Discharge. 


10  Doc.  1840 

10  Oct.  1840 
20  Feb.  1841 


Age  of  each 
Infant  at  Death 
or  Discharge. 


3  mth5.&8dys. 

1  mth.  &  5  dvs, 
4mths  &13dvs. 


remaining  in  house 
19  Apr.  1841,  5mths.&,8dys 


6  Feb. 
29  .Ian. 
22  Mar. 
14  Apr. 
3  Mar. 


1841 
1841 
1841 
1811 
1841 


1  Oct.  1841 
18  Sept.  1841 

24  July  1841 
14  June  1841 
24  June  1841 


2  mths. 

1  mth.  &  8  dys, 
2mths.&22dys. 
2niths.&25ays 
31  days 

7mths.3dl7dys, 
7  mths.  &3dys, 

5  mths.  &  9  dys 

3  mlhs.&lSdys 

2  mths.&2adys. 


14  June  1841  2mths.8:15dys 
remaining  in  house. 


remaining 
19  Aug.  1841' 
30  June  1841 
22  Oct.  1841 
7  Dec.  1811 

remaining 
13  Oct.  1811, 

remaining 
28  Aug.  1841 
27  Aug.  1841 
30  Sept.  1841 
1  Oct.  1841 


in  house. 

2mths,&19dys 

28  days 

4 mills.  &20dys 

omths.&lOdys' 

in  house. 

20  (lays. 

in  house. 

14  days 

13  days 

24  days 

25  days 


1  Oct.  1841  10  days 
30  Sept.  1841   11  days 

remaining  in  house. 

remaining  in  house. 
9  Dec.     1841,  18  days. 

remaining  iu  house. 


OflSEBVATIONS. 


Delicate;  left  in 
health :  died  since. 


bad 


Delicate  from  birUi. 
Healthy  at  birth. 
Healthy;  took  hydroce- 
phalus. 
Healthy. 

Fine  child;  measles;  fit. 
Bronchitis;  lit 
Healthy. 

Healthy;  subsequently  re- 
ceived: now  delicate'. 

Healthy. 

Healthy  till  she  look  the 
measles. 

Healthy  on  discharge. 
Healthy    on  disc'iarge; 
died  since. 
Delicate. 
Healthy. 

Named  Fulham ;  Healthy 
Healthy  at  birlh. 
Healthy  on  discharge. 
Healthy;  died  strumous. 
Delicate. 
Healthy. 

Healthy  on  discharge. 
Healthy. 

Left  in  good  health. 

Healthy. 

Healthy. 

Healthy;  re-admiUcd; 
since  dead. 
Heallhy. 

Heallhv;  readmitted. 
Healthy. 
Healthy. 
Delicate; 
Heallliv. 


nt. 


No.  8. — A  Rktuun  of  Dhskiithd  Cuii.»ukn  foundhy  the  Dublin  Mflroiiolitan  Polic 

1st  January,  18.'i8,  to  October,  1841. 


fro 


Number 
Found. 

Number 
sent  to  Nurse 
by,  and  sup- 
|)orted  at,  the 
expense  of 
the  Police. 

Number 
received 

by. 
Puriiihes, 

Number 
,  received 

liy  I'oor 
Law 
Guardians 

Delivered 
to  their 
Mothers. 

Taken 
ehargo  of 
by  private 
Indivi- 
duuls. 

Died. 

Number 
at  present 
in  cliargc 
of  Police. 

Total 
expense  to 
the  Pill  ice 
Fund  since 
1st  Jan.  18.18 

250 

71 

139 

12 

17 

10 

50 

11 

Ji.   s.  d. 
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Year. 


.5  g 
c  -o 


Z.  2 

a  g 

oa 


1798 

1799 

1800 

1801 

1802 

1803 

1804 

1805 

1806 

1807 

1808 

l'-09 

1810 

1811 

1312 

1813 

1814 

1815 

1816 

I8I7 

1818 

1819 

1820 

1821 

1822 

1323 

1824 

1825 

1826 

1927 

1328 

1829 

1830 

1831 


1.570 
1,701 
2.074 
1,648 
1,693 
2,1-16 
1,926 
2,102 
2,146 
2.192 
2,390 
2,205 
2,326 
2,359 
2,670 
2,257 
2,229 
1.842 
1.912 
2.210 
1,602 
1,788 
1,648 
874 
418 
489 
511 
450 
471 
476 
451 
555 
148 
43 


Total 


807 
455 
496 
433 
555 
713 
333 
440 
460 


723 
1,215 
1,560 
1,193 
1.101 
1,397 
1,572 
1,637 
1,664 


3 

rt  a 


A  Table  sLowing  the  P«iods  of  the  Deaths  of  Childreu  at 
Nui-SBintheCouutiy. 


514  1.637 


51,527' 


581 
5J5 
691 
835 
931 
805 
729 
238 
239 
331 
225 
203 
218 
104 
39 
18 
54 
36 
25 
54 
31 
2-2 
11 
2 


1,783 
1,640 
1,592 
1,478 
1,702 
1,414 
1,455 
1,535 
1,655 
1,849 
1,359 
1.574 
1,419 
761 
373 
469 
453 
414 
444 
421 
420 
533 
137 
45 


12,1.03 


357 
525 
669 
518 
473 
633 
737 
755 
816 
875 
831 
748 
669 
627 
732 
602 
641 
780 
749 
798 
583 
651 
655' 
297 
137 
196 
210 
162 
159 
159 
163 
181 
56 
13 


38,674  17,157 


2S3 
389 
528 
395 
321 
452 
546 
575 
625 
679 
641 
473 
503 
489 
560 
451 
448 
632 
586 
625 
420 
487 
502 
203 
84 
136 
140 
103 
94 
94 
103 
107 
42 
7 


ID 


46 

94 

97 

62 
90 

114 

129 

117 

110 

118 

129 

214 

103 
85 
70 
87 

109 

152 

107 

103 
89 
81 
68 
33 
22 
30 
34 
25 
20 
35 
24 
34 
3 
4 


16 
23 
15 
24 
25 
29 
37 
21 
31 
38 
15 
27 
17 
13 
58 
29 
35 
48 
16 
26 
21 
15 
22 
12 
5 
3 
7 
9 
12 
4 
8 
11 
4 
2 


12,623  2629 


6 
8 
7 

6 
11 
11 
11 
10 
16 
10 
12 

6 

8 
11 
21 
12 
23 

9 
13 

7 

6 
15 
7 
8 
9 
7 
6 
5 
5 
3 
5 
5 
4 


678 


4 
7 
2 

9 

5 

7 

4 
11 

8 

5 

5 

5 
13 

5 

5 

4 
10 

10 
7 
6 
4 
2 
2 
5 
4 
5 
6 


303 


2 
1 

14 
4 
8 
6 
2 

11 
3 
6 

7 
5 

6 
7 
3 
9 
5 
5 
4 
1 
8 
12 
5 

7 
2 
2 

6 

3 

7 

7 
8 
4 


1 

5 
6 
5 
4 
2 

1 
4 
6 
5 
2 

'2 

5 
4 
3 
3 
5 
2 
8 

7 
6 
10 
3 
3 
1 
4 
1 
3 
1 

'2 

2 


186  180 


111 


116 


3 

3 

5 

5 

4 

9 

9 
12 
12 
10 

7 

5 

4 

7 
12 

"7 

6 
4 
3 
3 


c  ^ 

o  15 

a;  01 

a:  s 

is 


91 


142 


33 


26 


72 

55 

54 

54 

57 

59 

52 

53 

55 

59 

55 

53 

55 

60 

53 

59 

57 

50 

48 

48 

45i 

43 

47* 

38f 

34i 

37i 

44f 

36i 

274 

38i 

35 

29i 

37* 

27 


39 


•  700  of  these  childrcu  were  returned  to  their  parents. 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1821,  the  admissions  were  reduced  in  con- 
semience  of  an  assessment  of  51  having  been  levied  on  the  several  parishes 
from  whence  children  were  sent  into  the  hospital  for  admission. 

In  1»30  and  1831  the  admissions  were  limited  to  parishes  within  the  City 
of  Dublin.  ,  ^       ,  J.AicKiN. 

Foundling  Hospital,  Dublin,  Uth  December,  1841. 

No  1 0  —From  the  observations  I  have  made  in  Dublin,  and  its  immediate 
ne  Khbourhood,  I  should  say  that,  of  all  the  children  born,  taking  rich  and 
poor.  «5  per  cent,  attain  the  second,  and  80  per  cent,  the  third  y^'^^- 

If  we  except  the  children  of  hireling  nurses,  among  whom  I  have  observed 
the  frightful  mortality,  the  proportional  mortality  among  the  ^hiWren  of 
the  lower  orders,  with  all  the  disadvantages  of  bad  food,  bad  lodgmg,  deficient 
clothing  and  want  of  cleanliness,  compared  with  that  observed  among  the  rich, 
who  are  more  favourably  circumstanced,  is  much  less  than  one  vvoukl  suppose. 

1  have  no  personal  knowledge  of  the  mortality  in  the  foundling  Hospital 
or  workhouses. 

\5th  December,  1841.  Samukl  B.  Lauatt,  M.D. 
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No.  5. 

RATING  OP  LANDLORDS  of  TENEMENTS  op  £5  Annual 

Value  and  under. 
Resolution  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  South  Dublin  Union, 
passed  at  their  Meetin|r  on  Thursday,  the  28th  October,  1841. 
Resolved — That  the  Board  concurs  with  the  opinion  expressed  by 
the  Board  of  the  North  Dubhn  Union  as  to  the  propriety  of  making  the 
owners  in  fee  of  tenennents  valued  at  bl.  and  under,  liable  by  law  to  (he 
payment  of  the  poor-rates,  and  that  this  resolution  be  communicated  to 
the  Poor  Law  Commissioners. 


No.  6. 

MENDICANCY  : — Communications  received  respecting  a  Legal 
Enactment  for  its  Suppression. 

I. — Statement  made  on  behalf  of  the  Deputation  appointed  at  a 
Meeting  of  the  Citizens  of  Dublin  on  the  12th  March,  1842,  to 
wait  on  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  for  the  purpose  of 
procuring  some  Legislative  Measure  for  the  "  Suppression  of 
Mendicancy:  " 

Respectfully  showeth — 

1st.  That  mendicancy  has  long  been  recognized  by  the  Irish  Par- 
liament as  a  great  pulilic  evil  which  it  was  expedient  to  suppress, 
various  Acts  having  from  time  to  time  been  passed  for  the  purpose, 
terminating  in  the  great  Act  of  1772  (1 1  and  12  Geo.  III.,  c.  30),  which 
established  corporations  for  the  poor  in  every  county  and  city  of  Ireland, 
and  gave  ample  powers  to  its  members  and  to  magistrates  for  coercing 
sturdy  mendicants,  and  accommodating  the  willing  poor  in  houses  of 
industry. 

2ndly.  That  under  said  Act  the  House  of  Industry  in  Dublin  was 
for  many  years  more  or  less  efficiently  conducted  with  both  vieios,  until 
a  popular  outbreak  destroyed  the  "  black  cart  "  employed  for  conveyance 
of  the  sturdy  mendicants,  apprehended  in  the  streets  by  the  "  servants" 
of  the  Governor,  whose  actual  presence  being  deemed  necessary  to 
legalize  the  acts  of  the  officers,  led  to  the  cessation  of  the  practice  and 
to  the  conversion  of  the  House  of  Industry  (under  the  sanction  of 
government)  to  a  receptacle  for  willing  paupers  only,  and  for  incurable 
lunatics. 

3rdly.  That  mendicancy  having  in  consequence  thereof  greatly 
increased  in  Dublin,  led  to  the  establishment  of  the  Mendicity  In- 
stitution in  1818,  which,  besides  giving  relief  to  thousands  annually  of 
voluntary  applicants,  coerced  likewise  the  sturdy  mendicants  by  enforcing 
against  them  the  existing  laws,  so  far  as  "  24"  cells  in  the  House  of 
Industry  (their  legal  prison),  in  place  of  110  cells,  to  which,  under  the 
Act  of  1772,  they  were  entitled,  could  enable  them  to  enforce  those  laws. 

4thly.  That  under  the  45th  section  of  the  Poor  Law  Act,  all  the 
laws  regulating  the  House  of  Industry  and  Foundling  Hospital  in 
Dublin  were,  on  the  opening  of  its  two  workhouses,  forthwith  repealed, 
and  with  that  repeal  expired  all  the  effective  powers  of  the  magistracy 
to  coerce  sturdy  beggars,  who  have  consequently  taken  advantage  of  the 
immunity  thereby  afforded  them,  and  now  crowd  the  streets  of  Dublin 
in  unprecedented  numbers,  and  will  continue  to  do  so  until  the  old 
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TDowers  of  the  maffistracy  shall  be  restored  with  such  modifications  as 
Sno  cuSimTtances  mly  demand,  and  until  a  Vagrancy  Act  sha  1  be 
pa  s  cl'for  Ireland,  where  for  various  reasons  (rel.g.ous  as  w  U  as 
political),  such  an  Act  is  more  necessary  than  u.  England  and 
which  the  Poor  Law  Act  itself  can  never  be  popular  while  our  streets  are 
exposed  to  the  disgusting  and  demoralizing^  exhibitions  of  --^^^^^^^^ 

5thly.  That  under  the  Acts  regulating  the  Foundling  Hospital  and 
the  House  of  Industry  (now  repealed),  magistrates  and  others  were 
under  the  former  empowered  to  commit  all  sturdy  beggars  to  Bridewell 
to  keep  them  at  hard  labour,  and  to  confine  them  tor  any  term  no 
exceeding  three  years;  whilst  under  the  latter  they  were  empowered  to 
commit  °them  to  the'  House  of  Industry  ;  for  the  first  offence  two 
months;  for  the  second,  four  months ;  for  the  third,  a  year ;  and  foi 
the  fourth  and  all  subsequent  offences,  two  years  ;  with  a  power  ot 
inflicting  reasonable  corporal  punishment  in  case  of  refusing  the 

"  hard  labour."  . 

6thly.  That  in  any  bill  to  be  introduced  for  suppressmg  mendicancy 
in  Ireland,  it  will  be  quite  sufficient  to  empower  the  magistrates,  either 
«  upon  view  or  informations  of  a  credible  witness,"  to  commit  to  Bridewell 
all  beo-ffars  of  every  description,  to  be  detained  there  (and  at  hard 
labour°vvhen  the  case  admits  thereof),  for  the  first  offence,  for  a  period 
not  exceeding  a  month ;  and  for  the  second,  and  all  subsequent 
offences,  not  exceeding  two  months ;  with  a  proviso  that  such  powers 
shall  not  be  exercised  unless  a  Poor  Law  workhouse  shall  have  been 
opened  in  the  district  where  said  offences  shall  have  been  committed 

Query.  Might  not  advantage  be  taken  of  the  New  Police  Act 
for  Dublin  (now  before  the  House)  to  introduce  therein  a  vagrancy 
clause  for  Dublin,  if  not  for  all  Ireland  ?  - 

II.  EsiTRACT  from  a  Report  of  the  Hon.  Cha.rles  Clements, 

Assistant  Commissioner. 
Gentlemen,  Omagh,  Sth  December,  1841. 

*  *  *  I  THINK  it  necessary  to  state  that,  judging  from  various  circum- 
stances and  expressions  which  have  come  out  in  discussions  amongst 
the  Guardians  in  these  and  the  other  two  Unions  in  my  district,  where 
the  workhouses  are  open,  there  is  a  desire  amongst  the  people,  which 
is  on  the  increase,  in  various  parts  of  the  country  to  encourage  mendi- 
cancy rather  than  incur  the  expense  of  maintaining  the  paupers  in  the 
workhouse.    When  the  first  workhouse  was  open  there  was  but  one 
wish,  that  of  putting  down  begging.    I  believe  if  the  question  were  put 
to  any  of  the  people  who  have  now  other  views,  they  would  say  they 
did  not  desire  to  encourage  mendicancy,  but  merely  to    help  their  axon 
poor ;"  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  in  every  case  where  such  a  wish  is 
felt  and  acted  on,  the  people  have  no  other  idea  at  the  time  than  to 
help  their  own  poor,  and  them  only.    It  is  needless  for  me  to  point  out 
to  you  the  impossibility  of  their  continuing  such  a  practice  without  per- 
petuating the  system  of  indiscriminate  alms-giving,  as  has  hitherto 
been  the  custom. 

It  appears  to  me  that  if  a  law  for  the  repression  of  mendicancy  be 
enacted  early  next  Session,  begging  may  be  put  down  by  degrees  with 
comparative  facility,  according  as  the  workhouses,  so  many  of  which 
will  be  ready  in  the  course  of  the  spring  and  summer,  become  open; 
but  if  the  matter  be  deferred  for  another  year,  the  difficulty  will  be  very 
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much  increased,  as  the  same  general  co-operation  which  may  now  be 
expected  m.ght  not  be  obtained  when  the  people  had  formed  an  opinion 
that  to  give  to  the  beggar  in  the  manner  I  have  described  is  preferable 
to  mamtauiing  him  in  the  workhouse. 

I  should  observe  that  the  provision  for  the  maintenance  bv  each 
electoral  division  of  its  own  poor,  which  has  always  been  considered, 
and  1  think  justly,  such  an  improvement  to  the  original  Bill  will  if 
some  enactment  be  not  made  for  the  repression  of  mendicancy, 'become 
the  means  of  defeating  the  whole  object  of  the  law;  because  it  is  on 
account  of  the  different  rates  made  on  electoral  divisions  according  as 
they  have  many  or  few  paupers  in  the  house,  that  the  people  on  whom 
the  higher  rate  is  made,  are  induced  to  endeavour  to  diminish  it  by 
encouraging  the  paupers  to  leave  the  house  to  be  maintained  in  the 
manner  I  have  described.  The  more  general  this  feeling  should  be- 
come, the  more  difficult  it  will  be  to  put  down  mendicancy.  The  le^-al 
enactment  becomes  therefore  the  more  urgent,  in  order  that  it  may  "be 
made  available,  while  the  majority  of  the  people  are  prepared  to  assist 
m  its  enforcement. 

"^^  I  have  the  honour,  &c., 

The  Poor  Law  Commissioners,  Dublin.        Charles  S.  Clements. 

III. — Resolutions  of  Boards  of  Guardians. 

DUNMANWAY  UiNION. 

2nd  Jpril,  1842.— Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  Board  that 
the  attention  of  the  Commissioners  be  called  to  a  resolution  passed  at 
this  Board,  relative  to  the  necessity  of  a  Mendicity  Act. 

Resolution  above  referred  to  : — 21th  February,  1841. 
Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Board,  that  the  good  intended 
for  the  relief  of  the  poor  by  the  Poor  Law  Act  will  be  totally  defeated 
while  strolling  beggars  are  allowed  to  exercise  the  trade  of  begging 
and  imposing  upon  the  small  farmers  and  industrious,  who  are  very 
little  belter  situated  than  themselves ;  and  the  Guardians  pray  that  the 
Commissioners  will  have  some  measure  introduced  to  put  a  stop  to  such 
a  practice;  the  Guardians  heretofore  abstained  from  offering  any 
opinion  on  the  subject,  but  now  that  the  workhouse  is  about ''to  be 
opened,  they  claim  to  be  protected  from  the  host  of  wandering  mendi- 
cants passing  through  the  Union.  ^ 

Sligo  Union. 

12th  March,  1842.— Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  Board 
that  legislative  enactments  for  suppressing  mendicancy  are  imperatively 
called  for. 

The  workhouse  of  this  Union  has  now  been  open  for  three  months, 
and  public  begging  has  not  been  diminished,  and  it  is  unjust  that  the 
rate-payers  should  be  subject  to  the  double  burthen  of  payment  of  rates 
and  relief  of  vagrants.  We  therefore  beg  to  impress  on  the  Poor  Law 
Commissioners  most  earnestly,  that  the  good  intended  by  the  Poor 
Relief  Act  will  be  ineffectual  while  strolling  beggars  are  permitted  to 
exercise  their  offensive  occupation ;  which  seems  as  a  nursery  for 
idleness  and  vice,  and  perpetuates  the  worst  features  of  our  national 
character ;  and  we  further  |)ray  them  to  recommend  to  the  constituted 
authorities  such  measures  as  will  put  a  stop  to  this  great  and  lament- 
able evil. 
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Ballinasloe  Union. 
At  a  meetino-  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  held  this  29th  day  of  February, 
mo  theEad  of  Clancarty  h  the  Chair,  and  18  Guardians  present. 

Admiral  Trench  gave  notice, "  That  at  the  next  ."f^^^.^^^^^^^^^ 
he  would  bringunderitsconsideration  the  propriety  of  petitioning  Par 
liament  for  an  Act  for  the  suppression  of  vagrancy. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Board,  held  on  the  28th  of  March,  1840,  the  Earl 
of  Clancarty  in  the  chair,  and  23  Guardians  present. 
In  consequence  of  Lord  Morpeth's  notice  in  the  H«use  of  Commons, 
to  introduc?  a  bill  relative  to  vagrancy,  it  was  resolved     That  the  con- 
sMeration  of  Admiral  Trench's  motion,  as  entered  on  the  minutes  of  the 
last  meeting,  be  deferred  until  the  Board  have  an  opportunity  of  pro- 
curing  a  copy  of  his  lordship's  bill." 

Londonderry  Union. 
30th  Amil,  1842.-Resolved,  that  Mr.  Ash,  Mr.  Gilmore,  and  Mr. 
John  Leatham  be  a  committee  to  prepare  a  petition  to  Parliament  lor 

a  vaerrancy  law.  .  ,,     ,  . 

nth  May,  1842.— The  committee  appomted  at  the  last  meeting  to 
prepare  a  petition  to  Parliament,  submitted  the  following  :— 
The  Petition  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Londonderry  Poor  Law 

Union, 

Humbly  sheweth —  a  ii.  \ 

That  the  administration  of  relief  under  the  Poor  Law  Act  has  been 
in  operation  in  this  Union  for  18  months,  during  which  your  petitioners 
have  admitted  all  applicants  to  the  workhouse  who  were  able  to  show 
a  claim  to  be  maintained  at  the  expense  of  the  Union,  yet  the  house  has 
not  at  any  time  been  more  than  half  filled.  r  •    .t  • 

That  your  petitioners  can  state  from  experience,  that  re  let  in  this 
workhouse  has  been  sought  chiefly  by  poor  persons  who  had  not  been 
accustomed  to  mendicancy,  or  who  were  physically  unable  to  make  the 
exertion  required  to  procure  subsistence  by  a  life  of  vagrancy  and  that, 
notwithstanding  the  comfortable  provision  which  is  atlorded  in  the 
workhouse,  a  great  many  paupers  still  refuse  to  accept  it,  and  continue 
their  old  habits  as  strolling  beggars,  whereby  much  annoyance  is  given 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  district,  and  disease  and  immorality  dittused 

through  it.  n        u      •  uu  1 1 

That  your  petitioners  are  of  opinion,  that  alms  will  not  be  withheld 
to  such  an  extent  in  this  country  as  to  put  down  mendicancy,  as  the 
habit  of  the  Irish  people  (especially  in  the  luitnbler  ranks)  1o  give 
to  those  who  present  an  appearance  of  poverty,  is  not  likely  to  be 
overcome  by  their  being  compelled  to  contribute  to  the  poor  rate. 

Your  petitioners  beg  leave  further  to  submit  to  your  Honourable 
House  the  difficulty  they  have  experienced  in  the  working  of  the  Poor 
Law  Act,  from  the  unsatisfactory  slate  of  the  law  respecting  residence  ; 
from  the  want  of  a  definition  of  this  term,  which  would  be  of  general 
application,  it  is  impossible  to  decide  satisfactorily  in  what  Union,  or  at 
the  cost  of  what  electoral  division,  in  any  Union,  a  pauper  should  be 
maintained;  and,  in  consequence,  some  really  destitute  persons  may  be 
occasionally  unable  to  obtain  relief  anywhere. 

Your  petitioners  therefore  pray  your  Honourable  House  will  take 
into  consideration  the  propriety  of  providing  legislative  remedies  for 
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these  evils  with  the  least  possible  delay,  and  pass  an  Act  to  suppress 
vagrancy,  and  to  define  residence,  or  what  should  constitute  a  ria-ht  to 
relief,  in  such  a  way  as  will  secure  uniformity  of  practice  throughout 
the  country.  ^ 

And  your  petitioners,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray. 

Signed  by  order  and  on  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the 
Londonderry  Union. 

Patk.  Gilmore,  Presiding  Chairman. 
Resolved,  that  this  petition  be  signed  by  the  chairman  on  hehalf  ot 
the  Board  of  Guardians,  entered  on  the  minutes,  and  forwarded  to  Sir 
Robert  Ferguson,  for  presentation  in  the  House  of  Commons. 

Castlederg  Union. 

29</i  April,  1842.— Resolved,  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Board,  that 
a  petition  be  drawn  and  forwarded  to  the  legislature,  praying  that  an 
Act  be  passed  for  the  suppression  of  mendicancy,  and  that'a  special 
meeting  of  the  Board  be  summoned  for  Friday,  the  6lh  of  May,  at 
2  o'clock,  for  the  above  purpose. 

m  May,  i842.— Moved  by  Edward  Sproul,  Esq.,  seconded  by 
Robert  Sproul,  that  a  petition  be  forwarded  to  Parliament  praying  that 
a  Vagrancy  Act  be  passed  as  speedily  as  possible  to  bring  into  operation 
the  existing  law. 

Resolved,  That  the  petition  now  read  be  adopted  and  forwarded  to  Sir 
Robert  A.  Ferguson,  Bart.,  our  chairman,  and  that  copies  be  sent  to 
Lord  Claud  Hamilton  and  the  Honourable  Henry  Corry,  our  county 
members,  to  forward  the  prayer  of  the  petition. 

Resolved,  that  the  petition  be  entered  on  the  minutes  of  this  Board, 
and  be  signed  by  our  Vice-chairman  and  Deputy  Vice-chairman  on 
behalf  of  this  Board. 

To  the  Knights,  Citizens,  and  Burgesses  in  Parliament  assembled, 
The  Petition  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  of  the  Castlederg  Poor  Law 
Union,  at  a  meeting  held  in  the  Board-room  of  the  Union  Work- 
house, on  Friday,  the  6th  day  of  May,  1842. 

Humbly  sheweth : — 

That  your  petitioners,  after  14  months  experiencing  the  working  of 
the  Poor  Relief  Act,  are  convinced  of  the  necessity  of  a  law  to  suppress 
mendicancy,  and  pray  your  Honourable  House  to  pass,  with  as  little 
delay  as  possible,  a  measure  for  that  purpose;  from  mistaken  ideas  of 
economy  on  the  part  of  some  of  the  rate-payers,  and  dislike  of  work- 
house relief  on  the  part  of  the  mendicants,  alms-giving  still  continues, 
and  the  community  still  suffers  from  the  profligacy  which  is  a  necessary 
accompaniment  and  consequence  of  begging. 

Should  your  Honourable,  House  enact  a  measure  for  the  suppression 
of  mendicancy,  your  petitioners  pray  that  the  large  constabulary  force 
in  Ireland  may  be  employed  to  bring  it  into  operation,  and  thus  save 
the  Union  the  expense  of  an  additional  number  of  salaried  officers;  and 
your  petitioners  will  ever  pray. 

Signed  on  behalf  of  the  Board,         James  Anderson, 

Edward  Sproul. 
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Tables  and  Returns. 


[8th  Rep. 


No. 

Statument  of  PnoGUESS  made  in 


Name  of  Union. 


Abbeyleix  . 
Antrim  . 
A  rdee  .  . 
Armagh  . 
Athlone  . 
Athy  .  . 
BailieborougU 
Biillina .  . 
Ballinasloe. 
liallinrobe  . 
Ballycaslle 
Ballymena. 
Ballymoney 
IJallysIiannon 
Balrotliery. 
Balliuglass 
Banbridge  . 
Bandon,  . 
Bantry  ,  , 
BellaKt  ,  . 
Boyle  . 

Calurciveen 

Callan  .  . 
Carlow  . 
Carrickmacro; 
CarrickonShannon 
Carrick-on-Suir 
Casliel  .  . 
Castlebar  . 
Castleblayney. 
Castlederg . 
Castlerea  , 
Cavan  .  . 
Celbridge  . 
Clifden  .  . 
Clogheen  . 
Clogher.  . 
Clones  .  . 

Clonmel  . 

Coleraino  . 
Cookstowu, 
Cootehill  , 


Cork  . 

Donegal 
Downpatriok 
Droglieda  . 
Dublin  (North) 

, ,  (South) 

Dundalk  .  . 
Dunfnnagliy  , 


2. 


Date  of  Valuator's 
Appointment. 


28th  March 

6tli  Aug. 
22nd  Sept. 
24th  Aug. 

2nd  July 
26th  Nov. 

7th  March 

8th  ,, 
SOtli  Sept. 
18th  Jan. 

9th  June 

3rd  Aug. 

6th  April 
19th  Aug. 
18th  Sept. 
13th  Feb. 

6tli  July 
23rd  ,, 

6th  Jan. 

3rd  June 
12lli  Nov. 

22nd  Jan.  1841 


J840 


1839 

1841 
1840 
1841 
1839 
1840 


1839 
1840 
1839 

1840 
1839 


29th  July 
3rd  Dec. 
2ud  April 
9lh  Nov. 
12th  Aug. 
lOtli  June 
18th  Feb. 
nth    ,  , 
12th  Oct. 
16th  Dec. 
9th  April 
25th  March 
27th  Oct. 
14lh  June 
17th  Julv 
30th  April 
22nd  Aug. 
17th  Oct. 

1st  Feb. 
25th  Nov. 
nth  Doc. 

5th  July 

28th  Jan. 
14th  Mai  cli 
liltli     , , 
7th  Sept. 
lOlh 
12th  ,, 
23rd  ,, 
23id  ,, 


1839 
1840 

1339 


1840 
1839 
1840 


1839 
1841 
1840 
1839 

1840 
1839 


1840 
1839 

::! 

1840 


3. 


4. 


6. 


WORKHonsB. 


Number 

of 
Paupers 
provided 
for. 


500 
700 
600 

1,000 
900 
500 
600 

1,200 

1,000 
800 
300 
900 
800 
500 
400 
500 
800 
900 
600 

1,000 
700 

400 

600 
800 
500 
800 
500 
600 
600 
800 
200 
1,000 
1)200 
400 
300 
500 
500 
600 

\  600 

700 
600 
.  800 


9,000 

500 
1,000 

800 
2,000 

2,000 

800 
300 


Loan. 


Amount 

bor- 
rowed. 


£. 
7,000 
7,600 
6,000 

10,000 

10,100 
6,700 
7,400 

12,000 
9,600 
8,400 
5,300 
9,000 
8,500 
6,400 
5,900 
6,800 
8,000 
8,200 
7,750 

12,000 
8,300 

6,200 

7,400 
11,500 
6,600 
8,400 
6,200 
6,700 
7,900 
8,100 
2,600 
11,000 
13,400 
5,800 
4,500 
6,200 
■6,300 
7,300 

2,300 

"9,000 
6,300 
8,900 

16,800 

7,000 
11,000 
8.600 
5,600 

7,000 

7,400 
Not  so 


Addi- 
tional 
Amoun 
bor- 
rowed. 


1,100 
1,000 


850 
1,000 


2,400 
3,000 

ttled". 


Site. 


E.Htent  in 
Statute 
Measure. 


C()?.t. 


Purchase 
Money. 


A.  R.  p. 

5  3  11 
0  13 
3  24 
0  27 
2  24 

2  4 
0  0 

0  15 

3  3 

1  36 
3  28 
0  4 
0  0 

0  0 

1  71 

2  11 

1  11 

2  20 
0  0 

13  0  0 

6  0  0 

6   0  o| 


1  36 

2  19 

3  2 
3  2 
3  12 
3  8 

0  0 

1  20 

1  34 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
3  17 
0  31 

2  13 
0  0 


£.  s.  d. 

546"4  5 

1,23612  2 
650   0  0 
I-"rce  gift. 
240    0  0 
620    0  0 

Free  gift. 
577  13  9 
602  10  0 
457  16  0 


316  3  9 

Legal  arrang 

2,130  12  4 

500  "0  0 

1.850    0  0 

760    0  0 

1,000   0  0 

622   2  0 


Compensa- 
tion to 

occupying 
Tenant. 


340  U  lOi 
Legal  arrang 
15   7  6 

700  0  0 

600  0  0 
300  0  0 


£.   s.  (i. 

130   0  0 

5o"o  0 

10   0  0 

148  10  0 


117  19  2 

33  18  7 

35   0  0 

ic'is  0 

60   0  0 

50   0  0 

103"8  9 

138  0  0 
emeuts  not  co 


[300*  0  0 


6 

3  20 

6 

1  C 

6 

0  2 

12 

0  0 

6 

2  10 

U 

1  36 

7 

2  11 

IIOUBU  of 

Foundling 

8   1  17 
Legal  arra: 


329  1  3 
342    7  6 


h59   7  6 

631* "6  3 

740  0  0 

260   0  0 


180 
1,377 


Industry. 

Hospital. 

322  13  0 
ngemeulsnot 


250  0  0 
emenlsnot  co 


300   0  0 


34  4  0 


100  0  0 


84   0  0 


63 
50* 


concluded. 


Compensation  to  licad  landlord. 
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10. 

the  several  U^^IONS  formed  in  Iuel.vno. 


9. 


10. 


11. 


13. 


Workhouse. 


Annual 
Rent. 


£.  s.  d. 
6  13  8 

18  "i  a 


10  13  9 


12  ]0  0 

16  13  7 

23  10  3 

14  ifi  8 
Deluded. 

28  12  2 

30   0  0 


7  19  8i 

1   9  3 

21   2  8 

47  14  0 

34  0  0 

Deluded. 


6  0  0 
12   1  0 


23  I  61 
18  *1  74 


Building. 


Bate 
of 

Contract. 


foi- 

Completion. 


(35  1 
1 18  12 


16th  Jnne  1840 
9tli  Nov. 
4 til  Aug. 

Uth  Oct.  1839 

1st  Nov.  >> 

21st  Sept.  18U 

1st  May  1840 
IGtli  Oct. 

1st    ,,  1839 

2u(l  May  1840 
5th  Oct. 
9th  Nor. 

3rd  Sept.  , , 

1st  Oct.  1841 

13lh  Aug.  1839 

29th  May  1840 

2nd  Sept.  1839 

22nd  Oct.  , , 

Contract 

7th  June  1839 

8th  Feb.  1840 

Contract 

22nd  May  1810 
12th  Oct!  1841 
21st  Sept.  1840 

9lh  March 

5th  Feb. 

1st     >i  j> 

28th  Aug. 
2lst  Sept. 
2nd 

5th  Nov, 
5th  .Tan. 
6th  July 
7th  Jan. 
4th  Oct. 
25th  Jan. 
9th  Oct. 

28th  March 

10th  Nov. 
17lh  May 
Ibt  Sept. 

2nd  May 


32  14  6 
19  7  9 


Oct. 

March 
10th  Oct. 

June 

March 
Uth  Aug. 
30th  Sept. 

April 
19th  Jane 

Sept. 

April 

May 

Jan. 
30  th  Nov. 

Sept. 
>  f 

March 
June 
not  signed. 
Mareli 


1841 
1842 
1841 


1839 
1840 
1841 
1839 
1841 
1839 
1842 
1840 


1840 


13th  July  1841 

30lh  Sept.  1840 
13lli  I'cl). 

27tli  Nov.  1839 

17th  Oct. 

13th  April  1840 
Contract 


1842 
1841 
1842 
1841 

1842 


1840 
1841 


not  signed. 

Sept.  1841 

30th  Juno  1842 

21st  Nov.  1841 
Sept. 

June  ,1 
Oct. 

Jan.  1842 

Sept.  1840 

May  1842 
July 

Dee.  1840 

7th  July  1842 

March  184  L 

Jan.  1843 

May  1842 

Sept.  1840 

Marcii  1842 

Sept.  1841 
March  1842 

Sept.  1841 


Ist  Aug. 
Nov, 
March 
.  Jan. 


1842 
1841 

1840 


.Sept.  1841 
not  aigucd  •    >  i 


Amount 
of 

Contract. 


£. 
5,850 
5,580 
5,175 
7,200 
7.500 
5,600 
6,000 
9,400 
7, GOO 
7,000 
3,875 
6,600 
6,785 
5,389 
4,945 
5,750 
6,300 
6,600 
5.990 
7,000 
6,885 


Dalo 
of 

declaring 
(it  for 
the  reception 
of 

Paupers. 


s.  d. 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

14  0 


24th  March  1843 
25th  April 


2,547  10  0 


I4lh  Dec. 
20th  Oct. 


1841 


26th  March  1842 

20th  Dec.  1841. 
24th  March  1842 


5,500 
9,000 
5,000 
7,050 
5,163 
5,500 
6,300 
6,150 
2,100 
8,485 
10,500 
4,600 
3,600 
5,230 
4,999 
5,750 


0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
0  0 
15  0 
0  0 


1st  Feb. 

1st  Sept. 
14th  June 
2'.tlh  Sept. 

1st  Jan. 
6lh  Deo. 


21st  ,, 


1841 


14. 


Date 
of 

Declaration 

of  the 
First  Rate. 


1,505  11 

6,870  0 
5,250  0 
7,360  0 


12,800  0  0 

5.785  0  0 

7,500  0  0 

7,100  0  0 

4,819  6  8 


lOlh  May  1842 
15lh  Dec.  1841 


20tli  Feb. 

26th  Mavcii  1842 

26th  May  1841 

24th  March  1842 


Isl  Jan.  1341 
lllh  April  1842 


18th  Jan.  1842 


8th  March    , , 
24th  Aug.  1841 


18th  Sept.      , , 
28th  April  1842 


IStli  Jan.  1841 

16th  Sept.  , , 
17 th  May 

12th  Jan.  1842 

22nd  Dee.  1840 

lOth  Sept.  1841 


3r(l  Feb.  1842 


16th  Dec.  1841 
28th  Aug. 
Isl  Dec. 


12th  Feb. 

2nd  April  1842 

12th  May  1841 

24th  Nov.  , , 


15th  Dec,  1840 

.  5lh  Fel).  1842 
22nd  Jan.       , , 


5,608  18 

5,690  0 
3,800  0 


fTIouso  of  Industry 
I 15lh  Feb.  1840 
I  Workhouse, 
21st  Dec.  1841 


18th  Nov. 

25th  March  1840 


Isl  March  1812 


.30lh  Doc.  1839 


■l8lh  Feb,  1841 
llth  March  1840 

11th  April 
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Tables  and  lietvrns.  [8tli  Rep. 

Siaiement  of  Progress  made  in 


Name  of  Union. 


Diuigannon 

Dungnrvan 

Diinnianvvay 

Dmisliaiislilin 

Eilondeny  . 

Uiiiiiit  . 

Enniscortliy 

Enuiskillcu 

Ennistymon 

Furmoy,  . 

Gahvay.  . 

Glcnties  . 

Goiey    ,  , 
Gort 

Goitin  .  . 

Granaid  . 

Inisliowon  . 

Kanturk  . 

Kells  .  . 
Kcnmaro  . 
Kilkoul.  . 

Kilkenny  . 

Killavney  . 
Kilmallock 
Kilnisli  . 
Kiiisalc 
Laine  . 
Leiteikenny 
Limerick  . 
I.isbuin.  . 
Lisniore  , 
LinasKea  . 
Listowol 
1  ondoiideiTy 
I/ongloid  . 
Lou^'Iirt-.a  . 
J.owtlufislown 
I-iiigau 
M;:cioom  . 


Magliorafelt 

Mallou-.  . 
MaiKjrliamilUi 
MiiUduu  . 

Milfonl  . 

Mohill  .  . 

Monaglian 

^ronnfmollck 
MiilliiiHMr  . 
Nans    ,  . 
Navan  .  . 


Date  of  Valualoi's 
Appointment. 


27tli  Sept. 

Ctli  Aug. 
281  h  March 

2nd  Oct. 
15ih  ,, 
lOtli  Nov. 

7lli  May 
19th  Oct. 
28Ui  ,, 

19th  Aug. 

18th  Si'pt. 
22nd  Oct. 
26ih  Feb. 

9ai  Nov. 
14Ui  Oct. 
2 1st  Aug. 
14ih  Dec. 

7th  April 

22nd  Nov. 
22iid  ., 

1st  , , 
28tli  Sept. 
15tli  Oct. 
20tli  ,lan. 
Utli  June 
30 ih  Nov. 
12lh  Aug. 
19f,h  , , 
28th  ,, 

6ih  Jnne 
25th  July 
14th  Aug. 
Iplh  Sept. 

3rd  .Inne 
29th  July 
19th  Aug. 

2ud  Nov. 
18ll.  ,. 

6lh  July 
11th  March 


18th  Feb. 


1839 

1840 
1839 


1840 
1839 


1841 
1840 
1839 

1840 


1S39 


::} 

1841 
1839 


1840 
1841 
1839 


1840 
18o9 


ISIO 
1839 
1840 


."illi  Jnlv  1839 

9lli  Dec.  1839 

19111  Aug.  ., 

27th  Sept.  1841 

20th  Jan.  IS-IO 

22nd  Fob. 

2nt|  .Alarch  ,, 

2(;ih   ,,  ,, 

I2lli  Sept.  1839 
28lli  Oct. 


4. 


6. 


WonnnousE. 


Number 

of 
I'aupcrs 
provided 
for. 


Loan. 


900 

700 
500 
800 

400  j 

700 

900 

800 
8i;o 
550 
500 


Amount 

bor- 
roncd. 


£. 

800 

8,000 

600 

8,300 

400 

6.500 

400 

6,100 

600 

6,700 

800 

8,  GOO 

600 

7,000 

1,000 

11,^00 

600 

8,400 

900 

7,100 

1,000 

11.300 

500 

Not  sc 

500 

6,700 

con 
OOO 

6,500 

200 

3,600 

600 

7,500 

coo 

7-,  600 

800 

8,200 

600 

7,700 

500 

6,300 

300 

5,300 

1,300 

13,400 

8O0 

9,700 

800 

8,800 

800 

8,900 

500 

7.000 

400 

5.800 

500 

7.400 

1,600 

12.900 

800 

8,300 

500 

6,500 

500 

6,800 

700 

8,400 

800 

8,700 

1,000 

8,600 

800 

8.700 

400 

6,600 

800 

7,900 

600 

7,400 

8,100 


7,300 
6,400 
8,200 
Not 
seltlcd. 
8,000 

8,700 

8,300 
9,400 
6,500 
7,'30O 


Addi- 
tional 
Amount 

bor- 
rowed 


£. 


650 


tth'd. 


1,000 


2,000 


2,700 


1,400 


650 


700 


Extent  in 
Statute 
Measure. 


A.  n.  p. 

6  0  0 
3  29 
0  0 

0  0 

1  36 
0  0 
0  22 

2  3.T 
0  0 


5   2  28J 


2,  SCO 


7 

3  38 

Legal  arra 

7 

0  0 

7 

1  12 

3 

0  19 

6 

1  20 

6 

0  0 

6 

0  0 

8 

3  9 

6 

0  0 

7 

2  33 

9 

3  21 

8 

0  0 

7 

0  0 

6 

0  0 

6 

0  0 

5 

0  37 

4 

0  37 

11 

1  14 

6 

0  0 

4 

0  0 

6 

1  36 

6 

0  0 

6 

0  6 

6 

3  22 

6 

2  2 

5 

0  35 

() 

0  0 

6 

0  0 

6 

0  0 

6 

0  0 

5 

1  16 

Not  settled 

6 

]  3 

2  5 

6 

0  0 

10 

2  11 

5 

I  14 

6 

2  22 

Site. 


Cost. 


Purcliase 
Mouev. 


d. 


300  0  0 
250  0  0 
250   0  0 

l.il"6  .0 
Arrange 

40o"o  0 
2,400  0  0 
1,232  16  3 
ngemenis  nol 


200    0  0 
350    0  0 
283    0  0 
Demised  by 
nominal 
790    6  3 
93    2  6 
462   7  6 

1 ,650    0  0 

Legal  arran 


Compensa- 
tion to 
Occupying 
Tenant. 


525 
750 


100    0  0 

477   5  0 

480   0  0 

700"o  0 

336  "0  0 

444   0  0 

762   5  10 


£.  s.  d. 
220  '6  0 


40   0  0 

166  '4  0 

inents  not  cn 


concluded. 


tlie  Earl  of 
rci:t. 


20    0  0 


gemcnts  nol 
62  12  11 


70  0  0 

42    0  0 


20 

0 

0 

547  19 

0 

l.-iO 

6 

0 

405  0 

0 

43 

16 

3 

500  0 

0 

Free  gifl. 
Legal  nrraii 


33  15  4 
UO  15  7 


C34  1  3 
43s'io  10 


40   0  0- 


50  0 
12  5 

gumcuts 
19  7 
}f<7  19 

115  '6 
SO  '6 
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26   0  0 


ncluded. 
21  0 


22  12  9 
32    1  4 


l^gmout  at  a 

1  is  5i 

conclufU'd. 

IG  io  10 

TO  'o  0 
10  'o  0 


35  G  6 
12  13  0 


Site  (Icmisod 
:it  a  iiominul 
roiit  l)y  llie 

Saltcrs' 
Comiianv. 
3   0  0 
11  10  11 

concluded. 
15  10  0 


1840 


1841 
1840 


20lli  Ocl. 

8th  Dec 

Slid  May 

8lli  Aug. 
20111  ,, 
141  h  March 

3id  Nov. 
25th  Aug. 
25ih  June 

Glh  Apiil  .  J 

21st  Aug. 

Contract 

17th  April  1840 

25th  Juno  1 . 

3rd  Oct.  , , 

4lh  Nov.  , , 

20lh  Jan.  1812 

25lhJuly  1840 

19lh  Feb. 
4tli  Oct. 
4th  Feb, 

13lh  April      . , 

Contract 


1841 
1840 


20ih  Sept. 
8th  June 
22nd  Oct. 
10th  July 
24th  Dec. 
Ifith  Si'pt. 
7lh  June 
lllh  Nov. 
2Gth  Oct. 
30lh  June 
24th    , , 
loth  Jail. 
26th  Nov. 
19lh  Feb. 
28ili  Dec. 
olh  Sept. 


183'J 
1840 
18o9 
1841 

18b0 


1840 
1841 
1839 
1840 
1839 
1841 
1839 
1810 


Oct. 
June 
Aug. 
1st  Dec. 
Juno 

Dec. 
31st  ,, 
IGth  Nov. 

1st  Sept. 

not  sigiu'd  . 

April 
25th  Si'pt. 
3id  Oct. 
4tli  I''eb. 
31st  Dec. 
Oct. 

Sept. 
15th    , , 
March 

29th  Sept. 

not  signed  , 
Sept, 

.  > 

March 
10th  Oct. 
27lli  Deo. 

June 

Sept. 

J  uno 

Oct. 
25th  March 

Sept. 

June 

19lh  .iMly 
Sept. 


£.  s. 

d. 

1841 

e.G.'iO 

0 

u 

6,480 

0 

0 

1810 

5,210 

0 

0 

4,938 

0 

0 

1841 

5,300 

0 

0 

6,500 

0 

0 

1  i 

1842 

5, GOO 

0 

0 

8,',  50 

0 

0 

1841 

6,6U0 

0 

0 

1840 

3,251  13 

0 

1841 

8,162  U 

5 

5,500 

0 

0 

1841 

5,675 

0 

0 

5,350 

0 

0 

1  » 

1842 

2.689 

0 

0 

5,925 

0 

0 

1841 

6,200 

0 

0 

6,800 

0 

0 

1842 

5,970 

0 

0 

5,315 

0 

0 

1841 

4,1)50 

0 

0 

1840 
1841 

1842 

1841 
1840 
1841 

I  t 

1842 
1840 
1841 

1842 
1840 
1841 


9,700   0  0 


37  1 
26  12 


0 


asth  Juno 


4lli  Feb. 
9t1i  May 
JOth  July 


ls39 


Contract  not 


29ih  June 

4th  May 

18lh  Aug. 
29th  July 
2iid  ,, 
30tli  ,, 


1840 


1830 
1840 


Oct. 


Juno 
Sept. 
Dec. 

entered  into. 

Oct. 

July 

Feb. 
Jan. 
Dec. 
SOtli  Nov. 


1811 
1840 


1841 


1842 

1840 
1341 


7,8i5 
7,000 
6,800 
5,900 
4,989 
5,790 
10,0C0 
6,2(.0 
5,500 
5,443 
5,980 
6,780 
7,000 
6,960 
4,!)50 
6,130 
5,890 


0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 


16lh  May 
til  Dee. 
16th  Sept. 
12th  M.ay 
21st  Dec. 
1st  ,, 


10th  June 
27th  Dec. 

21st  ,. 
G.h  ,, 
17th  Feb. 


23rd  May  , , 

25t\i  April  ,, 

16lhAug.  1841 

24th  March  1812 


18lh  Feb. 
15th  Dec. 
29tli  Sept. 


18th  May 
Ist  Jan. 
1st  Dec. 


17th  Feb. 


1842 

27th  Jan. 

1842 

1841 

21st  Sept. 

1841 

i  ■ 

22ud  Feb. 

1  t 

29th  Jan. 

1842 

■  t 

14th  Oi  t. 

1841 

1  ) 

29lli  Jan. 

1842 

18lh  Dec. 

1811 

1841 

6th  June 

t  J 

8th  Feb. 

1842 

f  t 

31st  May 

1841 

1842 

llth  Sept. 

26tli  J;ui. 

1842 

4th  Feb. 

6th  Nov.  1841 

4th  Aug. 
30ih  Dec. 


6.600   0  0 

6,090  0  0 
5,372  0  0 
6.853  0  0 

Not  setlled. 

6,700   0  0 

6,350 

6,015 
7,2.')0 
5,550 
5,700 


0  0 


29th  Nov. 
15  th  Jiiuo 

25th  April 


151h  June 
28th  March 


1841 

t  J 
t  » 

ITlh 
.1st    , , 
6th  Jan. 

1840 
1841 
1842 

t  * 
J  I 

i  J 

5tli  Sept. 
15th  Dec. 
20th  Oct. 

1840 
1841 

1840 
1842 

i  } 

6th  Aug. 
14tli  Oct, 
2",th  ,, 

2nd  Doc. 

1840 
1841 

»  i 

1841 

12th  Feb. 

9  > 

1842 

20lh  Jan. 

1842 

1841 

2nd  Feb. 
1st  March 

»  1 
t  t 

1842 

13th  Jan. 

1  > 

1841 
1812 


20lli  Dec. 
3rd  iVIavcli 
'J6lli  M;iy 
27lli  Oct. 


1811 
1812 
1841 


*  This  rent  not  payable  vliilo  the  land  shall  bo  used  lor  workhouse  purposes. 
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Name  of  Union. 


Nenagh  .  . 
Newcastle  .  . 
New  Boss  .  . 
Newry  . 
Newtown  Arils 
Newtown  Limav 
Oldcastle 
Omagh  . 
Paisonslown 
Ra  thrown 
Rutlidi'iim 
Rathkeale 
Roscommon 
Roscrea 

ScarifF  . 

Shillelagh 
Skibbciecn 
Sligo  . 
Stiabane 
Stranorlar 
Swineford 
Thurk-s 
Tipperary 
Tralee  . 
Trim  . 
Tuam  . 
Ttillamore 
Waterlbid 
Westport 
Wexford 


■tdy 


Tables  and  Returns. 


[8tii  n" 


Date  of  Valuator'] 
Appointment. 


12th  Aug. 

22nd  July 
5th  June 
8th  Aug. 

27th  Nov, 

27th 

April 
3rd  Sept. 

13th  Aug. 
2nd  Nov. 

28th  Dec. 
7th  Aug. 

14  th  Dec. 

17th  Aug. 

4th  Nov. 

Mtb  Nov. 

17th  Sept. 

22nd  Oct. 

12th  Sept. 

Uth  March 
6th  Aug. 
Slh  July 
1st  June 
4th  Aug. 

27th  Sept. 

29th  Jan. 
7th  April 
oth  Aug. 

21st  Oct. 

29th  Aug. 


1839 

1840 
1839 


1840 
1839 


1841 
1840 
1839 

1840 
1839 
1840 

1839 
1840 


4. 


Statement  of  the  Progress  made 


Workhouse. 


Number 

of 
Paupers 
provided 
for, 


1,000 
550 
900 

1,000 
600 
500 
600 
800 
800 
600 
600 
660 
900 
700 

6C0 

400 
800 

1,200 
800 
400 
700 
TOO 
700 

1,000 
500 
800 
700 
900 

1,000 
600 


Loan. 


Amount 
borrow 
ed 


£. 
9,900 
7,850 
9,300 
9,800 
6,700 
8,000 
7,700 
7,900 
8,700 
7,600 
7,800 
8,100 
9,000 
8,600 

7,800 

6,300 
8,300 

11,000 
8.300 
6,700 
8,400 
8,100 
7,500 

10.200 
7,300 
8,400 
7,900 

10,400 
9,800 
6,900 


Addi- 
tional 
Amount 
borrow- 
ed. 


£. 

2^300 

liooO 


1,600 


950 


Site. 


Extent  in 
Siatute 
Measure. 


A.  R.  p. 

7  0  0 

5  0  0 
10  0  3 

7  0  25 

8  1  .S 
7  0  14 

7  1  6 

6  0  0 
6  3  5 

8  0  0 

5  1  34 

6  0  0 

7  1  6 
6  0  0 

6  0  0 

6  1  36 

6  0  0 

9  0  0 
9  1  m 

5  0  0 

6  0  0 
6  2  0 
6  0  0 

10  0  0 

6  1  36 

7  1  3 
6  1  7 

6  0  252 

7  1  G 
7  0  0 


Cost. 


Purchase 
Money. 


£.   t.  d. 

250 '  0  0 

sis'is  li 

830   0  0 

708  15  0 

562  10  0 

415*i6  0 

550"0  0 

504* 'o  0 

f300   0  0 

1  50   0  0 


Free  gift. 
192  18  4 

i,ooo"o  0 


450   0  0 
300   0  0 
585   0  0 
1,222  10  10 


Compcnsa 
tiou  lo 

occupyii, 
Tenant. 


£.   s.  d. 


150  0  0 
453   5  I 


42  13  2 


12  0  0 
100   0  0 


} 


GO  0  0 
20  II  3 


150   0  0 
60  '6  0 
100  '6  0 
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10. 


11. 


Workhouse. 


Building. 


|i  Hi 

6 
0 


Date 
of 

Contract. 


28  th 
28tli 
lOth 
17tli 
2'2nd 
18th 
3rd 
29tli 
15lh 
21st 
16tli 
28Ui 
3rd 
3rd 


March 
Oct. 
Nov. 
Dec. 
Feb. 

JUOG 

Seiit. 
Jan. 

July 
June 
Oct. 

Aug. 

30th  April 

20th  June 
12th  Aug. 
lllh  Jan. 

-1th  Nov. 

7th  Dec. 
16th  Oct. 

Glh  J  uly 
12th  Aug. 
30th  July 
14th  Dec. 

2nd  July 
]3lh  April 
loth  Oct. 
20th  ,, 
26th  Dec. 


1840 
1839 
1840 
1839 
1840 


1839 
1840 


1839 
1840 
1839 
1841 
1840 

1839 
1840 
1839 
1840 

1839 
1840 


Date 
for 

Completion. 


1st  June  1841 

Dec.  1840 

Feb.  1842 

Juno  1841 

18th  Aug. 

3rd  Dec.  , , 

March  , , 

June  >i 

March  , , 

Sept.  ,, 

Dec.  1840 

31st     , .  1841 

J  une  ) 1 

Sept.      . . 

1 )  •  > 
3 une  . , 
Sept.  ,, 
June 
31st  Dec. 
Feb. 
Juno 
Sept. 
Jan. 
March 
June 

Feb. 
April 
11th  Jan. 


1342 

1841 
1840 
1842 
1841 


1842 


12. 


13. 


Amount 
of 

Contract. 


£. 

8.320 
6,680 
7,600 
7,100 
4,335 
5,982 
5,975 
6,557 
6.900 
6,500 
6,600 
6,686 
7,500 
6,700 


s.  d. 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 

0  0 


6,400   0  0 

5,300 
7,083 
9.100 
6,883 
5,240 
7,100 
5.840 
6,240 
8,557 
5,750 
6,700 
5,950 
7,850 
7,8U0 
6,780 


Date 
of 

declaring 
fit  for 
the  reception 
of 

Paupers. 


1st  Dec.  1841 
18th  Feb. 

21st  Dec.  ,, 
14th  ,, 
21st  ,, 

15ih  March  1842 

24th  Aug."  1841 

14th  March  1842 

1st  Sept.  1841 
21st  Dec. 

18th  Feb.  , , 

24th  March  1842 

1st  Oct.  1841 

21st  Dec.  , . 

16th  Nov.  , , 

18th   , ,  11 


25th  April  1842 

3rd  June  1841 

29th  Sept.  , , 

25th  April  1842 

loth  March  1841 


14. 


Date 
of 

Declaration 

of  the 
First  Rate, 


6th  Jan. 
12th    , , 


1842 
1841 


28th  Oct.  , 

2nd  ,, 
31st  Jan.  1842 
20th  Dec.  1841 
21st  Aug. 

2nd  Oct. 
13lh  July 
25th  Oct. 
16th  Aug. 

9th  Nov. 
8th  Feb.  1842 
10th  Dec.  1341 

20th  July 
2nd  Nov. 


16th  Jan. 

21st  Aug. 

5th  Jan.  184; 
6th  Nov.  1840 

12th  March  1842 
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Tables  and  llciurm. 


[8lli  He 


No.  11. 


Statement  showing  the  Alterations 

ii 


mg  tne  Alterations  which  have  hceu  made,  since  the  Isl  Mav  1841  in  ri„; 
a  Ireland,  previously  declared  and  included  in  former  Reports 


Unions. 


Abbeyleix 


Armagh 


AniY  . 


Cashel 


Repor 


Total  as  stated  in  Seventh  Annual  Report 
(P-  467)  ^ 

By  an  order,  dated  3rd  May,  1841,  the  Tuwn- 
land  of  Mouaclere,  in  the  Parishes  of 
Ballinakill,  or  Dyseitgallea  and  Roscon- 
nell,  was  added  to  the  Ballinakill  Electoral 
Division  


Total  as  Union  now  stands  

Ballinakill  Electoral  Division  as  it  now  stands 


By  an  order,  dated  30th  Aurrust,  1811,  the 
Townlnnd  of  Drumconwell  was  taken  from 
the  Lisuadill  Electoral  Division,  and  added 
to  the  Ballyards  Electoral  Division. 
Lisuadill  Electoral  Division  as  it  now  stands 
Ballyards  Electoral  Division  as  it  now  stands 


Total  as  stated  in  Seveutli  Annual  Report 
Cl'.4U8)  ^  . 

By  an  Order,  dated  2ud  June,  1841,  that 
portion  of  the  Parish  of  Moone,  which  is 
in  the  Barony  of  Narragh,  and  Reban 
East,  and  County  of  Kildare,  and  those 
portions  of  (he  King's  County  locally  situ- 
ated in  the  County  of  Kildare,  were  added 
to  the  Bully brackan  and  Bloone  Electoral 
Divisions  


Area. 


113,400 


253 


113,053 
12,053 


5,710 
4,819 


161,878 


Total  as  Union  now  stands 


Total  as  stated  in  Seventh  Annual  Report 
(P-  464)  ^  . 

By  nil  Order,  dated  1st  October,  1841,  the 
Townhuids  in  the  Parish  of  Rathkeniian, 
or  Rathcannon,  were  added  to  the  Clogher 
Electoral  Division 


13,917 


175,795 


141,360 


Total  as  Union  now  stands 


Cloghcr  Electoral  Division  as  it  now  stands. 


Poi>ulatiou 


35,597 


22 


35.619 
5,948 


3,219 
2,709 


50,907 


1,710 


52,fil- 


60,939 


745 

235 

142,105 

61,174 

7,762 

2,456 

21 


24 


24 
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..out  showing  the  Alterations  which  have  heen  ma.le  in  Unions  in  Irelan.l.  &c.-coniM 


Uiiluns. 


ONES 


DENDEnRV 


I  liMOY 


.  lI.I.AnNKY 


.HOUR 


Total  as  stated  in  Seventh  Annual  Report 
(i).  467)  •    •  " 

By  an  order,  dated  3rd  June,  1841,  the  Town- 
lands  of  Mullanamoy,  Cloncumber,  and 
Clonhoy,  were  added  to  the  Clones  Elec- 
toral Division;  the  Townland  of  Dungon- 
non  to  the  Ctirrin  Electoral  Division  ;  and 
the  Townland  of  Coolnasilla  to  the  Aghad- 
rumsee  Electoral  Division  .     .    .    .  • 


Total  as  Union  now  stands 


Clones  Electoral  Division  as  it  now  stands  . 
Cnriin  Electoral  Division  as  it  now  stands  . 
Aghadrumsee  Electoral  Division  as  it  now 
stands     .    .    .    •  •  


By  an  order,  dated  l-2th  July,  1841,  the 
Townland  of  Derrygvenagh  was  taken  from 
the  Clonmore  Electoral  Division,  and  added 
to  the  Ballyburly  Electoral  Division. 
Ballyburly  Electoral  Division  as  it  now  stands 
Clonmore  Electoral  Division  as  it  now  stands 


By  an  order,  dated  19th  July,  1841,  that 
portion  of  the  Townland  of  Little  Grace 
or  Glendohir,  which  had  heretofore  been 
considered  a  portion  of  the  Kncckmouvne 
Electoral  Division,  was  separated  from  the 
Union. 


Total  as  stated  in  Seventh  Annual  Report 
(p.  4(i8)  

By  an  order,  dated  13th  December,  1841, 
the  Tuwnlands  of  East  Mealus,  Minis, 
and  Killohane,  were  added  to  the  Knock- 
hane  Electoral  Division     .    .     .    •  . 


Total  as  Union  now  stands    .    •    .  • 
Knockhane  Electoral  Divialon  as  it  now  stands 


By  an  order,  dated  22nd  July,  1841,  that 
portion  of  the  Townland  of  Little  Grace, 
which  had  heretofore  been  considered  to 
be  iu  the  Knockuiourne  Electoral  Division 
of  the  Termoy  Union,  was  added  to  the 
Castlerichard  Electoral  Division. 


Area.  I 

'opulatiou 

'umVier 

of 
Elecleil 
Guar- 

71,5C6 

36,569 

18 

OH 

161 

72,188 

36,730 

18 

7,413 
6,290 

6,844 
3,502 

3 
2 

13,945 

3,949 

2 

5,984 
8,215 

1,324 
1,611 

1 
1 

253,269 

56,227 

27 

2,250 

259 

255,519 

56,486 

27 

63,329 

5,459 

2 

386 


Tables  and  Returns,  ^-c.  [gth 
Statement  showing  the  Alterations  which  have  been  ma.le  in  Unions  in  Ireland,  &^c.-c^ui,u, 


Unions. 


Rathdown  , 


Stranorlau  . 


TULLAMORE  , 


By  an  order,  dated  28th  February,  1842, 
that  portion  of  the  Liberties  of  the  City  of 
Dublin,  in  the  County  of  the  City,  extend- 
ing Eastward  from  the  South  Dublin 
Union  at  Merrion  Burial-ground,  and 
lying  northward  of  the  road  leading  from 
Dublin  to  Kingstown,  through  Williams- 
town  and  Blackrock,  was  added  to  the 
Blackrock  Electoral  Division. 

Total  as  stated  in  Seventh  Annual  Report 

^  (P-  468)  ^  . 

By  an  order,  dated  6th  August,  1841,  seven 
Townlands  in  the  Parish  of  Conwal  and 
Barony  of  Raphoe,  and  four  Townlands  in 
the  Parish  of  Conwal  and  Barony  of  Kil- 
macrenan,  were  added  fo  the  Union  and 
formed  into  an  Electoral  Division,  entitled 
the  "  Meencargagh  Electoral  Division."  . 

Total  as  Union  now  stands  

Total  as  stated  in  Seventh  Annual  Report 

„  (P-  467)  '  . 

By  an  order,  dated  19th  July,  1841,  the 
Townland  of  Ballyevill,  which  had  been 
virtually  included  in  tlie  Union  by  the 
terms  of  the  Order  of  Declaration,  but  was 
not  enumerated  in  the  description  of  any 
of  the  Electoral  Divisions  in  that  Order, 
was  added  to  the  Geashill  Electoral  Divi- 
sion   


Total  as  Union  now  stands 


Geashill  Electoral  Division  as  it  now  stands. 


Area. 


Population. 


113, 95j 


7,601 


121,556 


157,968 


509 


158,477 


8,665 


23,459 


Numb 
or 


18: 


492 


23,951 


1 

19 


52,852 


24 


1 


*  The  population  of  the  Townland  of  Ballyevill  cannot  be  ascertained  from  tlie  Population 
Returns,  the  population  of  townlands  not  being  stated  therein. 
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